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The Rashtrakootas who ruled in Deccan for two and a half 
centuries (752 to 985 AD) respected all faitfis of their time. This is 
reflected in Ellora where we find rock-cut cave-temples representing 
the Vaishnava, Shaiva, Jaina and Buddhist faiths. This Amar Chitra 
Katha telIs the story of the Rashtrakoota heroes who have left us a 
lasting legacy - the Ellora caves. 
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"Amar Chitra Kathas are a gbrious tribute to lndia's r/c/i cultural heritage. These booles 
have been an integral part of my children's earfy years, as they have been for many 
other families aeross India. Comics are a great way of reaehing out to children, inculcat- 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots. “ 

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 
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30 WHEN THE WEDDiNG OF CHALUKHA KJNG 

FULAKESHrS DAuGHTER IHAS ARRANGED 

KRISHNA, PRINCESS 

BHAVANAGA 19 

^ GOING TO SELECT 

^ HER HUSBAND 

TODAV. j 

BROTHER. 

//V THE CENTURA A D- A NEW EMPJRE 

WAQ ABOUT 70 R/SE /V CEK1 IRAL INDIA ■ 
tNDRA, THE Rt/LER OF Ff l ICHPUR 

PRINC1F>AUT</ OF THE CHALUKVAN EMPIRE, 

NURQEP AM9<TI0NG OFSXTENOIKU3 THE 
AREA QF H/G tNFlUENCE. 

OliR FOREFATHERS 

EMIGRATED 70 EUICWPUR 

SEVERAL GENERATIONS 
AGO AND CARVED A 
PRINCIPALIT7 FOR 

THEMSELVES HERE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

IF SHE DOES 

THAT, • WILL MISS 

THE OPPORTÜNITV 

°F A J 

L1FETIME. yVy 

8UT SHE 15 0OUND TO 

CHOOSE FOR A 6R0ÖM 

THE RULER OF A 

PRINCIPALIT^ LAR6ER 

L THAN OURS. a 

Y IF I COULD WIN 

HER HAKID. OUR POLlTICAl 

INFLUEMCE WOUlD 
INCREASE J 

^ TREMENCOUSW. ^ 

KRfSH NA NOT/CED A STRANGE T/NKLE 

INDRA*G ENES- I-“^T- 
INDRA IVAS PlANNING PREOSELH THAT- 30 
DAN OP THE NEDD/NG- T-^- 

«/OU ARE 1MPULSIVE, 

BROTHER I HOPE HOO 

ARE NOT PLANNING J® 

v SOMETHING 

ft RASH- r'Q&& 

PASHTRAKÜTA INDRA 
HAS ABDUCTED 

PR1MCESS 

^ BH AVAN AGA. > 
I ll <L«JUUUU_U^^A^ 

r 60 IN 
PURSUIT OF 

HlM. 

&UT tHDRA M4NAGED -TO RBACH ELUCHPUR 

&&ELH W/TH WS BBDUCTBD BRJDE'.- 
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INDRA UOED H/3 RE LA TfOM SHIP W/7H 
PULAKEGH/ TO EH PAND H/9 DOMAlN. 

DANT/DURGA GREW UP IN AH 

AT/UOSPHERE CHARQED W/7H 

THE AHB/TION AND DR/VE OF 
f HOO MUST TRAlN %. 
90UCSELF TÜ BE A * 

SOOD GOLDIER. OH\U 
A <3000 SOLDJER 

V CAN BE A GOGD 

General. 

a i y 
r b^> 

Ä V 
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IN AO- 733, /NOQA D/EP LEAV/NG BEH/ND HlG 
BKOTHER KR/SHNA AND H/S ONLN SON 

dant/dc/jsqa 

T “'AS THE 

VUVACAJA, <you HAVE^ 

STEEL VOLIBSELF 

AGAIMST SORROWSO 
lk ^ 70 RULE’>• 

• ••THE 

TERRJ7DRV <VOU 

HAVE INHERITED 

TO CONQgEfc 
OTHEB. LANDS— 

J 1 

s 
Tn Td i 

r. £ 

4 A 

— mA :■? 

