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EIGHTEENTH CENTLRY BENGAL.THE BRITISH RULE HAD SEREAD
ITS TENTACLES FAR AND WIPE.THE SWORD HAD DRAINED THE LAND
OF ITS RICHES. WHILE THE PEOPLE STARVED, THE OFPFPRESSOR

LAUGHELD .. AND LOOTED. THE MUSLIM KING, WHO RULED, WAS

A PUPPET IN BRITISH MHANDS. :

e ] e




N ITT7E A.D. PADACHIHNG ; ONCE A FLOURISHING WILLAGE WAS RELUCELD
TO LTTER POVERTY.THE MLLAGERS HAD FLED TC THE oIy WHERE

BESSING MISHT BRING SOME FOOD. ONLY THREE FEOPLE STAYED CON —
MAMHENDRA , THE ZAMINGAR OF THE VILLAGE , IS WIFE AND HIS cHILD.

- KALYANI, THIS IS CAN'T WE 60 To |\ IF WE GO AWAY, THE
THE END!OUR THE CITY @ i DACOITS WILL
PLEASE || cAN?T SEIZE OUR
PROPERTY .

MOMNEY 15 NO
oo THERE™S NO
FooD To BUY !

Ji s r I}l T

BEEAR IT ANY

g , ! i\ oA L i IF THEY COME
: % | N NOW, cAN YOou
g [ e | 1 UHAE / STOF THEM &
/ FLEASE, LET’S
LEAVE. .




LKALYANIS COUNSEL PREVAILED.
AS A FRECALITION , MAMENLDRA
ARMELD HIMSELF AMND SET /7.

=, .| COME, | AT
’iﬂa{ LET’S ©O. -;.-i.;ﬂv::;
£ o T

IT
COMTAINS
FPOIS0ON.
| MAaY MEELD

ITTO GUARD
My HOMOUR!

AFTER WALKING FOR MILES
THEY CAME LIPON A DESERTED HUT.

LET Us REST g YOUd WAIT INSIDE THE HUT.

HERE.THE r— I'LL TRY TO FIND

CHILD 1S
HUMGHKY.

o WE'LL SELL
{ HER T THE
iy SOLDIERS.

“..-"-h\"‘. EO00O0 MONEY.

YES , THEY PAv




SEIZING MER BY THE HAND THEY |
DRAGGED HER TOWARDS THE FOREST]

INSIDE THE FOREST, WHEN THE LDPACDITS
WERE BiISY INSPECTING THEIR LOOT,

KALYANT TRIED TO ESCAPE ...

SLDDENLY YELLED.

e BUIT s HUNGRY AND LROSS , THE CHILED

SHE 129 RUMMNING

LORD
KRISHMA |

1

-

KALYANI DID NOT GIVE LiP.  *
SHE RAN ON AND ON. AT LAST= |
| CANTT RUNM ANY FARTHER.

Do | HEAR A SOOTHING
VOICE OR 1S IT My
IMAGEINATION &

THE MEXT MOMENT KALYAN!
FELL , UNCONSCIOWS , AT THE

FEET OF A TALL SAINTLY MAN.

o
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--".ﬂ.-"'-.u"j.'-' SFOKE TOo|eO,BHAVANANDA. LOOK,
ONE OF THEM. |FOR MAHENDRA .
. JIVAMAMNDA WILL FOLLOW

LATER — YOu AEE SAFE
THE PACOITS

VHERE AM 12 | -An'T cOME
VHO ARE YOUP HERE . TELL

THE HERMIT WHO HAD SAVED KALYANT
1S SATYANANDA . HE HAD MANY
PSCIPLES . HE WENT OUT =+

WAHENDRA » MEANWHILE , HAD BEEN CAPTUREL BY THE SOLDIERS . BHAVANANGS . |
EOLING MHIM IN THEIR CLISTODY.
: 4 it EEURBE THEM!IF IT 15 HEY | W~ 5 vy '-'F""_F'l"]

ol NOT THE DACOITS, WHO ARE [t Vel “a Pl
IS THE SOLDIERS. Yo 2 gl PR id

e
i o
i T
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LET THEMN CATCH HIM. A GOQD -FOR=-MNOTHIMG,
| MUST GET O 5 ] : YOU MEAN . MAKE HIM
MEAR MAHEMNDRA 2 . | W ; _‘_1CAEEH' THE MOMEY-CHEST.




L | MuST GET ON
ATHAT CART SOME-
HOW.THIS SHOULD

mme e = =
e 2

oo

MAHENDRA )
I HAVE =
COME - T | | WHO ARE You?

RESCUE ' HOW DO Yo
Yoo . J@ﬂw M MAMES

JIVANANDA SHOULD
s S00OM BE HERE.

THE ROGUE ! TIE
HIM LUP AMND
THROW HIM IN

AMNOTHER.
sANYAS) )
- - .!'.I —

THERES MO TIME
FOR QUESTIOMNS.

WRISTS OM THAT
WHEEL.IT WILL




TWO MORE
ARE COMING IVANANDA

THIS WaY ! HAS MEVER Flia
FAILED US. / WE’RE
; : SURROUNDED.
IT'S AN AMBLSH!]

THE BRITISH OFFICER
SAVE ORDERS.

DON™T PaMIc!
FORM A CIRCLE.

]
THE TERRIFIED TROOGFPS RAN A5 BHALANANDA AMND MAMHENDRA
FoR THEMR LIVES. - WALKED THIEOUGH THE FORESTS — |
MAHENDRA || GAVE| | HOW COULD | &
GOOD WORK] i YOU A SWORD | 1 AM A |

- WHY DIPH"T You ZAMINDAR.

JIVARNANDA ,
TAKE THE
MOMNEY TO

Yo AFRE
Lo TS.

e ¥y

5 = g

ha
ey
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| WE ARE NOT

DACOITS !

ol THEY ARE

| THE DACOITS.

THAT WEALTH

| RIGHTFULLY

BELOMGS

T US —

¥ THE S0OkS

OF THIS
sS00.

o
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THE.-"-."- EHH LAMANLDH CLOSED H}é-
EYES AND BLIRST FORTH INTO SOMG.

VANDE MATARAM]
SUJALAWM SUFALAM ...

Youl
SING
ABOUT
A
MOTHER.
WHO 15
SHE &

J MY LAMD A
HER CHILD —
A A saMnTAAN

HOW MAaNY
OF You ~
ARE THERER| ~

| HAVE TAKEM A
VoW TO FREE
OUR MOTHER.!

el WE HAVE VOWED TO S -

R | MUST GO

GIVE UPALL FAMILY : 4

TIES TILL SHE 15 FF:‘_EE!' Rl BACE. | AM
THERE ! THAT IS5 sl | ALY | OUS
ANAKDA-MATH COUR | ABOUT MY
SECRET ABOPE . WILL : WIFE AMD
YO JOIM US T CHILE.

THEY ARE SAFE
WITH SATYANAMNDA.
I’LL TAKE YOoU TO

-

‘-‘*--'1!'-

o
-




HNS-_’E—‘E AMNAMNDA MATH , SATYAMNMANDA TOOK. MEHEN.!J‘RH THESU&'?H A
| METWORK .::a-l-‘ TLINNE S T A LARGE SHREMNE .

VAMDBE MATARAM .THIS 1S Il
THE FORM IN WHIcH we [
WORSHIP OUR MOTHER.
sAY VANDE MATARAM.

'“T : [ !

|! gl L] || || 1.

|l|' Hl I '_ e
g [} L'

LET US GO BACK TO
PADACHIHMNO . WE WILL MEVER
MAKE IT TO THE CITY. :

KALYAN! SHED TEARS OF JOY.

SOMEHOW [ THEM WHY

:
| BELIEVE IN W poN’T wou | | PEECFE WORRY. ||
THESE N oIVE US UP AMD WHAT L THAT .!
SANYASIS. M AND JOIN WILL You |
0O & WHERE |
WILL Your

cle

L8




JUST THEN UNNOTICED BY THEM
THEIR CHILD HAD PICKED P THE
CASKET OF POISON .

: | HOW DID Yo GET

v |THAT P &IVE IT TO
3§ me AT ONCE!

HOoW | HAVE

NOTHIMG TO LIVE
FOR! YOou 60 TO
ANANDA MATH.

| HAVE LOST ALL )
WHY SHOULD

COME WITH ME. [~
| HAVE WORK

SHE HAS SWALLOWED
SOME -l'_','JF_ IT. MAKE
HER SPIT IT OUT.

KALYAMI FWHY
DD You Do
THIS & WHY ©
wHY T




SATYANANDA SPIED JIVANANEA HIPING BEHING A BLUSH . HE
CALLED OUIT SOMETHING N SANERKRIT WHICH THE CAFPTORS

MISTOOK FOR A cHANT.

X IH THE FOREST, OM THE BAMK OF THE RIVER,
THERE 1S9 A WOMAMN..

SUANANDA SOON FOLMND KALYAN. | HOPE BHAVANAMDA
OR SOMEOME ELSE

[T .t M| THE MOTHER 1S DEAD. COMES THIS WaAY
o ; i BUT THE cHILD IS ALIVE. AR CREMASTES
e e Y IT MUST BE MAHENDRAS| |THE BODY. THE

FAMILY . CHILL? MEE[L'S
- IMMEDIATE CARE g

SINCE HE WAS A SANTAAN , JIVANANDA COULD NQT GO TO HIS WIFE TILL
THE LAND WAS FREE. SO HE WENT T© H/5 SISTERS HOUSE.

I WAKNT Yol TO WHAT A FERETTY
TAKE CARE CHILL?, GIVE IT TO ME.
OF THIS CHILE. -




WITH A HEAVY HEART HIAANANDS |

CAS JIANANDA TURMNED TO &0
SHANTI s HIS WIFE REACHEDR THERE.

MY LIFE HAS MO

UNHAPPY . WHAT S
THE MATTER?'

SHANTI , YO LOOK
MEAMING WITHOWT YOul.

FARTED FROM HiS WYFE.

| WILL FOLLOW
HIAN .-

MEANWHILE AT ANANDA MATH —

THERE |5 MEWS THAT
THE SOLDIERS ARE | WILL &0 QUT
ARRESTING IN SEARCH OF
SAMYASIS . AND
GURLLI
HAS MOT
YET A Iy
| RETURMNED, | g8

DRESSED AS A NQBLEMAN,
BHAVANANDA LEFT ON
HORSEBACK.

WHAT’S THIS P A
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN !
SHE SEEMS

TO BE DEAD.

7
{ E
i

£
P
~ %

! [l




BHAVANANGA BROLGHT SOME HERBS

| PLL TAKE HER TO THE
AND POLIRED THEIR JUICE INTO | CITY AMD LEAVE HER [
KALYANIS MOUTH . | IN A SAFE PLACE.
| | WONDER WHO
SHE IS
BREATHING .

MEANWHIELE , AT ANANDA MATH -
SURUJ] AND MAHEMDRA ARE
IN THE CITY JAIL.BHAVANANDA

ARMED WITH SWORDS AND SPEARS , THE |
SAMNTAANS LEFT PR THE CITY.

|
HARE | e
HAS NOT RETURNED EITHER. MURARE! . |7 B o T
WE'LL FREE OUR aURUJ. . / i red

2 [
o IR

BOLDLY THEY AT TACKED THE GLARDS OF THE JAIL
AND FEEEL SATYANANELA ANG MAMHENDEA.

—

| AM FLEASED WITH
YOuU . THE DAYy OuR
LAME WILL BE FREE

IS NOT FAR OFF.




