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Kapala Kundala

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894) is considered to be one of the greatest writers in the world of Bengali
literature. He wrote Kapala Kundala, his second novel, when he was only 28 years old.

It is said that when Bankim Chandra lived in Kanthi, on the coast of southwest Bengal, a kapalik (a Tantric worshipper
of Kali or Shiva) frequently visited him. The mystery surrounding the kapalik made a deep impression on Bankim.
He conceived the idea of writing a novel about a girl brought up by a kapalik in complete isolation from the civilised
world.

The name Kapala Kundala has been taken from the Sanskrit play, Malati-Madhava. In the play, Kapala is the associate
of the evil kapalik, Aghora Ghanta, and she is as heinous as her mentor. But although our heroine in Kapala Kundala

was also brought up by an evil kapalik, she is full human affection and kindness.

This story is full of romantic and interesting characters. While presenting this fascinating tale of romance, certain
events and characters have been omitted and the story has been modified to make it suitable for children.

Script: Debrani Mitra  Illustrations: Souren Roy
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DURING THE REIGN OF AKBAR THE GREAT,A LONE BOAT WAS RETURNING FROM
A VOYAGE OF PLGRIMAGE TO GANGASAGAR.*A DENSE FOG HAD DESCENDED
AND, THOUGH 1T WAS EARLY IN THE MORNING , NOTHING COULD BE SEEN FOR
MILES . THE BQAT HAD LOST 175 WAY .

PLEASE ! PLEASE | REMAIN
CALM. WE SHOULD FIND
OUR WAY BY DAYBREAK.

OH GOP!WE IT WILL BE WORSE IF WE

ARE LOST IF WE. |ARE WASHED ASHORE . THEN

STRIKE AGAINST / WE'LL BE AT THE MERCY OF
A ROCK! WILD BEASTS IN THE JUN-

o . . . A
¥ THE MQUTH OF THE RIVER HOOGHLY




amar chitra katna

WHY NOT @ BUT DOESN'T /—
THE BEAUTY OF THE SEA | '
MAKE YOU FORGET

YOUR FEARS ?

NAVAKUMAR ,ARE ‘YOU
SURE € SHALL WE BE
ABLE TO GO BACK

THE FOG GRAPUALLY BEGAN TO CLEAR. THE TALL TREES ENCIRC-
LING THE SILVERY

WATERS ARE
LOVELY TO

BUT HOW SHALL
WE COOK € WE
HAVE NO FIRE-

HUNGRY. LET US
EAT FIRST AND
THEN REST.

THE SHORE AND =i
DISEMBARKED:. ‘

THEY SAILED TOWARDS {WE ARE TIRED AND




BUT WHO WILL GO
THERE AND RISK

BEING KILLED BY
TIGERS @
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THERE MUST BE \
PLENTY OF WOOD
IN THAT VAST
FOREST.

it
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JAVAKUMAR 1S A | WILL TRY. BUT | [NO onE ELSE DARED TO GO. 50 NAVA-
IRAVE YOUNG MAN. | WILL SOMEONE COME. | |KUMAR WENT INTO THE FOREST ALONE.
HE’LL DO IT. WITH ME @ ; :

| HOPE I'LL
BE ABLE TO
CARRY ALL

{8 THs WooD.




THIS 1S VERY HARD
WORK.] AM NOT

USED TO CARRYING ";
SUCH HEAVY (.1'

MEANWHILE NEAR THE SHORE —
SOON IT WILL BE 27 A

HIGH TIDE AND WE
WILL BE STRANDED.

BOAT WILL BE \§
LASHED BY  JfE~
THE WAVES. &

NO,WE |
AWAY FOR
MORE THAN

FOUR HOURS.

NAVAKUMAR @ WE
CAN'T LEAVE HIM
\_ BEHIND.

BACK FOR NAVA-
KUMAR LATER,

WHEN THE STORM
HAS ABATED.