Al 
[ jfl 
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oh the follow/ng dav 

pant/DuBGA WAS CPOWNED 

VAGBALB OF 7Hg CHALUHHAN 

[ NQW typy HAWE TQ 

MtSKE A JOUPNE^y TQ 

BADAMI AND PAty 

“TOUB BE6PECT 

TO THE 

tMPfcEOe 

DANT/OOCOA 
■ r - ^ —--^ —m wr--% 
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AV 8 0 738, DANTlDUfGh 

FRÖM 7H£ £*PEROR — 

R£CE>VED * ME-SSRõE 

' THE ARA0S ARE 
HARASSING pulakeshi 

OP GUJARAT PROCEED 

FORTHWITH TO 
HIS AID- 

t 

vr \'oc, ▼ » 4 \ J? 
I I I I 

m NAvASARl, PULAKEeH) WfiS FGHT/NG ft LOSING 
3ATTL£ WlH ThB AMfl MVHDERS. 

THE ENEMH IS TOO STRONG 

FOR U9 WE CANWOT 

HOID OüT MUCH 

longer, sire. 

I AILI make 
arrangements 
FOR THE 

CAMPAlGN 
immediatelh. 

m i /, 

\ 

ALSO, SEND 

PULAKESHI A MESSAGE 

THAT WE ARE OH 

OUR WA^. 

r 

u 

\v 

THE EMPEROt? WAS 

SUPPOSED 70 SEND US 

HELP. I HOPE 17 ARR1VES 

IN TIN\E- 

/ A, 

/i 

\ 

■H 
t x 

V 

MAHARAj, A MESSENGER 
HAS JUST ARRIVED 
EROM ELUCHPüR. 

\\ 

A 

-J 

F, 

T>-^ 

BRlNG HtM 

IMMEDlATPIV 

iV 

/: 1) 

OH j THAT*S 
EXCELLENT 

NEWS. 

_7- 1 " i 
-/ MAHARAJ, DANTIDUR6A IS 

j ON HIS WAV. HE PLANS I 

\ TO ATTAOf THEARA8S 

FROM BEHIND AND 

SURPRlSE THEM- 

• ^ 

/ / 

/ \ 

N 

/ 

'(K 

( 
*rj. 

i / 
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THE EMPE&QR, V/KRfiMHD/VW ü, HGNOüRED THE 

VICTORIOUQ KINGS- I-"- 

PANTIDURGA OF ELLICHPUR 

I CONFER ON VOU THE 

T7TLES PRITHVIVAUABHA* / 

V AND kHADGAVALOKA*. / 

HERO OF THE WORLD VALOROUS SWORDSMAN 
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THE VA LÕUG 6H0WN BR TH€ RASH7Rh<0m W»G 

NAD STQENGTHENED EMPBROR VtNRAMADfTRA*6 

FA/TH W M/M. ME REUED ON DAN T/DURGA 70 

PR rrwv IV A L L A BH A, 

nandivarman.the RAILAVA 

OF KANCHI, 16 CAU6ING 

TROUBLE ON MV 

SOUTHERN 

v BORDERS-- > 

>(r^ 

S 

r 
THE PALLAVA NAND/VARMAN TORNED OOT 70 BE A 

POWERFUl ADVERSARW 

7 V 

I CAN*T HELP 

AD/VHRIKIö HlS 

COURAGE and 

DETEPMINATION. 

< 

. A. 
rr J± ^ 

:«r£)' 

710OR6A PlARNED EACN MOVE WtTH QRERT CAUT!ON- 
7TT 

f HE IS BPAVE AklD INTELLIÖENT T 
1 ViKRAMADITt/A lg F0RTUNAT6 

TO HAVE MEN UKE 

DANTIDURGA TO 

\FI6HT FOR him 
V 

m 

? v 
et 

i 
Pr 

tmlm. ►V 
\l * , ■ 

✓ 

/fT! 
r 

ARTER n r/ERCE BAJTLE NANO/VARMnN F/N AUR ACKNOWLBDGBD DBRBB7- 
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1 

DANT/QURGA MOURNED THE DEA7H OF WKRAMADITOA 

HE WAS BORU TD 

LEAD- HIM9EIF A 

6REAT CONQUEROR, 

HE INSPlRED 

TREMENOOUS 

C0URA6E AND 
LOVAL1V. 

mteert/varman WHÕ SUCCBEDED 

V/RRAMAD/7RA FA/LEO 70 W/N 7HE RESPECT 

OF N/S VASSALS, PROMINENT AMON6 7NEM 

BEJNG DANVDURGA. 

