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This book belongs to :

All living creatures die to be born again, so the
Hindus believe. The Buddha was no exception. Legend
has it that several lifetimes as a Bodhisattva went into the
making of the Buddha, the Enlightened one.

The Bodhisattva came in many forms—marn, monkey,
deer, elephant, lion. Whatever his mortal body, he
spread the message of justice and wisdom, tempered
with compassion. This wisdom, the wisdom of right
thinking and right living, is preserved in the Jataka tales.

These tales are based on the folklore, legends and
ballads of ancient India. We cannot assign a definite
date to the Jataka stories. Taking into account archaeo-
logical and literary evidence it appears that they were
compiled in the period, third century B.C. to fifth
century A.D. They give us invaluable information about
ancient Indian civilization, culture and philosophy.
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: "5l A PANDIT AND HIS PUPIL .
> - J A~ | WERE ONCE PASSING
.| THROUGH A FOREST.

HAL HA! YOU CANNOT
DECEIVE US WITH HUMBLE
TALK AND SIMPLE CLOTHES]
IF 40U ARE CARRYING
NO MONEY, 90UR
PUPIL CAN BRING
IT FROM YOUR
HOUSE.

L1 A THOUSANP GOLPD
A I\ COINS. ONLY THEN




MASTER, I"LL COME
BACK AS SOON AS
POESIBLE . 5O PLEASE
PO NOT TELL THESE
THUGS THAT 90U
KNOW THE

THE VAIDARBHA MANTRA IS A
CHANT KNOWN TO VERY FEW.
IF UTTERED WHEN THE STARS ARE
IN A FAVOURABLE POSITION, IT
PRODUCES A SHOWER OF GEMS.

THE PANDIT LOOKED UP AT THE SKY —

OH! THE PLANETS
ARE MOVING INTO THE
, CORRECT POSITION.
SHOULD | TELL THE
ROBBERS ABOUT THE
VAIDARBHA MANTRA
AND S0 BE FREE

COLP IT IS ALL
MY JOINTS ACHE |
| WISH | COULD WARM




REMEMBERING HIS PUPIL'S
ADVICE ,HE HESITATED. BUT

AFTER
ALL, WHAT
IS THE USE OF
KNOWLEDGE IF
ONE CANNOT
UTILISE IT IN
TIMES OF (il
CrRiSIS © /'

IF | START A SHOWER
OF GEMS , WILL OF GEMS ¢
ARE 40U
JOKING 2

IN A FEW MOMENTS
THE PLANETS WILL BE
IN THE RIGHT POSITION. }
THEN | CAN y
EGIN, _e

HEY, CHIEF!
LIBTEN [ | HAVE
SOMETHING

IMPORTANT

NO,I’M SERIOUS.
| CAN DO IT BY




| CAN'T DO IT ...AND,OF COURSE, 90U ALL RIGHT.BUT
WITHOUT HAVING WILL FIRBT HAVE PON'T PLAY
A RITUAL BATH ANY TRICKE OR
AND CHANGING AT WILL BE THE

L ANTO CLEAN
; SILK

&ET FREE,AND AFTER | DO IT,OR 1S HE
A DIPIN THE RIVER,HE | FOOLING US?
GAT FOR A LONG TIME, :

GEMS [ THOSE
ARE PRECIOUS
GEMS FALLING
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QuUICK |
COLLECT THEM
| ALL! EVEN THE
5 TINIEST!

LISTEN TO
' Mo
*_, PUFIL.

16 THAT ALL ¥

WHY THEN YOU NEED \ FROM 40U, ANP
%:‘REE POING ONLY TO TAKE YOU'LL BE HUNG
THIS! UP FROM THE
—_— =
" R T
\ WHAT
A STUPID
QUESTION!
FOR YOUR
GEMS, OF
COURSE,




OF WHAT USE HE‘BIH!MLUABLE!HE
COULD THAT KNOWS A MAGIC CHANT
|\ THATWILL BRING POWN
\ A SHOWER OF JEWELS,

DON'T MAKE I... I*M... SORRY. THE
e TR e ) STEITE I e
L L . TH‘{:‘H &uﬁm w
mvzﬂlfﬁ‘aLEmﬁim \ AGAIN FOR ANOTHER

LIAR [
SCOUNDREL !
WE WON'T LET
YOU GET AWAY




TRICK Us # PO
HOU THINK WE

GO AFTER THOSE RASCALS
WE EET FREE | THEY'VE
TRICKED US, BUT THEY
WON'T GO FAR.WITH
THOSE GEMS!
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NO, MY
FRIENDIIT
IS5 MINE!

