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As Ravana abducts Sita and flies off with her, it is the brave vulture & I

Jatayu who sacrifices his life trying to save her. ? Lo 3

With his unparalleled devotion, Nandi gains immortality as Shiva's ‘j | >
vahana. e |

%

The magnificent four-tusked elephant, Airavata, emerges from the
golden egg of creation to become Indra's trusted vehicle.

When Vishnu as Narasimha continues to devour and destroy the
world, he takes the form of the two-headed bird, Gandaberunda.

Shyama and Sabala, the divine hounds, are given the responsible
task of guarding Yama's gates.

These sacred beings of Indian mythology are endowed with
strength, courage and beauty. And by their physical manifestation,
as various birds and animals, give stature and respect to all

creation.

The stories in this Amar Chitra Katha are taken from ancient texts
including the Shiva Purana, Vishnu Purana, Gajashastra, the

Brahmanas and also from folklore.
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ELIEN 4‘7 Ha | & ”L IIN(..’.‘ LﬁL, ~'~ b.\’«" ‘ :
AT BEEN FONP OF FLYING AT V127V ING
- 'Y AL | INTT

HETGHTS, CHALLENGING THEMSELVES AN

EACH OTHER

LET‘%‘SEE‘NH\O 8

REACHES THAT
PEAK FIRST!

WU STRKONGER, THEIR RACES
VI ANV FANGER-RIPPEN.

—

I CAN SEE
THE WHOLE

WORLD FROM
UP HERE!

THEY WOULD OFTEN FLY UFP

ARUNA, YOU
MUST TELL YOUR SONS
NOT TO FLY 90 CLOSE TO
US UNLESS THEY WANT
TO BE SCORCHEPD.

{ MY SONS, YOU musT
NOT COME NEAR LS

IT'5 o
DANGEROUS. |-

DON'T N
{ WORRY ABOWT |
U, FATHER. /

I CAN FLY HIGHER
THAN YOU, BROTHER
SAMPATI!

THEY MAY
BE RASH ANV
FOOLHARDY, BUT
HOW SPLEND1IV
THEY LOOK!

JATAYU

V/ i




= | o mpe - G
. = ANTY? W TOAMHER > ~
— - ﬂ)"HEPA. r‘_j*‘_‘:—' “'I\_‘H: N *‘\"'4 _‘L”‘—‘ A SRR
3 :wi?: BEATING FASTER THAN EVEN 1= I'M STARTING
'5.151: s 10 FEEL A LITTLE TIREPV.
i OUR FOREST N © B8UT I'VE FLOWN GREATER

PISTANCES WITHOUT A
MOMENT OF FATIGUE. T WONVER
IF SAMPATI'S FEELING THE
SAME... NO, HE SEEMS
TO BE ALL RIGHT

LOOKS LIKE A Lt BEN
4PECK OF DuUsT
FROM UP
HERE

/

[ JaTAYU 15 GAINING
SPEED! ON THE OTHER
HAND, I FEEL QUITE
TIRED AND BREATHLESS.
AT THIS RATE, I WON'T BE
ABLE TO STAY AHEAD OF
N HIM FOR MUCH

LONGER.

IT'S BLAZING
HOT! WHERE ARE WE?
MY THROAT IS PARCHED
EVERY INCH OF MY BODY SEEMS
TO BE ON FIRE. MY BROTHER

LOOKS EXHAUSTED TOO.
N\ WHAT IS HAPPENING
TO US?

AN

r 46 64“?47 ‘4 ? 4 657 WHq’ W46 ? A, " - — - . ’-//
lA A - w 0 6' /// ,/’ - J/ o '

WE ARE TOO

CLOSE TO SURYA! IT
MUST BE NOON NOW.
NO WONDER THE SUN

==\ GO 15 SHINING 50
: BRIGHTLY

JATAYU

| ——

riE GREAT BIRD WAS FILLED WITH PANIC.

I CAN HEAR
THE S0OUND OF
S5URYA'S HORSES.

THE CHARIOT
WILL BE HERE ANY
MOMENT... IT'S TOO
LATE TO FLY AWAY..
WE'LL BE BURNT
TO PEATH!

IF I 970
CHARIOT, THE
UNIVERSE WILL BE
THROWN OUT OF

BALANCE AND THERE
WILL BE UTTER

CONTINUE ON N
MY PATH. FORGIVE
ME, MY |




LINAWARE OF THE IMMINENT

PANGER, JATAYU WAS ST LL
INCHING TOWARTS THE SN

THERE'S
ONLY ONE

LURYA'S CHARIOT WA
- CLOSE NOW

Z

W OF SPEED..

ITH A FINAL BURST

o

5 DANGEROUSLY B

1

SAMPATI FLEW O

VER JATAYU, STRETCHING HI% WINGS WIPE TO SHIELD HIS BELOVED BROTHER

N

JATAYU

THE FLAMES ATE LUFP SAMPATI'S WINGS,
AND HE HURTLED TO THE GROUND IN
FAIN, HAVING LOST THE POWER OF
FLIGHT.

SAMPATT,
WHERE ARE

SAMFATI HAD FALLEN ON MOUNT MAHENDRA, WHERE -

e | | \ \ ' 3

I AM UNABLE '\ \ \\
TO MOVE... AND

THE PAIN.. IT IS

UNBEARABLE.

