CHOICE
OF FRIENDS

Narayana, the author of these parables, insists that we exercise
caution when choosing our companions. His charming animal
characters — sometimes silly, sometimes wise — remind us of ourselves.
We learn to avoid the pitfalls of life, along with his animal characters,
thus attaining wisdom in a rather enjoyable way! Most importantly, we
realise the worth of an honest friend.
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‘Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious fribufe o India’s rich cultural heritage. These books M
have been an integral part of my children’s early years, as they have been for many !

other families across India. Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat- ‘l
ing reading habits and driving their quest fo learn more about our roofs. " i

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS i
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TALES FROM THE HITOPADESHA
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DAWN , A CROW PERCHED
ON A TREE NEAR THE
RIVER GOPAVARI , SAW

A FOWLER APPROACHING.

O LORD! HERE COMES
YAMA® IN PERSON.
| WONDER WHAT HE

IS UP TO.
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®* THE 60D OF DEATH.
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JES.O KING! \( FOOLS! M | AND BEFORE THE KING COULD STOP THEM,
LET us NOT THIS COULD THEY FLEW TO THE SPOT.

BE SCARED BE YOUR ‘R

ouT g%@m | LAST MEAL- | CANNOT DESERT MY

GO0 - B~ SUBJECTS. | WILL GO

ALONG WITH THEM.
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A LITTLE LATER,THE KING OF THE [ NOY Y, . NE——
PIGEONS AND HIS FL c;(c”/z H/?;mp ,qNTO R }\3 u: g E;C;, D HARDLY HAD THEY STARTED THEY TURNED UPOWN THE PIGEON WHO HAD
70 FLY PAST. THOSE GRAINS PECKING AT THE GRAIN WHEN- SUGGESTEDL THAT THEY THROW CAUTION
LOOKI DO you 1 O KING, LET COME HERE ¢ A FOWLER’S | 6.%* r-——LTO o peee

! i NET ! - YOUR GREED HAS OUR KING WAS RIGHT.
g ‘ LED UuS INTO THIS. IF ONLY WE HAD
N U ALase HEEDED HIS WORDS!
R PR\ WE’RE
1~ TRAPPED.

/WED HE TOLD TH.EM THE STORY OF THE TIGER AZD
THE TRAVELLER.®AT THE END OF THE STORY TH .. 5

| DON’T WASTE TIME CARPING.
MAJORITY OF THE PIGEONS AGREED WITH HIM, - YOU WERE READY TO SHARE

WHEN — ,
'j FooL ! YRR g THE FEAST.NOW SHARE THE
O BROTHERS, FOOL ! -
S

NOW LET'S SEE
HOW WE CAN

FREE OURSELVES.

MUST WE GIVE uP
A FEAST FOR
VAGUE FEARS?

SPOKEN
LIKE A KING!
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HE PONDERED FOR A l
WHILE . THEN —

GET READY ! WHEN | GIVE
THE SI6NALLALL OF YOU
TAKE OFF AT THE

FLY OFF WITH
THE NET.
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AT THAT MOMENT THE FOWLER,DELIGHTED
WITH HIS CATCH , CAME OUT OF HIDING .

'QUICK ! ONE !

TWO ! THREE !

up!

w
s
. 3 - . -
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¥ BRAVO! I'LL
FOLLOW THEM

AND SEE WHAT

THEY DO NEXT.

-

THE FOWLER RAN FORWARD
WAVING HIS ARMS . )

l. .
| g
N

- - - ’J -

| MAY AS WELL RETURN
HOME .

HOW SHALL WE GET
THERE GOES MY NET, RID OF THIS

WRETCHED NET,
O KING ?

Q SV

CHOICE OF FRIENDS

V" A FRIEND OF MINE ,THE | [ Down v 115 RETREAT WHEN THE MOUSE HEARD |
KING OF THE MICE ,LIVES IN THE COMMOTION CAUSED BY THE DESCENDING
THE FOREST NEAR BY. WE | PIGEONS, HE WAS ALARMED.
WILL GO TO HIM. HE WILL STRANGE SOUNDS! IT MAY
CUT OUR BONDS. BE SOME UNKNOWN DANGER

AGAINST WHICH | MIGHT BE

HELPLESS. I'D BE SAFER
INSIDE.

