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 MEGASTHENES [

AFTER HIS LONG AND ARDUOUS CAMPAIGN IN PERSIA, ALEXANDER THE GREAT OF MACEDONIA, REACHED
THE NORTH-WESTERN FRONTIER OF INDIA IN 326 B.C. HE DEFERTED PAURAVA AND WAS FILLEP WITH
CONFIDENCE RBOUT HIS MILITARY PROWESS.

AT LAST | HAVE REACHED THE 1w/ A /
DOORWAY TO THE LAND ! laa | [ 0N
OF M4 DRERMS:.. / .
i | <4
| AR 'f
¥
Vi

OUR VICTORY QVER PORUS / +++ THE VAST INDIAN LAND PARDON ME
HAS REMOVEDP THE TOUGHEST 4 LIES BEFORE us 10 BE YOUR
OBSTACLE IN OUR. CONQUEREDR, GENERAL MAJESTY -+

2. SELEUCUS NICATOR!




amar chitra katha

...IF WE FORCE THEM ANY MORE WE MA49 BE
LEFT WITH A MUTINY ON OUR HANDS.

.+ QUR SOLDIERS FEEL EXHAUSTEPR
BY THE WARS AND HAVE LOST THEIR
WILL TO FIGHT. THE4 HAVE BEEN

\
IN THAT CRSE;
SELEUCUS, WE S
SHALL GO BACKASS
TO GREECE. W= )\
BUT.. .

TH }“."% o
ML AR
- N 7

e —

=y it
... WE MUST RETAIN OUR CONTROL OVER MEBNWHILE, IN PATALIPUTRA, THE CAPITAL OF
THE TERRITORIES CONQUERED BY US. MAGADHA, KING CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA WAS
GENERAL SELEUCUS, | APPOINT 40U BROOPING OQVER THE PROBLEM POSED BY THE

GREEKS. HE HAD CALLED AMEETING OF HIS WAR

COUNCIL. B 1

ANg) | & e THE CONSTANT PRESENCE OF THE

' YAVANAS* ON THE FRONTIERS

. OF OUR LAND POSES AN
E-\\  IMMINENT THREAT TO OUR

tr SECURITY.

THE GOVERNQOR OF THIS
TERRITORY.

| AM
HONOURED,
HOUR MAJESTY.

Z il ) X °§ A
7= 2 )\ | R | ‘
- WITHIN A FEW YEARS SELELCUS FIRMLY ESTABLISH-.
ED HIMSELF AS THE SOLE RULER OF THE GREEK |

40U ARE RIGHT,

MRARHARAJ- MOREOVER
THE YAVANAS ARE A

FORMIDABLE FORCE.

% IONIAN GREEKS



MEGASTHENES

| DISAGREE. AT THE MOMENT,
THEIR STRENGTH SEEMS

REDUCED. A LARGE CONTINGENT
OF THEIR FORCES HAS GONE

Yes ! NOW 15
THE TIME TO

BACK TO THEIR LAND WITH
ALEXANDER.

SOME TIME LATER, IN THE GREEK DPOMAIN —

4OUR MAJESTY, HOW FAR HHE)
SANDROCOTTUS™ OF HE ADYANCED?
MAGADHA HAS INVADED

OUR KINGDOM.

-

HE 1S CAMPING ON THE
OTHER SIDE OF THE
INDUS T WITH HIS
POWERFUL ARMY.

WELL , THEY TOO SHALL
TASTE THE STEEL

OF GREEK Mlﬁy

i \)
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+ SINDHU

% GREEK NAME OF CHANDRAGUPTA
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amar chitra katha

lSELEHCHﬁ NICATOR WAS TRKEN CAPTIVE AND
PRODUCEDP BEFORE CHANDRAGUPTA.

|7~

=

2,
[ 20 4ou ARE THE 4AVANA A’

—

F—

HRVE MERCY ON ME,
SANDROLCOTTUS, O
GRERAT KING OF

Q

¥

M4 FORCES HAVE BEEN
CRUSHED. | AM PREPARED
TO PA4Y WHATEVER
TRIBUTE 40U

\DEMHNE-

40U RULE VAST
LANDS,

AND SO ARE OUR TWO
COUNTRIES . UNCHAIN HIM ,
GUARDS.

FROM NOW ON, WE ARE FRIENDS

| WANT ONIY THOSE AREAS THAT
BELONG TO INDIA. SO GIVE ME
ARIA, ARACHOSIA AND

PAROPANISADAE *

| AGREE 5 O KING \/"
SANDROCOTTUS.

AS A TOKEN OF THIS FRIENDSHIP, =
| GIVE 40U 500 ELEPHANTS
RS A SPECIAL GIFT FROM THANK 40U,
INDIA. O GREAT

KING.