AS THEY FPROCEEDED TOWARLS
ANANDA MATH —

X

BRITISH SOLDPIERS!
THEY'VE HEARD OF
GURUJII'S EScAPE]
HARI ! HAR! !

THEWR SWORES ANED SFEARS WERE NO

MATCEH AGAINST THE GUNS . HUNCREDS

CIEC:  [n

LATER , BHAVANANDA TOO REACHED
THE SCENE-8HT — | -
FALL BACK! THIS
sACRIFICE 1S

MEAMIMEGELESS.

THAT NieMHT AT ANANLA MATH -+

MOTHER— |

i GURLIJI . ] WOULLE LIKE
TO BE INITIATEDR AS A
SAMYAS|. I'LL READILY
ME FOR THE CAUSE.

O YOU PROMISE TO GIVE
U ALL wWorRLD>LY TIES TILL

THE MOTHER 15 FREED &

.

[T

I DO




; I HAME Yoo
NAVINANANDA .

THERE WAS SOMEBOLY ELSE
WAITING T BE CORPAINED TOO-

DO YOU PROMISE TO GIVE
vouR LIFE , IF NEED BE,
TO FREE THE :

MOTHER ©

LATER WHEN SATYANANMDA
"WAS ALONVE WITH MAVINANANDA—

Yol SEEAM TO BE A

woman DISGUISED

AS A MAMN. TELL ME
THE TRUTH.

1AM A ¥
{ woman. [

THE
DOORS
OF
ANAMDA
MATH
ARE

| CAM FIGHT

| A WELL AS

A AMY MAN,
W TEST ME.

WE ARE HERE
wHY 2 | [Te FIGHT FOR
THE MOTHER.-




Lad™d™ Ay

STRING THIS

BEFOREE | TRY,
LET ME KNOW .
HAVE ALL THE
SAMNTAAMS

SUCCEEDPED T

"."l.
4. %

)
P ¥
Ly
4 R
L
]

NG, NOT ALL . ONLY
TWO OF US HAVE .
OMNE 18 JIVANAMNDA..

I-l" -

% N
[ R 2

.--THE OTHER, '
MY SELF |
L.

OMPLETE THE SENTENCE SHANT/
AL STRUNG THE BOW AND THEOWMN
T AT THE FEET OF SATYANANDA .

L]

ARE You A
FAIRY © OR A
GODDESS &
q\“ MEITHER. . | AM SHAMNTI,
JIVANANDA'S WIFE , AN
ORDINARY WoMARN . BUT
| HAVE BEEM TRAIMNED
FROM CHILDHOOD IO
LEAD A HAR[: LIFE.




CAN 1 (oMLY FOR TONIGHT.
| &5TAY TOMORREOW Yo
MUST LEAVE . BUT

HERE &
T Youl ARE WELCOME

\ TO HELF US.

'|III .

y r i

SATYAMAMNDS THEN CALLEL MAMENERA
T MHIS oo .
MAHENDRA, ,
YOUR. DAUGHTER |
IS ALIVE . i

: e Ao

rm'-l-——‘—- %

T HARE
GODIWHERE | 5
5 SHET

MAav | SEE
HER ¥

| I
f
[ LS

—— ——m

| JIVANANDAS HAS PLACED ¥
: HER IN SAFE HANDS.
Yo MaAay SEE HER ]
AFTER YoOU €OMPLETE
Yol MISSIOM - Yol
!ARE. A SANTAAN NOW.

'WHAT cAN | DO
FOR THE
MOTHERT

ll '{':IF:'IF.III /) J
o
/

N !
L |l

(T TO THE BLOODY
i . BATTLE IM THE

YoU WERE A WITHNESS

CITY .. SWORDS ARE
INEFFECTUAL BEFORE
GUMNS .| WANT sUMS
AND CAMNMOMNS TO

AT PARACHIHNO
YOu HAVE A BIG
HOUSE WHICH
CAM BE SECRETLY
CONVERTED INTD
A FOUNDRY .
THE WwiLLAGE
AN BE

COMVERTED INTO
A FORT.

4




SATYAMNANLS WENT W A FTULWR UF THE COENTEY . HE SENT EXEFEERT
SUNSMITHSE AND SWORDSMITHS TO PADACHINNG s NOW A STRONG FORT. . .

. Tl - WHERE UNDER MAHENDRA’S
T e R SUPERVISION ; GLINS AND CANNONS
T | WERE BEING MADE.

k e |
| - _:__.E_:__"-' - _.- : i :
ot - o e LT | j* ¥
N _— ,:"! I| o8 '
| i
. - : |
| ;
L

: . _15 )' i o
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AFTER ABQUT A YEAR, THE SANTAANS GATHERED N A MANGE GROVE.
THEIR RANKS HAL SWELLED TO QUVER TEN THOLSAND . THEY WERE EAGERLY
AWAITING THE ARRIVAL OF SATYANANESA , THEIR SLRL.

MAVINANARMDA | HEAR = GURLUJI WILL LEAD
THAT WARREMN HASTINGS "fag US TO VICTORY. |
HAS SENT A Bl& ENGLISH R '
ARMY LUMDER CAPTAIN

THOMAS T CRUSH LS.

. " .- v T -
] B e o [
= . ! I.:;:r ‘.._,-*'l . y
o i
- i .




BROTHERS! THE TIME
VICTORY 15 MOT IS NOT YET
*| FAR. OFF. VAMDE RIFPE.. WE
MATARAM ] WILL HAVE

TO WAIT
VANDE MATARAM | WE
ARE READY.LET Us | [AWHILE.

MARCH ON CAPT.

SATYANANDA CAME.

SHELLS, FIRED BY BRITISH CANMNONS ,
BLRST AROLND THEM.

/LTHE BRITISH HAVE COME.

- I.'||.
'H‘

THE cANNONS TOOK A HEAVY ToOLL . J

L]
oy I 17

e B

- JIVANANDA | 2 e
A | APPOINT  wou et T
| COMMAMNDER OF
THE FORCES. @0, T
GET THE CANMONS

OF THE BRITISH.

t SIDE -OF HER BELOVED
THAT DAY EVEN IN BA TLE

=




e S G LN CELE ] HARI Y HARH | ’HNGTHEE ROUND OF FIRE FROM
", "-1\ T

THE CANNONS KILLED MAMNY.
VAMDE -

THIS SACRIFICE &
UNMECESSARY.

I&ﬂ.-:-?uf..-'f HAS ORDERERD SHOWTS OF ‘VAMNOE MAaTaRam’® REMNT
HE T &0 AND SET THE THE AR AS THE SANTAANS RODE

BRITISH CANNONS .| AM TOWARPS THE ENEMY.
BOING - WILL YOU COME &

HEANWHILE » CAPTAIN THOMAS HAD SENT A tMNIT 7O COVER THE
SOUTHERN FLANKS. == - . |

S

NOW SHELLS RAINED FROM
THE SOUTH ALSO. -



7 TAANS WERE TRAPPED .
MHE SAN THERE 1S ONLY OME |

BHAVANANDA | NOT e il i Sl
A SINGLE MAN CAM WHAT e Y Y THE BRIDGE ON
ESCAPE ALIVE NOW, SHOULD | " % THE: RIVER. Auitic
UNLESS WE THIMK
FAST.

BUT IF THE €cANMNOM SHELLS |...-..
FALL ON THE BRIDGE WHILE |/ :
THE SANTAANS ARE MO, dIVANANDA| YOU LEAD
CROSSING s ALL WILL DIE. THE. SANTAANS T SAFETY
WHILE [ HOLD BACK THE
BRITISH .

i

_____

hm)

e oy LET US DIE SO THAT
i D e e OTHERS maAavy LIVE.
T S LR e VAMDE MATAR !
VANDE gl et ‘q"fﬂ.‘
MATARAM! =T e A ¥

= }-sn'-;- e

—T —— .
el e e, T e, E —

gl VTH ABOUT 2000 MEN, BHAVANANDA
= CACED THE BRITISH CANNONS.

]
e — Ly




AS NEANANLA AN THE SANTAANS | BHAVAMANGA ATTACKED CAFPTAIM
FOLPE T SAFETY — THOMAS —

LET MOME EscAPE.
FoLLOW THEM . TAEKE
CAMMONS WITH YO0

[ 'CHARGE | |

IN A MATTER OF MINUTES CAPTAIN | | THEY TIED HIM AND RUSHED TO
THOMAS HAS CAPTLEED, THE HELEP O2F JPANANDA ...

vee WHO WAS MHAVING A DIFEICLILT TIME BECALISE OF THE CANNONS.

' \‘ i~ .‘"‘;’f_
. qF :

B

ey il

THE SHELIS STARTEL FALLING
N THE BEICGE ON WHICH THE
SANTAAA S HALL SATHEREER.




BHAVANANDA COULD NOT BEAR

TO SEE THE PESTRUCTION.

INSPIRED BY THE COURAGE OF
BHAVANANDSA AN JIVANANDA , MORE

COME. 5 JIVANAMDA ,

LET WS CAFTURE
THE CANMOMNS.

SANTAANS RUSHED FORWARD ON
THE SUIC/iPAL MISS/ION.

SO0ON OMVE OF THE CANNONS l-'_:l-"'.--f!.E

CAPTLREL.”
't PLS

THE

TTurMN THE
CANMNOMN OM

1 BRITISH.

THE CANNON NOW RANED SHELLS
ON THE BR/TISH ARMY.

2 W

=-"=-_J,I-'

[l

2oy,
[

SV

‘.-.

‘4 :
ﬁj’i( z .

Ty

THE BRITISH ARMY HAD MANY CANNONS . THE SANTAANS HAD ONLY ONE.
THE BATTLE WAS STILL UNEVEN . JUST THEN ..

._'-

< CANMNONS  BOOMED N THE FOREST.




MAMHENDRA HAD BROWUESHT SEVENTEEN CANNONS FROM PAPACHIENG .

THEY ARE OUR l

e o
L of e A B ,-’f';f 4 /"
CANNONS . WE LL NOW 2 cop Lo i -ﬁ;*:ﬁfﬁfi%ﬁ’%ﬁf Wi
MAKE MINCEMEAT OF SrER s v L

o ﬁ..-.__.-:.-".*
THE BRITISH AFRMY.

¥ o
Wi ol o 2T 5
AT A
ot A R N
e, .ir.-';r ,_:-_,_r___.-".-'j-.:i:_ L r iy

SANTAANS , WHO WERE FLEENG ACkROSS THE
BRIPGE RUSHER BAcCKk To FleNT THE BRITISH -

L e

THE TIOE OF THE BATTLE HAD TWRNED . THE NATIVES IN THE BRITISH 7
ARMY RAN MHELTER -SKELTER.

,. : _
THE SANTAANS

SFPFARED NONE .




CABOLT FORTY ENGLISH SOLLIERS, SUR-
BOEINDPEDR THEM . SHALANANSA SEIEENEY
| TURMNED HIS ATTENTION To CAPT.
THOMAS WA MWAS A FPRisoMNER .

EALPT., THOMAS APFPEALED T

1’ RATHER BE
KILLED BY Yordld
THAKM BY THIS
| FAGAM . FIRST

KILL ME.THEM
KILL HIAM.

LET ME il \\‘w ,r-r
RILL HIMm ! » i 1

A BRITISH SOLDIER’S BULLET | THEN THEY TURNED THER WRATH
HIT cAPT. THOMAS . ON BHAVANANDA . :

I PIE FOR
MY MOTHER.
HMIPE AMATARAM.

£ ’.ﬁ" ¥ g




W F B CELEE e

FHEY MOURNED THE HERO ; BHAVANANEA]

| LE wASs THE BRAVEST-
MmAY HIS SOUL REST !
M PEACE.

