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HOW FRIENDS 
ARE PARTED 

Hitopadesha is a collection of ancient Sanskrit fables written by 
Narayana Pandit. It is dated around 11 th or 12th century AD. The 
four stories chosen in this group have simple moral tales to tell. Lions, 
jackals, monkeys, cats, dogs and donkeys are protagonists who 
teach common sense lessons in how to judge for oneself; how not to 
succumb to rumourmongers; how to mind one's own business and 
how not to be greedy. 
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*Amar Chitra Kathas ore a glorious tribute to India 3 rich cultural heritage These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India Comics are a great wo/ of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing reoding habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots " 
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THERE WAS ONCE A RICH MERCHANT WHO WAS TRAVELLING ALONE 
THROUGH A FOREST IN A CART LOADED WITH GOODS FOR SALE. • < ** 

IF ALL 60ES WELL AND 
I SELL THESE GOODS, 

I WILL MAKE A LOT 
OF MONEY. 

BUT ALL DID NOT GO WELL. 

f 
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FORELEG is 
BROKEN. I ’LL HAVE 
TO LEAVE HIM 

I AM ALL ALONE |N THIS 
forest, well, if i’m fated 

TO UVE, I WILL; IF NOT, 
Tv I’LL DIE. 

THIS FOREST IS FULL 
OF TENDER 6RASS. 

I CAN 6RAZE TO MY 
HEART’S CONTENT. 

THE BULL FED ON THE LUSH GRASS OF THE 
FOREST. AS THE DAYS PASSED HE GREW BETTER 

AND SOON HIS LEG HEALED. 

HITOPADESHA-HOW FRIENDS ARE PARTED 

KARATAKA, MARK MY WORDS. 
BY OUR EFFORTS WE WILL WIN 

BACK THE CONFIDENCE 
V OF OUR KING. ^ 

JUST THEN KING LION PASSED BY WITHOUT EVEN GLANCING AT THE TWO JACKALS. 

THAT WAS A GRAND 
PEAST. NOW FOR A 
L0N6 DEEP DRINK OF 
WATER.THEN •• • v 

THE LION APPROACHED A POOL OF 
WATER, i-— 
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... the BULL. WHO WAS NOT FAR 
AWAY, SUDDENLY BELLOWED W/TH 
ALL HIS MIGHT. | 

THE LION RAN TO HIS CAVE AND DAMANAKA SPRANG TO HIS FEET. 

HERE IS OUR 
CHANCE! 

HITOPADESHA-HOW FRIENDS ARE PARTED 

A SERVANT SHOULD SERVE 
HIS MASTER .THAT IS WHY 

^ t HAVE COME. 

WHEN DAMANAKA APPROACHED THE DEN, THE UON HAD NOT YET RECOVERED FROM 
FR/GHT. —i—■ -ran---1 

WHAT BRINGS 
YOU HERE ? 

f 
■- -. 

HUSH? SO YOU SAW MB. 
DON’T TELL ANYONE YET. 
BUT WE MAY HAVE TO 

LEAVE THIS POREST. 

DIDN’T YOU HEAR THE 
THUNDERING ROAR OF 

A MIGHTY BEAST? 

BUT WHY,YOUR 
MAJESTY? 
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MY BROTHER AND 
I CAN PIND A WAY 1 
. HELP YOU. 

WHAT SHALL 
I DO? ^ 

WE WILL BE ALL THE MORE 
HELPFUL IP YOUR MAJESTY 

IT SHALL BE DONE. 
SUMMON YOUR BROTHER 

AND ALL THE OTHER A 
k. JACKALS. 

THE JACKALS HOWLED POE JOY WHEW THEY SAW THE 
MAGNIFICENT FEAST THAT LAY 8EC0EE THEM.r- 

EAT, MV PRIEND. 
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AS THEY LEFT THE LION'S DEN 

HOW ARE WE 601 NS TO HELP 
THE KINS WHEN WE DON'T 
EVEN KNOW WHAT FRIGHTEN¬ 

ED HIM? 

I DO KNOW. IT WA5 THE 
BELLOW INS OF A BULL* HA! 

HA* A BULL,MY BROTHER, 
WHOM EVEN YOU AND I 

COULD KILL! 

THEN WHY 
DIDN’T YOU TELL 

BUT NOW WE CAN TELL 
HIM — AND EARN ANOTHER 

PEAST! LET’S SO 
AND LOOK FOR THE / 

^ BULL. 

60 AND SIT AT 
THE FOOT OP THAT 
TREE AND TRY TO LOOK 
A3 REGAL AS YOU CAN. 
I’LL SEND THE BULL 

TO YOU. * 
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DAMANAKA THEN WENT UP TO 
THE BULL. 