&

N
\

SAMPATI REMAINED THERE FOR THE REST OF HIS DAYS, LINPER THE CARE
OF THE KIND SAGE NISHAKARA. THE TWO BROTHERS NEVER MET AGAIN

SAMPAT L,
MY BRAVE SON!
WHAT A GREAT
SACRIFICE YOU

HAVE MAPDE!

LET ME
TENP TO YOUR
BURNS.

)




AMAR CHITRA KAI HA

MANY YEAKS LATER, IN THE A INGPOM OF MITHILA -

7 o
s/\\

-

WHAT A ~
BEAUTIFUL COUPLE A
THEY MAKE! YOU WILL |
AGREE WITH ME, KING /'
DASHARATHA.

- .
-

M | cavia, THE ELDEST SON OF KING PASHA RATHA
W - 4yoDHYA, WAS GETTING MARRIED TO SITA,

'R
\ lﬂ E DALUGHTER OF KING JANAKA OF MITHILA.

rHE WEPTING PROCESSION KREACHED

AYOPHYA WITH MUCH POMP AND GAIETY. \ | 1"‘ HEQY | ,
DASHARATHA'S THREE WIVES WELCOMED SBOCLAIM MY |

o s ELDEST 50N, RAMA, AS "

o'\ \ THE PRINCE REGENT

g
OF AYOVHYA.

EXCEPT FOR ONE PERSON - MANTHAKA,
A MAID IN THE PALACE. SHE POISONED
THE MIND OF KAIKEYI, RAMA'S R

STEPMOTHER. @B

MY KING,
A LONG TIME AGO, \
YOU GRANTED ME TWO ¥

{YOU WANT, KAIKEYI? }
||z wILL NoT REFUSE |

YOUR LIFE IN THE
BATTLE AGAINST
THE ASURAS.

I WANT YOU
TO GRANT THOSE
BOONS TO ME
NOW.

HOW CAN
YOU 91T SILENT,
O QUEEN? YOUR SON,
BHARATA, SHOLLY BE
THE KING. PEMAND
YOUR RIGHTS!

FOR 4 YEARS

/4

KAIKEYI REMAINED AVAMANT B

NAME OLR SON X
BHARATA AS YOUR WHAT ARE

HEIR, ANV SENV
RAMA INTO EXILE

/

__ —— il i i B .

3 - "

PRINCE RAMA,

{WE WILL FOLLOW

MY
CHILPREN
BANISHED!

YOU TO THE
FOREST.

JATAYU

YOU SAYING?
HOW CAN YOU ASK
SUCH A THING

7 EATHER, I CANNOT N
LET YOU BREAK YOLUR (it

s
-

PROMISE. BHARATA IS5
N A5 WORTHY OF THE jomm
) THRONE AS I AM.

.-

> I WILL DO AS
MOTHER WISHES
AND GO INTO

| REMAIN IN

AYOPHYA.

RAMA, LAKSHMANA AND <ITA WERE INFORWER
8Y BHARATA ABOUT THE TRAGEPY




PO NOT BE AFRAIDU MY
NAME IS JATAYU. YOU

MUST BE THE SONS OF

DASHARATHA.. YOU LOOK
S0 MUCH LIKE HIM.

>

’

y

BEWAKE,
BROTHER! IT
COULV BE A
KAKSHASA IN

THE GUISE OF
A VULTURE.

HILLOCK!

YOU
KNEW OLIR
FATHER?

OH YES! WE WEFRE

PEAR FRIENVS.
TELL ME,

HOW I5

\§\ - HE?
/‘/\,:hi\i\%\ OLR
FATHER I5
NO MORE.

FAMA TOLD JATAYU THE STORY §
OF THEIR EXILE FROM AYOPHYA

JATAYU

I CANNOT BELIEVE MY
PEAR FRIENV IS GONE. 4

IF ONLY I
COULV HAVE
MET HIM ONE
LAST TIME.

TELL US
HOW YOU MET
OUR FATHER,
GREAT BIRV

KAINS HAVE

FAILED LS.
THERE WILL

BE NO HARVEST
THIS YEAKR.

HOW WILL N
WE FEED OUR

CHILVREN?

. .
270 KING, OUR CHILPREN ’m_

ARKE STARVING. SAVE US
FROM THIS TERRIBLE
FAMINE!

13

| A LONG TIME -
AGO, A FEARSOME
PROUGHT STRUCK
AYODHYA.

LITTLE MORE
RICE, MOTHER

HAVE TO SAVE
A MOUTHFUL FOrR
YOUR FATHER

I PROMISE
YOU, I WILL
FIND A WAY




V' LORD SHANI'S
EVIL EYE IS
UPON AYOTHYA

YOU MUST BE
VERY CAREFUL,
YOUR MAJESTY.