BRING YOUR WIFE AND bk

TR . SATYANANDA SENT FOR
' JIVANANDA WILL BRING B2
o

AHENDRA - =
[ MAHENDRA,
| HAVE GOOD || 39
Fd_ il MNEWS FOR YOU.{F
oo ANl YOUR WIFE TOO :
ff IS ALIVE .

\ MAVIMNAMAMNDA WILL

e

-THE ENEMIES ARE STIL
M ErTRENCHEDR IN THE
CITY . THE BRITISH

HAVE A Bl& ARMY AT
CALCUTTA.

WE HAVE FREEL
THE MOTHER . OUR
MISSION 1S
FULFILLEL?-

—




NAVINANANDA D10 WOT HAVE TO 60 .As FaR AS

IT WON'T BE LOMNG BEFORE

WE FINALLY cRUSH THEM. | THE CITY T BRING KALYAN/.
FREE YOU FROM YOUR VOW. | TwHErE B" B | AM A POOR.
BEGGAR . DOMN™T
STOP ME.

B HALHAD A WomMAN |
N LIKE You DOES
MHMOT HAWVE T G5

BEGGIMNG.

| HAVE SAVED You.
DO YOU LIKE ME 2

HARM ME.
| MUST RUM.




| AM SHANTI, lSOON MAHENDRA WAS LMITED WITH HIS ‘

| YOU ARE A JIVANAMDAS | WIFE AND cHILD.

WOMAM . WIEE-1 WL = d THE GODS ARE KIND TO US] |
WHO ARE TAKE YOU 7O : | YOu ARE ALIVE.OuUR CHILD
You T YOUR HUSBAND.

1S ALIVE!

¥

MONTHS LATER, A LARGE ARMY WAS SENT FROM CALCUTTA LINDEES
MASOE EDWARDS T CRUSH THE SAMNTAAN LIERRISIMNG .

o\

¥ v

| THIS 1S WHERE
THE FORT IS. ",
WE MUST DESTROY [V~
THE ARSENAL 4

THEY HAVE

WILL BE HOLDING A
FAlIR.WE WILL ATTACHK
E FORT THEM.




THE RLMOLIRS SPREAD BY BRITISH
SPIES REACHED MAMENDZA’S EARS
AT BADACHIHNG . .

L

J
=

b T / : b

e < | STOP THE PARADE!
N l,: GET READY TO
MARCH T THE EALIR.
LN

| O THE FLiLl MOON DAY, THOMUSANDS

OF SANTAANS CONVERGED AT
THE FALS.

MEANWHILE 3 NAVINANANGA FLANNED
A VISIT TO THE BRITISH CAME.

WAIT HERE !
I'LL &GET THE
INFORMATION,

SHAMTI 5 TARE
CARE .

NAVINANANDA, NOW DRESSED _
AS A BEGGAR WOMAN , ENTERED THE
BRITISH CAMP. :

8 HA,HA | NO ALMS

FOR YOU ,PRETTY

| ONE! sING AND
DANCE FOR US.

! I'LL TAKE YOu ToO

OUR MAJOR.




WOJOE ECOWARDPS WAS FLEASEL .

/Ol SIMNG WELL. HERE?S A
SPEE. BUT IF You CAN GO ANMD
MDD OUT HOW MANY GUARDS
"HEY HA"-..'E AT THE FORT,I'LL
oIVE *-.-'i::!u A
HUMNDRED.

THE TARGET
15 THE FORT.
| MUST LET
| THEM KMHOW.

sAcKk N THE MANGD GROVE ,SHANT/
sAVE THE INFORMATION SHE HAL
sATHERED T JIVANANDGA.

GO0 AND INFORM GURUJI -
| WILL RUSH TO

MAHENDRAS HJE-"H'-:" HAL PﬂHEEE AT

THE FOOT OF A MILL . MAKENESRA
SAW A FISURE RIDING TOWARLPS THEM.

THE BRITISH ARMY 1S OM THE
OTHER SIDE @OF THE HILL.LET'S

REACH THE TOFP BEFORE
THEY DO.




IT WAS Too LATE BY THENM. | ré'.;.féﬁf_Em_é}}}ﬂr&& FIRE AMND SHELLS

LURPON THE SANTAANMNS.

RETREAT!

MO. CHARGE
ForRwAaRD!

THERE BEFORE THEM.

ik

e

AT [\

JIVARNAMNDA
HAS FALLEM.||LET’s DIE
f WITH HIM.

MEANWHILE SATYANANEA AND NAVINANANDA CAME

WITH THE ARMY THAT MHAD cATHERED AT THE

EAN2 . P R
A >

s

y - W e
5 :b ﬁéﬁﬁﬂf‘? = & iy ; @#:;' Vs I I
sef87 A=< 79

THEY SWEPT DOWN ON THE BRITISH EROM ABOVE THE RIDGE.THE BRITISH
BETWEEN MAMHENDRAS ARMY AND SATYANANDA'S

FORCES WERE CcRUSHEL

ARMY. ¥

HARIT HARI! r\\

[ VANDE MATAF:AM!_J

“h VAHNDE MATARAMI




TILL LATE INTO THE NIGHT HE 15 || LOOK ASAIN!
SHANTI WAS SEARCHING FOR ; DEAD| LIFE cAM BE
THE BODPY OF - .

| ALAANANDA.
AT LAST—

SHANT] CARRIEDS JIVANANDSTS WHO SAVED B A SAINTLY
LIANCOMN SCIN S BODY T THE MY LIFE F' FJ&I—TEEE-HE

WEE' HERE . TAKE THIS
HERE. HE’LL COME
BACK. TO LIFE.

- —

_"' DISAFPFPEARELR

L =

AT BPADACHIHNG — THEY SAY THEY YES,IT 1S5 POSSIBLE .| REMEMBER,

SAW A SAIMTLY GURUJI HAD SAID THAT OM THE
MOBODPY KHOWS FIGURE OM THE FLILL MOOM DAY .HIS MASTER
WHERE &URUJI BATTLEFIELD. WOLILD CcOME TO TAKE HIM TO
HAS GOHE. COULD GURLI] THE HIMALAYAS .
=@l HAVE GOMNE T
W WITH HIM P = P
C D P
- & 1 d
'E ~
Py S e
2y v '-,;-.:' -
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NOTHING WS LEFT OF ANANDA MATH. THOSE WHD HAD SURLVED WEANT T ERE
SEFARATE WAYS ., BT THE SPARK REMANELD ... AND THE SLOSAM=UVANDE MATaaM!







Nustrated Classics From India

Devi Choudhurani

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894) is considered to be one of the greatest writers in the waorld of Eengali
literature. His Devi Choudhurani is an enthralling, adventurous and romantic story.

Before Bankim Chandra, writers in India had depended upon Sanskrit literature for plots. Bankim Chandra was the
first to realise that history could be a rich source of material. His historical fiction became popular at once and he
came to be referred to as the Walter Scott of India. His novels, although originally written in Bengali, have baen

translated into many Indian languages.

Both Devi Choudhurani and her mentor, Bhavani Pathak, are historical characters who figure in the report of
Lieutenant Brennan, quoted by Hunter in his ‘Statistical Account of Bengal'. There is no histarical explanation of
what converted the young, vulnerable Prafulla into the great Devi Choudhurani in the first place, and what made her
give it up later. However, Bankim Chandra’s fertile imagination has provided answers to these puzzling questions
in his novel, on which our tale is based.

Script: Debrani Mitra lllustrations: Souren Roy



BN DEVI CHOUDHURANI

zﬁ:} Yot N /) Ttk

|" @:’w— e s M Il'. s
IN DURGAPUR ,A SMALL VILLAGE OF NORTH BENGAL , THEEE LIVEC A POOE
s BRAHMAN WIDOW WITH HEE BERLITIFLL DAWGHTER, PRAFLULLA . :
pud T e a1 e A R e d et L D i e .
FAME OF PRAFULLA'S BEAUTY REACHED | |AND HE WENT TO SEE PRAFULLA'S MOTHER.
THE EARS OF HARABALLABH, THE ZAMINDAR —

] wisH TO MARRY

OF BHUTHNATH . |
T —1_ /" SHE 15 THE GIRL s CuLS cHIES,

s ") FOR M+ 50M. POOR | EEHJE%HHE-HHTFE

T SHE CERTAIMLY 1S. JOUR. -k =

n Sl : BUT SHE 15 A KULIM A
S '\ BRAHMAN GIRL,AND HONOURED,
R : THEY ARE MARD SIR .
E TO COME BY.




THE WEDDING SOON TOOK PLACE . PRAFULLA’S MOTIHER DID HER BEST 70 ALEASE AtL. |
EUT —_— = R £

SHE GAVE A GRAND
FEAST TO THE

GROOM™S PARTY, ANP
WE WERE LEFT OUT.

WE sHOULD
AVEMGE THIS
IMSLULT .

TWO DaYS LATER , THE ENVIOUS NEIGHBOURS MET MARABALLABH AT HIS HOUSE-

» W = 5/R | PRAFULLAS | SEE...
i ! - MOTHER HAS NC |8
| AR || CHARACTEE.IF . —|i

ONLY YOU HAD
CONSULTED US...

TANGRY AND AGITATED  HARABALLABH WENT _
SEND p.fch;}I[ﬁ“ﬁh@ BUT WHY 2 JUST " /THERE CAN BE

TO HER 2. AND BECAUSE OF SOME i NO oMOKE
RN \_VILLAGE GOSSIPE : WITHOUT FIRE.

SHE MCED? NOT
RETURM-

Y




| 50 PRAFULLA HAD TO RETURN TO HER MOTHER.

= = == o =

1

IS5 THEEE MO
OME TO FIGHT
THIS ACT OF
IMJUSTICE ©

| SPEMT ALL | HAD OM
YOUR WEDDIMG. WE
ARE LEFT WITH
 MOTHIMG - WHAT
| WILL WE LIVE ONP

an>

THERE 1S OME,
My DAUGHTER !

BHAVAMI PATHAK.

THAT PACOIT T NO, MOTHER -
LET'S TAKE TO SPINMIMNG
FOR A LIVELIHOOD.

—

| THE TWO WOMEN SPENT TWO YEARS IN DIRE
POVERTY . THEN OME DAY — .
-' MOTHER 1 | CAN'T SEE YOU
STARVING FOR MY S5AKE -
I'D RATHER. GO 7O MY

IN=LAWS « -

.+ AMD BE HUMILIATED?
MO, MY cHILD !

WHY MOT & THEY
ARE OBLIGED
TO MAINTAIN




PRAFULLA MADE HEE' WIgy TO HARABALLABHS NOUSE ANG STOOD BEFOEE HER _J

THER—IN~L AW .
MOTHERE-IN-LAW. | SHE 15 S0 BEAUTIFUL ...

MOTHER | 1| HAVE AND LOOKS IMMOCENT
COME TO STAY o TOO- | WISH SHE
WITH YOu. et COULD STAY HERE.

| WOULP LIKE TO
HAVE YOU WITH US,
mY CHILD | BUT
| FEAR SOCIETY.

SHUM HER CHILD
FOR FEAR OF
SOCIETY & 5=

' WAIT HERE,MY CHILD!
'LL SPEAK TO YOUR
FATHER - IN- LAW .




AS SOON 45 HER MOTHEE -IN=-LAW LEFT , PRAFWLLA WAS ISHERED INTC A2 £OOM BY THE
BERUTIFLUL YOUNG GIRL - I — <
I AN SAGAR, j ; S0 YOu AERE THE

THE SECOND | ~ | OME. WHO HAS TAKEN
9= " \MY PLACE IN THE
. FAMILY !

