
m TALES OF MISERS STORIES OF 
WISDOM 

MONKEY STORIES 

- 

Lr - 1 

ALSO LOOK FOR 

# MALAVIKA PANNAAND 
W.H HAOI RANI 

ULOOPI 

ml <mT 

VI ^ m 
> / 

EPICS & MYTHOLOGY INDIAN CLASSICS BRAVEHEARTS 

Buy online at www.amarchitrakatha. com 

At, srCh.Ira Mas art a glares tr.bule la India's rich cultural henlagt These boohs 
hart been an mbgml port of my children's tariy years « *„ L i r * 

narayan murthy, chief mentor infosys 
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In the Mahabharata, when Yudhishthira asks Bheeshma what the 
right conduct of a king should be, the wise Bheeshma answers in the 
form of stories. Cats and mice, crows and swans, leopards and 
jackals, all serve to show how a king must deal in times of crisis, 
doubt or personal problems. 
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IN THE DEPTHS OP A FOREST, THERE WAS A 
LAR6E BANHAN TREE. IN A HOLE, AT THE POO) 
THIS TREE, LIVED A RAT NAMED PAL IT A. 

AMIDST THE BRANCHES OF THE SAME TREE 
THERE DWELT A CAT CALLED LOMASHA AND 
PAL/TA WAS IN CONSTANT FEAR OF HIM. 

LOMASHA MUST 
STILL BE UP THESE. 
I HAD BETTES 
STAw hERE TILL HE 

* • - T''' •* 
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A HUNTER CAME TO 
E COZEST. I- 

• • -AND COME BACK AT DAWN THE NE\T PAH TO 
CHECK IF AN ANIMAL HAD BEEN TRAPPED. 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

ENJOH/N6 H/S NEW-FOUND 
FREEDOM, PALrA JUMPED 
ABOUT NEAR THE VERU 
SNARE WHICH HELD THE CAT 
PRISONER. I- 

WITH LOMASHA F/RMLH IN THE 
NET, PAL/TA BECAME VERH 
BOLD. >jmL WHAT JOH« 

THIS /S THE 
GREATEST 
daw of m 

v LIFE! 

> HA • HA» 
DEAR LOMASHA! 
WOU HAVE NO 

IDEA HOW 
V HAPPW I AM * 

BUT HIS JOH WAS SHORT-LIVED. SuDDENLH HIS EUE FELL UPON A NEW DANGER 
ARRIVAL OF A TERRIBLE POE! 

OH* A 
MONGOOSE * 
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HE JDOXED AROLi^D TOR A IK AN 7V ESCAPE AND GOT ANOTHER SHOCK— THERE HAS AN 

A 

FRIENDS AND FOES 
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OP COURSE, lQMASHA AGREED 

POJTA OLilCKLH SMUGGLED UP 70 
the cat. the cat p/p NOT MOVE, 
BUT LAN VER* STILL. 

I5N 
EX^RAORD NARu ? 

Y DON’T EVEN THINK CF 
PPjTA AS A RAT* HP 5 

MU SAVIOUR? 

WHAT A STRANGE TURN 
OF EVENTS ! I ACTUALLY 
FEEL SAFE UNDER THE 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

A RAT IN THE ARMS 
OF A CAT* I’VE NEVER 
SEEN ANYTHING LIKE 

IT IN MU LIFE? 

MEANWHILE, THE MONGOOSE HAD HIS 
E^ES P/XED ON PALUA. 

/7/#/y 

APTER THIS, PAUTA 3E6AN 7V CUT 7HE 
STRINGS OF THE NET WITH HIS SHARP 
TEETH. 

BUT PAUTA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
plans, worked ver* slom/lh. 

u:s Oiv v 

DEAR FRIEND, DON5 
WASTE TIME. DO CUT 
these strings 
OUICKLW! IT WILL SOON 
8E DAWN AND THE 
uf iKjTPP lull I QO 
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PAUTA CONTINUED TO WORK SLQWLH WHILE 
LOMAS*A WArTEP 7REMBL/N6 WITH REAR. 