IF LORV
SHANI'S
EYE FALLS
ON YOU, YOU
WILL BE

JATAYU

"SHANI SENSED DASHARATHA APPROACHING HIM

VASHARATHA
15 COMING TO MEET
ME! I CANNOT LET HIM GET
CLOSE TO ME. I PROMISED
BRAHMA I WOLILD NOT CAST
MY EYE ON ANY LIVING
CREATURE




JATAYU

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

rHE CHASE FROM A PISTANCE

T WAS WATCHING

< | | Y MY cHarTOT
THAT'S DASHARATHA, | \ OF: FI?OE’ .
THE KING OF AYOTHYA, 1

CHASING SHANI! IT
WILL SURELY GET HIM
INTO TROUBLE. LET ME

HE'S oTILL

FOLLOWING
ME! I HAVE TO }

STOP HIM. [




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

I'm
INVEBTEV
TO YOU FOVF

WHO A?E\.~'
YOU, O GREAT )

I HAVE HEART MANY
STORIES ABOUT YOUR
COURAGE AND WISPOM,
PASHARATHA. I COULP NOT
HAVE LET YOU PLUMMET

MY NAME IS JATAYU. I AM THE
BROTHER OF SAMPATI, THE KING OF
BIRDS, AND THE SON OF ARUNA,
THE SUN GOP'S CHARIOTEER

MY UNCLE

15 GARUVA,
THE MOUNT
OF VISHNU.

TO YOUR PEATH.

JATAYU

PASHARATHA, YOU ALMOST
LOST YOUR LIFE PLURSUING
SHANI. YOUR CHARIOT IS IN
FLAMES. CLIMB ON TO MY BACK
ANV 1 WILL TAKE YOU HOME

MY KINGVOM HAS BEEN
STRUCK BY A GREAT FAMINE. MY
PEOPLE ARE STARVING. 1T I4 ALL

BECAUSE SHANI'S EVIL EYE
IS5 UPON AYODHYA.

HOW CAN

I GO BACK TO
AYOUMHYA, HAVING
FAILED IN MY

——> IHAVENEVER <L
T WITNESSED SLCH |
\h ey~ VALOUR. I PROMISE ——
N - YOU, AYODHYA WILL — ~smm=s
=5 NOT SUFFER




i

I PROMISEV o i
Y DASHARATHA THAT I (e
WOLILY ALWAYS BE

THERE FOR HIM ANV

HIS FAMILY AS LONG
AS 1 HAD BREATH

IN MY BOPY YOU PO NOT

—. HAVE ANYTHING

TO FEAR IN THIS

I MUST BID YOU
FAREWELL NOW, BUT I
GIVE YOU MY WORD, I Youl.
WILL COME TO YOUR NOBLE
AID WHENEVER YOU ERTEND!

LAKSHMANA BUILT A SIMPLE HUT CLOSE
8Y WHERE THE THREE COULD STAY.

20

ONE DAY, WHEN RAMA AND
LAKSHMANA WERE OUT -

WILL YOU
GIVE ME
SOMETHING
TO EAT?

REVERED B
SIR

HELP!
SOMEBOPY,
PLEASE
SAVE ME!




JATAYU
[ e GREAT BIRD FLEW TO MEET HIsl |
j 11 OR ; — ~——— .
’ ‘L - ,' 'l,. ) F (‘-‘E 4 ; ’

LET HER GO,
KAVANA. SITA
IS5 RAMA'S
WIFE.

1 PROMISEV
PASHARKATHA
I WOULD PROTECT
HIS FAMILY I HAVE
TO SAVE S1TA

YOU ARE
COMMITTING
THE GKEATEST

FOLLY OF
YOUR LIFE

SHE'S IN
KAVANA'S GRASP!
HE MULIST BE
TAKING HER TO

HIS
VENGEANCE
WILL BE
TERRIBLE. I
ENTREAT You,
LET HER GO.

KAVANA PAID NO HEED ‘»/ .
7O HIS WORDS. |

J____t :
- ’_ ‘ K

-

I AM LOSING myY
STRENGTH MY LIMBS
ARE FAILING ME. RAVANA

15 TOO POWERFLIL,
ANP 1 HAVE

BECOME WEAK

WITH AGE




e

DEAF TO HER PLEA%, FAVANA SLASHED
AT JATAYU WITHOUT MERCY.

- raya -

THING' YOU MAY
BE A MIGHT
BIRV. BUT YOU

ARE NO MATCH

HAVE BEEN TAKEN
AWAY BY FORCE.

SHE CAN'T BE
VERY FAR AWAY.
LET'S GO LOOK
FOR HER IN
THE FOREST.

JATAYU

LOOK, ISN'T
THAT JATAYU
ON THE GROUND?
HE'S TERRIBLY
WOUNPEP!

JATAYU!
WHAT HAPPENED? FORGIVE ME,
WHO DIV THIS RAMA. I TRIEPD
TO YOU? MY BEST TO SAVE
' S1ITA. BUT HE WAS
TOO POWERFUL

Y DO NOT DESPAIR
BROTHER. WE WILL FIND
HER, EVEN IF IT MEANS
TAKING HEAVEN AND
EARTH APART

K. RAVANA. ME CUT OFF
MY WINGS AND TALONS.

I'M
USELESS
WITHOWUT

OH JATAYLW!
YOU PUT YOUR
OWN LIFE IN

PANGER TO

SAVE S1ITA,




-\
YOU MUST 60 \\

|

NOW.. RESCUE
SITA FROM THAT
EVIL PEMON'S
CLUTCHES

TJATAYU HAD HELD ON FOR THAT LONG ONLY <0 HE

COULD TELL RAMA WHAT HAD HAPPENEDY. NOW THAT
HTS WORK WAS DONE, JATAYIU BREATHED HIS LAST

—
i

ANE WERE NOT ABLE TO
PERFORM THE LAST RITES
EOR OUR FATHER, BUT WE

WILL GIVE JATAYU THAT
HONOUK.