WHAT ABOUT YOU @
THEEE 15 NOHE
PRETTIER THAN

HOW UMFOETUMATE

NO!I LIVE WITH MY
HE 15 I IN SPITE

FATHER. QUR HUS-
BAND LIVES WITH
HIS THIRD WIFE.,
MAYANTARA .
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| MEANWHILE —

BRAJA’S FIRST
WIFE 15 HERE.

THAT WOMAN !

'.?H._ ....

—
I £ ...._.--""-

I.' -3 -__
" T e i -t

" HOW CAN | &
SHE 1% A SWEET
CHILD AME--.

SHE CANNOT STAY
IM MY HOUSE.

BRAJAL IT 15
YOUR DUTY TO
DPRIVE HEE OUT.

|HARSH WITH HER.




CAJESHWAR FOUND PREAFULLA IN THE EOUM WHEEE SAGAK AL LEFT FTEK -

IRWARD AND TOUCHED MG FEET.

| AM HELPLESS. MY

MAIMTAIN YOu.

FORGIVE ME, PRAFULLA.

FATHER DOES NOT WANT
YOU HERE AND | CANNOT

LB S

:-—_]."I

LL SOON TAKE Y.
Ur A JOB, e
HOWEVER .

THAT YOU
HAVE ACCEFTED
ME 15 ENOUGH

h2 |

)

'l-

A

W)

.

VY URN

BRAJESHWAR BROUGHT OUT M5 DIBMOND
FING ANC GAVE IT TO HEE .

SELL |T AND UsSE THE B |T HAS YOUR MNAME
MOMEY TILL | AM IM ,-ﬂ"j EMNGRAVED OM IT-
A POSITION TO 1 WON'T PART WITH
MAINTAIN YOu . |'T EVEM IF | HAVE
TO STARVE.




e G J

WHEN PRAFULLA RETURNED TO DURGAPUR, SHE FOLIND HER MOTHER SEEIOUSLY ILL .

| AM DYING , MY
CHILD ! MAY
GOD HELP YOU.

ONE DARK NIGHT, A FEW DAYS AFTER HER MOTHER'S DEATH , FOUR MEN BROKE INTO
PRAFULLAS HOUWSE. |

THE ZAMIMPAR
WILL REWARD us
HAMD SOMELY
FOR THIS.

WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT
HEE BEAUTY 1S
CERTAIMLY NO
. EXAGGERATION!

I'D RATHER KILL MY-

SELF THAN SUBMIT
TO THE EVIL
ZAMIMPAE -




THE ZAMINGAR S MEN CARRIED PRAFULLA THROUGH AN UNUSED JUNGLE FATH TO AVOID ANY
ENCOUNTER WiTH THE VILLAGE FOLK . WHEN THEY WERE DELFP IN THE JINGLE —

WE CAM UMTIE HER \ESses i -
NMOW- EVEN IF SHE [t _ : -
SHOUTS , WHO WILL
HEAR HER & 4

{

SUPDENLY —

r LOOK !
. DACOITS!

st YOUR LIVES!

T 3 5

;i"~ J:%ﬁ;z:."-?:

Darga -

L}
-

DROFPING THE FALANQUIN, THE MEN BAN AWAY.
R AT A THis s My

SR CHANCE TO

e ESCAPE. S

"




AD SHE W.-‘?M'J'EJE'EP ﬁ&ﬂﬂ-"}"’ M-" THE FE-E'EET, H‘E‘.-‘?Fﬁ"-f.iﬁ -ui".-"i:a'l-h‘E I."PE.'-’W THE ,-E‘f.-'.n’.-‘l.-".ﬁ {F‘F A -I':"!S'qief.ﬁf

-q_.'l'.‘.ll' _'-_.f

*%?/_

ik} V'LL. SPEND
'y THE MIGHT

i e s «:f_ POOR
: - S 1 oL MAN!
| AM THIRSTY . (mh,_\d‘

PLEASE FETCH L
ME ..- SOME _I,r_;

S

— T TTTTYTS B e T e |-

PRAFULLA BROUGHT HIM THE wareR | | |

AND_HE DRONK /7 —
71 AM GRATCFUL TO YOU. ;
| HEVER. THOUGHT THAT

I' SEE A HUMAN FACE -| —
\AGAIN. NOW LISTEN.. ;"

5 7 ffrj*f ;

L M‘%-N*m -
- : j/iz:"h’l.".

H l//...ﬂm DYIME . 1'VE BURIED
| ! SOME SOLE IN THE GROUMD

MEAR THAT WINDOW -- YOu

|
I
J'Ji IN_ mAY TAKE 1T,
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AN EWER FLILL
OF GOLD COINS|

THE MF.-IT MORMNING , THE OLD MAN DVED . FRAFYLLA DLE THE GROLUNDG .-??' F’?.\".E .ﬁ.-"'r:??' i

&HE.FEII? THE DEAR BODY IN J"HE FH‘
F.-'Ei:l'.ﬂ WHICH THE TREASURE HAD BEEN
UG . THEN SHE CRREIEL THE PITCHER
WSIDE ANL HID IT N ,.ﬁl mEHE.E‘

| AM HUMGRY .

' BETTEE GO
AMD BUY mYy-
SELF S0OME

¥ WHAT ARE YOu POING
HERE , MOTHER™2 THIS

. FOREST IS NO PLACE :
_FOR A LADY LIKE wYOu. &

! HAVE RECEMNTLY

COME TO LIVE HERE.
IS5 THEREE A MARKET |
MEAE BY < i

% an SFEECTIONATE TERM OF ADDBESD £OE WOMEN OF ALl AGES. . h 1



THE MARKET 2
IT 1S MILES AwAY. T
BUT ... WHO ELSE r'-,:r"

STAYS WITH YOuU © S GIESTIONS, SIR &

dall | WANT TO Buvy
Y SOME FOOD — |I'm

T N5 E:?TT:‘?&E P FJ-E‘..-"-'J‘F-I'.'.-".E.{H? TGE?H T.-".r’.l.""

IHE H-‘J'E E-E’L‘FULEE'HT HWITH HEE.

S8 2/ A GOLD COIN|
IS SORRY. | DON'T [
A HAVE THE CHANGE QRS

WHY ALL THESE

YOou MAY Buy
WHAT YOUu NEED
FROM MY
COTTAGE-

THANK YOU,
SR |

ROVSIONS AND GAVE HiIM THE GOLED CoN

{OMLY SUCH COINS|

YOUR HOUSE . I'LL
COLLECT My
PAYMEMT LATER.

T ol

i, ’y

T T T T
I e o el
WELL , SHOW ME o

HE WANTS TO HOB
ME OF MY COINS.

L

WHY [POES HE
WANT TO SEE MY
HOUSE € PERHAPS

NO .| SHOULDN'T
SHOW IT TO




L
L

THA ke

F

ALL AND SEEK
HIS ADVICE

8 THAT LEAVES ME \

W LITTLE CHOICE .
Be | WILL TELL HIM

A WG WS 8Y NOW TEEMBLING WITH FEAE.

A5 SO0N A5 BHAVANI FATHAK SOUNDED THE GONG,

i,
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AS THEY WALKED TO HER COTTAGE, F.EHFHL."_H T?.T-'i"_ﬂ Hin HER 5?'0.-?"3" BUT HID ﬁ
THE FACTS ABOLT HE-IE' Mﬁﬂ?ﬁ#ﬁf

7 NOW THAT You ¥ vou MEED TRAIMNIMC
KNOW ALL ABOUT TO HAMDLE [T
THiIs TREASURE » FROPERLY. THAT
TELL ME WHAT SHOULD TAKE sOm
TONPO WITH IT. FIVE YERRS.

| CAM TRAIN YOU IF
YOU ARE WILLING
TO FOLLOW MY
INSTRUCTION S

WITHOUT
QUESTIOMING
THEM AND... &

.-« IF YOU AGEEE MOT | ACCEFT THE
TO TOUCH THAT MOMEY | AT CONPITIONS,
BEFOKE THE TERAIMIMG

1S OVEE.




GoOoOD ! | WILL GO
NOW 8MD SEND A
WOMAM HERE TO
LOOK AFTER

Yo .

AS BHAVANI BATHAK CAME OUT OF THE
COTTAGE , HE MET HIS DEPUTY , RANG AR

WHAT’S THE MATTER,
EAMGARAJ £ You
LOOK PERTURBED.

& THE GOVERNMENT
[& TAA-COLLECTORS
W HAVE LOOTED

g RANGFPUR VILLAGE.

SHALL WE ATTACK
THEM AND RETURM
THE VILLAGERS'

OF COURSE!
NOW LISTEN, I'VE
AT LAST FOUND A

PROPERTY &

"QUEEN" FOR US.

T —

—

SHE WILL BE TRAINED
TO RULE WITHIN FIVE
YEARS. SHE HAS
£ 4, BEAUTY, MONEY
7N IND COURAGE .

s !F'-L_ ei il
i \1

=




.51.'3\':?.-'-.-" AFTER BHAVANI FATHAK LEFT, 'ﬁ
FPEAFULLA'S INSTRUCTRESS ARRIVELD - a

i ")

BUT YOUR

'-?_lﬁﬂ;'é E}-HL":" A
SISTER . I'LL BRING
HEE HEEE SOME

I AM MISHI .-

BHAVANI THAKUR FAMILY 2
HAS ASKED ME WON'T THEY
Miss Youe

TO LIVE WITH

pong I}
2 L4

THAT'S MOEE

B
PRAFULLAS TRAINING BEGAN THE MNEXT THIS IS YOUE
—- THAMN SUFFICIENT

MOBMNING . WARDPEOBE —FOUR

[~ SARIS—HIS
You ARE TO HAVE OMLY OEPER.

ONE MEAL A DAY, CONSIST=

IMG OF COARSE RICE AMD

ONE VEGETABLE.

—

THAT IS
EMOUGH FOK
ME. ] HAVE
LIVED OM
WoRESE FAKE.




WHILE NISHI TOOK CHARGE OF PRAFULLA'G PRACTICAL TRAINING , BHAVANI PATHAK
INSTRUCTED HER ON VARIONS ARTS ANED SCIENCES. I

MOW THAT YOU'VE LEARNT
THE LANGUAGE YOu MAY
TAKE UFP LITEEATURE.

LET 'KUMARA SAMBHAVAM® /a7
BE THE FIRST BOOK- 7

T0 HEE.

THEN FOR WORK'S SAKE, AND

g

NOT FOR THE FRUIT THEREOF. 4

- T

tr .

‘BRUUNA 1"SAYS KRISHMA, WORK

WRESTLING DISCIPLINES
BOTH BODY AND MIND.

- i, = e - gl
ot iy oy .'I. C fom i el Ty ——
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IN THOSE FIVE YEARS PRAFLILLAS TRAINING WAS COMFPLETE.

HOoW YO caM [PEAL
WITH AHY SITUATION
WITH A CALM AML?

COURAGEOUS MIMD-

ALL MY MOMNE
—PLEASE aGIVE
UF PACOITY.

WHATEVER
YouU LIKE.

i

b ap ' U
4

P

=L

T FEMININE OF CHOUDHURI » WHICH MEANS CHIEFTAIN .

vou €AN po | I'LL GIVE You W

| Ipﬂs Al s.)