THE STORMY WATERS UNNERVED THEM AND THE
FASSENGERS RUSHED TO THE BOAT . T

THE'Y WERE DRIVEN A LONG WAY OFF THE COAST AND THEY PECIDED NOT TO COME
BACK FOR NAVAKUMAR . 4| - = =
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POOR NAVAKUMAR! Y IT WAS VERY
| HOPE HE MANAGED| FOOLHARDY OF
TO FIND SOME  /HIM TO HAVE.
DARED ENTER
THAT FOREST.
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IT WAS LATE IN THE EVENING WHEN NAVA- | |OR,PERHAPS, THEY'VE Lo,
KUMAR RETURNED TO FIND HIS COMPANIONS| |PESERTED ME ! ANYWAY,
GONE . | MUST FIND

— : NO SIGN OF | |SHELTER FOR (i

A s THEM | THEY | | THE NIGHT. 412

4 HAVE BEEN
SWEPT AWAY




[LOOKING FOR SHELTER IN THE
FOREST, NAVAKUMAR SAW A FIRE
FLICKERING IN THE DISTANCE.

> = oimp

THERE MUST
BE SOMEONE

AS HE DREW NEARER, HE SAW A KAPALIK ¥
MEDITATING BEFORE THE FIRE.

WHO ARE

F

YOU WANT @
A .

[ vou @ WHAT DO

R | AM A BRAHMAN.
A | NEED FOOD
N AND SHELTER.

THE KAFALIK TOOK NAVAKUMAR TO HIS

COTTAGE. /790U CAN EAT THIS FRUIT
2w | AND SLEEP HERE. BUT
. DON'T LEAVE THE
COTTAGE TILL
| RETURN.

{

* A VOTARY OF THE GODDESS KALI

NAVAKUMAR WAS SO TIRED THAT
HE SLEPT TILL THE NEXT EVENING.




WHEN HE FINALLY WOKE UP — HE WENT OUT IN SEARCH OF FOOD. -
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n\w‘ |\‘ COME AND
i \\ B8( CONE AGAIN.

AND | AM
HUNGRY
ONCE MORE.
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I'D BETTER GO
BACK NOW. THE
KAPALIK MUST
HAVE RETURNED- 4

AH! THIS FRUIT
15 DELICIOUS!

| THOUGHT THAT & 2\ \
IT WOULD BE EASY YOI7 XA\
TO RETURN TO
_THE COTTAGE.




SUDPDENLY — ; HAVE YOU LOST
; {,*-‘ - YOUR WAY, YOUNG
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OH! YOU GAVE
\ [ ME A START!
\ WHO ARE YoU ?

] AM KAPALA

) NAVAKUMAR FOLLOWED HER AS IF IN A
KUNDALA . COME gt

TRANCE .AFTER LEADING HIM TO THE
COTTAGE , THE BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN
STEPPED BEHIND A BUSH AND
PISAFPFEARED INTO THE FOREST.

T/ o WHERE HAS
AN 2% / SHE GONE @ SHE

WAS HERE A

MOMENT AGO!

I’LL SHOW YOU THE

THE NexT oy — PR %\ WAY.JUST FOLLOW /g

/1 AM VERY ANXIOUS TO GO}

{ BACK HOME.WILL YOU

PLEASE SHOW ME THE
e WAY =4 U




THEY STARTEDP WALKING THROUGH THE FOREST. SUDDENLY NAVAKUMAR HEARD

SOMEONE WIHISPER BEHING HIM—|pON'T GO WITH HIMI W My . '
l/ Yy /S D7, HE 19 GOING TO ' '
o §

&\ SACRIFICE YoU
\ GODDESS

Gop ! - _.-

THE GIRL FLED LIKE A FRIGHTENED DPEER.

KAPALA ) LEAVE ME ALONE! \ ‘f’4
KUNDALA! -

-,

| DON'T WANT TO

KAPALIK CAUGHT HOLD OF NAVAKUMAR,

W 7

?

YOU CANNOT FREE
YOURSELF FROM
R MY GRIP.

o




"BE CALM! ANYWAY,
YOU ARE GIVING YOUR )
LIFE FOR A SACRED

THE KAFALIK DRAGGED HIM AWAY TO HIS PLACE OF MEDITATION ... L\

AND BOUND HIM FIRMLY .