YOU
ARE RIGHT,
BRKOTHER

\

I WILL BRING
THE WATER OF
THE SEVEN SACRED
KRIVERS.

A //

4 :
® -

o
.

7
/

, : -
.

.r’}

WATER FROM THE RIVERS SPRANG LUP FROM THE SPOT WHERE RAMA'S ARROW PIERCED THE [
GROLIND AND JATAYL'S SOUL WAS GRANTED SALVATION. [k .

-~

I/-
i.
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SAGE SHILAUVA WAS IN
VEEP MEDPITATION. HE
HAD BEEN PRAYING 1O
SHIVA FOR MANY YEARS

NANDI




NAND!

. e — —
| —

VALLY, EARLY ONE MORKNING

C— (- — i — — -

— T

—}: WHAT YOU 1 : '
\ PO YOU WANT WTILL GET

SHILAUDA? | WHAT YOU ' U

_ PESIKE BUT

7 nﬁ.\ ' ~\

O SHIVA,
I LONG FOR
A CHILD

‘ ey g
CONTENT AND HAPPY, SHILADA
D | FETURNED TO HIS ASHRAM.

e NEXT MORNING, A% SHILADA PLOUGHED THE LAND NEAR HIS ASHRAM - 2y

_-wk Vi~

o

3 h
&‘;

-
)
-
’

GLOWS LIKE
THE SUN.

SHILADA TALUGHT NANDPI EVERYTHIN

G HE KNEW. 18
= 3 ' I HAVE

B MEMORTISED ALL JI |

THE SHLOKAS

HAVE YOU
Ml UNDERSTOOD
A THE MEANING

BEHIND

NANDI IS5
VERY BRIGHT HE
HAS LINPARALLELED
WISUOM. HE WILL

SURKELY EARN GREAT
RESPECT SOME

ONE PAY, TWO SAGES, MITRA A

CALL YOoU
NAND I*!

YONE WHO BRINGS JOY

ND VARLNA, CAME TO VISIT SHILAPA'S ASHRAM.




LINED YOUR Viih

BEDS WITH
SOFT S5TRAW

MUST LOOK AFTER S

d OUR GUESTS WITH B
GREAT CARE

NANDI

MAY YOU LIVE A
LONG AND PROSFEROLS
LIFE, SHILADA

BEEN AN
HONOUR
SERVING

YOUR ROOM
S8 IF YOU NEED
N\ ANYTHING.

o \ :
&

."4 ®
M SAYING THIS, THE SAGES LEFT

Ve

WHAT I6
THE MATTER, |
\ SHILADA?

30 3l




WE, HEARTBROKEN

P wey DIDNT | RETURNED H
; l\r"" . :
[ You BLESS mY | S
SON WITH A BECAUSE e
NG L1FE> AR WE COULDN'T 15 WRONG,

FATHER?Z YOU

YOUR SON
POES NOT
HAVE LONG
TO LIVE

OH MY SON!
THOSE SAGES,
MITKRA ANV
VARUNA, SA1V
THAT YOU....

15 THAT
ALL? WHY
ARE YOU 50
WORRIED?

|
. . .
- | "\\,
, ANS
. -y @ A A
, . \ }.' i o
f / Y- 3 ;
70 7). é -

SHILADA TOLD NANDI WHAT THE SAGES HAD FORESEEN % 7 1,/1-

-~

YOU TOLD ME
THAT LORD SHIVA
WATCHES OVER US

HOW CAN
YOU BE AFRAID?
HE WON'T LET
ANYTHING HAPPEN
TO US. T'LL PRAY
TO HIM.

MAY YOU BE
VICTORIOUS,
MY SON.

NANDI

NANDI SAT ON THE BANKS OF RIVER BHIVANA AND DB
MEDITATED ON SHIVA.

Rt N s )l

WHAT 16
IT THAT YOU
WANT MY
SON?

AT THE ENP OF THE YEAR, sHIVA
APFPEARED BEFORE NANPI AGAIN

I WISH TO BE
ABLE TO CHANT

VERSES IN YOUR
HONOUR FOR
A YEAR

7

ST AT . S




v .
\ KATHA

NANDI

AFTER A FEW YEAK'Z -

NPEN YOUR EYES )
NANDI. YOU PO NOT \/
\ NEED TO PO THIS YOU ARE
QN{ MOKE ALREADY
IMMORTAL.
ASK FOK
ANYTHING.

ALL T WISH
15 TO BE AT
YOUR SIDE
FOR EVER.

| -“

.

b ‘
1\

s 3 4
- T
o .‘M‘Q'

etat s - B <

@5.’ .At"e.k?o "\'/”.\' | v \

/‘
'. ' L

P m—
S 50 BE IT YOU
WILL BE MY
VEHICLE AND MY
CLOSEST ALDE.