WHEN THE PIGEON COUD NOT SEE MHIS
FRIEND — 7 \

FRIEND MOUSE, WHY 1T’ WY
AREN’T YOU GOOD OLD

GOING TO WEL~-
COME US P

... BUT WHAT IS THIS®?
YOU SEEM TO BE
TRAPPED IN A NET!

BUT | AM SMALL AND
MY TEETH TINY. SUPPOSE
MY STRENGTH FAILS ME
BEFORE | FREE YOU.

NO, MY FRIEND.
FIRST FREE MY
FOLLOWERS.
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T DOES NOT MATTER. MY
| puTY 15 TO PROTECT MY
| SUBJECTS, AT THE COST OF
My LIFE IF NEED BE.

e B
THE MOUSE DID HOLD OUT.

HIS FRIEND'S NOBILITY GAVE
HIM THE STRENGTH.

AS SOON AS YOU ARE FREE,

yOou MUST LET ME TREAT

vyou AND YOUR

FOLLOWERs TO “‘;
@

YOU . AND THEN ATTEND TO
THE OTHERS. IT IS NOT WISE
TO SACRIFICE ONESELF TO
PRESERVE ONE’S
DEPENDANTS.

NO!NO! 1 WILL FIRST FREE ‘

A FEAST.
A TRUE FRIEND

INDEED .| WILL MAKE
HH:M MY FRIEND

TOO- (&.
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THAT MAY BE TRUE.BUT

SUCH NO g AS THE MOUSE WAS ABOUT TO GO
DEATH WHICH COMES TO ALL S RARE- | [& THEN, THANKING THE oSl T7E Procc A0 | B i e Bt R
COMES NOBLY WHEN WE GIVE OLL . FLEW DOWN TO HIM.

OUR LIFE,OUR ALL , TO SAVE
ANOTHER'S LIFE. YOU WILL

O STAUNCH FRIEND, LET
FREE THEM FIRST.

ME TOO BE YOUR FRIEND.

W TR 5 TR . R - . — —

THE MOUSE WAS AMUSED- BUT AT THE END OF 'T -

HOW CAN THAT BE 2| AM YOUR
NATURAL FOOD.THE NEXT THING

| KNOW, YOU WILL BE EATING ME.
WE CAN NEVER BE FRIENDS.

NOBLY SPOKEN, FRI Y w | \

PIGEON, NOBLY spoi’;ﬂ \ ERSO0( ) POOR , BRAVE , MOUSE.

| SHALL DO AS You ANONCIRI e 8 cAN HE HOLD OUT?
WISH . - _,

YOU NEED HAVE NO
FEAR OF THAT.YOU ARE
TOO TINY TO BE EVEN A
FULL BREAKFAST FOR ME.
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AND THE MOUSE TOLD MIM THE
STORY OF THE DEER ,THE

JACKAL AND THE crow ®
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| CHED BY DAY —
V DEAR MOUSE,l VALUL THE MOUSE WAS TOU THEN ONE O FRIEND MOUSE ,FOOD FOREST WMERE
rgzmv.now (AN | YOUR FRIENDSHIP. IF ;/gu THE C(ROW'S DEVOTION > FOR ME 1S GETTING SCARCE T T O i
| DEPEND ON You @/ REFUSE IT, WILL Z’:‘JR - \' IN THIS FOREST. MUCH AS IVES. HE WILL GIVE ME

(OME MY FRIEND,LET ME
ENTERTAIN YOU WITH THE
BEST OF MY HOARD OF FOOD.

| WOULD LIKE TO MOVE
AWAY .

DOOR!
T

—————

T —

AND FROM THAT DAY THE TWO BECAME THE BEST OF FRIENDS, GIVING EACH OTHER THE MOUSE HAD (OME TO LOVE THE CROW 50 DEARLY THAT —
THEIR CHOICE PICKINGS OF FOOD AND ANIMAL GOSSIP. » ‘ e @)

' A Y
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—

IF YOU INSIST ON GOING,| TOO
WILL GO WITH YOU.l CAN’T
IMAGINE LIFE WITHOUT YyOUu .