HOW DOES HE GOMPARE WITH 

TME LÄTE EMPEROR? IS HE 
A WEAKLINö? 

G?IVE HIM TIME TO 

5ETTLE DOWNj 

DANTIDURGA.GIVE 

^ HIM TIME- 4 

r MEANWHILE 

WHAT SHOULD BE 

. OUR POLICV? . 

9 



AMAR CHITRA KATMA 

WE VVIU. CONTiNUE TO 
PECOGKJI6E the chaluk^a 

EIKPEROR AS OL)R 

OVERL0RD- ATT THE SAMB Ä 

TIME WE VVILL VlAIcE 

CONQUESTS OF OUR 

OWN AND EXTEWD l^r 

OllR TERRlTOR^» i/s 

BUT. • y\ 

/N PU&SU/T OF TMS 

POI/CV daht/dupga 

ADOED 70 H/S 

POSSESS/ONS 7HE 

GüRjARA K/nGDOM 

OF NAHO/PUFA. . 

AND APPQNTED H/S NEPHEW KARK HA H/3 REGENT. 

NOq SHALL 
RULE OVEP THIS 

KINGDOM , 
KARKHA- > 

ELLORA CAVES 

WH/LE ON H/S YiM 8ACF AFTER A 3UCCESGFÜL 

CAMPA/GN- 

RORAL TENTS WERE PUCHED NEAR THE 
BEAUTlFUL H/LLG ■ NEXT MORNING- 

7 

I i 

V V 

♦ ' 

% 

V. 
THERE 0EEMS % 

TO 06 90ME MAGIC 

IN THIS PLACE.IT 

DPAWS ME LIKE 
a magnet jm. 

l. 

- PBRHAP0 THEv. 

N PLACE MAS ©OME \ 

SJÕNIFICANCB- WE \ä 

toHOULD 0UILD A I 
TBMPLE TO SMIVA 

MERE* IN THBSB 
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| DANTiDORGA 0*0 SOT HA VE 7H£ 7/ME TO CARRW OOT H/S 

PiAH. HC NFS SOON (NVOLVEO /N h CAMPAtQHA&AINST 

r*RL** —^—hhhbhhhhhbhbhhii^H 

± -K' 

w. 

ORAW THE ENEAA*V OüT OF 

HIS POSITlON FIRST AND 

TMEN WE SMAU FI6HT HIM- 

THSELEPHANTS W1LL LEAD 

THE ATTACK FROM THE 

CENTRE, AND THE SWIFT 

H0RSE9 WILL MOVE IKJ 
FRO/W BOTH FLANKS. 

m l* A 

Il J i / , i ^ 

f V 4 /, //X/ - 
. Aj Sun i, i/« 

»* 
£F 

(/ 

if/ 

7 / 
F— 

KS //■;/'/ 

r /y 

DANTtDURGA nas SNCCSGSFUL tN H/S CAMPPHGNS 

TO MARK THE V/CTORV OF THE 

RASHTRAKOOTAS I WOULD 

UKE TO PERFORM 

HIRANVAÕARBHA MAHA4AJNA 

HERE IN UOOA^INI. 

HAIL 

dantidubga! 

victor* tothe 

RASHTRAKOOTAS! 

