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ONB COLD WINTER DA'f,ARUNI OF 
PANCHALA,A DISCIPLE OF SmB 
DHOUM'^A, WAS ON HIS WAV TO THE 
HERMITAQE WITH THE FIREWOOD HE 
HAD COLLECTED FOR THE SAGE’S HOU. 

AS HE PASSED BY A FIELD WHICH 
BELONGED TO THE SAGE 

IF 1 WAIT 

HERE TO TRV 
AND STOP IT, 

I’LL BE DELAYED. 
AND THERE’S 

NOT A BIT OF 

FIREWOOD AT 
THE HERMITAGE! 
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amar chitra katha 

WHERE 
IS 

flRtlNI? 

HE'S GONE TO 
fetch 

^ FIREWOOD. 

MEANWHILE THE 

5A6E and his 
DISCIPLES had 

PAT'S 

THERE’S A BREACH 
IN THE EMBANKMENT 
THE WATER IS 

V ESCAPING.... j 

OH ! OH [ SO AND 
ATTEND TO IT. 
quick ! LEAVE THE 
FIREWOOD HERE! 
(JPAMANVU OR 

VEDA... 

JUST 'tHEN ARUM CAME RUNMND IN, PANTING 
UNDER THE LOAD HE CARRIED 
_ _ ^ 

ah ! THERE 
VOU ARE! WHy 
ARE VOU LATE, 

ARUNI? 

\ 

ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

AS VEDA AND UPAAAANVU CARRIED 
THE FIREWOOD IN 

LA'NNG THE LOGS ACROSS THE 
GAP, ARUM PACKED TT WOH 
WET MUD- r 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

/iS HE STOOP GazlNQ HELP¬ 
LESS AT THE dREACH,AN 
IDEA OCCURRED TO HIM, 
FOR A ROmENT HE WA \JEREO — BUT MV QURU’6 

FIELD! I MU6T 

6AVE THE CRC^PSl 

ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

fABANWHILE, ENGAGED IN HIS PAILV ROUTINE, THE SAGE FORGOT ABOUT 
ARUNI AND THE ERRAND HE HAD SENT HIM ON. TOWARDS EVENING 

THE LAMPS ARE 
NOT VET LIT! 
IT^ NOT LIKE 
ARUNI 10 F0R6ET 

HIS DUTIES. 

WHERE’S 
ARUNI ? 

(I 
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VOU SENT 
HIM TO THE 
FIELD ON AN 
ERRAND. MASTER. 
HE HAS NOT 
VET RETURNED. 

V.. 
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n 

n 

/ 
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NOT VET RETC/RN- 
ED? I HOPE NO 

MISHAP HAS BEFAU.' 
EN HIM. COME, LET 

US GO TO THE 
FIELD AND 
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ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

HE’S BEEN HERE ALL PAY! 
HE STOPPED THE GAP WITH 

HIS OWN BODVl BLESS 
THE CHILD! _/ 

__>7»£ £A6£ bent IX)WN 

TO UFT UP HIS> PiaCIPLE. 

My CHILD, 
ARE you 
ALL RIGHT f 

NEVER 
MIND, 
My SON 

THE WATER, 
MASTER! IT’S 
FLOWING OUT 
THE CROPS— 

DON’T WORRY, 
ARUNI. WE’LL 
TAKE CARE 

. OF IT. 

LATER WHEN THE BREACH HAP BEEN 
ATTENPEP TO, ANP ALL HAP RETORNEP 
TO THE HERMITAGE 

MY SON, YOUR 
DEVOTION AND 

OBEDIENCE TO YOUR 
GURU ARE UNMATCHED. \^z 

THEY SHALL FOREVER 
BRING YOU 

RENOWN. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

MV DEAR UTTANKA, 
I KNOW WHAT you ARE 
TH1NWN6.AAAV THE 
DIVINE A6NI CX?ME TO 
VOUR AID WHEN VOU 

. NEED HIM MOST. ^ 

0 AGNIJ WORSHIP VOU 
FOR THE SAKE OF MV GURU 

WHO 15 MV ONLV GOD. 