” - 13
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1 T TTOR TOISE SAW THE CROW. MHE WA CHOICE OF FRIENDS
HE TWO FRIENDS SET OFF | WHEN THE -y -- . 5 —— = S T .
;‘ZZ,J ,f,e PR ST MPERE THE OVER JOYED. THE DEER MHAD MIS REPAST AS THEY WAITED FOR

TORTOISE
TR TONSE  LiVEL WHAT BRINGS YOuU Y FOOD WAS SCARCE THE TORTADE:
. WE MUST FLEE FROM
- HERE , MY GOOD IN OUR FOREST. e
| f ; OLD FRIEND 2 HERE .1 TOOK A SHORT
| ., | CUT. THE HUNTER WILL
SOON DISCOVER THIS
FOREST. IT’S ON HIS

BUT HOW WILL 600D OLD
TORTOISE MAKE IT ACROSS

\ THE LAND ? /
Y4

F

THEN WE MUST
LEAVE THIS FOREST.

\C

YES, IT wWOUuLD
BE SAFER.

AND WHOM HAVE WELCOME TO OUR FOREST,
YOu BROUGHT O MOUSE . THERE 15 ENOUGH Zf ”‘},’)’}‘}v”“f" UP THE TORTOISE AND
ALONG @ FOOD HERE FOR ALL OF US, AED HIS BOW.
AND MORE .

MY LOYAL FRIEND,
THE KING OF THE MICE
i HE 1S THE MOST VIRTUOUS
Al AND KIND SOuL I'VE

| AN 50 THE THREE FRIENDS LivED IR SR
: Iy COME FRIEND , REFRESH -
TOGETHER . ONE DAY, A - ‘ DON’T !
| T0 60 FOR A Sewat o T 7. DCTNSE WAS ABOUT /VOURsﬁLF WITH SOME R o BTRE Hade DEER , 60 AND LIE ACROSS
PTG o ri) THE TANK,A DEER CAME GRASS AND WATER. MY o ' . vV THE HUNTER'S PATH,AS IF
THEM. HAN
| FRIENDS WILL LOOK RESCUE HIM.
WSS THE AFTER YOU. | AM GONG
MATTER © FOR A SwWIM AND SHALL

JOIN YOU LATEK.
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WHEN HE SEES YOu, .
HE WILL PUT FRIEND TORTOISE MEANWHILE —

DOWN. AND | WILL 6NAW
AT THE BINDING STRINGS. THERE ! YOU’RE | MUST BE

FRIEND CROW WILL
HOVER OVER YOU AND
PECK AT YOUR BODY.

FREE . QUICKIINTO ALERT ...
THE WATER. SPRING UP...
' AND RUN.

— —

WELL ,NEVER MIND. BUT WHEN HE 6OT BACK TO THE SPOT
| STILL HAVE MY WHERE HE HAD LEFT THE TORTO/SE —

TORTOISE. —
ALAS ! THE FELLOW HAS
ESCAPED. | DESERVE
IT FOR BEING SO

THE DEER AND THE CROW TOOK THEIR POSITIONS . AS EXPECTED.
THE HUNTER 500N CAME BY.

A DEER!'IT’s BEEN
2\ A GOOD DAY FOR
- ME .

N

THAT WAS A NEAT
PLAN , FRIEND MOUSE .
YOU SAVED MY

LIFE.

DON’T SINGLE ME OUT. EACH OF
YOUR FRIENDS RISKED HIS LIFE

}L TO SAVE YOURS —LIKE MY FRIEND,
THE KING OF THE PIGEONS.

HE PUT THE TORTOISE DOWN
AND DREW HIS KNIFE .
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ONE DAY A TIGER,TOO OLD TO HUNT , WAS
WALKING BY A MARSHY POOL WHEN HE
SAW A GOLD BANGLE.

— | g W ———— e —— W gy ———
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THE TIGERAND | | -
THE TRAVELLER &
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| MAY AS WELL PICK IT  Ji t

/“‘f"r
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UP. IT COULD BE OF SOME W | L5

)
‘ >
A .,J .-ig -
Usk. .

I’'VE 6OT THE BAIT,
NOW | MUST WAIT FOR

JUST THEN A TRAVELLER PASSED
| | 8y THE oPPOSITE BANK.

p—

CHOICE OF FRIENDS

MEN ARE TASTY

AND MEN LOVE
GOLD.

THE TIGER SPOTTED HIM.