———

ONCE, WHEN THE 6GODP% AND THE ASLIKAS CHURNED
THE OCEAN TO OBTAIN THE LIFE-GIVING AMRITA..

. ‘lf
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/ ’g : yy & R
£ e s /
i ’} % Ay 'e v/ ‘\ '
- - - ,
'/ - 7~ | () h -
. . "\ "y
. W ! | )

IT. I8
HALAHALA! }
WE ARE

f\ POOMED!

A
.

Q‘ ' : »-k‘\- l N _ ! "J‘\ . N
HE TOOK NANDI TO HIS : ol
HOME ON MOUNT KAILASH, N @
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,-" .
) - ‘? v o
SN
.. ./ .

id.’ <
"\

’
!
!
!
)

> g -

L seorm

\k

e
Iy




LOOK, SOME
OF THE POISON
IS5 FALLING FROM
LORD SHIVA'S d jon
HANDS! IF THAT

POISON FALLS
ON THE GROUNP
IT COULD KILL
THOUSANDS.
I MUST PO
SOMETHING.

I WILL PRINK . : LOOK! THE
ALL THE POISON. Yy | \ POISON I5

COME, THERE ISN'T |48 R . S5PREADING
A MOMENT TO AT ‘ . Y7 Y/ NE | THROUGH THE

WORLV. HURFRY,
NAND 1!

el 4 J/ OH NO! NANDI IS

| DPRINKING THE | B
» VEGTPOY HIM! /

TO PROTECT SHIVA, PARVATI PUT HER HANDP ON
HIS THROAT AND STOPPED THE FPOISON FROM
FLOWING INGIVE.r

IT HASN'T
[ HARMED HIM
b | AT ALL! WHAT
s K\ A WONDER!




NANDI

NANDTI Hac ONE DAY, RAVANA, THE TEN-HEADED KING OF LANKA,
PEVOTED HImer ¢ CAME KNOCKING AT THE GATES OF SHIVA'S ABODE
COMPLETELY 1~ NANDI WAS GUARPING IT A% LiSLA
ME. EVERYTH TN ————
THAT PROTEC T2 P - ' : >
ME, PROTECTS | - o ' YOU COME
L~ & | | IN MY WAY?

NO ONE
STOPS THE

. HE I5
AS STRONG |

AS I AM. J
__

-

S . o - ) '\( v " Ky , 3 y '
: i 26
NANPI'S PEVOTI ,
!/, \ \ ‘ e . p< : - .
\ - ‘; A '; : »

-

LORTD SHIVA

ANV MOTHER

PARVATI ARE
NOT TO BE

. PISTURBEPD

YOU CANNOT
STOP ME. OUT
OF MY WAY,
YOU INSOLENT
MONKEY'!




RAVANA WAS SHOCKED AND RETURNED TO LANKA.

Q’ -
3

YOU F(

{ T
YC’M >

11 “'

HOW PDARE
SULT }
ME'

)OL!

40

YOUK
APQO(;}ANCE—
WILL BE
YOUR ENV

Y You WILL

ONE DAY BE
DEFEATED BY
MONKEY5

NANDI

VANDI'S CURSE CAME TO PASS WHEN AN ARMY OF MONKEYS
' LED BY THE PR Ay Y4, KAVA
z DEFEATED RAVANA AND HIS MIGHTY ARMY S S S LEANGE O SRPHEN 8

&N 94
L -
, - L4
. . .
l- 1
-
'.
‘
-
{ . 4 & -
) >
> B .
.
- &

Qg .

. LT -

. - . W .

VERY SHIVA TEMPLE HAS A STATUE OF NANPI PIRECTLY IN FRONT OF THE MAIN
SANCTUM SANCTORUM* NANPI SITS THERE GUARPING HIS LORT THROUGH ETERNITY

- iy
_— - “"

e -

*THE SACRED SPACE IN A PLACE OF WORSHIF WHERE
THE IPOL, OR SYMBOL, OF THE PEITY I% PLACEPD 4]




rse. Uchhaisravas, was among the gifts that
an of Milk. This beautiful horse

The pure white, seven-headed ho
emerged when the devas and asuras churned the Oce .
aken by Indra, and became one of his vahanas or carriers.

was immediately t

Once King Revanta, Surya's son, wanted to visit Vishnu and Lakshmi. Being a friend

of Indra’s, he borrowed lIchhaisravas to travel to Vaikuntha. Lakshmi was so
excited to see her brother Uchhaisravas (both were horn from the Ocean of Milk)

that she was distracted and did not hear something Vishnu said. Annoyed, Vishnu
cursed Lakshmi to be born as a mare. Lakshmi tearfully apologised
-nd Vishnu softened. He said that |
<he would return to Vaikuntha |
after giving birthtoasonas & "
glorious as Vishnu himseltf. |

' ‘ -
As a mare on earth, Lakshmi | ] e f ‘(@
prayed to Shiva for a thousand - ' =
years to find out who the

father of this glorious son
would be. Finally, Shiva and
Parvati appeared, and assured
her that they would find a
solution. Shiva then sent Vishnu
down to earth as a horse to be
with Lakshmi. A baby boy was
born after which Lakshmi and
Vishnu returned to Vaikuntha.
The boy was adopted by King
Satajit and named Ekavira. He was
also called Hehaya, meaning ‘born
from a horse’, and became one of
the founders of the Hehaya dynasty.