0 BULL, I AM THE 
KEEPER OF THIS 
FOREST, DON’T 

YOU KNOW YOU 
CAN’T COME 
HERE WITHOUT 
PERMISSION? 

FRIEND, I COME 
PROM THE CITY. I DON’T 

KNOW THE WATS OF 

DON’T ASK 
ME.ASK KARA- 
TAKA,THE kins’ 
6ENERAL, WHO 
COMMANDS YOU 
TO APPEAR 

• BEFORE HIM. 

THE BULL WENT TO KARATAKA AND PELL AT H/S FEE' 

0 MIGHTY GENERAlT] 
WHAT WOULD YOU * 

HAVE ME DO ? 

-L~'- 

YOU MUST GO 
AND FALL AT THE 
IMPERIAL FEET OF 

KINS LION. 

/ ° 
WL 

' - 
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' FOOLISH BJLL! n 
MIGHTY CREATURES 

SATTLE ONLY WITH THE 
MIGHTY. HIS MAJESTY WILL 

NOT CONDESCEND TO 
FIGHT YOU.WE WILL 

k TAKE YOU TO HIM. A 

THE BULL WAS TERRIFIED. 

WHAT IF HE 
ATTACKS ME? 

¥ t 

* 
u< 
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AS THEY APPROACHED THE LION’S 
DEN — |- 

J YOU WAIT HERE. 
I WILL INFORM HIS 
MAJESTY THAT YOU 

PAY HIM 

NOT ONE FEAST, BUT MANY 
MORE . MY TREASURY OF 

^FOCD IS OPEN TO YOUR 
PACK. I WILL NOW . 

A SEE THE ANIMAL. JEN 

YOUR MAJESTY, NOW 
THAT YOUR FEARS ARE 
SET AT REST, MAY I 
PROMISE MY BROTHER 
AND THE PACK 
ANOTHER FEAST? 

• I 

v 
— 

• ' s' ' 

— 
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I COVIE TV PAT 
YOU H0AM6E., SOOD FRIEND! WE ARE 

EQUALS. ONLY A SUB¬ 
ORDINATE PAYS HOMA6E 

TO A SUPERIOR. 

DAM AN AKA RETURNED TO H/S BROTHER AND THE TWO Of THEM LED THE BULL TO THE 
LION. |——-v- - 

VOUR MAJESTY, ] irT^f ff ^ 

BE MY 6UEST 
AND LIVE AS 
LONS AS YOU 

LIKE IN MY 
FOREST. 

THE BULL WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED. HE 
CONTINUED L/WNQ IN THE fOREST, NOW AS THE 
HONOURED QUEST Of HIS MAJESTY THE LION. 

BUT,YOUR MAJESTY, 
WHAT ABOUT THE 

FLESH OF ALL THE 
ANIMALS THAT WERE 

v SLAIN TODAY? > 

ONE DAY THE LION CAME UP TO THE BULL WITH ANOTHER 
UQN. _ 

FRIEND, PLEASE LOOK AFTER 
MY BROTHER WHILE I 60 AND 

HUNT FOR SOME FOOD 
■^■for h/m . I 

"V 
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WELL , THE TWO JACKALS 
MUST HAVE EATEN SOME, 
WASTED SOME,AND 
6IVEN THE REST AWAY. „ 

YOU KEEP 
NO CONTROL? 

OH! THAT’S HOW IT HAS BEEN 
SINCE THE DAY I OPENED 

MY TREASURY TO 
sW THEM. 

X 3UT, YOUR 
MAJESTY/ 

THAT’S BAD! 
NO WEALTH OF 

ANY KIND SHOULD 
BE SQUANDERED. 

THE LION’S BROTHER, WHO HAD 
8EEN L/STEN/N6, NOW SPORE. 

AS YOUR 
TREASURER? 

i / HE IS RI6HT. WHY DON’T \ 
/ YOU APPOINT OUR \ 

*! FRIEND THE BULL , WHO 1 THINK \y 
V ONLY EATS 6RASS, / \ 1 SHALL. Ji 

7 9 ^ 

r' / 
. 1 »**r. ** < v"\ I yf 
W 1 V * I 

THE NEXT DAY WHEN THE L/ON KILLED A DEER, ' NO , DAMANAKA, YOU 
THE JACKALS APPROACHED HIM. i-;v-^r ^,-1 1 UAWC ™ Dc'*c,wc 
—^-__---1 2 V "‘1 youR PROVISIONS FROM 

THE BULL . HE IS MY 
TREASURER 
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BUT THEY 
HAVE BECOME 
INSEPARABLE 

PR! ENDS. 

