
THE QUEEN'S NECKLACE 

The next time you feel inclined to bend the rules of good behaviour, 
think of the characters that people these jolly Jataka tales. 
Light-hearted lessons in morality, these tales keep us chuckling as 
lies, greed and hypocrisy take a severe beating. The very common, 
very human lust for a gleaming necklace, or a tasty meal, or ever 
more riches has never seemed quite so foolish. 
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THE QUEEN'S NECKLACE 

A FEMALE MONKEY WAS WATCHING 
FROM A TREE. 

THAT PEARL 
NECKLACE 
WOULP LOOK 
WONPERFUL 
ON ME. 

1 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

THE MONKEY JUMPED DOWN 
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THE QUEEN S NACKLACE 

THE MONKEY HID THE NECKLACE IN A 

HOLLOW... 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

THIEF ! THIEF * A THIEF 
HAS STOLEN THE 
. QUEEN’S NECKLACE* . 

THE palace GUAR PS CAME RUSHING TO THE SCENE 

HE MUST HAVE JUMPED 
OVER THE WALL. LET'S 
LOOK 

.4 

0 
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THE QUEEN'S NACKLACE 

WHERE’S 
THE NECK¬ 

LACE? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

I GAVE THE NECKLACE 
TO •••TO A PRIEST. 
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THE QUEEN S NACKLACE 

THI5 IS NO P06JBT 
HAPPENING TO ME 
BECAUSE OF SOME 

SIN I HAVE 
WMITTEP IN MV 

■s 

PLEASE PON’T 
CH ME. I’LL TELL 
YOU EVERYTHING 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

WHEN THE MU SI CfAN WAS 

QUEST IONEP ^ 7 THIS 15 NO POUBT 

KNOW WHAT A HAPPENING TO HIM 
TALKING / BECAUSE OF SOME 

SIN HE COMMITTEP 
IN HIS PAST 

WHY ARE YOU LOOKING 
AT ME LIKE THAT f STAY 
AWAY FROM ME I 

THE QUEEN S NACKLACE 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

I GAVE IT TO 
THE PRIEST, YOUR 

MAJESTY. 
THE NECK 

LACE ? KING 

HE'S LYING! 

LOCK THEM 
ALL UPf 

1 1 y 

raj* 
, K v,^ III* y/Ms. 

y 

GET TO THE BOTTOM OF 
THIS MYSTERY. FINP OUT 

IAMD HA^ THE NFCKLACE 

THE QUEEN'S NACKLACE 

THE PE WAN 
GAVE THE 
MATTER. 
A GREAT 
PEAL OF 
THOUGHT, 

\ s~\° 
THE PALACE IS 

WELL-GUARPEP. THE 
WOOPCUTTER COOLP 
NOT HAVE COME IN 

HD GONE OUT WITHOUT 
BEING SEEN. 

HE’S LYING TO SAVE 
HIMSELF FROM A 
BEATING . THE OTHER 

TWO MUST BE LYING 
^ FOR THE SAME 
fA REASON. 

BUT IF THEY 
ARE INNOCENT, 

WHO IS THE 
GUILTY ONE ? 

11 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

CATCH SOME OF 
MONKEYS, PUT 
NECKLACES ROUf*> 

THEIR NECKS 
LET THEM GO 

THE QUEEN'S NACKLACE 

i 

THE QUARPS CAUGHT SEVERAL MONKEYS... 

AND LET THEM GO. 

Jf 
if ** 1 14 
I | 

./• 
f ' f 

m * ^ v 

I ME fin UN ME VZ> WtzKt VERY HKUUU Of- 

THE/R. NECKLACES . AMP THEY WENT 
ROUNP SHOWING THEM OFF TO 
EVERYBODY. 

WHAT 
l/E GOT 

ij • 

| 

I MUST PUT 
ON MV OWN. 

WHEN THE MONKEY I 
WHO HAP STOLEN 
THE NECKLACE 
SAW SOME OF 
HER FRIENDS 
WEARING NECK _ Y 

* 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

... ANO PR OUCH, y PUT IT ON. 