WHEN, AT LAST, THE SUN 
ROSE IN THE EAST— 

r I SEE A RED 
&L&N IN TW£ EAST. 
SOON IT WILL BE 
DAWN. OH, DO 

HURRW! a 

h 

n 

-?rr 

• %> x 

PATIENCE, 
CR'END, 
PATIENCE! 

SEE,THE 
HUNTER IS 

AFPR0ACHIN6* 
NOW I WILL SET 

HOU TREE! 

\ 
\ 

/ 
/ 

Ht % 

n \ 

W/* 

-y 
^4 

PAUTA Cir THE LAST 5 'R'VGS THAT HELP LOU ASHA, 
JUST AS THE HUNTER REACHED THE SC EXE. 

THE CAT BOUNDED 
AW AH. . . 

THERE • 
I lOU SEE, I HAVE 

KEPT MW 
WORD! 1 

• • • WHILE THE RAT QU/CKLH LEAPED 
TO HIS HOLE. ■ 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

WHEN THE PUZZLED HUNTER HAD DONE AW AH, THE 
CAT ADDRESSED HIS NEW-FOUND FRIEND. 

OH, PALITA, I AM VERW 
GRATEFUL TO WOU FOR SAVING 
MW LIFE* LET THERE BE P£AC 
BETWEEN USALW4WS* I Wf 
ASK ALL MW KINSMEN AND 
FR'ENDS NOT TO HURT WOU. 

f 
h)u. 

« A 

BUT THE RAT WAS WISE. 

LOU ARE MISTAKEN, 
0 10MASHA » THERE ARE 

TIMES WHEN SELF-INTEREST 
CAN MAKE A FOE A FRIEND. 
BUT SOONER OR LATER THEW 

WILL BECOME ENEMIES. 

IT IS POSSIBLE LOU 
ARE PRETENDIN© TO BE 

MW FRIEND—JUST TO 
CATCH ME THE MORE 

V EASILW t / 

no,lomasha, 
©o hour waw — 
AND KEEP WOUR 
DISTANCE FROM 

THE EVIL 
. HUNTER! 

IVJ>Vs 

M 

v»« 

THE CAT SHIVERED ON HEARING THE 
WORD *HUNTER ’ AND MADE HASTE 
TO RUN AW AH. 

l«k 
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DEEP IN ThE JUN6LES CF ThE HIMALAYAS, THERE WAS 
A JACKAL \NHO LIVED THE LIFE OF A RECLUSE 

THIS JACKAL tVAS COVtPASSIONATE AND TRuTHFji 
RAPA~^\f COmpAK,ONS WERE CRUEL AND 

PWHAT STRANGE 
BEhAV/OUR IS THIS ? 
MOULD THINK HE MAS 
ASCETIC F>RACT'SIN6 

L. AUSTERITIES' 

LOOK, FRIEND, THE WAH \ ALL OP LS A,1 1 

IN WHICH HOU LIVE WON’T 6'VE wou vaEAT 
DO» ME DON’T ) wQu DON’T 

LIKE ,T? ^ HAVE TO LIVE LINE 
AN ASCETIC? 

. THANK HOu FOR HOUR KIND 
CONCERN, But I AM QUITE 
^HAPPH LIVING ON 

10 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

IT’S TRUE I AM 
l LOW- BORN BUT I AM 
k DETERMINED that \\h 
\ CONDUCT SHALL NOT 

X BE LOW. ^ 

SO yOU BELIEVE 
IT IS UP TO HOd 
TO DECIDE ON 
VOUR CONDUCT? 

DON’T HOU 
REALISE IT HAS A 
BEEN LAID DOWN 
US GENERATIONS ago. 