BUT WHAT SHALL )&
| DO NOW & :

L

Y

| AM MOT INIT
S FOR THE MONEY .
Y T 15 MY MEANS [
OF FIGHTIMNG

FPRAFLLLA T HE_EEEJE';HE THE [EADER OF
SME BECAME WELL—KNOWN ALL OVER ﬁfffﬁ.ﬂ.{ As 0

THEM | WOULD LIKE TO
JOIN YOU AS YOUR

(i :i|'|! HR 4

ASSISTAMT -
e MY ASSIS-
| TANT BUT
AS OUE

I DI EAPECT
YOou TO JOIM
US; HOT AS

QUEEM |

EL CHOLDHLRANT *
AetAT i




SEVEN YEAES HAVE

3
-
a
s
E

By

L

GONE BY SINCE | LAST
SAW YOU, PRAFULLA .

/" THE PEOPLE OF YOUR
| VILLAGE SWEAER THAT
vYou ARE DEAD. BUT

SOMETHING TELLS ME
THAT YOU ARE ALIVE.

JUST THEN — u;; R Jg
1 AM RUINED, MY SONTONCE Na° <=0 gl =
AGAIN THE PACOITS HAVE ¢

LOOTED MY REVEMUE
-~ COLLECTIONS.

w?f \E

% ol
5 .':"‘- ! nL .r.
., s
:|-"
gy
S
= .-"ig i
4 r
& =

MY TAA AEREARS
HAVE MOUNTED TO
RS.50,000.|F | DO
NOT PAY, | WILL
BE ARRESTED .

| WILL TRY TO o

4 BORROW THE AMOUNT
) FROM SAGAR'S FATHER.




T —T

] 7 -
f-f=... ALL THAT | HAVE f.-ﬁ“t:h-:‘:. ‘. ¢ YOU AKE CALLOUS

WILL BE YOURS AFTER

BRAJESHWAR WENT TO SEE MIS FATHER —IN—LAW. BLT — (Lk

. e === # AND MEAN.| WON'T
- MY DEATH , My SON ! WHY fj’ﬁ; [5G | F-{ s7AY neRre A
o WASTE IT NOW OM LAl L LN MINUTE LONGER.
ki YOUR FATHER ? AR
b
=i
ke F -
| .
" ]
= : _ ; L ] "'-]l? ’P‘{ »
WA A =k MY Ny
7D\ o il
Rt il it i 1
L
BRAJESHWAR RUSHED OUT IN A RAGE. | WHEN BRAJESHWAR TRIED TO FREE q
SAGAR RAN OUT AFTER HIM AND FELL HIS LEGS , SAGAR WAS HUET.
AT HIS FEET. |

NO. | HAVE SEVERED
ALL TIES WITH YOUu
AND YOUR FATHEE.

/‘EH::E ME
WITH Yoll.

| HAVE POME
MO WREONG.

HOW DARE You GET QUT OF MY
KICK YOUR, WAY. ] AM MO SLAVE
LAWFUL WIFE | TO ANY RICH MANS
' PAUGHTER.




HEY] LI LM AN

| AM A BRAHMAN'S .--OME PAY I'LL
DAUGHTER .1 SWEAR | MAKE YOU TEND

my FEET.

BRAJESHWAR THOUGHT IT WAS SAGARS VOICE AND LEFT IN A RASGE . SAGHR
HARDPLY NOTICED IT. 50 FUiLL OF WONDER WAS SHE. =

o

WHO 15 :
THERE &- DEVI

CHOUDHURAMI -

—

SAGAKE TREMBLED AS DEVI CHOUDHURANI £

APFEARED THROLGH THE &ATE.

J0N'T BE AFRAID)
| COME AS YOUR
FEIEMD.

MO, 5AGAR | PRAFLILLA |15
DEAD. NOW LET'S HURRY,
WE HAVE TO FULFIL QUR

[ VOW.

| AM AN UNFORTUMATE &IL,
CEVI Y |...0OH | PRAFULLA -
IT's voul




THAT NIGHT, A BARGE WAS ANCHORELD CON THE BANK OF THE KIVER TRISKOTA.
rr‘- '-I.-r= o _.-|' ._;. . !J: - : e = ':-?'IT%“I;-
® - T 11 - Bpada T s . = u
RANGARAJ ! THAT _ LT O SR
IS THE BOAT.LEAD Yo R PR DL e
YOUR CANOE.SEE L& Xy . :
THAT THERE 15 NO /NS 52
ELGGDS“EP* "’-:%";.: %
5 ; 5 )
By
: iy 5~ A
N 2o Al
|.‘ 'c!' -
-4 . Tl
—
S __b,_.r'i:‘
&
-
= =t &
= :
_ e =
Tk = kN
S L
LY -

Efﬁﬁﬁﬂfﬂd CAME TO HIS CANCE AND GAVE ORDPERS.

| S Y ...REMEMBER , NO
o - R : : 8l KILLING . JUST
) TIE THEM UP.




a5 SO0N A5 RANGARAY 'S CANOE CALGHT UP WITH THE BOAT ; IS MEN JUMFPED ONTO 1T

o
SPARE WE! ____.__—7542—

WITHIN A SHORT TIME , THE DACOITS TIED UP ALL THE BOATMEN AND EAUGHT HOLD
OF BRAJESHWAR. —
| - 2\ /50 vou ARE DEVI

- ; - ; ; . : gl
NOwW TO _ o i " [ CHOUDHURANI'S GANG! [N
DEVI RANI. LS T, ' | HEARD THAT SHE iﬂ

IS BEAUTIFUL AMD

BRAJESHWAE WAS LED TO THE WAITING BARGE WHERE HE WAS LEFT IN FRONT OF

A VEILED LAPY . i |
| DO NOT KNOW b A AR cwdl il |3/ AM NOT DEW
WHY YOU'VE - b Rt R | iRz [l L ' HAVE BOUGHT You
BROUGHT ME | Al xS iy FROM HER. YOU ARE
HERE , DEVI 3 0 ) R M {




TO SERVE AS BEAUTIFUL
A LAPY AS YOU.-BUT
WHY ARE YOUu DISTOR-

IT IS MY PLEASURE [T

TING YOUR VOICE 2

STOP TALKIMNG

NOMNSEMNSE | NOW,
START YOUR WORK.
FIRST TEND MY

A5 500N A5 BRAJVESHWAR TOUCHED HER
FEET, THE LADY REMOVED HER VEIL WITH

A LAUGH.

il el
gl

|
A OH!... SAGAR! \__————_

o T

MY VOW HAS
BEEN FULFILLED-/

=1

BUT HOW PID YOU
COME HERE &

e

BLAJESHWAR WAS LED TO DEVI IN ANOTHEE CABIN . DEVI GOT tP FROM HER SEAT
AND BOWED TO HIM. -

SHE 15 S0

BEAUTIFUL ! ANL

50 MODEST |
JUST LIKE

] -

IF MY MEN BOTHERED Y.
YOU, LET MY MOMEY
COMFENSATE . TAKE
THIS AND PAY OFF
YOUR FATHER'S DEBT.

\




...AND REPAY THE
LOAN - BUT TAKE
THIS A% A GIFT.

| NEED THIS
MOMEY. BUT
) CAM OMNLY
ACCEPT IT
AS A LOAN.

AS YOU PLEASE ! YOUu mAY MEET
ME HEEE OM THE SEVEMTH
e MIGHT C-"F THE FULL MOOMN M

BAISAKHT.

F/ /A
48 |

Ty RN

ik 1) S §
3\ L ﬁ@%*
._\___.._\_\_-_ -- ] et v Y | Ij__ ‘A |
il 9’ Gk ! BT | DELY TOOK OFF HEE RING AND PUT |

| R b BN /T ON BRAJESHWAR'S FINGER.

MY MAME ENGRAVED OM IT!
SAGAR, TELL ME | WHO 1S

THIS DEVI @ SHE COULDN'T
BE -

SHE 15 PRAFULLA]
| RECOGMISED HER | 24
THE MOMENT | SAW JASEF g

L s — - - =
.

1G0T IT FROM DEVI
CHOUDHURAMI . WE

HAVE TO EETURM
m T IM BAISAKH.

THAT PACONT ! WHERE
WILL YOU BE MEETING

* 4 MONTH IN ??xr HINDL CALENDAR &%



RETURN THE TAINTED
{ MONEY OF A DACOIT &
HOMNMSEMSE. OM THE
CONTRARY, HAND HER
OVER TO THE POLICE

ND COLLECT THE
PRIZE-MONEY- _rfor’

[

MEANWHILE , DEVI MET BHAVAN! FATHAK -

FECOPLE REVERE
Yo AD A GODPVESS.
WITHOQUT Youd
QUE. MISSION

WOHULD FAIL .

- A A
et S THAKUR L | AN TIRED OF
{5 “ PLAYING QUEEMN! TAKE
ALL MY MONEY AMND
PERMIT ME TO GO BACK
T MY
PEQPLE.

| MEANWHILE , BRAJESHWAR TOO
| was unmAPey.

|| PRAFULLA A PARCOITE
WHY PACOITY OF
ALL PEOFESSIONS T

" MORE OVER , NEXT WEEK
YOU . ARE TO HOLD COURT
AND DISTRIBUTE MOMEY
TO THE POOR.

YES.BUT IT
WwiLL BE THE
LAST COURET
I'LL HOLD.




AS THE MONTH OF BRISAKH DREW NEAR ,HARABALLABH WENT

TO THE PISTRICT I t

COLLECTOR’S OFFICE . oy

TO ARREST HER FOR A LONG
TIME . LIEWUTEMANT BEENMAM WILL
ACCOMPANY YOU WITH FIVE
HUNDRED SOLDIERS.

Aoy % SIR 11 €AN GET DEVI CHOUDHU-
e O RAMI ARRESTED. SEND OUT A
.uil!}:ﬂl- .-r'-; FEW SOLDIERS WITH ME- ﬁ
= o
WE HAVE BEEM TRYING "

LN

UNAWARE OF WIS FATHER S MOVE,
BRAJESHWAR WENT TO MEET DEV/
CN THE AFPFOINTEL DAY -

| AM SORRY,
| THE moNEY-BUT
PRAFULLA | WHY

ARE YOU A
DACOIT @

NOW 15§
THE TIME
TO TELL

{ | couLD MOT RAISE |

NOW YOU KNOW %

EVERYTHING . BUT \0F
| BE HERE BY YOUR

LEAVE THE BARGE

IMMEDIATELY. THE £

BRITIEH ARE
COomIMG TO
ARREST ME.

sTORY . [

=, -
i T

THEMW | SHOULLD




WHAT .o My
FATHER, AN
INFORMER 2

BUT | HAVE TO
LET THEM BRREEST
ME.OTHE RWISE
 WOUR FATHER
WOULD BE IM
PAMGER .

—= 4 f-]/ H‘-;.-?.f

THE CONVERSATION WAS WTE.EEUPTEL? 45‘:"' T-'?:"E Eﬂﬂrﬂ OF GLUND - RANGAKAS CAME

RUNNING IN. B
ASK HIM TO GO BACK,
RANI | THAKUR RANGARAY | AND YOou G0

HAS COME WITH
: | TO THE BRITISH WITH
OUR. MEN TO !

PEDTE{:T qﬂ“_ ‘.1 H WH'TE FL—HE

RANGAKAJ , LOOK
i AT THE SKY. oD
. 19 WITH ME.




AFTER CONVINCING $ﬂﬁFHN.|’ PATHAK OF DEVS IHTENT.I"G.-'FE, fﬂﬁﬁa‘?ﬁﬁd -F'I-’ENT o B
LJ‘EHT.EM-"-?MT EENNHA"’ WITH THE WHITE FLAG. '

SR ! LOOK, OUR GO0D ! HOW TAKE g
MEN ARE RETREATING! || mE TO YOUR DPEV| [2
WE ACCEFPT DEFERT - CHOUDHURAMI.