REALISING IT WAS USELESS TO FIGHT,
THEY PRETENDED TO BE FRIENDS, THEY
HID THE TREASURE IN THE HOLLOW

\ LET’S GO AND /OF Ug
EAT. SHOULD

ALL RIGHT, I'LL
GO AND FETCH SOME
FOOD WHILE <ou

KEEP GUARD

TREASURE WITH
HIM Z HE DOESNT
DESERVE IT.




MEANWHILE, THE ROBBER WENT
TO THE VILLAGE NEAR BY AND BOUGHT
SOME FOOD.ON HIS WAY BACK —

I STARVING.
I’LL EAT FIRST
AND THEN TAKE
THE REST FOR

IS NO FRIENP OF
MINE AT ALL.WHY

SHOULD | SHARE
ANYTHING WITH

A ] WILL SHARE

NEITHERE FOOD NOE
JEWELS WITH HIM.
I’LL GET RID

S0 HE BPRINKLED SOME POISON ON
THE REMAINING FOOD.




WHEN, TWO DAYS LATER, THE PUPIL
RETURNED WITH THE MONEY, HE FOUND
THE PLACE LITTERED WITH CORPSES.

My GURU USED
THE CHANT FOR THE
BENEFIT OF UNDESERN -
ING PEOPLE [ IF ONLY
HE HAD HEEDED
My ADVICE!

L.
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H?SCI‘EE WENT TO TDMATA FESTIVAL.

AT THE END OF THE
FESTIML —

HERE 15 SOME
MONEY FOR BOTH
OF 40U, YOUR

FATHER,
] ENJOYED
THE FESTIVAL
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FRIGHTEN
THEM OFF,
FATHER!

SOME THIEVES HIDING
IN THE JUNGLE HEARD
THE LOUD DRUMMING.

IT APPEARS ™
A ROYAL PARTY
IS HUNTING IN

B\ THE FOREST.

AFTER A WHILE —

ENOUGH, SONT DON’T
DO IT AGAIN! THAT  }
SHOULD ONLY BE 4
PLAYED ONCE! A

1

BUT THE BOY WENT ON

STOP | -' OH, FATHER, 40U \ :

WHY DON'T WORRY TOO MUCH!
40U LISTEN I'LL SCARE THE
TO ME® THIEVES GOOD
AND

WHAT ! THE SAME DPRUM - BEATS
THRICE! THAT IS NO ROYAL

-

MONEY AND IS FEELING M=
HAPPY ! . #

-

PARTY. e -
IT IS JUST SOMEBODY &1
WHO HAS MADE A LOT OF Q

(]
e
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THE THIEVES QUICKLY SPOTTED THE =
DRUMMER AND HIS SON, =TT

OH, YES !
THOSE TWO

CERTAINLY HAVE
L 'GOME MONEY IN
L THOSE HEAVY
_ BUNDLES!

| TOLD 40U TO
Pl B STOP, DIDN'T | ¥ BUT
WHAT : 40U WOULDN'T LISTEN.
. IN YOUR PRIDE , 40U
A LOVELY H

FOOLISHLY INVITED
HOUR OWN POOM BY
PLAYING AT THE
WEONG TIME !

NECKLACE!

| HAVE N
LEARNT MY

\ LEssON now, AR




") =P\ ONE DAY, THERE WAS GREAT EXCITEMENT
_| FEOPLE HAD GATHERED TO WATCH A RAM—F/GHT.

==

A SADHLU HAPPENED TO PASS BY.

HE SAW A RAM RETREATING
WITH HIS HEAD BOWED LOW.

WHAS)  ( HE IS STEPPING
PN ¢ BACK! HE 15




| HAVE INVITED THIS

AGONY ON MYSELF |
| WAS FOOLISH AND

\. VAIN ! NOW | HAVE
PAID THE _

\ PRICE !