> 
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PREPARAT/ONS WERE MADE AT UJUAHINI THE GOLOEN HJRANHAGAR&HA JAR IN THE Sh APE OF 

» 

AFT£fc* THE CEREMQNH, THE K.NG MADE 

GENEROUS GIF TS OF CDINSj ÕCLD AND LAND 

70 The OSSERVING- 
-- - —-- . ■ ■ - ■ 

AFTER THE R170AL &A7,H, THE KING ENT ERED, 

HOLDING THE tMAGES OF BRAHMA AND DhARMARAOA 

IN HIS HANDS• THE A/R RESOUNDED WfTH THE 

veo/c CHANT& SUNG THE 8RAHMAMAS 

DANT/DURGA THEN MAOS The OFFERJNG 
TEN WEAPONS TO BRAHMA, THE P&ECEPTDR 

GCEATEST OF THE OODS, 

AAAKE ME VIRTUOOS AND * 

TRUTHFUL. I WAS BORN TO \ 
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f THE EMPE0DR HA9 DECLAKEI> 

WAC ON US. 

THE LUST FOR 

CONQUEST 

HAS BITTEN 

dantidurga 

I MUST 51 RIKE 

BtF-ORE HE 
GETS TOO 

R0WERFUL 

OUT OF A SENOC OF 

.OHAITV TD KFE PTIVAVMMN 

we continued to pah 

* 

ELLORACAVES 

ÖLöRw TO \J 

rt\AMARAv)ADHlRA«)A 

PARAM A&H AT TARAkA 

tantipurga! 

c 
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TMCkxo^r Fe&jatG »£** DANTtDuPQA MAHARAJ , A5 A 

PHRSICIAN nism 
DUTV TOGNE 

MEDiCINE AHD HOPE 
ALL OF US PRAV 

FOC «VOOR 
HEALTH- 

ELLORA CAVES 

DAWTIDURGA 
ROU ArtUSTNOT.. 

VWHEM FATHER D»ED 

WU A9KED ME TO 

SHOULDER THE 

RESPOWSIBILIT^ OF 

THE KIM6D0M. 

PAEASE ALLOW ME TO 

V SPEAK WMEN I STILL HAVE 
the streugth to 

n. DO 50- 

I händ oveb 

THE REINS OF 

THE VUU6D0M 
^ Tn l/OU..., 

DAN TlDuRGA WAVtZD HlS HÄND 

AND CONUNUED. 
TO CONÄUER AND 

TO BR1N0 GL0R4 

TO THE 

rashtrakootas-- 

HÄVING SET7LED 7h£ MATTCR 
THOS, DANT1DOROA PASSED 

AVfAR <N PtACE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

w999 

If 
► 

T' 

L/i n r 

KR1SHNH HPPOtN TED H/S SON GOV/HDfi THE 

COMHRNDER OF H/S FORCE5 • T LO/riA 

( OUC FIRST TASK IS TO 

j SEE THA7 KEERT/VARMAM 

\ CEASE5 TO BE A 

^ THREAT TO OUC 

X. EMPIRE- ■ 

FtGF/N THE T/HO GGEHT POWERS M£T )N H TR/HL OF 

Strength■ 1— 

-X 

18 
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GOV/SJDH HCCOMPl tSHEP H/Q MiSS/ON MTH 
PEGOUHP/NG GUCCESS 
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AMAR CHITRA KAT HA 

THE RHSHTRfiKOO TfiS VIEXE HOW THE 

GREATEST POWER IH THE lAND. 

ELLORA CAVES 

THE kl LET US OBJ 
AWAW FROM IT FOR 

A FEW DAVS 

HESl 
AND \ KNOW 
OÜST THE 
PLACE 

Jk WHERE Wfc* 

\CAN RELAX 

KR/3HNA LEF~T THE CAPITAL WtTH H/S WIFE AHO 
A QMftLL BÄND OF FQL LOHEKS • • • 

c 

■J, # • 

— 

^ACD CAME 70 ELLORA X WHAT A \ 
( 

V. 