(DON'T TRY \ /.
Torzea;.// ~

AFTER HIS PREPARATIONS FOR THE
SACRIFICE WERE COMPLETED —

SCIMITAR 2 | MUST
HAVE DROPPED IT
WHILE HE WAS

STRUGGLING

‘‘‘‘‘

THE KAPALIK WENT AWAY TO |l ... WHEN KAPALA KUNDALA SUDDENLY =

LOOK FOR THE SCIMITAR .. APPEARED WITH THE [ 22
_ SCIMITAR! B
SH-SHH! DON'T MAKE.| AN
‘ \

(7 . //
0.1 . 7 A NOISE ! HE MIGHT X

HEAR US -I'LL FREE
YOU IN NO TIME.




KAFALA KUNDALA THEN LED NAVAKUMAR TO
A TEMPLE IN THE FOREST AND TOLD THE
PRIEST THERE THE WHOLE STORY.

Y ...50 YOU MUST
SHOW HIM THE WAY

FIRST LET ME
TALK TO THIS
YOUNG MAN.

THE PRIEST TOOK NAVAKUMAR. INTO THE TEMPLE . :

“THE YOUNG LADY WILL
BE IN MORTAL DANGER
IF SHE STAYS HERE

\HFTEE HELPING
YOU TO ESCAPE..

1S THERE ANYTHING
| CAN DO TO SAVE

— HER FROM . A
/ E LIK2 )
@TH KAPALIKZ /)

e S :
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YES.YOU CAN
MARRY HER,AND
TAKE HER WITH

SHE 1S A BRAHMAN.
SHE WAS BROUGHT UP,
BY THE KAPALIK.




7 POOR GIRLII WILL
. [ GLAPLY PROTECT HER.
i SHE HAS SAVED MY LIFE.
AND SHE'S BEAUTIFUL
AND GOOD !

KAPALA KUNDALA WAS CALLED IN. Py

DAUGHTER, YOU ARE ALL
ALONE. AND AT THE MERCY OF | TODO S0 _#
THE KAPALIK.MARRY THIS R
YOUNG MAN AND LEAVE
THE FOREST WITH HIM.

| WOULD BE HAPPY

80 NAVAKUMAR AND KAFPALA KUNDALA BECAME HUSBAND ANL WIFE .

¥

THE NEXT DAY, THE PRIEST ESCORTED THEM TO THE NEAREST VILLAGE.

A QUIN FOR KAPALA
' KUNDALA .

HERE |S SOME MONEY
 FOR YOUR EXPENSES ON
| THE WAY. HIRE A PALAN-

i

'V

THANK YOU ! | WILL

KINDNESS.

NEVER FORGET YOUR




AFTER THE PRIEST HAD LEFT, A FALANQUIN | HOPE WE REACH THE
{ NEXT VILLAGE SOON-MY
FEET ARE ACHING..-.

\WAS HIRED FOR KAFALA AND THEY "

BUT BY NIGHTFALL NAVAKUNMAR
BECAME WORRIED .THE VILLAGE WAS

NOWHERE IN SIGHT - [~ oe KAPALA

HAS ARRIVED SAFELY
. AT THE INMN. ] AM
) WORRIED ABOUT
DACOITS.

GRAPUALLY HE LOST FPACE WITH THE
PALANGQUIN -

{ THEY’LL WAIT FOR
ME AT THE VILLAGE. INN.
| CAN’T HURRY .l AM
FAR TOO TIRED.

__________

KAPALA KUNDALA!

IS IT YOU 2@ — %




LOOKING INSIDE , HE SAW A LADY WHOSE HANDS AND FEET WERE BOUND -

PLEASE UNTIE f B -  OH!IT'S NOT
THESE ROPES. S ' ﬂ ey KAPALA!

..-WHEN SUDDEN-
LY PACOITS
ATTACKED.

MY SERVANTS HAD JUST
LEFT ME AND' GONE AHEAD |
TO MAKE PREPARA-
TIONS AT THE g
VILLAGE INN...