'SHYAMA AND SABALA |

AL THE 6OP% WERE IN INDRA'S COURT DISCUSSING THE STATE OF THE WORLD, WHEN SULPVENLY -
= T — ’ -
- LORD INDRA,
THERE'S A MATTER
A THAT NEEDS YOUR
ATTENTION

A GROUFP OF ASLIKAS CALLED THE
TRYING TO GET TO HEAVEN.

7/ SMELL OUR
| TRILUMPH! WE 5
HAVE FOUNV
A PATH TO

WE WILL BUILP AN
ALTAR ALL THE WAY UP TO
INDRA'S KINGPOM! BRING
THE BRICKS ANU LET EACH
ONE OF U% LAY ONE BRICK
UPON THE OTHER. -

THE ALTAR GREW TALLER AND TALLER A% .
EACH ASLIRA CLIMBED LUP TO LAY A BRICK

: !
: . -
i - .
- L]
- ) .
‘ -
. . . <

43




SHYAMA AND SABALA

| L ‘ g\ EVENTUALLY, THE ASLIRAS’ STAIRWAY _ IN

e BADS MEANWHILE, HAD BEEN TRYING -4 A | 170 HEAVEN WAS RPEADPY vy PVRA WATCHED AND WAITED TILL THEY HADP CLIMBEDP
i UL"; ' w--‘OA 'x o T LTAP THE ASLIRAS | , _ ’ . HIGH ENOLIGH.. :
':: 'M: X & yym W e ' c v .

THEIR
STRUCTURE 1%
GETTING TALLEWR

TOO QUICKLY
NE H‘:‘V'E 1'-C: ?O
SOMETHING
LORT INUFKA.

LET'S GO!
HEAVEN
WILL SOON
BE OURS!
TO FIGHT .
THEM.

15 THERE
A WAY TO
AVOIUV WAR?

I NEEPD TO
TAKE A CLOSER
LOOK AT WHAT
THEY AKE
BUILPVING.

THE STRUCTURE LOST ITS BALANCE
TUMBLING POWN. 5
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| THE ASLIRAS BEGAN TO CLIMB

~AND THEN TOOK HI% BRICK OUT

HE PICKED UP A BRICK AND
PLACED IT ON THE ALTAR.




'AIRAVATA

THERE WAS ENDLESS WATER. |

@

CW%FEAEV%/EXIGKEﬂf

P IDERS, AND LANDED SAFELY BEF

HMEE%%36WlIT/Vﬂ7Em%HWVt7%£?Cﬁfﬂn9?
CW’ﬂ%El#MIMEP%E}EMME?GE?WFRON1IT

:;1; ..

WHO WERE ALMOST %

INTO POG% ‘ ,
- m— - - —— - e SO - ~."-“‘v > "
p—— s Y W you WILL g
' . 50‘
2 . , ¥ ] g : * oy
‘4.' ' : k ."’n‘
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AND S0, IT I4 SAID, THEY PO 0 THIS PAY




AMAR CHITRAK ATHA
AIRAVATA

WINGED ELEFPHANTS,
e PECLARED LEAVER OF ALL ELEF

AMONG THEM, WERE SIXTEEN MATEST.
- 14, WHOM BRAHMA
' . -

ONE OF THEM WAS THE MIGHTY AIKAVA

THE ELEFPHANTS WERE SENT IN PAIRS TO EIGHT 6OPS.
TOGETHER, THEY WATCHED OVER THE EIGHT PIRECTIONS.

THE NORTH HADP SARVABHALIMA AND

BRAHMA DECREED THAT AIRAVATA AND ABHRKAMH
TAMBAKARNA WITH KUBERA, ANFP
THE NORTH-EAST HAP SLIPRATIKA

WOLLD GUART THE EAST WITH INDRA. THE
COLTH-EAST WOULD BE GUARTDED BY PUNDARIKA |
et i » AND ANTANAVATT WITH SOMA

AND KAPILA WITH AGNI, AND THE SOUTH BY
VAMANA AND PINGALA WITH YAMA.
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| THE SOUTH-WEST HAD KLUMUDA AND * A A
ANLUPAMA WITH SURYA, THE WEST HAD i bl : .
ANTANA AND ANJANAA WITH VARLNA | ) 5 ' | THE
, | THEY HELPED FORM
AND THE NORTH-WEST HAD PLUSHFPAPANTA | ' & .\ ' ¥ RAIN CLOUDS. gfsv ROAMED
= 3 THE SKIES AND WERE A

AND SHIBHADPANTI WITH VAYU
SYMBOL OF PROSFERITY




AIRAVATA

SLHADE OF A LARGE VATA* TREE AND
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THE BRANCH GAVE WAY
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I'M TIREU
Y TI'LL REST ON
A THAT TREE FOF

YOU PISTURE
MY PRAYERS!

e
—

' HOW DARE '
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AIRAVATA

IN TIME, INPRA CAME TO PEPEND ON AIRAVATA.

FOLLOW
THAT ASLIKA,
AIRAVATA.