AFTER ENSURING THAT MIS BOATS HAD SUEROUNDED DEVIS BARGE, LIEUTENANT Hfﬂwﬁn,|
ALONG WITH RANGARAJ] AND HARABALLABH: ENTERELD IT- HE MET MNISHI AND HER SISTER
ﬂc??'ﬁ "DRESSED LIKE EHEEH&
1Tl 5 [T l;{ {/WHH:H OME OF : MO, SHE 15 LYIMNG
- r:'t r,j YOU IS DEVI TO PROTECT ME.
..u-" ‘ cnﬁupﬁuﬁnm? | AN DEVI
,rﬂ .- : @y N\ CHOUDHURAN].

BOTH-ARE LYIMG.

| AM THE OME

YOuU ARE LOOK-
ING FOK.




TO GRIN TIME , THE THEEE LADIES WENT ON CONFUSING THE LIEUTENANT .
A . VA oTHER Two BND
oy
i?,, ;

g y . { : M
LI % | AM DEVI I 1 |- THAT ONE musT BE A —E el
il CHOUDHURANI. /| I MAID. PLL ARREST THE y }{‘;E! = i
A i )
{ [ 4N DECIDE LATER. VA0
¥ T Pl - 2 ;E "
’ I i : .E:'; ."_- o 11-.-"1

I ".'f.;lf:'lﬁi-‘ Jn b s

MiE. b
F o

= ——— =

AS DEVI HAR ANTICIFATED, A VIOLENT STORM SCOON BROKE OUT.DEVNS BOATMEN WEEE
FREFARED FOR [T. BEFCRE ANYONE CORRLD REALISE WHAT WAS HAPFENING, HER BARGE
PERCED. THE CORDPON OF ENGLISH BOATS AND WAS S00N OUT OF SIGHT -

o=

. & . -

o L e ﬁ‘-

T ey - _r‘_h-"‘-‘— t;:__-_
'——' np— --:-—-—"—._"',

= e T

_ T

ﬁ', =

INSIDE THE €ABIN —

SORRY, LIEUTENMANT ! You 1R

ARE OQUR CAPTIVE HOW! A FEW HEA"I‘EE L ATER 7 2.51?
IF YOUu CARE TO LOOK NISHWHO WAS DosnG AS || e
THROUGH THE WINDOW DEV/, TURNED T Ity

HARABALLABH —

F-WE HAVE DECIDED
TO SENTEHCE

BOTH OF YOU
TO DEATH.

HOn WILL EEALISE
WHAT | MEAM. =

1 FLEASE
SPARE




| WILL—IF YOu 2= | DON'T MIND- WELL THEM - YOU G
MARRY mY SISTER. BUT | AM TOO BACK TO YOUR HOUSE
SHE 15 A | oLD. My SON AN AREAMGE A

SPINSTER. RECEPTION FOR

\ COULD MARRY

HEE. THE COUFPLE .

L

J ,#3_{‘ \
T o T e T,

-r.—-H"

e —

THE NEXT MORNING , THE GALE STOPPED AND THE BARGE WAS ANCHORED - DEV!  [EPIAN
L e T EE R GG ] __/ o ARE FREE TO \. | AM GRATEFLIL

f/’ Ve (O S GO, LIEUTENANT- TO YOu AND
--""'_-H:_. .'
Ay - '__ . 2 .

AND DON'T TRY ¥\ vourR DEWI I
TO FIGHT US IM -

YOU MAY GO MOW,
SIR 1 THE GROOM
WILL STHY OM WITH
Us. THE COUPLE
WILL COME TO YOUK

AQUSE TOMOREEDK.




THE NEAT DAY, PRAFULLA AND BRAJESHWAR TOOK LEAVE OF THE OTHERS.

RANGARAJ | TRKE CHARGE
| OF My MONEY AND CON-
# TINUE TO HELFP THE POOR. j
FAREWELL TO ALL OF iy ERE

| FOUND HER
BY 4ODP'S GRRACE.

BUT YOuUu HRARVE TO
MAKE FATHEE

BRAJA ! HOW DID
= '-:-'ELI' GET BACK THIS
. LDET TREASURE &

S5HH ! SAGAR ]

UL DEW 1& DEAD

; ! E_{r’{ wou LOOK LIKE AND &0 15
A GOPDESS, \ FRAFLULLA -

DEVI ‘N | AM THE

i:u(’
.1',.-“||
tcgu
iiaAl] B2

I ll | %BH_EE;/I

< g

HER TEAINING .l".-"-" THE FOREST MELPED FJ‘E‘HFH-EE.J'? T2 BECOME AN TDEAL

HOUSEWIFE - EVERYONE , INCLUOING ; HARABALLABH POTED ON HER. A5 FOE

BHALANS FHT#..-'?.F:‘, HE WAS 50 PEJECTED THAT MHE SU8MITTEL
HIMSELF TO THE AUTHORITIES AND WAS PEFORTED.







ustrated Classics From India

Kapala Kundala

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894) is considered to be one of the greatest writers in the world of Bengali
literature. He wrote Kapala Kundala, his second novel, when he was only 28 years old.

It is said that when Bankim Chandra lived in Kanthi, on the coast of southwest Bengal, a kapalik (a Tantric worshipper
of Kali or Shival frequently visited him. The mystery surrounding the kapalit made a deep impression on Bankim.
He conceived the idea of writing a novel about a girl brought up by a kapalik in complete isolation from the civilised
world.

The name Kapala Kundala has been taken from the Sanskrit play, Malati-Madhava. In the play, Kapala is the associate
of the evil kapalik, Aghora Ghanta, and she is as heinous as her mentor. But although our heroine in Kapals Kundala
was also brought up by an evil kapalk, sha is full human affection and kindness.

This story is full of romantic and interesting characters, While presenting this fascinating tale of romance, certain
events and characters have been omitted and the story has been modified to make it suitable for children,

Script: Debrani Mitra  llustrations: Souren Roy



DURING THE REIGN OF AKkBAR THE GEEAT, A LONE BOAT WAS RETLURMNG FROM
A VOYAGE OF PLGRIMAGE TO GANGASAGAR.®A DENSE FOG HAD PESCENDED
AND, THOUGH /T HAAS EARLY IN THE MORNING , NOTHING COLLED BE SEEN FOR

MILES . THE BCOAT HAD (OsT /TS WAY.

OH GO WE IT WILL BE WORSE IF WE

ARE LOST IFWE |ARE WASHED ASHORE . THEM
STRIKE AGAINST / WE'LL BE AT THE MERCY OF
A REL‘H' wiLe EERETE- IM THE JUM-

v. ’*f%' wﬂ“

ié? /
Q

'1.

# THE MOUTH OF THE RIVER HOOGHLY

FLEASE | PLEASE| REMAIN
CALM . WE SHOLULD FIND
CUR waYy BY DAYBREAK.




amoar Crifro KOairs
-/ WHY NOT ? BUT DDESN'T
THE BEAUTY OF THE SEA

MAKE YOU FORGET
YOUR FEARS P

NAVAKUMAR ,ARE YoUu
SURE ? SHALL WE BE
ABLE TO GO BACK

THE FOG GRADLALLY BEGAN TO CLEAR FTHE TALL TREES ENCIRC-
LING THE SILVERY

I by

AT ) | | WATERS ARE

. R LOVELY TO
{ THE SHORE! i
Eg A THE SHORE! |

BUT HOW SHALL
WE COOKE WE
HAVE NO FIRE-

WE ARE TIRELR? ANL?
HUMGRY. LET US
EAT FIRST AML

THEH EEST.

THEY SAILED TOWAREPS
THE SHORE ANDP [— ..
PISEMBARKELD. L §




THERE MUST BE
FLENTY OF WOOL?
IMN THAT VAST
FOREST.

BUT WHO WILL GO
THERE AMD EISK
BEING KILLE[D BY
TIGERS @

1{ Hl

JAVAKUMAR 15 A
RAVE YOUNG MANM.
HE'LL DO IT.

| WILL TRY. BUT
WILL SOMEONE COME.
WITH ME @ .

MO ONE ELSE PARED TO GO. 50 NALA-
KUMAR WENT INTO THE FOREST ALONE.

| HOPE 1'LL
BE ABLE TO
¥ CARRY ALL

@, 'S woop.




THIS 1S VERY HARD
WOEE. | AM HOT
USED TO CARRYING Log
SUCH HEAVY Lk
LOADS.

MEANWHILE NEAR THE SHORE —

SO0ON IT WILL BE
HIGH TIPE AMD WE
:‘,,_::LELL__L BE STRANDED.

BOAT WILL BE
LASHED BY
THE WAVES.

=~ WHAT ABOUT
NAVAKUMAR 2 WE
CAN’T LEAVE HIM
BEHINE.

AWAY FOR
MORE THAM
FOUR HOURS.

NO, WE

BACK FOR MAVA-
KUMAR LATER,

WHEN THE STORM
HAS ABATED.




THE STORMY WATERS LUNNERVED THEM ANE THE R

FASSENGERS RUSHED TO THE BOAT. ]

'—-'-_-——

— it

e
—
--.“'1_"-"'-"'—-'

.—r!-‘-m"'ﬂ"‘*- _"""""'

| i

m’: r\--.i'-'-‘-_“"
gl ]
B A T

b

S i -u:-;;"_"\—"-!'
. L.Hf-.j,h&_,.\

R —

1

A

_.-r':.g"“"-;ﬂ

—

BACK FOR NAVAKUMAR.

THEY WERE DRIVEN A LONG W..-"-'JE#" CFF THE ﬂ‘]‘&?’ AND THEY DPECICED NOT 7O COME

POOR NAVAKUMAR!

| HOPE HE MANAGED
TO FIND SOME

HIM TS HAVE
DARED ENTER

IT WAS VERY
FOOLHARDY OF

THAT FOREST.

T WAS LATE N THE EVENMING WHEN NALA-
KUMAR EETURNED TO FINE RIS COMFPANIONS

GONE . |

NO 51GN OF
THEM ! THEY
HAVE BEEM
SWEPT AWAY
BY THE SEA!

OR, PERHAPS, THEY VE

PESERTED ME! ANYWAY, T =

1 MUST FIND
SHELTER FOR
THE MIGHT-

4]
O

11




LOOKING FOR SHELTER IN THE
FOREST, NAVAKLMAR SAW A FIRE

— {4 THERE musT
i P\ BE SOMECONE
THERE!

—

AS HE DREW NEARER, HE SAW A KAPALIK
MEDITATING BEFORE THE FIRE,

I e

W | NEED FOODP
B AMD SHELTER.

THE KABALIK TOOK NAVAKUMAR TO HIS |

NAVAKUMAR WARS SO TIRELD THAT

COTTAGE. |

PON'T LEAVE THE
COTTAGE TILL

YOU AN EAT THIS FRUIT
AND SLEEP HERE. BUT

HE SLEPT TILL THE NEXT EVENING.

{ NN ==

* A VOTARY OF THE GODDESS KALI WHO OFFERS HUMAMN SACRIFICE



I-‘I-’HEA-" HE FINALLY WOKRE UP—

r-.—.‘._'.-_-‘

My
i

| j .r Lok '-.II\

.\
! ‘i{ i
A

e

§

-

®

27 THE KAPALIK
w_",',' MUST HAVE
Lol come AND
GONE AGAIN.
AND | AM
HUNGREY
ONCE MORE.

HE WENT OuUT IN SEARCH OF FOOD.