=-..\..~ st we:.ﬁp ;_f :
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THE DAY THE EARTH |
BROKE INTO TWO |

=

JUST THEN,A

" WHEN A STRANGE |
s WHEW A ST N W BiLva FeulT FELL

THOUGHT STRUCK

GOING TO BREAK ©
| MUST RUN,




- n - .:

WHAT!S THE Y/ PON'T ASK ME, *

MATTER # WHERE }| BROTHER.JUST
ARE You B RUN FOR YOUR

. GOING & :

VERY SOON, A HORDE OF FRIGHTENED RABBITS WERE | .
RUNNING . THEN —

{ WHAT HAS HAPPENED? W P . -
WHY THE PANIC? , AW I :
| : [ i 3 : u/i I IJLL AEK : E
i) e I =, ) THEM. e
Ly i il oy s L ] i
X 1 : |_
A . .: -
l.g e @

@ i - . 4-- -1

LEARNING THAT THE RE3 e

EARTH WAS GOING TO BEEAK,THE DEER ALSO JOINED THE RABSITS.

. THE
EARTH... IS =
BREAKING 2 THEN

| MUST SAVE
MYSELF

HEY, WHERE
ARE 40U ALL
GOING § WHAT
' 18 THE

PS5 _HURRY 2

BV

DONT
§OU EMNOW 7
THE EAETH |G
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ERY SOON A PANIC-STRICKEN TROUPE WAS FLEEING THROUGH THE FOREST.

HMM....
BUT THAT IS
JMPOSSIBLE!

HYOU KNOW
THE EAETH

HE CLIMBED TO THE TOP
OF A HILL AND ROARED.
7 =
| “
N
-. wos ﬂln"'-l’f‘, ¥ \"'::
‘*.-.. L ! : = (N
el el WML = '
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amar chitra wotha L
THE ANIMALS FROZE IN THEIR TRACKS. z \\ ws'-
" WHY ARE MUBT GO
4OU BUNNING ¢ AWAY FROM
WHAT IS THE THE EARTH HERE !
MATTER? /[ 16 BREAKING, _
: O MIGHTY

ONE !

THE
ELEFPHANT,
ASK HIM !

sy
Jdiils o 1t b

AGK THE

NO, NO. OH, NOI'THE
NOT ME. PANTHER
REPORTED IT

TO ME. ASK

FINALLY, THE RABBIT WAS BROUGHT

TO THE LION. | g

PID 40U REALLY SEE THE
EARTH BREAKIN ITTLE

NEAR MY
BUEROW WHICH
6 UNDER A

BILVA TREE IN
A PALM
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] WAS JUST LYING | ... IT HAPPENED]
DPOWN THERE WONDER- | HEARD A
ING WHAT | WouLD DEAFENING
PO IF THE EARTH NOISE AND

WERE TO BREAK, $
WHEN
SUDDENLY...

A PALM GROVE...
A BILVA TREE...

HMAM.... | AM SURE
HE HAS MADE
A MISTAKE.

I"LL GO WITH THE
REABBIT AND FIND
OUT WHAT REALLY
HAPPENED. WAIT
HERE TILL
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WHEN THEY REACHED THE PALM GROVE —

THE LION LOOKED CLOSELY AT THE |
PALM LEAVES UNDERNEATH THE BILVA |

TREE. 7

7 AH! JUST AS | THOUGHT! |
THE SOUND OF THE FRUIT|
FALLING ON DRY
WES FRIGHT -
ENED THE

FRIENDS, 40U
DIP NOT CHECK IF THIS
WAS TRUE. BLINDLY

RELYING ON A FALSE
RUMOUR , 40U WOULD

THEM WHAT HE HAD
DISCOVERED.
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THE FOOLISH TREE

LONG AGO,TWO TREES LIVED IN PEACE
AND FRIENDSHIP IN A FOREST WHICH WAS
FULL OF WILD BEASTS.

LIONS AND TIGERS ROAMED FREELY AETER THEY HAD HAD THEIR FILL, THEY LEFT

IN THE FOREST AND PREYED ON THE CARCASSES BEHIND...

OTHER ANIMALS. W 5 e~
' W)

Av

ves CAUSING A FOUL
STENCH ALL ROUND.
THE FOREST WAS

REEKING WITH THE

S\ DIFFICULT TO
LIVE HERE.