WE JACKALS HAVE 
-*\STRICTLH followed the 

\ SAME RULES AS O 

) 
/ 

FRIENDS, SINCE WE ARE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR ACTIONS 

DOES IT NOT FOLLOW THAT 
WE HAVE A CHOICE OVER 

>V^ OUR ACTIONS? - U 3E 4 VZJLU ^EARNED \ff \ 
PERSON OP BLAMELESS?^ 

CONDUCT. y\\ 

I DO NOT WISH TO 'X?1 
LEAD HOUR KIND OF \ 
life. |T IS EVIL. IT | 
-EADS TO DISCONTENT j 
AND TEMPTATION. /a 

PAH? IT’S NO USE 
TALKING TO HIM! LET’S 

LEAVE HIM ALONE! J 

MOST JNJSUAL 
POR 4 JACKAL f HE 
IS WORTH- OP 

RESPECT * 
• A 

SUCH 
SUPERIOR 

AIRS! 
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0 RIGHTEOUS PERSON« I HEARD 
EVER* WORD VOU UTTERED. 

I RESPECT UOU FOR SUCH 
HONOURABLE SENTIMENTS* ^ 

__ _ £A\ESPR0°P!N6 
<■ \& OP~'<THE FORES1". HE DREW NEAR AS SOON AS 

THE OTHERS "AD LEFT. 

-/T 

• .. I DO NOT WANT X . 
LUXURU SUCH AS COURT \ 
LITE AFFORDS. I HAVE 
NEVER SERVED ANOTHER. 1 
I AM QUITE HAPPJ 

WHERE I AM. y 

HOWEVER, IF HOU STILL 
WISH TO 4PP0INT ME, I WILL 

OBEU — PROVIDED HOU TREAT 
m ADVICE WITH RESPECT 
AND ALLOW ME TO GIVE IT 

TO HOJ IN PRIVATE. 

THEH SAV HE IS N 
HCNE5T. SHOULD WE 
TALK TO HIM OF OUR 

TROUBLES? y 

JACKAL WENT 70 THE COURT AND WAS TREATED BH THE </N6 W/TH GREAT RESPECT. 

( OH* SO THAT’S THE 
\ NEW CHIEF 

MINISTER. 

OH * HE *5 JUST 
ANOTHER JACKAL* IF WE 
CONFIDE IN HIM, HE’LL 
SOON DC US OUT OF 

EVERWTHING 
WE HAVE ! 

12 
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BUT. GRADUALLY, THEH LEARNT TO TRUST 
HIM. ONE 8H ONE, THEU CAME TO HIM WITH 
THEIR PROBLEMS, r 

^ MH SON WAS 
PUNISHED FOR 

stealing. BUT HE , 
WAS INNOCENT* 

THEN WHO 
WAS THE REAL ) 

THIEF? A 

m CHILDREN ARE 
STARVING AND WE 

HAVE NO FOOD SCORED 
FOR THE RAINW , 

v SEASON • / 

HOW IS THAT? I KNOW 
hour husband WORKSA<tf 

HARD. 

WN 

HE DOES NOT ALWAUS 
GET WORk BECAUSE 

THE JACKAL IN CHARGE 
WANTS A BRIBE 

V FROM HIM* V 

* cv> \ 

—^Wvs \w 

the JACKAL SOON SAW 70 IT THAT THEy SO1' JUSTICE. 
BUT THOSE WHO WERE EsOLQ.’T/XS THE POOR A\ V14_S 
WERE VERU 4N6RH. 

—Ov> 

THAT MINISTER 
5 ONE OF US. WHH 

SHOULD HE SIDE 
WITH THE COMMON 

PEOPLE? 
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IT WON’T DO» 
WE MUST SET ) 
RlDOFHIM* 

7 RE HAS DONE AN 
UNFORGVABwE THINS 

HE HAS 5E” thE HARE 
FREE AND SENT OUR 
GOOD FRIEND, THE 

k MA3lSTRATE,T0 
K JAIL * A 

THE CHIEF MINISTER 

HAS ALWAHS BEFRIENDED 
me . But how can i help 
HIM? | AM AFRAID THEH 

WILL HARM ME, TOO, 
N- a. IF I OBJECT! i/ 

^AKE IT AWAH AT ONCE Tfifc 
AND PUT IT IN THE CH»EF V ' 
MINISTER’S ROOM* /» 

LEAVE THE REST * £ 
TOME? , / 

O s' ^ . 