HEY ! YOU THERE! DO vyOu
WANT THIS 6GOLD BANGLE ?
| HAVE NO USE FOR IT.

A GOLD BANGLE! IT?s
TEMPTING. BUT NO.
| MUST NOT RISK MY
LIFE FOR IT.
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[HE LOOKED AT THE TIGER.

HM-M-M, I'D LOVE TO HAVE THLE
BANGLE. BUT HOW CAN | TRUST
A FIERCE BEAST LIKE YOuUu @

you HAVE EVERY REASON TO
SUSPECT ME.| HAVE BEEN WICKED
IN MY TIME. BUT NOW ? ON THE
ADVICE OF A SANYAS] | AM
CHANGED . 50 COME. ACROSS5
AND TAKE THIS.

IF | COME CLOSE , 40U /71 WON’T. BESIDES I'M ou).w

MAY FORGET THE

SANYASI'S ADVICE WHEN

YOU SMELL ME.

MY CLAWS ARE BLUNT.
SO DO NOT FEAR. COME,
WADE ACROSS THE POOL

AND TAKE THIS. ‘

-— T e — -

e —
THE TRAVELLER’S LOVE OF

GOLD OVERCAME H/S
NATURAL FEAR OF THE TIGER.

HE SEEMS TO BE

TELLING THE
TRUTH.

CHOICE OF FRIENDS

| WILL WADE
ACROSS AND
TAKE IT.

o ———————

e —

OH!OH I IT’S A
MIRE | I'M STUCK!
HELP'!
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HO I HO' S0 YOu ARE
STUCK IN THE Mmup, | SEE.
NEVER MIND.WAIT THERE.

I"LL COME AND HELP

THE TIGER WADED MENACINGLY UP TO THE

‘ .es AND POUNCED ON HM.

ALAS! WHAT A FOOL
'VE BEEN. | LET
GREED OVERCOME

CHOICE OF FRIENDS

—

LONG , LONG AGO THERE LIVED A DEER
t"‘ cm m “‘R AND A CROW.THEY WERE 600D FRIENDS
9 AND LOVED EACH OTHER DEARLY.

- A
SN Sy

GOOD DAY, WHO
MY FRIEND. ARE

DELICIOUS MEAL
HE WOULD MAKE .
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] AM A LONELY JACKAL .
| HAVE NO FRIENDS. BUI
NOW THAT | HAVE MET
Yyou,! HAVE ONE. WILL

| —

THE DEER WAS MOVED BY HIS WORDS.

POOR JACKAL . OF (OURSE I'LL
BE YOUR FRIEND. COME,LET ME
TAKE YOu TO MY FRIEND,

WHEN THE CROW SAW THE TwWQO TOGtTHM,
HE WAS SURPRISED .

WHO'S THIS?

MY FRIEND, JACKAL.
HE 15 LONELY AND
SEEKS OUR FRIEND -

DON’T YOU KNOW
THAT YOU MUST
THINK TWICE BEFORE.
MAKING UTTER

A STRANGERS YOUR

CHOICE OF FRIENDS

p——————

THE CROW TOLD HIM THE STORY
OF THE VULTURE , THE CAT AND

THE BIRDS. *AT THE END OF IT-

Y

...AND THAT 1S WHY
ONE SHOULD ALWAYS BE
wARY OF STRANGERS.

-

HE 1S MY FRIEND.
WHY DON’T You
S\ ALSO BE MY FRIEND?

BUT THE JACKAL WAS NOT TO BE TALKED
OUT OF HIS DINNER BY SUCH ADVICE.

SIR CROW,YOU SEEM TO
FORGET THAT ON THE FIRST
DAY HE MET YOd , You TOO
WERE A STRANGER TO HIM.
AND YET YOUR FRIENDSHIP
ONLY GROWS STRONGER

THE DEER PID NOT LIKE SCENES.

COME ,FRIEND CROW,
LET US ALL LIVE
TOGETHER IN AMITY

ALL RIGHT.
DO A5 YOU

[0 THEY BEGAN LIVING TOGETHER.
W THE MORNING EACH WENT IN
SEARCH OF HIS OWN FOOD AND...
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..« RETURNED LATE AT NIGHT. A 7
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ONE MORNING A FEW PAYS
LATER , WHEN THE cROW
HAD LEFT —

FRIEND DEER ,IN ONE
CORNER OF THIS FOREST
THERE 1S A FIELD FULL OF
SWEET GRAIN.LET ME

SHOW IT TO YOU.COME.

rTHE INNOCENT DEER ACCOMPANIED

HIM AND GRAZEDP IN THE FIELD .
Y DEER.