WHEN 6/iUTAMA IKHXSHIPPED AGW, ViB 60D OF 
FIRE, HE fa CHOSE UTTANKfy TO ASStST HiM. 
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ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

VOU HAVE ACQUIRED 
MASTERV OF THE VECWS 

you MAV NOW GO AND 
SET UP ASHRAMS OF 

VOUR OWN. y 

THE TEARS PASSED. 
ONE CAT 6AUTAMA 
CALLED hiS DISOPLES 
TO HIM. 

ONE ST ONEy JHET CAME 
TO 6AUTAMA TO BE 
BLESSED BEFORE PEPAfOING. 

! NOW IT IS My 
TURN. WHAT 
PAKSHINA"^ SHOULD 

I OFFER MV GURU? 
iiL LEAVE rr TO 

0\fER THE TEARS ,GAUTAMA BECAME 50 
PEPENDENT ON UTTANKA THAT EVEN 
THOUGH HUNDREDS OF PtSOPLES CAME, 
FINISHED THEIR STUDIES, AND LEFT, 
UTTANKA HAD TO STAT ON. 

♦ TRIBUTE 9 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

50 UTTANKA, SERVING GAUTAMA 
AND ms FAMILY, GREiO OLP WITHOUT 
EITHER HIS GURU OR HIMSELF 
REALISING IT- 

INSIDE THE HUT 

f AM! VCX4'RE 
BACK.UTTANKA! 

PLEASE FETCH ME 
SOME FIREtVOOP. 

THERE IS NONE 
k. LEFT. 1 

FOOD CAN 
WAIT. HER 
ORDERS MUST 

BE OBEYED 
I FIRST. / 

ffi 
# 1 

^ AH! MV ^ 
' BACK ACHES. 
IT NEVER DID 
BEFORE. IS MV 
DEVOTION TO MV 

MASTER WEAKEN 
\ 1N6? 

SO, CONTAINING HIS HUNGER, 
UTTANFA WENT TO THE FOREST- 
AN HOUR LATER — 

• • 
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ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

OUT OF SHEER FATIGUE, UTTANKA 
THREW THE WOOD ON THE 
GROUND INSTEAD OF PUTTING 
IT DOWN GENTLE, 



amar chitra katha 

MV SON, I KEPT you 
TRE BECAUSE OF MV 
VE FOR you. BUT IF 

you WISH TO QO, you 
HAVE My PERMISSION 

WHILE Qfmmfi 
PffTIENTU USTENED, 
UTTAHKA POUPBD 
OUT HIS) WOES. 

AND I HAVE NOT VET 
TASTED WORLDLY HAPPINESS 
THOUGH I HAVE LOVINGLY 
SERVED YOU FOR MANY 
YEARS, YOU have 
YET PERMITTED 
me to QO. 

IF,WITH THE X 
STRENGTH OF YOUR 
PENANCES, YOU BECOME 
A YOUNG /HAN,I SHALL 
GIVE MV DAUGHTER , 

TO yC?U IN / 
V MARRIAGE. 

ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

GAUTAMA PLACED HIS DAUGHTER'S 
HAND IN UTTANNA’S... 1 ■ ;i A .M 

AFTER THE MARRIAGE 

WHAT GURU PAK5HINA 
SHOULD I GIVE YOU 
BEFORE I GO AWAY 

WITH MY WIFE ? 

YOUR EXCELLENT 
CONDUCT AS MY 
DISCIPLE HAS BEEN 
FEE ENOUGH. 

1 NEED NO OTHER. 
a Sri 

\ i-p 

'' I ‘«i:- 
! # * V 

THEN, WITH 'll 
VOUR PERMISSION, ' 
MAY I BRING SOME¬ 
THING FOR /rtOTHER? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

' IF VCXi MUST, 
•mEN BRING ME 
THE CEUESTIAL 
EARRINGS WORN 

BV THE WIFE 
VOF SAUDASA. > 

WHAT 
SHALL 

I BRING 
FOR VOU, 
MOTHER? 

• # 

MV PENANCES WILL 
AlO ME IN OBTAINING 
THE EARRINGS 

FOR you. 

* ^ 
m 

STAV HERE WITH 
R MOTHER TILL 

I RETURH WITH 
THE EARRING?>. 