———————

AIRAVATA TOO BECAME FIERCELY LOYAL NOT ONLY TO INDRA, BUT TO HIS FAMILY., AND ALL OF |
DEVALOKA. TR T T - | »{ 4

——————— -
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BEGAN TO LIVE IN FORESTS. |
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ONCE, THE 6ODP% WERE ATTACKED BY AN ASLIKA
CALLED SULKAFAPMA.

THE ONLY ONE
WHO WAS SPAREV
FROM THE CURSE
WAS ATRAVATA
THE FOUR- ruéxa 7
| mounT OF INPRA ||

SLURAPAPMA, HAVING
EARLIER RECEIVEP
A BOON FROM SHIVA,

Bl riiE GOPS WATCHED IN PESPAIR
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SURAPATVMA
15 AFTER
SACHI
I WILL TAKE
HER AND GO AWAY. Y
AIRAVATA WILL
45TAY HERE ANV
HELP YOU ALL

LEAV THE
ARMY NOW

CREATING MAYHEM.

T WILL DEAL WITH,

AIRAVATA
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HIS ARROW STRUCK JAYANTA POWN
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N _570PPED FIGHTING WHEN
| HE 5AW JAYANTA FALL.




AIRAVATA
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o suraraomA R I SEVERAL YEARS PASSED SURAPADMA’S ARMY
it ,\ CONTINUED TO TERRORISE THE 60P%
/ :

KARTTIKEYA, WHO CONFRONTED SLRAPAPMA -j_

YOUR
PATH OF
PESTRUCTION

’

S —

SLIRAPADMA BEGAN CHANGING HI% FORM TO ESCAPE
BN KARTTIKEYA'S ATTACKS HE TURNED INTO A IRV

— - -

A BOY LIKE YouU
CAN'T PEFEAT ME!
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ONE HALF OF THE TREE BECAME A ROOSTER,
AND THE OTHER MHALF BECAME A PEACOCK

PLACE YOuU ON
MY BANNER.

THAT WAS
AGRAVE T\ ¥
MISTAKE, MY pigs

\  FRIEND

YOU WILL BE
MY VEHICLE




AIRAVATA

v OPENED HIS EYES.
)

OPEN
YOUR EYES, |
AIRAVATA. A

YOU CAN
ASK ME FOR
ANYTHING

LOST AND PEFEATED, HE PECIPEP TO PRAY TO SHIVA

N

LORD,
GIVE ME BACK |
MY PLACE IN
HEAVEN.

‘ — — —- NOT ONLY PID SHIVA SENP
I : T WORSHIF : |
AND 40 BEGAN AIRAVATA'S ARVENT WO W | AIRAVATA BACK TO INPRALOKA,
- ¢S
) / Y { !
2 * |

| BUT ALSO RESTORED HIS TUHSK%.
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RUNDA AND SHARABHA|

-

riHE EVIL KING HIRANYAKASHAPU HAD
JUST BEEN SLAIN BY VISHNU'S FOLURTH
INCARNATION, NARASIMHA

X

VISHNU'S FORM WAS NEITHER MAN NOR BEAST

NARASIMHA HAD KILLED HIRANYAKASHAPL WITH
HIS CLAWS AT DLiSK, THLIS FINPING A WAY
AROUINT BRAHMA'S BOON

HIRANYAKASHAPL HAD ONCE ASKED BRAHMA FOR A B
BOON TO MAKE HIM INVINCIBLE. 4

I WISH THAT
NO MAN OR
BEAST BE ABLE

TO SLAY ME,
THAT I BE
IMMORTAL

PURING PAY
ANP NIGHT ANV
THAT NO

: ih si om the golden egg is just one WEAPON
The story in which sixteen elephants emerge fr g 8815 ] e

sion of Airavata’s birth. According to the Puranas, Airavata was born to Iravati, ENOUGH TO

ver
2 descendant of Kashyapa. On the other hand, Mahabharata’s Adi Parva describes

Airavata as being one of the gifts that emerged during the churning of the Ocean ofi- 4 &
Milk. In this version, although Airavata was born from Iravati, he went into the Ocean
of Milk before it was churned and re-emerged during the churning, gaining his white
colour in the process. 3 L .
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GANDABERUNDA AND SHARABHA

GUT THE ACT ANGERED NARASIMHA
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TOOK THE FORM OF SHARABHA, A HAL F-BIRY, HALF-LION E’ING. -
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LAND FROM HIS BODPY EMERGED A CREATURE, BIGGER ANDP MORE FEARSOME THAN SHARABHA
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AND APPROACHED NARASIMHA.

—~gr—

ENVELOF HIM
IN MY WINGS
TO CALM HIM

HI4S KAGE
WILL BE
PIFFICULT TO
=\ CONTROL.

s\,

62 R




GANDABERUNDA AND SHARABHA

AT THE END OF THE EIGHTEENTH DAY, GANDABERLINDA
STOPPED TO LOOK AROUND HIM
- ARy WHAT HAVE WE
N  DONE! EVERYTHING
¢ iian ol ‘ AROUND US HAS
BEEN REDUCED
TO ASHES. THIS
MUST END NOW

ATTLE. |
GANDABERLINDA, THE TWO-HEAPED BIRV, MET SHARABHA IN 8.

HE SPLIT INTO TWO.