;~v 
iuvV 

( OH, THEM Th 
( INTEND TO - 
\ HARM HIM! ' ! 

THEV DOOMED ABOUT A0R WAVS OF DISCREDIT!NO HIM. QA'E PAH 

14 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

M/MUTES LATER THE <!N6 CAME IAI 

WH0 HAS 
DARED TO TOUCH 

^}||\ MV PLATE BEFORE 
; I HAVE EATEN? v 

NO, NO, T WE WOULDN’T 
C5RTAINLH DREAM OF 

NOTf 1 D0IN6 
A THINS! 

IT WAS NOT 
OF HOUR ONE US 

HIGHNESS 

SK ♦ • * RR •• ♦ 
RRR ♦ * ♦ DON’T 
STAMMER? WHO 
DID IT? ANSWER 

15 
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IF WOu WILL COME 
IV/TH US, HOUR 
MAJESTY, WE WILL 
SHOW HCU WHERE 
x IT IS* 

> ♦ 

I DON’T BELIEVE 
this, But, since 
WOU SAW H0u HAVE 

THE EVIDENCE, 
I’LL 60 WITH WOU 
AND SEE IT FOR 

MWSElF* 

HOW CAN I TRUST 4NW 
ONE EVER AGAIN ? 
I TH0U6HT HE WAS 
HONEST BUT THE 
FACT IS up owi 

~0U TRUSSED "IV 
too much, o kno* 
NE DARED NO7 TE^. 
Ou THE TRJ%| 

ABOUT Hi V 3EF0REJ 

■ ■ ’ ' - 

I CAN’T BEAR 
*0 BE MADE A 

FOOL OF LUCE TH<5» 
the CHIEF minister 
shall be executed 
v at once * 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

SOON AFTER, THE KINGS MOTHER HEARD ABOUT IT 
AND HURRIED 70 SPEAK 70 HER SON. i- 

\ j BUT, MOTHER, THE 
y \ MEAT WAS IN HIS 

\ ROOM. I SAW IT WITH 
/"* Vv MW OWN EHES» 

THIS CANNOT BE TRUE f 
I AM CERTAIN THE CHIEF 

MINISTER IS INNOCENT, THE 
k VICTIM OF SOME EVIL 

PLOT» y 

WHILE THEH WERE HOTLK DISCUSSING 
THE CASE, A JACKAL CAME IN. 

0, KINS, MAH I BE 
ALLOWED TO SPEAK? 
IT IS IMPORTANT* 

THE CHIEP MINISTER 
IS INNOCENT* TO PLOT 
HIS DOWNFALL, MW 
FRIENDS U6D ABOUT 
■IIM IT) VOU 1 / 

W OU SEE 
I TOLD 
wou so* 

/ 

But whw did wou not 
speak UP BEFORE? WERE 
WOU NOT AMONG THE VILE 

JACKALS WHEN THEW 
TALKED TO ME A little 

L. WHILE AGO? 

I REMAINED 
SILENT TO SAVE MW 
6KIN , FOR I WAS 

AFRAID OF THEM. 
BUT I PLEAD FOR 

WOUR GRACIOUS 
MERCH. 
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AIL RIGHT, HOU 
MAH 60 THOUGH 
HOU HAVE BEHAVED 

LIKE A 

« 

THE KING THEN SENT FOR THE CHIEF MINISTER. 

GOOD JACKAL, I NAS 
WRONG TO MAKE SO HASTH 
A JUDGEMENT A&AiNJST HOU. 

PLEASE RESUME HOUR 
DUTIES • 

0 KING, FIRST 
OU BESTOWED 

PON ME THE 
HIGHEST HONOURS 

OF THE LAND. 
THEN HOU 

TREATED ME AS 
HOUR ENEMH. 