THESE ANIMALS #
ARE SUCH A NUISANCE! | s
| FEEL SUFFOCATED

BY THE SMELL.

o,

; a’-

>
==
N

1



BUT
JUST IMAGINE,
HOW PURE AND

[ oH,MY
FRIEND! 90U
DON'T KNOW
WHAT 40U ARE

DOING !

THIS WAY, HERE IS
MY CHANCE!




JATAKA TALES

... WHICH AWAKENED THE
ANMIMALS SLEEPING BENEATH

—WHAT?S
Em NG?

AT THAT
b TREE!

THE NEXT MORNING — | AT LAST, I°VE GOT
RID OF THOSE ANIMALS !
ALREADY,THE AIR _

SMELLS FRESHER ! 4=

%%{h-. - : "‘ ' -

./- =

+ *
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MANY DAYS PASSED, QUIET AND PEACE REIGNED IN THE FOREST,
THEN,ONE AFTERNOON, A COWHERD PASSED THAT WAY,

SH...0..0... COME

BACK, 40U NAUGHTY .

ONE | THE LION WILL
EAT 9Ou up!

s -

Ll -

FOLLOWING THE CALF,THE 809

BUT THERE SEEM
TO BE NO TIGERS
([ HERE! AND NO

Y IT LOOKS AS IF
| NO ANIMALS HAVE
\ LIVED HERE
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{ 4OU SEE WHAT THEY
| ARE PLANNING ¥ | HAD
\ TOLD 40U TO LET

\_ THE WILD BEASTS

T — i —

IT*S NOTHING,SON!
JUST THE BREEZE,

RUSTLING THROUGH
THE LEAVES |

IS THAT
AWFUL SOUND,
FATHER ¥
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OH! IT'S NOTHING TO
WORRY ABOUT!JUST A
FEW TWIGS HAVE
FALLEN POWN ! WE'LL.
CUT POWN THESE TREES.

SO00ON THE FOREST WAS FULL OF PEOPLE
, FROM THE VILLAGE NEAR BY, TACKLE THIS

TREE
JUST A FEW YES,
MOEE BTROKES, | THEN THE
BROTHER! TREE WILL

POINTING TO
ME! WHAT SHALL

THAT NIGHT —

gﬁﬁ;ﬁésg& {45 = IT IS TOO LATE!
’ : NOW YOU MUST

40y *EEARD lHEM. BEAR THE

PIBN?T 90U 2 THEY CONSEQUENCES

| ARE COMING FOR
ME TOMORROW! _

I"‘-“‘_-.“"-_._____—-"""#

OF YOUR ACTION?

| 7= iyﬁx | AND THAT WAS THE END OF THE TREE.
28
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THE LOST GRAM

-
=4

ONCE A KING AND HIS ARMY HAD
ENCAMPED OUTSIDE A CITY.

A MOVKEY WATCHED THEM
COSELY FROM A TREE.

—r—

e

PR | HAVE BEEN

PRI 7 FEELING HUNGRY
#3\  ALL DAY BUT NOW

IT APPEAR S

I'LL HAVE

!

-AE THE SOLDIERS TURNED 7O
LEAVE, THE MONKEY SWOOPED
DOWW FROM THE TREE ...

FEED THE
HORSES WHEN
. THE GRAM GETS
coLP.




vs AND ATE A HANDFUL OF GRAM.

e

THIS 1S
DELICIOUS!

HA ! NOW
I’LL EAT
SOME
MORE !
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WITHOUT THINKING,
HE THREW AWAY
ALL THE GRAM HE

I WON'T
ALLOW THIS!
I MUST

e SERANG DOWN TO LOOK FOR
THE ONE FALLEN GRAIN .

r

AND,ALAS, | HAVE
LOST THE REST OF
THE GRAM TOQ!

THUS, THE FOOLISH
MONKEY, IN BEING
NIGGARDLY ABOUT
ONE GRAIN OF GRAM,
LOST ALL HE HAD.




NOW

A TINKLE

N ATLAL

| SR T T 1
SR P S e

Special Tinkle _

' niﬂﬂﬁ“t!d by:

< ForV-PP oders wiite to; f)
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