SO WHAT ? ' 
THERE IS 

NOTHING THAT 
CUNNING CANNOT 
. ACCOMPLISH .a 

WHAT IS IT? 
SPEAK UP! 

YOUR MAJESTY, I HAVE 
SOMETHING VERY 
UNPLEA5ANT TO 

\ TELL YOU. 

DAM AN AKA IME NT TO THE UON AND BOWED TO HIM. 

HITOPADESHA-HOW FRIENDS ARE PARTED 

MY LORD, THE BULL 
IS A TRAITOR. HE 

PLANS TO SEI2E 
YOUR KINGDOM. 

THAT IS WHY! HE NOW WANTS' 
TO 9E MORE POWERFUL 
THAN EVEN YOU, YOUR 
MAJESTY. HE MUST BE 
DEMOTED BEFORE IT 
IS TOO 
LATE. 

- 

■ BUT 
WHY SHOULD HE? 
HE ENJOYS MORE 
POWER THAN ANY 
OTHER MINISTER. 

THE LION WAS SILENT FOR A WHILE. 

WHAT YOU 5AY MAY 
3E TRUE. BUT I 
HOLD MY FRIEND, 

THE BULL, IN 
GREAT ESTEEM. 

I CANNOT 
CONDEMN HIM 

WITHOUT ANY 
PROOF. 

_ 

WILL HAVE IT SOON. 
HE PLANS TO COME HERE 

WITH HIS HORNS LOWERED 
AS BULLS DO WHEN THEY 

ATTACK.WILL YOU 
BELI EVE ME THEN ? 
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DAMANAKA THEN WENT IN SEARCH 
OF THE BULL. 

AH! THERE HE IS! 
I MUST LOOK AS 
DEJECTED A5 

I CAN. 

^ - 

^Lxr 
0* 

5 
NOTHING 

9UT MISERY 
FOR THOSE WHO 
SERVE WICKED 

MASTERS. 

WHAT DO YOU AND DAMAN AKA SIGNED. 

I SHOULD NOT N 
BETRAY MY KING.BUT I HAD 
PROMISED YOU PROTECTION. 
HIS MAJESTY’S HEART IS 

TURNED AGAINST . 
v YOU. X 

HE HAS MADE 
SECRET PLANS TO 
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BUT WHY ? WHAT HAVE 
I DONE TO DISPLEASE 
HIM ? OR DO KINGS 

HATE WITHOUT 
CAUSE? V 

/ DON’T 
/WASTE TIME. 

'THINK OF WHAT 
YOU CAN DO 

TO SAVE YOUR 
LIFE. 

DAM AN AKA , LEAVING THE BULL TO FOLLOW AT H!5 OWN PACE, RAN AHEAD TO THE UON. 

YOUR MAJESTY! I SAW THE 
TRAITOR ON HIS WAY HERE. 

HE’S READY TO 

15 
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THE 3L.LL, MEANWHILE, HAD COVE NEAR THE DEN. THE JACKAL WAS RIGHT. HIS 
MAJESTY HAS CRUEL INTENTIONS 

I WILL NOT DIE WITHOUT A 
FIGHT 

THE UON SOON KILLED HIM. AS HE 
irVEtRD SOJND C&U6HT h/S EARS, r 

-0?. 33 i Mg i i-. na o ®a) 

y 
Krr^ 

WHAT’S THAT | HEAR? THE 
GLEEFJL HOWL OF THE 
JACKALS! Ah, I HAVE LET 
THE CUNNING JACKALS OUT¬ 

WIT ME AND PART ME 
FROM A TRUE 

__ FRIEND! 

r/» j- v. 
/ Z.. 

■c 

{ 

HITOPADESHA-HOW FRIENDS ARE PARTED 

LON6A60, THERE LIVED AN ASS AND A DO6 WHO 3ELON6ED TO A WASHERMAN OF VARANASI. 

THERE! HE HAS ONC 
AGAIN FORGOTTEN T 

GIVE ME MV 
K DINNER. 

ALL IS QUIET. IT’S BEEN A 
HARD DAY. TONIGHT I SHALL 

Si_E£F LIKE A LOG. 

GOOD LORD! IT’S 
A THIEC! AND THE 

MASTER IS FAS 
ASLEEP. _ 

GOOD! HE’S FAST 
ASLEEP. I’M LUCKY. 
I CAN BEGIN 
FILLING MV f 

SACK. j—y 
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HE TURNED TO THE D06. 