ONE DAY, AS THE JACKAL HAD HOPED,
THE OWNER OF THE FIELD SAW THE

THIS GRAIN 15 INDEED \ HA! HA! AND
VERY SWEET. | SHALL | WILL SOON

| COME HERE EVERY FEED ON YOU.
DAY AND FEED ON IT.

AHA' SO YOU ARE

THE THIEF WHO EATS
MY CROPS. HM-M-m!

CHOICE OF FRIENDS

HE SET A SNARE TO CATCH
THE DEER. : I*

OH! OH ! HELP ! I’M TRAPPED.
THIS 15 THE END OF ME IF MY
B FRIENDS DON’T COME AND

K

THE DEER CAUGHT SIGHT OF HIM AND
HEAVED A SIGH OF RELIEF.

QUICK ! DEAR FRIEND,
YOU ARE JUST IN TIME.
GNAW AT THIS NET AND
FREE ME.

aQ

-

e

—
THE JACKAL,WHO WAS WAITING AND
WATCHING , CHUCKLED TO HIMSELF.

=

)
.
\

HOI HOI MY PATIENCE
HAS BORNE FRUIT. WHEN
THE FARMER CUTS HIM upP
HIS BONES AND GRISTLE
AND BLOOD WILL GIVE ME
SOME DELICIOUS DINNERS!

TO HIS DISMAY THE JACKAL REFUSED.

. ﬁ v

I’M SORRY, MY FRIEND.THIS NET
15 MADE OF SINEWS.SINCE | AM
FASTING TODAY,| CANNOT BITE
THEM. IT WOULD BE A SIN.
I’LL COME AND FREE YOU
TOMORROW, TO BE SURE.
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WHEN THE CROW RETURNED HOME
THAT EVENING AND DID NOT SEE

————— e ——

MHI6 FRIEND, HE WAS WORRIED.

WHERE COULD HE BE?

| HOPE HE 15 NOT IN DANGER.
| STILL DON’T TRUST THAT
JACKAL .

V ALAS! MY POOR

DEAR FRIEND - HOW

DID THIS HAPPEN?

rAH | THE TRAITOR!
THE SLY KNAVE!

WELL,! WARNED YOu.

-

NEVER MIND.
WHERE 15
THAT RASCAL?

< S |

T ————

| AFTER SEARCHING EVERYWHERE FOR HIS
FRIEND , HE CAME UPON THE FIELD .

THE JACKAL
- | SHOULD
HAVE TAKEN
YOUR ADVICE.

HE 15 WAITING
SOME WHERE NEAR
BY. WAITING TO
TASTE MY FLESH.
FLY AWAY LEST YOU

TOO FALL INTO
DANGER.

CHOICE OF FRIENDS

————————

NO! DEAR FRIEND, | SHALL
WAIT WITH YOou TILL THE
END. PERHAPS | MIGHT

5TILL SAVE YOU. /

P

N

SUDPENLY AN IDEA STRUCK HIM.

F

e e— —

| HAVE IT! LIE ON YOUR BACK,
PUFF YOUR STOMACH ouT,
STIFFEN YOUR LEGS AND BE VERY

?TJLL.I WILL PECK AT YOUR EYES.
HEN WHEN ) CROAK,SPRING TO

—

THE CROW RACKED HIS BRAINS BUT
COULD FIND NO WAY OUT. AT LAGT
PAY BROKE .

ALAS! THERE (OMES THE
FARMER WITH HIS CLUB.IF
ONLY | couLD THINK OF

SOME MEANS TO SAVE MY
FRIEND.

S ————

YOUR FEET AND RUN FOR
YOUR LIFE.

THE DEER DID EXACTLY AS HE WAS

TOLD . WHEN TMHE FARMER CAME
UP TO HIM —

AHA!' THE FELLOW
IS DEAD -OF FRIGHT

NO DOUBT. WELL,
THAT MAKES My
TASK EASIER.