UTMNM THEN 
TURNED TO HIE> 
Bride, i- 

and uttanka left 
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LmER HE HA6 GONE TO FETCH 
THE CELESTIAL EARRINGS 
OF KING SAUDASA'S 

I. WIFE FOR ME. > 
WHERE IS 
UTTANKA? 

ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

OH! IT WAS NOT 
WISE TO DEMAND 
SUCH A FEE. 
SAUDASA HAS BEEN ^ 
CURSED By VASISHTHA 
AND IS NOW 
A CANNIBAL.HE IS 
SURE TO KILL 

UTTANKA. 

AND MV 
PRAVERS! 

Y BUT, MV LORD, 
5URELV HE CAN BE 

PROTECTED FROM 
COMING TO ANV 
HARM BV VOUR. 

^ GRACE? / 

% /? Ffm0U5 driO£ 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

.••TILL HE CAME TO A REMOTE FOREST, 
"7 

|^WAIT,0 KING ! I HAVE COME ^ 
' ON AN ERRAND FOR MV 

GURU. rr*t AGAIN5T DHARMA 
i JO INJURE ANVONE WHO 

15 ON SUCH A MI55ION. 

ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

BUT THI5 IS THE T 
ONLV HOUR WHEN 

I am permitted to eat 
BESIDES, I AM HUNGRV. 
SO I WILL NOT LET . 

VOU GO. ^ 

r THEN LET US 
A\AKE A PACT. AFTER 

I HAVE COMPLETED 
MV ERRAND I WILL 

OFFER MV5ELF . 
L. TO V(DU. ^ 

ALL RIGHT.. T 
WHAT IS 
THE ERRAND? 

r I HAVE COME ^ 

TO BEG FROM VOU 
THE EARRINGS WORN 

BV VOUR WIFE! , 

SAUPA5A W/JS TAKEN ABACK 

THE CELESTIAL EARRINGS! 
BUT THEY BELONG TO MV 
WIFE. PLEASE ASK FOR 
SOMETHING ELSE- 
anything. I’ll give 
rr TO VOU. 

IT IS the 
EARRINGS FLL 

have and nothing 
ELSE . IF OUR PACT 
means ANVTHING 
TO YOU,IF YOU 
ARE ONE WHO 

KEEPS HIS 
WORD**** 
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AMAR chitra katha 

UTTANK/^ WENT 
WfTH SAUPA5A'5 

IN WHAT WAV 
ARE THE5E 
EARRINGS 
DIFFERENT ? 

THESE EARRINGS FREE 
THE WEARER FROM HUNGER 
AND THIRST AND FEAR 
OF ANV KIND.THEV PRO¬ 
TECT THE ONE THEV 
ADORN FROM POISON, 

-i OR ANV OTHER 
DANGER. 

*■ GNAKE QOP5 

THE NAGAS^ARE 
WAITING FOR AN 

OPPORTUNITV TO 
STEAL THEM. SO 
TAKE CARE OF THEM. 

HIDE THEM IN THE 
FOLDS OF VOUR 

PEERSKIN. 
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ARUNIAND UTTANKA 

I HAVE GOT THE 
EARRINGS.} WILL 

GIVE THEM TO MV 
GURU'S WIFE AND 
THEN RETURN TO 
.VOU, AS I PROMISED 

UTTAHM THEN RETURNEP TO 

AH! MV 
FRIEND, VOU 

HAVE 
returned! 

THERE IS,HOWEVER 
ONE QUESTION I’D 
LIKE TO ASK VOU 
BEFORE I GO. 

THE LEARNED SAV THAT ONE 
WHO DOES NOT TAKE THE 
ADVICE OF A FRIEND IS A 
FOOL. AND ONE WHO WRONGS 
A FRIEND ISA VILLAIN.AND 
VOU, O KING, HAVE BECOME 
MV FRIEND TODAV. 

19 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

-=% • 

WOULD VOU, 
friend, ADVI6E 

ME TO RETURN 
TO VOU, A 

CANNIBAL? 

r/ 

1 

> 

5/^UPASA KNEW HE TmPPEO 

WELL,A5 A FRIEND 
1 WOULD 5Ay VOU’D 
BE A FOOL TO COME 

back! 