_7 ILOOK ! A THIEF 15 CARRYING 
R MASTER 
)ON’T YOU BARK 
WAKE 

' m-. 

WHY SHOULD I ? 
OUR AMSTER NEGLECTS 
ME. A LITTLE P,RIGHT 
WILL REMIND HIM THAT 

NEEDS ME AND MUST 
LOOK APTER ME 

HE 

TTER B 

5-* /< 
3? 

THE AS5 PVAS FURIOUS THEN I WILL, BEFORE 
THE THIEF GOES. I’D 

.BETTER BE QUICK’ HOW CAN YOU LET 
OUR MASTER DOWN 
YOU UNFAITHFUL, 
UNGRATEFUL 
. CUR ? ^ 

T SHOULD I BE 
GRATEFUL FOR 

BEING NEGLECTED? 
l NO. I WILL NOT 

WAKE HIM UP. 

HITOPADESHA-HOW FRIENDS ARE PARTED 

THE SILLY ASS ! HE’LL 
IVAKE UP THE WHOLE 

THE WASHERMAN WOKE UP W/TH A START AND 
WENT TO THE WINDOW. BUT, BY THEN, THE TH/EF HAD 
60T AWAY, i- 

THAT STUPID ASS HAS 
RUINED MY SLEEP. I ’LL TEACH HIM 

6RA9B/N6 A CUDSEL HE RUSHED OUT INTO THE YARD. . . UNFORTUNATELY FOR YOU 
THE THIEF HAS GOT AWAY 
AND THE MASTER DOES NOT 

KNOW WHY YOU BRAYED 

• • - AND BEAT THE ASS MERCILESSLY • THE DCS SHOOK 
PITY. 

POOR ASS. ip ONLY 
YOU HAD STUCK TO YOUR 

DUTIES INSTEAD OF 
TRYING TO PERFORM MINE. 

WOULD YOU HAVE 
suffered this fate? 
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ONCE UPON A TIME THERE LIVED A LION, HE WAS A 
MIGHTY BEAST BEFORE WHOM ALL TREMBLED• • • 

•••ALL EXCEPT A 
TINY MOUSE. 

HAJ HAj YOUR FINE 
MANE WILL MAKE A 
SOFT BED FOR MY 

LITTLE ONES WHEN 

DAY AFTER DAY THE 
MOUSE NIBBLED AT THE 
LION'S MANE AS HE SLEPT 
IN HIS DEN. 

EACH DAY WHEN THE L/ON WORE 

-1 AGAIN ! MORE 
OF MY MAGNIFICENT 

AH | THERE YOU 
ARE. WAIT TILL 

I CATCH YOU. 

BUT THE LITTLE MOUSE QUICKLY 
SCUTTLED INTO HER HOLE. cm 

SHE 5 60NE! WELL,MICE 
ARE NOT MY PREY. I ’M 
-v _ NO CAT. ywX 

HE SOON CAME ACROSS ONE 

WILL YOU COME AND 
LIVE IN MY DEN, 

V FRIEND CAT? 

WHY 
DO YOU WANT 
. ME? > 

OH! WHY 
DIDN’T I THINK 

OF IT BEFORE? 
I’LL SET MYSELF A 
CAT RIGHT AWAY. 

HITOPADESHA-HOW FRIENDS ARE PARTED 

JUST TO 
FRIGHTEN AWAY 

A LITTLE 
MOUSE. 

A MOUSE! 
I’LL COME,FRIEND 
. LION. . 

HERE , DEAR CAT. THE 
FRESHEST OF FISH — 
ALL FOR YOU. ONLY 
KEEP THAT MOUSE 

K AWAY FROM MY 
A. MANE WHILE 

I SLEEP. 

AT THE DEN — 

ALL FOR 
ME! MM-M-M. 

""-S-\ C=FC\ 

- - 
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)HQ OUR ""wni/ fKlfcNU 

HA5 KEPT A CAT AS A 
BODYGUARD * 

I MUST BE CAREFUL. 

SO THE DAYS PASSED HAPPILY 

aha? the little pest 

is RESTLESS.THANKS 
TO THE CAT, I ’M NOT. -i 
THAT REMINDS ME. / 
I MUST SIVE HIM L 
HIS TREAT OF FISH Tj 

for today. / J 
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BUT SHE SPOKE TOO SOON, SUDDENLY 
THE CAT POUNCED ON HER, 

THE RICHEST OF CREAM 
OR THE FRESHEST OF FISH 

THESE ARE NOTHING 
. .. COMPARED TO A 

DELICIOUS > 
,>V Vjl MOUSE. 