THEY ARE 50 HAPPY 
WITH THEIR GLASS 
SEAPS.LET THEM 
SEE MY PEARLS. 
THEIR EYES WILL 
FOP OUT. 

mj 5 lIJv\ v\ ^ ' V 
[V fr* [a. .. v ^ 

. k vg 

THERE'S A 
MON KEY WEARING 

THE QUEEN’S 
\ NECKLACE. y 
& CATCH IT! / 

GUARPSI 

5UPPENLT 

V; 

THE QUEEN’S NACKLACE 

THEY TRICKEP 
ME INTO WEAR¬ 
ING THE NECK- 

NOW THEY WON'T 
LEAVE ME IN 

PEACE UNTIL 

THE PE WAN TOOK 
THE KING. 
THE QUEEN 
WILL BE 
PLEASE P. 

THE NECKLACE TO 

WE MUST APOLOGISE 
TO THE PANCER.AS 
FOR THE OTHERS 
LET THEM GO WITH 
A WARNING TO BE 
MORE TRUTHFUL 
IN FUTURE. 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA THE QUEEN S NACKLACE 

SON,GO TELL 
yOUR MOTHER 
I HAVE CAUGHT 

A BIG ONE I 
ANP... 

...TELL HER TO 
PICK A QUARREL 

WITH THE 
NEIGHBOURS. 

QUARREL 
WITH THE 

NEIGHBOURS3 
WHV P 

MEANWHILE, I’LL 
WAPE INTO THE 

WATER ANP 
PULL THIS 
FISH OUT. 

17 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

MEANWHILE THE BOV HAP RE ACHEP HOME. 

MOTHER, FATHER \|l 
WANTS VOU TO C 
QUARREL WITH f 
THE NEIGHBOURS- A 

WHAT» 

A 

WHO POES VOUR 
FATHER THINK HE 
IS? HAS HE NO 

K SHAME ? 

MOTHER’ 

^ FATHER 
HAS CAUGHT 
A BIG FISH. 

I WOCILP NEVER PREAM OF 
Quarrelling with mv 

v PEAR NEIGHBOURS... 

GOOP NEIGHBOURS ARE 
MORE PRECIOUS THAN 

ALL THE JEWELS 
IN THE WORLP 

ANP ALL 
THE... 

FATHER 
HAS CAUGH 

A BIG 
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THE QUEEN'S NACKLACE 

THEN WHY PIPN T 
you sat so, vou 

v SILLY BOV. 

BECAUSE IF I PON'T QUARREL 
WITH THEM, THEY’LL COME 
RUNNING IN WHEN YOUR 

FATHER BRINGS THE FISH ANP 
THEN WE'LL_ HAVE TO SHARE 

IT WITH THEM. 
7y 

WHEN THE BOV HAP GONE, THE 
WOMAN PUT SOME SOOT ON 

...STUCK A LEAF 
BEHINP HER EAP • • • 

...ANP STEP PEP OUT OF 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 

WHO ARE YOU 
CALLING 'MAP', YOU 
v NITWIT ? 

WH0'5 CALLING 
WHOM A NITWIT? 

/N NO TIME AT ALL A BIG QUARREL 
FLAREP UP BETWEEN THE WOMAN 
ANP HER NEIGHBOURS... 

...ANP THEY MAPE SUCH A GREAT NOISE 
THAT THE KOTWAL CAME... 

\..ANP TOOK THEM A WAV TO 
THE MAGISTRATE. 

— - _ 

THE MAGISTRATE 
PATIENTLY HEARP 
SIPES... 

BOTH 
... ANP GAVE HIS 
VERPICT. 

YOU ARE THE 
ONE WHO 
STARTEP THE 
QUARREL.YOU 
WILL PAY A 
FINE OF EIGHT 

COINS. 
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THE QUEEN’S NACKLACE 

/l HOPE THE FISH MY 
HUSBAND HAS CAUGHT 
IS WORTH ALL THIS 
TROUBLE ANP EXPENSF. 

LATER, AS THE PEJECTEP 
WOMAN WAS GOING 
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MY HOOK GOT ENTANGLEP IN 
SOME ROOTS ANP I THOUGHT 

I HAP CAUGHT A FISH. 

WHERE IS THE FISH ? 

THERE’S NO 
FISH...OOOH I 

WHEN I CAME OUT OF 
THE WATER, I SAW 
SOMEBOPY RUNNING 
OFF WITH MY / 

CLOTHES. ^r\ 

WHEN I TRIEP TO 
FREE THE HOOK, ONE 
OF THE ROOTS I WAS 

HOLPING WHIPPEP 
\ BACK ANP HIT ME 
\\ IN THE EYE. > 

ALL THIS HAS HAPPENEP 
BECAUSE OF OUR GREEP. 
WE WANTEP TO KEEP THE 
WHOLE FISH TO OURSELVES 
NOW WE HAVE NOTHING. 