V" THEY TOOK AWAY
ALL MY BELONGINGS,
WHILE MY PALANQUIN -

| REACH
THE INN




THE INN WAS , AFTER ALL , NOT VERY FAR.
AWAY, AND THEY SOON EEACHEP /7 -

ME HAS
ARRIVED ALREADY. - ,
THANK GOD SHE 1S / My MEN HAVE

S SAFE. o ARRIVED TOO.

Yl THEY’LL TAKE

LATER AT THE INN — | ¥ v ~—~

| DID NOT RECOGNISE HIM
AT FIRST, BUT | AM SURE
NOW.- IT MUST BE HIM! I'LL
SPEAK TO HIM AGAIN AND
%, FIND OUT .

THIS 1S MY WIFE,
KAPALA KUNDALA .
| AM NAVAKUMAR
SHARMA OF

SAPTAGRAM.

[ my NANE 15 MAT) BIBI.

| HAVE COME TO
W& You.

PLEASE ACCEPT THESE
ORNAMENTS AS

BUT THESE
ARE VERY VALU- &
ABLE ORNAMENTS! &




T’ NOTHING | THE o ay K ...| STILL HAVE SOME LEFT. THESE
ORNAMENTS | WAS ' WERE IN THE LUGGAGE WHICH MY MEN
WEARING WERE ' . HAD ALREAPY TAKEN TO
STOLEN BY THE —
DACOITS, BUT...

HE 1S NOT A
STRANGER. HE
1S MY HUSBAND

LATER IN MAT! 8IBIS.ROOM —
] 3
\.{ l/’_@\'
4 @ o .

JEWELLERY TO A
STRANGER ?
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YES .| WAS MARRIED
TO HIM. BUT WHEN MY
FATHER BECAME A o
CONVERT TO ISLAM, HIS / £
FATHER DECIDED TO /4
SPURN ME .




WE WERE Y THIS 1S UNIMAGINABLE! CRN\ .+AND THAT SHE X YES,THAT HAS BEEN MY

JusT IT REALLY BE TRUE THAT 15 NOW THE RIVAL | STRANGE FATE.IT WAS IN
CHILDREN /THE WIFE OF A BRAHMAN 1S || |OF THE FAMOUS /THE MUGHAL COURT THAT
THEN. /NOW THE SWEETHEART OF MEHR-UNNISA /| BECAME KNOWN AS
: FOR THE LUTF-UNNISA .y
PRINCE'S

A FEW DAYS LATER , NAVAKUMAR ARRIVED AT SAPTAGRAM WITH HIS BRIDE., ON
REACHING HOME, THEY RECEIVED A JOYOUS WELCOME FROM HIS MOTHER ANO

5ISTER - - o
ik You ARE THE GoDDESSY i =L —
OF PROSPERITY. YOU - |
HAVE BROUGHT BACK

——

MY NAME 1S
SHYAMA . WHAT -
1S YOURS?




WHAT AN ODD NAME !
WE’LL CALL YOU
MRINMAYEE .

AT FIRST KAPALA KUNDPALA WAS NOT HAPPY AT
|BAPTAGRAM . SHE BECAME VERY QUIET AND

Tf"w&HTF‘.‘(L: ONE HAS TO WORK
% » 1/ ALL THE TIME HERE.
HOW | MISS MY CARE-
FREE LIFE IN THE
FOREST!

| AM BOREDR WITH ALL '\
THESE DAILY CHORES.
| FEEL LIKE RUNNING

AWAY TO THE FOREST.

MRINMAYEE | WHY
'ARE YOU S0 QUIET?
I NEVER SEE You

THE LOVE AND
AFFECTION

SHOWERED BY
ALL OF YOU IS
WHAT HOLDS
ME BACK.

el
| i




MRINMAYEE , DON'T SHYAMA WAS RIGHT .- THE WILD KAPALA

LOOK SO SAD. You KUNDALA GRADUALLY BECAME
WILL LEARN TO
LIKE DOMESTICITY,

MRINMAYEE , THE HOUSEWIFE .