( SERENE PLACE ) V, j 

V TH»6 19* J jT 
m. MM1 

% 

AJ 

\ 
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WEARS AGO PANTI PURGA 

BUILP A TEMPLE OF LORP 
KAILA6ANATH IN THESE 

V HILLS. y 

I PROMISEP 
TMAT I WOULP fulfil 
ALL HI9 PREAMS BUT 
THINGS KEPT CHOPPING 
UP ANP I COULP NOT 

BUILP THE TEMPLE 

</OU SHOULP 
HAVE FULFILLEP 
THE PREAM 

IWMEPIATCLW. 

J 

I TAKE A VOW THAT I 9HALL 
NOT TOUCH A MORSEL OF FOOP 
UNTIL I 9EE THE FALA6HA OF 
THE TEMPLE OF LORD 

kailasanath. 

«• 

BMPEBO& WAQ 
TAkEN ABAC* TMPLee cannot bb 

BUILT IN A pA<y OR 

TWO. IT MAV TAKE 

w^thö^ven A 
^ear 

Ü 

\ PO NOT KNOW WHAT 
PROMPTCP Me TO TAKE 
THE VOW. HOWEVER, 

NOW TWAT I HAVB TAKEN 
rr, | WILL HAVE TO 

FULFIL IT. 

7 

X 

MLi > 

✓ 
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KR/SHHA SMMMOMEP THE BEST SCULPTORQ IN THE 
lamp - 

I AM fokkas ~~ 
FROM PRATISHTHANA, \ 

SIR. / 

I HAVE 7000 CRAFTSMEN 

ANP ARTISAUS WITH ME. 

IF ALL OF THEM ARE PUT 

ON THIS dOB> IT WILL 

TAKE SIXTEEN MQNTHS 

SIXTEEN 
M ONTHS^ 

CAN SHE L|VE 

WiTHOUT FOOP 

FOR SIXTEEN 
MONTH5? 

'^possible! 

KRiSHnA TÖLP THE APCh/TECT A&OOT 
THE VOW The QUEEN HAO 7AK£M 

9HE WILL \ 

NOT EAT TILL 

SHE SEES THE 

KALASHA of 

THE TEMPLEP 
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~KO««*s "mcŽfobmkhons- 
3£ BütLT ANP &UP1SP 7>f£ aocxjv-__ - 

%1» 

^ESi x 
thavs how I 
CAN BUILPTHE 

TE/WPLE.THE 

Q.UEEM’5 VOW 
WILl.BE 
FULFILLEO. > 

AS THE KING HNXiOUSLH WHfTEP FOR. THE 
SOULPTOfS THE NEXT PAY— [ 

ELLORACAVES 

•• BUT DURING THE SEVEN 

Df\HS WHEN I WORK, THE 

PLACE SHOULD BE 

CORDONED OFF AND NO 

ONE SHOULD APPROACH 
WITHIN THEDISTANCE 

OF A KOSA*. 

ON THE EIGHTH OM 6IR, DO PIEASE 
LEAP THE OJJEEN TO 

THE TEMPLE. ÖHE 
CAN 0EE THE 
kALASHA OF THE 

TEMPLE 

'ABOUT 3 5K.M 
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ELLORA CAVES 

THIS WHOLB TeMPLE 
CARVEP FROM A 

SlNGLE ROCKI 

CAN rr BE PONE? 

HESy SIR, THE ONlH WA<y 70 
FULFIL THE VOW WAS 70 CARVE 
THE TEMPLE WORKINõ DOW Kl 
FROM THE TOP? THE 7ASK 
DIFFlCULT BUT THE TEKAPLE 
SHOULD BE 9UCH AS 

BEFIT5 THE GLORV 
\ OF THE RASHTRAKOOTA > 
i \ EMPtRE. 

KOKKfiS \NlTH HIS SEVBN THOUGAND fiRTlQfiNS SBT 
RBOUT 70 BUiLP THB KA/LASANKTH TBMPlE'— 

•1 J 
JD t - 

% ^ 
• 

V 

jÖiJ 

B ^BP 

y 1 . 

: * fc 

1 2*1 
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ELLORA CAVES 

7H£ CONS5CPR7ION OF THE TEfAPLE 

WftS PEPFOBMBP WITH fiPPRCPR/ftTE 

zrres ■ J 
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