I HAVE WRON6EPHOU. 
I SHOULD HAVE JUDGED BH HOUR 
ACTIONS WHICH HAVE ALW4HS 

BEEN JUST. 

TVf tRjST ONCE LOST 
CANNOT 35 REGAINED. SUCH V 
A SCAR PERMANENTLY MARS ) 
RELATlONSHf PS. PlEASE 
give me hour permission 

TO GO away. 

IN SOLITUDE IN THE FOREST. 

s. 

THEN WENT AWAW AND 
- Zr rue ePAT OF HIS DAYS 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

THE SAGE AND THE DOG 

IN A DENSE FOREST, INHABITED ONLY BY WILD ANIMAL A 
THERE ONCE LIVED A GOOD R/SHI. THE WILD CREATURES 
-01 ED HIM AND CAME TO HIM TO 8E TAUGHT BY HIM. 

THAT DOG IS 
THE MOST DEVOTED 

OF ALL HIS 
NEVER 

ONCE HAS HE 
LEFT THE SIDE 
OF HIS GURU* 

AND WOULD HOU 
BELIEVE IT? THE DOG 
LIVES ON NOTHING 
BUT FRUITS, ROOTS , 
AND WATER» */ 

I AM CERTAIN! 
LOCk AT HIM* HE’S 
SO WEAK AND THIN 
DUE TO FASTING. 

• 

"" M 

\ 

\ M V l 

Jv 
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JVfP+r. irSO h 
4 LEONARD ST RAH i 

hERM TA&E. 

APP£\ED THA 
rO i\TO THE 

HUN&RH AND THfRSTR, AND HIS JAWS WIDE OPEN, THE 
LEOPARD LOOKED LIKE A SECOND HAMA. * AND HE 
WANTED TO POUNCE UPON THE D06. 

7REt\3L iV,tV zEApi THE 

* THE LORD OP DEATH 20 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

SEE INS THIS MA6NIP/CENT AN/AAA L 
OP HfS OWN SPECIES, THE LEOPARD 
WHO HAD COME TO EAT H/M PLED. 

THERE WAS a 8LIND INS 
PLASH LIKE A SUN 
E\PL0D/N6. THE DCS WAS 
TRANSFORMED INTO A 
.EOPARD W/TH A COAT WHICH 
6LEAMED UKE 3URN/SHED 
SOLD f r 7 

^vjn) iikj- 
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7Htr nng vOH TRANSFORMED into A REGAL 
T&ER, GAiE UP His POWER AUSTERE P-EJ 
ANP BEGAN TO SUBSIST ON OTHER AV'MAlS 

ONE PAH, HAVING HAP A LARGE MEAL , HE 
mS SLEEPING IN THE HARD OF THE 
hermitage. 

*\v 

AS THIS ELEPHANT OF TERRIFU/NG 
PROPORTIONS APPROACHED, THE TIGER 
WHO WAS FORMERLY A DOG RUSHED TO 
THE R/SHI FOR PROTECTION. r—ZJZ,' ~ 

• • •M^r£V 4 ROG* 
ELEPHANT CAME 
''HERE. LOOH'NG 
L k£ A OREH CLO 
ON 4 STORiW 
hcr<zo\. —7—r 

THE R/SHI TRANSTORMED HIM INTO A MAGNIFICENT ELEPHANTf 

I MUST BE GO'NG 
MAD» I THOUGHT I WAS 

CHASING A TIGER BUT 
HE APPEARS TO BE 

ONE OP MU OWN 
SPECIES! ^ 

fM 
V 1 

mX ' i ■r 
|v s&J 

s \ HL *1 
W /. I 7 V r 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

DELIGHTED WITH HIS NEW FORM, 
THE RI SHFS ELEPHANT WANDERED 
OFF TO A NEARBH LAKE, ENjOH/N6 

THEN ONE DAH, A SLA HER OF ALL ANIMALS CAME TO THE SPOT. IT WAS A SH ARA9HA, A 
ERRf3k.E ANIMAL W; TH £/0H'r LEGS AND HE MADE STRAIGHT FOR THE R'SH/’S ELEPHANT/ 