' ' > ; v 

a*3yl 
1 T- 
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^TthTc'ffTHADSEEN TOO 

^ ^ NO LONGER HEAR 
L .Ttt/P PEST MOVE 

k 
' - 

ri 

, 'V v. f*AV- .* 

FRIEND LION 
I »M HUNGRY. 

THEaj 00 AND 
catch yourself 

SOME MICE. |’D LIK 
TO SLEEP NOW.DON 

k disturb me. 

TO FEED HIM. jV ?/■ - ' ' • T\T~ 

0/0 NOT bother 

THE CAT LEFT THE DEN, A WISER ANIMAL. 

HITOPADESHA-HOW FRIENDS ARE PARTED 

ONE AFTERNOON, WHEN ALL THE MEN OF BRAHMAPURA WERE 
A WAV AT WORK y A THIEF CAME TO THE F/LLA6E TEMPLE. 

OH ! BAD LUCK * THE 
DOORS ARE CLOSED. 
THE ONLY THINS 

I CAN TAKE AWAY 

BUT THAT WA$ NOT TO BE. FOR AS SOON AS 
HE ENTERED THE FOREST //V THE HILLS— 
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THE T16SR KILLED HIM AMD 
CAWED HIM AWAY. [- 

THE NEXT MORNING A TROOP OP MONKEYS 
CAME BY. ■. 

I’VE SEEN ONE LIKE IT 
BEFORE. IT MAKES A 
PUN NY SOUND IF 

v YOU SHAKE IT. > 

THE monkey shook it hard 

I BET 
I CAN MAKE A 

LOUDER 
v SOUND! 

1 ll 
1 1 

rjRZj i 
,;M' &/ 1 

I A ■Umi u ' W I 
1 I / v v 

jfii 

m [ J t)) 1 

y y |Z|, i >* ^ "1a 

|\ r 
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THE HILLY REGION ECHOED WITH 
the ringing OP THE BELL. |- 

SOME TIME LATER, TWO TRAVELLERS WERE 
ON THEIR WAY TO BRAHMAPURA.- 

THERE IS A DEMON ON 
TWE HILL. HE MAKES A 
v TERRIPYIN6 NOISE. WHY HAVE YOU 

BEEN 
v RUNNING? > 

AND WE 
SAW THE BONES 
OP A MAN KILLED 

BY HIM. 

WHEN THEY REACHED BRAHMAPURA 
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ves. IT MUST 
BE THE 

DEMON. 

/1 > 
I |N 

I m I H 

n 

THE ClANGING OF A BELL. ' 
SURE SOME MONKEYS HAVE 

SOMEHOW GOT HOLD OF 
_ A SELL. AND 

HIS EARS RINS 
LIKE BELLS AS HS 

SWINGS THEM 
v ABOUT J 

HE IS 
THE DEMON 
GHAntakarna; 

HE IS A 
KILLER! 

RUMOURS SPREAD ABOUT THE CRUEL DEMON. 

ThR|«?I 7° 8EUEVE 
ThPD. S demON 

EfttfSS1 see 

SHE THOUGHT DEEPLY FOR A WHILE L 
THEN ( ki/nice <snnnjDS LlKE_ _ 
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IS A DEMON 
ON THE HILL 

WE WANT 
TO LEAVE THE 

VILLAGE. 

meanwhile the villagers went to their 
headman. . _ ___ . 

WE ARE AFRAID 
he'll come here 

AND KILL US. 

• V V' 

I 
I 

U: 

AS THE HEADMAN WONDERED 
WHAT TO DO, THE WOMAN SPORE UP. 

THE WOMAN TOOR THE MONEY AND 
WENT OUT— 

SO SHE BOUGHT SOME MANGOES 

~rw~ 

• • . AND SET OUT POP THE H/LL. 1 
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tN the FOREST SHE THREW THE MAN60E5 

ABOUT< 

MANGOES! 

I--- 
THE SELL WAS DROPPED IN THE DASH FOR THE 
MANSOES. p- 

THE MONKEYS SMELT THE 
MANSOES AND CAME SCAMPER/N6 
UP. j- 
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•.. RAN BACK TO THE V/LLA6E.. . 

^ IT WAS 
Clever of you 

TO HAVE GUESSED 
THE TRUTH. YOU 

WILL BE 
V REWARDED. 

HERE IS YOUR DEMON» 
THE TERRIBLE SOUND 
CAME FROM THIS HARM¬ 

LESS TEMPLE BELL. 

the HEADMAN REWARDED HER AND FROM THAT DAY ON SHE 
BECAME THE MOST RESPECTED PERSON iN 8RAHMAPURA . 
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