AH1 THIS FRUIT
15 DELICIOUS!

I'D BETTER GO
BACK NOW. THE
KAPALIK MUST
HAVE RETURNED: g

IT WOULD BE EASY

TO RETURN TO

_THE COTTAGE.
L




SUDPDENLY — R

{ HAVE YOU LOST
VOUR WAY, YOUNG

OH! YOU GAVE
| ME A START!
\ WHO ARE YOU T

¥ | AM KAPALA
il RUMNDALA .COME s

MALAKUMAR FOLLOWED HER A5 IFIN A
TRANCE .AFTER LEADING HIM T THE
COTTAGE , THE BEALITIFUL MAIDEN
STEFFELD BEHING A BUSH AND
FJEHFFEHEE &2 INTO THE FOREST.

W 5 G WHERE HAS
f.&‘“ 435 ( SHE GONE © SHE

=% /| WAS HERE A

.lll1 4 MOMENT AGO!

.,d?i
= = /n

[

i 'Jal'l

THE NEXT LAY —

i
b )

ET%'

| AM VERY ANRIOUS TO GO
BACK HOME . WILL YOU
FLEASE SHOW ME THE

=y

WAYE _ay

@W T

.|...\, o
= =

|

ll.l"'.l

I'LL SHOW YOUl THE
WAY. JUST F'C-'LLDW




THEY STARTED WALKING THROUGH THE FOREST. SUDDENLY NAVAKUMAR HEARD
BEHING HIA —|CON'T GO WITH HIM] " My N Hif i

: g _ HE 19 GOING TO Gop! | ol

Pills | SACRIFICE YOU TO &y i
@\ coppESS gy | |\ &

- r A --_:.' il i’(i': ) .'“‘_ j“':;- HHL! & ._.r"‘. .-r_

LEAVE ME HLDNE!
| PON'T WANT TO

YOUl CAMNOT FREE
YOURSELF FROM
My GRIF.




THE KAPALIK PRAGGED HiM AWAY TO MHIS PLACE OF MECITATION - - -

"BE CALM! ANYWAY,
YOU ARE GIVING YOUR |
LIFE FOR A SACRED f =

AND BOUND HIM FIRMLY .
CDON'T TRY \#
TQ Eﬁjy .

AFTER HIS PREPARATIONS FOR THE
SACENECE WERE COMBPLETED —

~ BUT WHERE IS MY
a2 / SCIMITAR 2 | MUST

|-I-
HAVE DROPPEDP IT ,
-
.-:'f'rr’

=5

WHILE HE WAS
1 STRUGGLING jﬁ’
WITH ME.

THE KAFPALIK WENT AWAY TO

e WHEN KAPALA KUNLALA SULDENLY [F——

APPEARELD WITH THE

LOODK FOR THE SCIMITAR ...

SCIMITAR ! | =
SH-SHH! PON'T M.ﬁﬁa >
A NOISE | HE MIGHT

HEAR US - I'LL FREE
You 1IN HO TIME.




+

iy,

FIEST LET ME
TALK TO THIS
YOUMNG MAN.

KAPALA KUNDALA THEN LED NAVAKUMAR 70 B : jf
A TEMPLE IN THE FOREST AND TOLED THE >
PRIEST THERLE TiHE WNHOLE STeReY.

-+ B0 YOU MUsST
S5HOW HIM THE wWAY
OUT OF THE FOREST.

THE PRIEST TOOK NAVAKUMAR INTO THE TEMELE .
“THE YOUNG LADY WILL G THERE ANY THIMG '

BE IH MOETAL PAMGER I CAM O TO SAVE
IF SHE STAYS HERE HER FROM
AFTEBR HELPING
YOU TO ESCAPE..

5HE 19 A BRAHMAN.
SHE WAS BROUGHT UP,

YES. YOU CAN
MARRY HER, AND
TAKE HER WITH

L You.
’{
2
T
,—-""'F'-_ 1 .'

, } !
/

/k

=
¢ JI é




POOR GIRLIV WILL N |44R4LA KUNDALA WAS CALLED . ||

£ g;‘zp;:; EEETU:ETM.;ESQE_ PAUGHTER, YOU ARE ALL | WwOULE BE HAFPY
b AND SHE'S BEAUTIFUL | [ALONE AND AT THE MERCY OF
/ |THE KAPALIK.MARRY THIS

YOUMG MAN ANL? LEAVE
THE FOREST WITH HIM.

HAPALA KUNDPALA BECAME RHUSBANEG ANC WIFE .
5 - .:,."'ll"lll '.,. '; 21 :

S0 NAVARUMAR ANE

) e f >

THE MNEXT LAY, THE FRIEST ESCORTED THEM TO THE NEAREST VWLLAGE. ]

'’ HERE |S SOME MONEY THANK YOU ! 1 WILL GOODPBYE.
|" FOR YOUR EXPEMSES OM NEVER FORGET YOUR
| THE WAY. HIRE A PALAN- KINDMESS.

A QUIM FOR KAPALA =
KRUMNPALA -




AFTER THE PRIEST HALD LEFT, A PALANGUIN
WAS AIRED FOW KAFEALA ANDG THEY - —

CONTINUED THEIR JOURNEY - “

| HOPE WE REACH THE
NMEAT VILLAGE SCO0ON- MY
FEET ARE ACHING..-- =

GRAPUALLY HE LOST FACE WITH
FALANGILLY «

( THEY'LL WAIT FOR
ME AT THE VILLAGE INN.
I'CANMN'T HURRY .l AM
FAR TGO TIRED.

BUT BY NIGHTFALL NAVAKUNAR
BECAME WORRIED.THE VILLAGE WAS

NOWHERE IN SIGHT - r_l HOPE KAPALA

HAS ARRIVED SAFELY
m. AT THE INM. | AM
WORRIED ABOUT
DACOITS.




LOOKING INSIDE, HE AW A LADY WHOSE HANDS AND FEET WERE BOLND -
| : ' 4 ¥ OH! TS NOT

PLEASE UNTIE - |

THESE ROPES. S KAPALA !

M+ SERVAMTS HAD JUST - : ¥ ...WHEN SUDDEN-
LEFT ME AND' GONE AHEAD ) _ B .’ DACOITS
TO MAKE PREPARA- - : ! . ATTACKED.

TIONS AT THE
VILLAGE IHH ...

You CAM COME WITH ME. |1 AM
GOING TO THE 'IHH TC JOIN MY

WHILE MY PALAMQUIM - ! - THE INN WIFE .| HOPE
EEﬁEEFﬁ% FLED. =t b NOW & & SHE 19 SAFE.

HOW SHALL

THEY TOOK AWAY
| REACH

ALL MY BELONGINGS,




THE INN WAS ,AFTER: ALL ,NOT VERY FAR
AWAY, HNP THEY ._‘:*ﬁr'.’?f.',?‘.-'-" E-EHEHEP 7 -

~ Aﬂ TR

"AH! My WIFE HAS
AEERIVELD ALREALY -

Iﬂ'ﬁi Y / 5'"

LATER AT THE INN — F——

| PID NOT RECOGMISE HIM
AT FIRST, BUT 1 AM SURE |
MOW. IT MUST BE HIM ! I'LL
E.FF_HH. TO HIM AGAIN AND
FIME? OUT -

/M4 NAME 15 MATI BIBI. /THIE IS MY WIFE,
| HAVE COME TO KAPALA KUMDALA.
\Q'IEH YOu. . | AM NAVAKUMAR
SHARMA OF

SAPTAGRAM.

PLEASE ACCEFPT THESE
ORMNAMENTS AS

= TOKENS OF

£, & MY GRATI-

=

BUT THESE @& e
ARE VERY VALL- e
ABLE ORNAMENTS! I




...] STILL HAVE SOME LEFT. THESE
WERE IM THE LUGGAGE WHICH MY MEN
~ HAD ALREADPY TAKEM TO
Ly THE INN. &
7 g T N v |

..' .y
A o3

IT’s NOTHING | THE
ORMAMENTS | WAS
WEARING WERE
STOLEN BY THE
| PACOITS, BUT...

WHY DID YOU GIVE

HE IS NOT A

SUCH VALUABLE
JEWELLEEY TO A
STRANGER T

STRAMGER.HE
1S MY HUSBAME

YOU MEAM ...
-—‘

YES -1 WAS MARRIED
TO HIM. BUT WHEN MY
FATHER BECAME A T
COMVERT TO 1SLAM, HIS / SESEEae
FATHER DECIDED TO /4
SPLRN ME .




NE WERE ¥ THIS 1S UNIMAGINABLE! CHH\‘\
dUST IT REALLY BE TEUE THAT

“HILDREM /THE WIFE OF A BRAHMAN 1S
THEM -

MNOW THE SWEETHERART OF
PRIMCE SALIM-uf T

-+AND THAT SHE Y YES,THAT HAS BEEN MY
& NOW THE RIVAL | STRANGE FATE.IT WAS IMN ||
OF THE FAMOLIS [ THE MUGHAL COURT THAT
MEHR- UNNISA
FOR THE
PRINCE'S

| BECAME KMNOWM AS
LUTF-LANNISA. .

A FEW DAYS LATER , NAVAKUMAR ARRIVED AT SAPTAGRAM WITH HIS BRIDE. ON
REACHING HOME, THEY RECEIVED A JOYOUS WELCOME FROM HIS5 MOTHER ANEP

SISTER .

RS YOU ARE THE GODDESS'Y.
B | OF PROSPERITY. YOU 4
L HAVE BROUGHT BACK ) J

I

e | ]

5

[
L5

MY HNAME 1S
SHYAMA . WHAT
1S YOURS T

KAFALA l




WHAT AN ODD NAME!
WE'LL CALL YOU
MRINMAYEE .

[ONE HAS TO WORK
ALL THE TIME HERE.
HOW | MISS MY CARE-}
FREE LIFE IN THE
FOREST!

MRINMAYEE | WHY
‘ARE YOU S0 QUIET?
| NEVER SEE YOU

I AM BOEEP WITH ALL
THESE PAILY CHORES-
| FEEL LIKE RUMMNING
AWAY TO THE FOREST.

THE LOVE AND
AFFECTION
SHOWERED BY
ALL OF YOU 1S
WHAT HOLPS
ME BACK.




MRINMAYEE , DON'T

LOOK 50 SAL. ¥ouU
WILL LEARN TO
LIKE DOMESTICITY,

SMYAMA WAS BIGHT . THE WILD KAPSLA
KUNDALA GRADLALLY BECANME
MEINMAYEE , THE HOWSEWIFE.

YOU'VE BEEN QUITE YT =

SILENT OM THE ﬁ

SUBJECT. WHAT DO

YouU THINK OF MY
HUSBAND 2

N THIE MERN TINME , MAT! 8/18/1 1AL RETURNELD TO AGRA ; 84T HER THOLGH TS HJE.E'E
STILL WITH NAVAKRUMAR . ONE PAY SHE WAS TALKING TO HER MAILD —

{ WHICH ONE 2 THE

oF Praed

PAST OHE OR THE
FUTURE OME ¢

THE PAST IS
THE ONLY

FUTURE FOR
ME.

THE PRINCE 2

{BUT WHAT ABOUT

LET HIM MAREY
MEHR-UMMISA.




JUST THEN AN ATTENBANT CAME IN. A S

EMFPEROE AKBAR
MO MORE . PRINCE
SALIM WILL BE

CROWHNELR SO0ON -

=7=)

HAVE YOU HEARD ?

,F

}=)

{4

CONGRATULATIONS,
BEGUM SAHIBA.