\U 

f •• 

V 

that's all 
I WANTED TO 

HEAR, MV 
FRIEND.GOOP 

PAY! 

ii 

'j 
9 • 

rV ^ ^ • 

hURRiEP BACK TO THE 
HERMITAGE • 

ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

BUT WHAT SMALL I DO 
WITH THE EARRINGS? 
IF I LEAVE THEM ON 

THE GROUND, A NAGA 

MIGHT SLINK AWAV 

WITH THEM. 

THE EARRINGS 

SHOULD BE 
SAFE HERE. 



amar chitra katha 

^5 HE CUm£P rH£ BILVA TUBE, 
fRUtT FELL ON THE PES.RSf^fFJ» 

Til nil * I 11 \ 1 I 

ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

but before he could 
^TCH UP lA/JTH /7... 

23 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

OLD mn 5 

burning with /iNGER 
AND A DESIRE FOR 
revenge, UTTANKA 
OUQ THE EARTH WITH 
ms STAFF. FOR 
THlRiy-FIVE DAV5- 

1 m DiaaiNQ mv 

WW TO THE 
nether RE6IOH6 

TO retrieve the 
earrings a MA6A 
STOLE FROM ME- 

ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

\VS-F VAIN PURSUIT, ^ 
MV SON. GIVE IT UP. 
THE REGION OF THE 
NAGA5 15 THOUSANDS 
OF yOJANAS^AWAV 
FROM HERE - VOU CAN'T 
REACH IT BV PIGGING 
WITH VOUR STAFF. / 

IF I CAN’T 
RECOVER THE 

EARRINGS, 
I SHALL GIVE 
UP MV LIFE. 

THE NEXT MOMENT SINCE VOU ARE STEAD¬ 
FAST IN VOUR RESOLVE 

I SHALL AID VOU. HOLD 
V UP VOUR STAFF. > 

rr*5 VOU 
LORD 

indra! 

♦ ONE VOOANA IS EQUAL TO THIRTEEN KILOMETRES. 25 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

500N REACHED 
THE REetON OF 
THE NAQAS, 

ARUNIAND UTTANKA 

0\^£RCO/HE 3V AWE, UTTANHA DiD NOT 
MOVE — -’ ^ 

AT THE HERMITAGE ? 
I DON’T UNDERSTAND 

WHO ARE VOU f 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

t \ 

•a 
I m THE 

FIER^ /^6iNI. HOU 
have often wor¬ 
shipped ME WITH 
VOUR 6URU. I HAVE 
COME TO HELP VOU • 
DO A5 I SAY WITH¬ 

OUT DELAY. 

Urr^NKA OiP AS HE WAS TOLO ANO 
BLEW HARD - 

•• 

*># 

SUDDENLY THE 

ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

AND INTO THE PALACES OF THE NAOAS. 

vS 
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amarchitrakatha 

K//7/y STREAMING EWES AND SCORCHED 
&OPIES%THE NAG AS SLO'^Li MADE 
THEIR WAW THROUGH THE SMOKE-. 

... TO THE GATES OF THE PALACE- 
VASUKI, THEIR KING, GAVE AN 

WHEN THEi SAW UTTANKA 

i ■ T ' ' J 1— ^ 

1 i 1 

\ \ ^ 
Ik Ti 

w i \^ y 

ARUNI AND UTTANKA 

ONE OF ^ 
VCXJ ms STOLEN 1 

THE EARRINGS ' 
1 WAS TAKING TO ] 

MV GURUS WIFE. / 

...THE NAG AS,LED 
BW VASUK!, FELL AT 
HIS FEET AND 
WORSHIPPED HIM. 

»>_ 

OHOLV ONE, 
WHV HAVE VOU 
CAUSED THIS 
AFFLICTION TO 

BEFALL US? 

THE NEXT MOMENT A 
NAG A SOWED BEFORE 
UTTANKA. 

UTTANKA TOOK THE EARRINGS AND 
TURNED TOAGNI- 

O AQNI LET 
THEM KNOW 
PEACE ONCE 

k. MORE. 

5 SOON AS THE SMOKE DISPERSED, 
TTANKA TOOK HIS LEAVE OF THE 
^GAS AND LEFT FOR THE ASHRAM 

HIS GURU. 

* 

/ 
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