- m £ \\

-
-

A CALM AND PEACEFUL VISHNU EMERGEY FROM THE CENTEE OFLTHE FEARSOME BEAST
- e ———————————————————————

AT THI%S, SHIVA TOO RESLUMED HIS FORM.

LET US GO
BACK, MY
FRIENV.

o M

THE GOD%S WATCHED IN HORROR AS THE FIGHT PESTROYED EVERYTHING IN IT5 WAKE.
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DIVINE BEINGS

Gandaberunda, the two-headed” bird o unimagmable strength sils mn} cal
the official emblem of the Government of Karnataka, Before the Karnat: ‘.
government adopted Gandaberunda, the mighty bird was the royal ins
Wodeyars, a dynasty that ruled the kingdom of Mysore from 1399 to L_ ﬁ;

ng myt m finds its mention in Oriya folklore based on the
is believe that once when Arjuna was out hunting, he came across

sgination. It was made up of nine animals! This

ture ha head of a rooster, the neck of a peacock, the hump of a

fa li fa human, an elephant, a deer and a tiger, and with a

| fnghtened of Navagunjara, Arjuna soon realised that

ifestation of the divine. Arjuna laid down his

th n drous creature.

Images of this mythical bird have been found carved on the walls of the Chénm-
keshava temple in Belur, and on coins belonging to the Vijayanagara empire. Gan-
daberunda is often depicted holding an elephant in each of its talons and is said to
signify royalty and power.

In another version of the story, it was Sharabha, and not Gandaberunda, who
lost sight of his true mission and started destroying everything in his wake.

Narasimha was then forced to take the form of Gandaberunda to curb the chaos
Sharabha was causing,

©



Durga and her tiger

he gods in Indian mythology have vahanas or vehicles on which they
ride. These vahanas are their constant companions. They represent the

strength and beauty of the deity and at times symbolise various concepts
including those that are negative. The negative concepts are those that the
gods are said to ride on and overpower.

The more known among the gods and their companions
5 are Vishnu and Garuda, Shiva and Nandi, Brahma and
Hamsa, Indra and Airavata, and Ganesha and Moushika.

Durga travels on a fierce tiger.

With a pot of water in her hand, Yamuna is depided
riding a tortoise.

Saraswati rides a swan. It is said that she rode an
elephant to Shiva and Parvati’s wedding.

Yamuna on her lortoise

6%

The Ashwini Kumaras are said
to ride horses, though the Rig
Veda also mentions the donkey
as their vehicle.

Kama and his wife, Rati, have
the parrot as their vahana. Rati
Is sometimes shown riding a
pigeon.

Ganga is said to ride Makara, a
creature with the body of a
crocodile and the trunk of an
elephant.

Varuna on Jaladhi Ganga on Makara

Varuna’s vahana, Jaladhi, was born from Rudra’s
earwax and has the divine power of movement.

Shani rides a crow. It is said that feeding crows is
a way to please Shani.

Surya rides a chariot drawn by seven white horses.
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Lakshmi rides an
owl. Sometimes,
she also rides an
elephant.

Kaalratri on her donkey

Kaalratri, a form of Kali, rides a donkey.
Vayu, the wind god, is depicted riding a deer.

Paundraka, the black buffalo ridden by Yama,
was born from Rudra’s thigh.

The god of wealth Kubera’s vahana is a man.

Agni, the fire god, rides a ram.

Lakshmi on Uluka
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Kashyapa, one of Brahma's prajapatis, had two wives, Vinata and Kadru. Vinata
gave birth to Garuda, and Kadru became the mother of all snakes or Nagas, including
Takshaka, Vasuki and Ananta. One day, an argument broke out between Vinata and
Kadru over the colour of Airavata’s tail. While Vinata insisted that Airavata's tail was
pure white, Kadru said that the tail had a few black hairs. (Another version says the
argument took place regarding Uchhaisravas’ tail.) A wager was placed between
Vinata and Kadru to determine the truth. The loser would become the slave of the

other for the rest of her life.

Kadru did not want to lose. She went to her serpent sons and told them to suspend
themselves from Airavata’s tail so it would look like the elephant had black hair.
Ananta and a few others refused to be part of this dishonest act. Enraged at the
disobedience of her sons, Kadru cursed them. She said that they would die in King
Janmejeya’s snake sacrifice. Perturbed by his mother’s curse, Ananta sought help
from Brahma. Brahma told him to go to the netherworld and support Mother Earth
on his hood. Ananta readily agreed.

The mighty snake carries the entire world on his hood, maintaining its balance!
Ananta is also known as Sheshnag. Vishnu is said to rest on his mighty coils.
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DIVINE BEINGS

Kafnadhenu Is the caring and majestic mother of all cattle in the world. Once, on
seeing how hard her children on earth were being made to work, she wept with

sorrovy. [ndra saw her weeping and asked her what the matter was. She told him that
her children were being beaten and overworked, which caused her great pain.

Touched by her sorrow, Indra commanded the heavens to open and the rain to fall. It

poured for days and the water made it impossible for the fields to be ploughed. As a
result, Kamadhenu’s children got some much-needed rest.

K : : . . -
T:fnadhenu Is said to live in Goloka, a place above heaven, earth and the netherworld i
IS Special abode was given to her by Brahma. . ‘
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