IN THE MERN TIME , MAT! B/BI HAD RETURNED TO AGRA; BUT HER THOUGHTS WERE
STILL WITH NAVHKNM/?.E ONE P/‘?Y .SHE WAS TALKING TO HER MAID — p=

YOU'VE BEEN QUITE Y / WHICH ONE2 THE |
SILENT ON THE _ Tl PAST ONE OR THE
SUBJECT- WHAT DO [ it !Hﬂf[ il 5 FUTURE ONE ?
YOou THINK OF My &J
HUSBAND 2

THE PAST 1S
THE ONLY
FUTURE FOR

S~ [ BUT WHAT ABOUT
s\ THE PRINCE?

LET HIM MARRY
MEHR-UNNISA.




JUST THEN AN ATTENCANT CAME /N .

HAVE You HEARD 2 \|| I

EMPEROR AKBAR 1S
NO MORE . PRINCE
SALIM WILL BE :
CROWNED SOON. /i

MATI BIB! LEFT AGRA TO SETTLE
DOWN AT SAPTAGRAM - ————

\\ 1 Em

| AM NOT HAPPY.
| WON'T BE—
TILL | HAVE
SUCCEEDED IN My

| AM NOT A BEGUM. N S
| AM LEAVING AGRA 1
N_RIGHT Now !

I/ you MUST BE \
1\ OUT OF YOUR

ONE DAY SHE SUMMONED NAVAKUMAR . HOW CAN You
[ SUGGEST SUCH
TAKE ME AS A THING! You

ALREADY




IF YOU CAN'T
TAKE ME AS YOUR
WIFE THEN ACCEPT

ME. AS YOUR MAID.

THAT CANNOT BE.
A POOR BRAHMAN
CANNOT TAKE A

RICH WOMAN OF
% THE COURT AS

X You ARE FREE TO )
GO BACK TO AGRA.

:r WILL OFFER ALL MY
BELONGINGS TO YOU.
DON'T YOU SEE THAT
| HAVE GIVEN UP EVEN
THE THRONE

MAT/! BIBI BECAME VERY ANGRY .

YOU CAN'T ESCAPE)

ME. WHEN | WANT
SOMETHING,

| GET IT-

. JUST BECAUSE. | AM
YOUR WIFE YOU CANNOT
RDER ME AROUNDP
LIKE THIS!




HE LOOKED AT HER KEENLY . |

WHO ARE YOU®
ANSWER ME!

'm

PN PADMAVATI. (l
=35 You

" REMEMBER
ME NOW?2

PADMAVATI !
My Gop!

YOU'LL HEAR

FROM ME SOON. |

GOODBYE!

STARTED TO GO OUT. [

WITHOUT WAITING FOR HIS REPLY, SHE LEFT HE Ed@ DUMBFOUNDPED, NAVAKUMAK

POOR PADMAVATI!

HOW CAN | TAKE HER
BACK NOwW 2 THAT

WOuULD BE
UNTHINKABLE IN
OUR SOCIETY-

TWO DAYS LATER —

HOW DO You
LIKE MY
PISGUISE

| s

e

EXCELLENT!

BUT WHAT ARE
YOu AFTER @

FIRST, KAPALA
KUNDALA’S
DEATH. SECOND,
REUNION WITH
MY HUSBAND.

‘. »
i




DISGUISED AS A MAN, MAT/ BIBI WENT TO
THE FOREST NEAR NAVAKUMAR'S HOUSE
TO WAIT FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO CARRY

OUT HER PLANS . HOWEVER ,HER
ATTENTION WAS DPIVERTED -

b

THIS 1S FOR

KAPALA
KUNDALA .-+ &

KAPALA
KUNDALA!

| MUST FIND
ouT MORE

ABOUT

GOING NEARER SHE SAW THE KAFPALIK
PERFORMING SOME RITES AND CHANTING
THE NAME "KAPALA KUNDALA "REPEATED-
LY. SLIPPENLY THE KAFPALIK BECAME

AWARE OF HER .
| AM INTE RESTEE\
IN KAPALA KUNDALA

TOO. WHAT HAVE
YOU AGAINST HER?

| ALSO
| DESIRE HER
DEATH.