GOOP LORP, 
HAVE BOTH 

OF THEM 
GONE MAP? 

^7 / ^ > 

i\ . 

/ 
\v ) 

r _ "K /y* 

AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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THE QUEEN S NACKLACE 

LET’S HOPE W6 HAVE ) 
BETTER LUCK ON THE /- 

OTHER SIPE. 

I PON’T THINK HE HAS BEEN 
TO THIS TOWN BEFORE. 
THERE ARE PLENTY OF 
HOUSES ON THE RIGHT, BUT 
PRACTICALLY NONE ON THE r 

left. _ b 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

I BUY ANYTHING...I SELL 
EVERYTHING. YOUR FAVOURITE 1 

PEPLAR IS HERE [ 

IN THE TOWN 
-HI-5Z“ 

OLP BOWL ? GRANPMOTHER, WHY 
PON'T YOU SELL THAT 
OLP BOWL WE HAVE , 

k IN THE STORE- 
V ROOM ? mf'f 

I BUY 
ANYTHING 
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THE QUEEN S NACKLACE 

PEPLAR, COME 
HERE ! 

WHAT HAVE 
YOU TO OFFER 
ME, OLP WOMAN? 

- 

WHAT WILL YOU GIVE 
MY POOR CHILP IN 
EXCHANGE FOR THIS 

BOWL P ^ 

L_ L_ I #wl G. 

k SCRATCH IT 
S AND SEE... 
) YES, IT IS 

GOLP. ANP 
THIS FOOLISH 

WOMAN 
L DOESN’T 
h\ KNOW IT. 

C 

' IT'S HEAVY. 
IT MUST BE MAPE 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

THIS BOWL 16 
WORTHLESS. I CANNOT 
GIVE VOU ANVTHING 

FOR IT. 

THE HEAT PAT — 

POTS ANP PANS...TO 
SELL ANP EXCHANGE! 
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THE QUEEN S NACKLACE 

1 

VES, /MOTHER ? 
WHAT CAN I PO 
. FOR VOO ? y 

I WANT TO 
SELL THIS 

BOWL. 

2s 
| F 

Xy fli \ s J 

MOTHER, THIS IS 
A GOLPEN 

< bowl! > 

GOLPENf 

«> 

GOOP GOP, I REMEMBER NOW » 
THAT BOWL USEP TO BELONG 
TO yOUR. GRANPFATHER. 

27 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

THAT*5 MORE 
THAN 

ENOUGH. 

I HAVE FIVE HUNPREP ) 
CO INS ANP THE GOODS A 
I HAVE ARE WORTH 
ANOTHER FIVE ' 

HUNPREP. 

50 THE PEAL WAS MAPE. THE HAWKER GAVE 
THE WOMAN FIVE HUNPREP COINS IN CASH 
AND GOODS WORTH ANOTHER FIVE hundred 
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THE QUEEN'S NACKLACE 

POT5 ANP PANS! 
POTS ANP PANS f 

NOW TELL ME 
WHAT VOU... 

THOUGH IT IS WORTH¬ 
LESS , I AM IN A GOOP 
MOOD TOPAV ANP I’LL 

. GIVE VOU TWO 

_\ COINS FOR IT f 

go AwAy^ you greepv 
MAN } I’VE ALREAPy SOLP 
THAT BOWL FOR A 
THOUSANP 

v coins. v ^at 

yES, TWO 

WHOLE 
COINS I 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

' THAT 60WL 16 
WORTH TWO THOU5ANP 
COINS ANP THAT MAN 

GOT IT FOR JUST r 
^ A THOU6ANP! y 

Oo 

^ • - 

Sv 
vr 

i * - 

> /• 

J 

l 

TJ 

ICOULP HAVE j 
SOUGHT IT FOR TENJ 
VE5TERPAV. WHAT 

A HEAVV PRI^t >'VE 

PA IP FOR MV 
l GREEP. / 

v" 

• • 

ANP CURSING HIMSELF THE GREEPV 

HAWKER LEFT THE TOWN. 
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