RIGHT NOW
o

| AM NOT A BEGUM.
| AM LEAVING AGREA

YOU MUST BE
| ouT oF Your

iF

B,

.r

EVEM HERE
| AM NOT HAPPY.
| WON'T BE— |
TILL FHAVE  ° |
SUCCEEPED IN MY,

OBJECTIVE.

ONE LAY SHE SUMMONED NAVAKUMARL .

TAKE ME AS
YOUR WIFE-

-

T HOW CAN YOU

SUGGEST SUCH

A THING ! You

KMOW | AM
ALEEADY

- MARRIED.

-7,




“IF vou CAN'T
TAKE ME AS YOUR.
WIFE THEN ACCEPT

| ME AS YOUR MAIL.

A

A POOR BRAHMAM

CANMOT TAKE A
RICH WOMAMN OF

. THE COURT AS

/ THAT CANNOT BE.. |

| WILL OFFEE. ALL MY

BELOMGINGS TO YOU.
DON'T YOU SEE THAT I
| HAVE GIVEN UF EVEN ' T

YOU ARE FREE TO |
GO BACK TO AGRA-

MATI BIBI BECAME VERY ANGRY .

YOU CAN'T ESCAPEY
ME. WHEN | WANT

SOMETHING,
| GET IT.

CJUST BECAUSE | AM
YOUR WIFE YOU CAMNOT
ORDER ME AROUMD
LIKE THIS!

——

e




HE LOOKED AT HER KEENLY . ]

WHO ARE YOu ?
ANSWER ME!

™ PADMAVATI. (Q
You \

' REMEMBER

. PACMAVATI !

my cop! /
=" vou'LL HEAR \
FROM ME SOON.

 GOODBYE!

STARTED TO GO OUT. |

WHTHOLT WAaITIMG FOR HIS REFPLY, SHE LEFT THE Ef,:' DM BEOUNGED, NAARLMAR

I roor PADMAVATI!
Y HOW CAN | TAKE HER
B BACK NOW @ THAT
WoULD BE

UNTHINKABLE IN
CUR SOCIETY.

TWO DAYS LATER —

HOW DO You
LIKE mv

—
EACELLENT!

BUT WHAT ARE
You AFTER 2

FIRST, KAPALA

KUNDALA'S
~H ) DEATH. SECOND,

REUNION WITH

"q‘l My HUSBAND.

II
L




PISGLISED AS A MAN, MATI! BI8!I WENT 7O
THE FOREST NEAR NMAVAKUMAR'S HOUSE
T2 WAIT FOR AN OFPPORTUNITY 7O CARRY
OUT HER PLANS . HOWEVER ,HER ————
ATTENTION WAS DIVERTED -

= s Ey
i,

THIS 1S FOE
KAFALA
KUMDPPALA ----

KAPALA
KUNDALA!
| MUST FIND
ouT MORE

ABOUT '
THIS -

FOING NEARER SHE 5AW THE KAFALIK
BERFORMING BOME EITES AND cHANTING
THE NMAME “KAB4LA KRUNDSLA "REFEATED -
LY. SLPEENLY THE KAPALIK BECAME

AWARE OF HER -
| AM INTERESTED ;
IN KAPALA KUNDALA

TOO. WHAT HAVE

You AGAINST HER?

FI BROUGHT HER UP, W / | ALSO
BUT SHE DECEIVED W PESIRE HER
ME. SHE RAN AWAY CEATH.

AND MARRIED MAVA-
I|~. HHMHE ] | W.I'EIHT -.Ii' )
. HER TO PIE. ;

I

|

) a2l 3

r

| WILL TELL
YOU HOW TO
BRING ABOUT
HER [FEATH.
LISTEN

Y 8
THE TWO BEGAN TO PLOT .




MEANWHILE —

MRINMAYEE,| NEED
A MEDICINAL HERB
FROM THE FOREST.
BUT IT's GOING TO
BE PIFFICULT .-

WHY 8 WHAT's
\ THE PROBLEM, ]
SHYAMA £

THE HERE MUST
BE PLUCKED BY
A WOMAN EXACTLY
AT MIPNIGHT . AND
SHE MUST BE ALONE.
OTHERWISE |IT

WOMN'T HAVE THE
PESIRED EFFECT.

YOU BEMOW THAT
| POMN'T FEAR. THE
JUMGLE . I'LL GET.
IT FOR YOU.

BUT MY

WHY SHOULD HE @

IF HE POES, SHOULD
EY HIM EVEM IF HE
1S UNJUST?

THAT MGHT SHE WAS PREFPARING TO
STEAL AWAY INTO THE FOREST, BUT —

MRINMAYEE ! TO THE FOREST,] I

HERB FOR [
SHYAMA . A




AT THIS | i SHE EXPLAINED WHY SHE HAD
TIME OF | b ; N | 7O GO ALONE . NAVAKUMAR
NIGHT 2 | s : FPELUCTANTLY LET HER GO,

ALONE IN THE FOREST, SHE HAPFENED T -"H'EE 7 MATI BiBI IN THE GUISE OF

A YOUNG MAN - I o N DALAT
I’"M GLAD WE'VE
MET AT LAST.
: You CALL ME :
B B BY MY NAME ,THOUGH W
- WEVE MEVER MET
BEFORE .

DON'T BE AFRAID.
1 A A WOMAN AS YOu
ARE.THERE IS A
REASOM FOR THIS
DS GUISE.




MATI BIB! LEL KAFALA KUNEALA TO THE FLACE WHERE THE KAFPALIK WAS PERFORM-

- KAPALA KUNDALA
MUST BE
x__ STROYED....

= =

ING His RITES.

WHAT SHOULD

| DO 2
. :

FOR A FEW PAYS |
AM[E? THEN
PECIPE WHAT

I'LL PO AS
You SAY- 4
:

T — —

YOu SEE! You ARE
IN GREAT PANGER.IF
_HOU FOLLOW MYy
; a APVICE , YOuU
MmaY BE
SAVED.

AAFALA KUNDALA KEFT HER WORED,
BUT SHE SAID NOTHING ABLIT T
TO HER HUSBAND. A FEW LAYS

GOIMNG OUT

& AGAIN | AND
SECRETLY!

| MUST FOLLOW
HER TO SEE

WHERE SHE

1S GOIMNG.




SHE C(OMES
HERE TO MEET
THIS YOUNG

MY ol !
ITS YO
DON'T BE AFRAID, NAVA- g
KMAR TS TRUE | WAS
ONCE gOIMNG TO SACRIFICE
YU TO THE GODPDESS KALL,
BUT | HAVE BECOME OLD

NOW AND CANNOT
HARM YOU.

IF SHE HAD NOT

POME THAT, Youl
WOULP HAVE
KILLED ME!




¥ 1 WAS ONLY THE AGENT. %

o 1T WAS KALI'S WISH. BUT |}

i NOW SHE WANMTS KAPALA |
KUNMDALA'S BLOOD.

YOU ALSO TISFLEASED i
THE GODPDPESS BY RUNMING B
AWAY. NOW YOuU cAM ;
ATONE BY SACRIFICING

YOUR WIFE TO KALI.

DON'T YOU SEE, Vi ' A S| | UEALOLSY GAINED THE UPPER
SHE 'S UNMFAITHFLIL § = ] d e
: H S 'Ll DO T

AS WELL® : - [
: : i YES,SHE IS

s : LUMFAITHFUL

& : TO ME. |

g
M,
']




WHAT 15 1T 2 I'™M BUSY.
I'M JUST GETTING
READRY TO GO QUT.

THE MNEXT EVENING —

MRINMAYEE]
COME HERE.

ARE GOING ! YOU ARE
GOING TO THE
FOREST !

I'LL TAKE
YOU THERE.




NAVAKUMAR FORCED HER TO ACCOMPANY HiM. | BUT | DON'T

MREIMMAYEE | THE TIME UNDERSTAMND - L~ -
HAS COME TO AMNSWER
FOR YOUR. SINS .1 AM
TAKING YOU TO

_THE KAPALIK.

THAT'S MOT TRUE.
HOWEVER,| DON'T
WwisH TO DEFEMD
MY SELF....

YOU HAVE BEEN )
UNEAITHFUL TO ME.-

'D RATHER AS THEY CAME NEAR THE PLACE OF SACRIFICE,
DIE THAN BE NAVAKUMAR SUDDENLY CAME TO HIS e
SUSPECTED

v v THAT 1S THE =

BY YOU.

MAN WHO WANT-
EP TO KILL ME!

©




'i:. ANMLE? THIS 1S THE
{' WOMAN WHO
Iy SAVED ME T HOW
CAM | KILL HER
AT HIS

| SUGGESTION®

MRINMAYEE] WHY DON'T B
YOU SHOW ME THE LIGHTS
WHY PON"T YOU TELL ME
THAT WHAT | SAW WAS
AN ILLUSION?

Ty
ey

IT WAas! You
THOUGHT | WwAS
MEETING A MAM,
BUT IT WAS A
WOMAN IN_DIS-—

| BELIEVE YOU, Y THE FOREST MAKES ¥
# [ MRINMAYEE. FORGIVE \US TAKE LEAVE OF OUR |
ME.1 AM NOT SEMSES. LET'Ss GO
WORTHY OF You.

AWAY FEOM HERE
GIUICKLY .

IT HAD ALL STARTEL IN THE FOREST AND WAS ABOLT TO END IN THE
OREST . WE DO NOT ANOW WHAT HAPPENED AFTERWARDS T THE EVIL

KAFALIK ANE MATY 8181 . THEY WERE LEFT IN THE DPARK WH/ILE NAVAKLMAR
AND KALALA KUNDALA CAME BACK TO THE LIGHT -



Hlustrated Classics From India

Bengali Classics

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894)] is considered to be one of the greatest writers in the world of
Bengali literature. This Amar Chitra Katha volume presents three of his famous stories.

The first, Ananda Math, is considerad to be a milestone in the history of modern fiction in India. It received such
wide acclaim in the late 19th century that Bankim Chandra, its author, was referred to as the Walter Scott of India.
This story vividly depicts the struggle for freedom in 1773 Bengal. In the face of all the misery, one man named
Satyananda yearnad for truth, justice and freedom. Translations of this story appeared in Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Hindi and Urdu. The song Vande Mataram, which Bankim Chandra first wrote in this novel, echoed
through the Indian freedom movement; during the Non-Cooperation movement the song was heard on the lips of
many, while they braved the lathis of the British police force.

Bankim Chandra wrote Kapala Kundals when he was only 28 years old. The name Kapafa Kundala has been taken
from the Sanskrit play, Malati-Madhava. In tha play, Kapala is the associate of the evil kapafk, Aghora Ghanta, and
she is as heinous as her mentor. But although our hergine in Kapals Kundals was also brought up by an evil kapalik,
she is full human affection and kindness. YWhile prasenting this fascinating tale of romance, certain events and
characters have been omitted and the story has been modified to make it suitable for chidren.

The third story Dew Chowdfuwrani is an enthralling, adventurous and romantic story. Both Devi Choudhurani and her
mentor, Bhavanl Pathak, are historical characters who figure in the report of Lisutenant Brennan, quoted by Hunter in
his “Statistical Account of Bengal’. There is no historical explanation of what converted the young, vulnerable Prafulla
into the great Devi Chowdhurani in the first place, and what made her give it up later. However, Bankim Chandra's
fertile imagnation has provided answers to these puzzling questions in his novel, on which our tale is based.

Editor: Anant Pai

Related Titles
Great Plays of Kalidasa » Great Sanskrit Plays = Buddhist Tales
Stories from Sanskrit Drama = Kannagi
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