| BROUGHT HER UP,
BUT SHE DECEIVED
ME. SHE RAN AWAY
AND MARRIED NAVA-
KUMAR .| WANT 4
N HER TO DIE. 48

| WILL TELL
You HOW TO
BRING ABOUT
HER [PEATH.
LISTEN.

a




MEANWHILE — THE HERB MUST YOU KNOW THAT
MRINMAYEE | NEED BE PLUCKED BY | DON'T FEAR. THE
A MEDICINAL HERB WHY € WHAT'S A WOMAN EXACTLY JUNGLE.I’LL GET.
FROM THE FOREST. THE PROBLEM AT MIPNIGHT. AND IT FOR YOU.
BUT IT’S GOING TO A\, SHYAMAS SHE MUST BE ALONE.

BE DIFFICULT.... J == - OTHERWISE |IT

— | = WON’T HAVE THE

—\ [~ )= PESIRED EFFECT.

— U ] it

; t\...‘?:
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BUT MY 7 WHY SHOULD HE @ THAT NIGHT SHE WAS PREPARING TO

BROTHER

AND IF HE DOES, SHOULD| |STEAL AWAY INTO THE FOREST, BUT —

MAY OBJECT. =\ |OBEY HIM EVEN IF HE _ _
. 1S UNJUST?® MRINMAYEE! "\ TO THE FOREST,

_.45@? =

HERB FOR /o
SHYAMA . 4L°




SHE EXPLAINED WHY SHE HAL
70 GO ALONE . NAVARUMAR
RELUCTANTLY LET HER GO.

ALONE IN THE FOREST, SHE HAPPENED 70 MEET MAT/ BIBI IN THE GUISE OF

A YOUNG MAN -
s KAPALA KUNDALA!
' I’M GLAD WE'VE
MET AT LAST.

YOU CALL ME ‘
{ BY MY NAME ,THOUGH
WE’VE NEVER MET

DON’T BE AFRAID.
| AM A WOMAN AS You
ARE.THERE IS A J
REASON FOR THIS /&
DIS GUISE. 4




MAT! BIBI LED KAFALA KUNPALA TO THE PLACE WHERE THE KAFALIK WAS FERFORM-

| ING IS RITES. [ YOU SEE! YOU ARE
e IN GREAT DANGER. IF

v M

KAPALA KUNDALA

o YOU FOLLOW MY
\ DESTROYED..-.
. 4 @y ADVICE,YOU |

4——.____—.——"-’.

MAY BE

FOR A FEW PAYS

AND THEN

DECIDE WHAT 4
TO DO. 1\

KAFALA KUNDPALA KEPT HER WORD,
BUT SHE SAID NOTHING ABOUT IT
TO HER HUSBANL-A FEW PAYS

LATER — [ om0 MRINMAYEE 15
- GOING ouT
AGAIN | AND
¥ SECRETLY!
| MUST FOLLOW
HER TO SEE




{ SHE COMES .
HERE TO MEET
¥ THIS YOUNG ¢{
& MAN!
- . _‘/H.“J'

MY GOD !
1’5 4ou!
DON’T BE AFRAID, NAVA- g |

KUMAR I IT’S TRUE | WAS
ONCE GOING TO SACRIFICE
You TO THE GODDESS KALI,
BUT | HAVE BECOME OLD
NOW AND CANNOT
HARM YOU.

'NOW YOU CAN
3EE FOR YOUR-

SELF HOW '
THINGS ARE .

<APALA KUNDALA, j IF SHE HAD NOT
{OWEVER , DISPLEASED 4 DONE THAT, YOU
KALI WHEN SHE / . WOULD HAVE

RESCUED YOU. KILLED /




| WAS ONLY THE AGENT.

| IT WAS KALI’S WISH. BUT |

B NOW SHE WANTS KAPALA |
KUNDALA’S BLOOD.

YOU ALSO DISPLEASED ¢
¥ THE GODDESS BY RUNNING
AWAY . NOW YOU CAN
ATONE BY SACRIFICING
YOUR WIFE TO KAL].

(vEALOUSY GAINED THE UFPPER
HAND .