MHE BEGAN REMOVING THE NET.
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AS HE WAS BUSY FOLDPING 1T —

A
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THE DPEER SPRANG UP AND MADE OFF.

CHOICE OF FRIENDS

THE VULTURE ,
THE CAT

AND THE BIRDS

BIRDS ROOSTED AT NIGHT.

/3

ANNOYED AT HAVING BEEN
TRICKED, HE FLUNG HIS
CLUB.

THE SPOT.

IT HIT THE JACKAL AND KILLED Hm ON
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THE OLD VULTURE WAS

THE BIRDS HELD A MU ¢ CE.
O ARSIl TOUCHED 8Y THEIR KINDNESS.

POOR OLD BIRD.HE CAN
HARDLY MOVE AROUND.LET
US GIVE HIM A SHARE OF
OUR FOOD OR ELSE HE WILL
SOON DIE OF STARVATION.

| SHALL MAKE IT MY
DUTY TO PROTECT THER
YOUN® WHEN THEY ARE
AWAY GATHERING FOOD.
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ONE DAY A (AT HAPPENED TO PASS 8Y,

WHEN THE BIRDS WERE AWAY . HE DID NOT
SEE THE VULTURE WHO WAS NAPPING . -t Y
PERCHED ON A HIGH BRANCH. S 7 4

- <
~

AHA ! NESTS AND
NESTS OF LITTLE FLEDG-
LINGS . FOOD ENOUGH
FOR DAYYS AND DAYS.

N
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—rd B WHEN THE LITTLE BIRDs
B SR SAW THE CAT APPROACH
AN I THEY SET wuP suc A

S SN TW/TTER THAT
BEV \:é-“';:’t\(‘f‘ 7"7,1£ VULTURE
. ; / . 1:: WE WO
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A VULTURE !
_OHIOH|

'M DONE FOR!

CHOICE OF FRIENDS

f ‘

JUST THEN HE NOTICED SOMETHING.
r— v

OHO! THE FELLOW’S WHO GOES
BLIND, AND HIS TALONS | THERE ,SPEAK

BLUNT WITH AGE. WHAT up)
A RELIEF.

| AM PREPARED TO V.
DIE IF | DESERVE |7
BUT MAY | FIRST

EXPLAIN WHY | AM
HERE .

YES! you MmAVY.

—

[ | AM A CAT.

| LIVE ON THE BANKS OF
THE GANGA . THE BIRDS
THERE CONSTANTLY SPEAK
OF YOUR WISDOM AND YOUR

LEARNING. | HAVE (OME TO

STUDY LAW FROM YOU.

e

YES. BUT CATS LIKE
MEAT AND THERE ARE
YOUNG BIRDS HERE.
) WILL HAVE TO
SLAY YOU.
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| — e ——————
O WISE BIRD, WOULD HE SEEMS DAY AFTER DAY, THE CAT STOLE HE SLUNK AWAY AS SOON AS PEANWHILE AS THE BIRDS FLEW HITHER AND ]
YOU KILL A STRANGER TO BE SOME FLEDGLINGS AND ... POSSIBLE . THITHER ,ONE OF THEM CHIRRUPED LOUDLY
WHO (OMES TO YOU AS TRUST WORTHY. L -
A DISCIPLE © BESIDES, Y/
| KNOW THE SCRIPTURES TWEET ! TWEET! THE UNGRATE FUL
AND 1'VE OVERCOME SEE WHAT I’VE
PASSION. // WRETCH. HE HAS

FOUND. I’'VE 60T
THE CULPRIT!

REPAID OUR KIND -
NESS BY EATING

QUR HELPLESS
ONES.

ALL RIGHT.YOU
MAY LIVE IN THE

HOLLOW WITH MLE.

HE MUST BE
PECKED TO
DEATH .

-« VEVOURED THEM IN THE EACH EVENING WHEN THE BIRDS RETURNED

HOLLOW. HOME , THEY FOUNDP SOME FLEDGLINGS
MISSING .

wWE MUST

INVESTIGATE
THE MATTER.

20 THEY PECKED TO DEATH THE POOR VULTURE WHOSE ONLY FAULT WAS THAT
HE TREATED AS A FRIEND ONE WITH WHOM HE WAS BARELY ACQUAINTED .

IT’S TIME TO

MOVE TO FRESH
HUNTING GROUN

os..