9LT tHE ELEPHANTy THROUGH THE R/SH/ ’S GRACE, 
^AP BECOME A SHARABHA, TOO. ONLH HE WAS 
bigger and more fierce than the other one • 

FRI6H^E\ED, THE SHARABHA 
BEGAN TO SUNK Aw AH. 
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A\t \CA , EVER TWRSVN6 FOR FRESH BLOOD, 
WISHED TO SLAH rHE SA6E f 

THE SA6E DIV/NED HIS INTENTION AT 
ONCE. 

HOU D06! IT WAS 
TO ME VOU OWED HOUR 
TRANSFORMATIONS AS 
LEOPARD, TI6ER, 
ELEPHANT? AND FINALLY 

HAVING BECOME A 
SHARABHA, HOU WISH 

7W w 

BE THOU 
A DOG 
AGAIN' 

•" BUT HE HAD BECOME VERO 
SO THE IRISH/ DROVE HIM AW AH 

SO AW AH, SINFUL 
CREATURE ! NO ONE S 
BE PLACED IN A POSI 
FOR WHICH HE IS NOT 
HOU ARE CERTAINLY 
V TO BE A POO! 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

THE SMN MO 

-HVR. iQ K d/j - 

? V .' ^ 

^ I 
THERE ONCE UVEP A CROW WHO WAS THE FAVOURITE OF ~HREE BOHS\ 
EVERH PAH THEH FED HIM WITH 'HE REMNA STS OF THEIR FOOD. 

TVS ADMIRATION of t,he children 
filled the CROW WITH PRIDE--- 
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5H A \S h'SARD TH/S AS HE WAS SLIDING BW 

U6LH, AIM DEAR SIR» 
mcLM » AON CAN MOU SAH SUCH 
A THINS? NOBOCV WOULD 
^SSiBLM DISPUTE A SWAN’S 
V BEAJTU ♦ 

WHAT NCNi>t^. 
4LL mOU CAN 00 
FLUTTER ‘N THE 
breeze like A 
torn RIBBON •' 

m M if 
— 

1 
1 i ( 

. * aS i 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

• • • WHEREAS I • • • J 
LOOK! JUST SEE WHAT 

I CAN DO AS A 
V FLIER? 

• * • EVEN FLEW UPSIDE 
DOWN FOP A BIT.- 

HE MADE Z/6-ZAS 
PATTERNS IN THE A/P 

AND • * • > 

HE TURNED SEVERAL TIMES 
IN THE AIR LIKE AN ACROBAT. 

6CCD LORD, 
WHAT A CLUMSM 

FOOL ? 
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CLOWN COULD 
, THEM! 

XI 
/ I KNOW ONLI 

ONE KIND OP 
FLVIN6 — AND I 
CAN BEAT OU AT 

THAT * 

k> 

JVM? 

FRIENDS AND FOES 

BUT THE CROW WAS SO EXHAUSTED HE COULD 3ARE-U KEEP HIMSELF A301E THE HATER 

WHAT SHALL 
I DC? THERE 6 
N0T A TREE IN 
SicHT? WHERE 
CAN I STOP TO 

REST? 

HELP? 
OR I’LL 

DROWN? 
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OH, DON’T 
"’’AUNT ME’ | AM 
SO TIRED’ JN A 
LITTLE while I 

WILL DROWN AND 
DIE» 

SAA'O 

BROTHER swan f 
XI ARE MW SUPERIOR 

PROSPERITY MAKES 
‘OOLISY ONES MORE 
PO0LI5H. ' AM INPSE' 
INLH A CROW. THANK c< 

OR PJ'TNS ME 'N W 
PLACE * 
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