DON'T YOU SEE,
SHE 1S UNFAITHFUL
AS WELL @ :

'LL DO IT.
YES, SHE IS

UNFAITHFUL
TO ME. |




THE NEXT EVENING— |

MRINMAYEE!
COME HERE.

WHAT 1S IT @ I’'M BUSY.
I’M JUST GETTING
READY TO GO OUT.

/| KNOW WHERE You\~
ARE GOING ! YOU ARE }7
GOING TO THE

FOREST !

=

I'LL TAKE
YOU THERE.




KBU'T | DON'T -

UNDERSTAND:---- SN

NAVAKUMAR FORCEDL HER TO ACCOMPANY HIM .

MRINMAYEE ! THE TIME
HAS COME TO ANSWER
FOR YOUR. SINS .| AM
TAKING YOU TO

YOU HAVE BEEN ) THAT’S NOT TRUE.
UNFAITHFUL TO ME. HOWEVER.,| DON'T
" WISH TO DEFEND
MYSELF....

AS THEY CAME NEAR THE PLACE OF SACRIFICE,
NAVAKUMAR SUDDENLY CAME 7O HIS
SENSES. v

*({ THAT 1S THE

Bl MAN WHO WANT-

ED TO KILL ME!
7,

I’D RATHER
DIE THAN BE
SUSPECTED
BY YOU.




AND THIS 1S THE

WOMAN WHO

SAVED ME! HOW

CAN | KILL HER
AT HIS

1 SUGGESTION?

" MRINMAYEE! WHY DON'T ¢
YOU SHOW ME THE LIGHT?

WHY DON’T YOU TELL ME
THAT WHAT | SAW WAS
AN ILLUSION?

Tyy NS

IT WAS! You
THOUGHT | WAS
MEETING A MAN,
BUT IT WAS A
WOMAN IN_D|3-
GUISE ! gBK"0)

=

ME. | AM NOT

SENSES.LETs GO

WORTHY OF YOu.

IT HAD ALL STARTED IN THE FOREST AND WAS ABOUT TO END IN THE

AWAY FROM HERE
* QUICKLY.

‘OREST . WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED AFTERWARDS TO THE EVIL
KAFALIK AND MAT! BIBIl. THEY WERE LEFT IN THE DARK WHILE NAVAKUMAR
AND KAPALA KUNDALA CAME BACK TO THE LIGHT .




Illustrated Classics From India

Bengali Classics

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894) is considered to be one of the greatest writers in the world of
Bengali literature. This Amar Chitra Katha volume presents three of his famous stories.

The first, Ananda Math, is considered to be a milestone in the history of modern fiction in India. It received such
wide acclaim in the late 19th century that Bankim Chandra, its author, was referred to as the Walter Scott of India.
This story vividly depicts the struggle for freedom in 1773 Bengal. In the face of all the misery, one man named
Satyananda yearned for truth, justice and freedom. Translations of this story appeared in Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Hindi and Urdu. The song Vande Mataram, which Bankim Chandra first wrote in this novel, echoed
through the Indian freedom movement; during the Non-Cooperation movement the song was heard on the lips of
many, while they braved the lathis of the British police force.

Bankim Chandra wrote Kapala Kundala when he was only 28 years old. The name Kapala Kundala has been taken
from the Sanskrit play, Malati-Madhava. In the play, Kapala is the associate of the evil kapalik, Aghora Ghanta, and
she is as heinous as her mentor. But although our heroine in Kapala Kundala was also brought up by an evil kapalik,
she is full human affection and kindness. While presenting this fascinating tale of romance, certain events and
characters have been omitted and the story has been modified to make it suitable for children.

The third story Devi Choudhurani is an enthralling, adventurous and romantic story. Both Devi Choudhurani and her
mentor, Bhavani Pathak, are historical characters who figure in the report of Lieutenant Brennan, quoted by Hunter in
his “Statistical Account of Bengal'. There is no historical explanation of what converted the young, vulnerable Prafulla
into the great Devi Choudhurani in the first place, and what made her give it up later. However, Bankim Chandra’s
fertile imagination has provided answers to these puzzling questions in his novel, on which our tale is based.
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