MEGASTHENES
SELELCUS NICATOR WISHED TO RECIPROCATE THE MAGNANIMITY OF CHANDRAGUPTA. / 4ES, LET’S

T 11 SEE WHAT 40U
I , HAVE TO

MA4 | HAVE THE HONOUR OF
PRESENTING TO 40U IN RETURN,
A TRIBUTE OF WHAT IS

DEAREST TO MY
HEART ?

| OFFER 40U IN MARRIAGE :++ AND | OFFER
THE HAND OF THE MOST 40U
BEAUTIFUL PRINCESS* MEGASTHENES.

IN OUR FAMILY .-

Tl

| | e
| RS ),
: : A N i
L
iTp i ‘: !

- a—

MEGASTHENES? HE HAS SERVED ME LOYALLY FOR 4ERRS,
WHO 1S HE= | | O SANDROCOTTUS,; AS M4 AMBASSADOR IN
| SEVERAL LANDS. HE WILL BE MY AMBASSADOR

\1_\[‘\ AT 40UR COURT. o '
k ! T — /,r
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% ACCORDING TO LEGEND, THE DAUGHTER OF SELEUCUS 5




amar chitra katha

AS MY ENVOY TO 40U, | COULDN’T
FIND A MAN OF GREATER
CALIBRE AND OF A MORE

VERSATILE MIND -

| WISH TO HONOUR 40U> A
GUEST TO MY LAND; IN OUR
TRADITION OF REVERING

GUESTS LIKE BOPS-

" |CHANDRAGUPTA WAS KEEN ON DIPLOMATIC
| RELATIONS BETWEEN. INPIA AND GREECE -

| AM HIGHLY

| WELCOME 40U,
MEGASTHENES, TO BE
A GUEST IN M4
KINGDOM.

M4 MOST TRUSTED
SERVANT WILL NOW BE
IN ATTENPANCE ON

=

AN

HONOURED, O KING
SANDROCOTTUS.

HE SHALL BE
WITH 40U AS LONG
AS 40U STAY

IN INDIA.




ALSO, | AM GIFTING 40U
AN ELEPHANT AND

THANK 40U \L | | l
VERY MUCH,

......
=
'''''

MEGRSTHENES ON
HIS WRY TO
PATALIPUTRA-.

IL COMPAN /E

40U WILL ACCOM - | V{’
f;?,r

J{‘ :

MEGASTHENES
'F
AS CHANDRAGUPTR WISHED TO PROCEED ON A

CAMPAIGN —

| AM NOT RETURNING
TO PATALIPUTRA

IMMEDIATELY, BUT 40U

MAY PROCEED
THERE - =
SEVAKA'* @

¢

HOUR USUAL DuTy,
SEVAKA. KEEP AN E4E

I ON HIM" -~ ’

/ MAY | TAKE LERVE
OF YOUR MAJESTY
NOW ©

% SERVANT

' MEGASTHENES.

WAIT A MINUTE,




amar chitra katha

TRY TO KNOW THE LAND RS WELL AS AND, ABOVE ALL,
40U CAN AND ALSO THE PEOPLE. FIND PON’T FORGET
OUT HOW THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN , 4OUR MOTHERLAND.

OUR COUNTRY AND INDIA CAN BE
STRENGTHENEDR. AND-.. .

—

| SHALL REMEMBER
\  THAT ALWAYS,
i f 4OUR MAJESTY.

A

«++ SEND IN

4OUR REPORTS
REGULARLY -

IN A FEW DAYS> TIME MEGASTHENES, ACCOMPANIED BY THE SERVANT, BEGAN HIS JOURNEY TOWARDS
PATALIPUTRA. THEY CROSSED THE RIVER SINDHU WHERE IT WAS SHALLOW.




MEGASTHENES

IT HAD BEEN AN EXHAUSTING TASK. MEGARASTHENES REFLECTED.
= =
INDIA, A MIGHT4 COUNTRY,
NAMED AFTER A
MIGHTY RIVEE.

]

| AM SURE 40U | ALREADY PO. KING INDEED, SIR. HE HAS b W/

WILL LIKE IT HERE, SANDROCOTTUS HAS GIFTED 40U ANIMALS / z .. 2
BEEN VERY KIND NO CITIZEN IN INDIR IS /_~ :

- et wl
ALLOWED TO OWN. : %, F e X 1

| AM EXCITED AT THE

THOUGHT OF VISITING
PALIBOTHRA-* IT MUST
BE A BIG CIT4.

Y HOW FAR ON YOUR SCALE OF
IS 1ITFROM  \® /| MEASUREMENT IT

WILL BE ABOUT
A 10,000 STRDEST
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SUCH A LONG
ROAD RIGHT

ACROSS THE
COUNTRY @

AND A BEAUTIFUL ONE,SIR.
40U SHALL SEE
FOR YOURSELF.

RS
g/ THESE TREES v
ARE SUCH A RELIEF

IN THIS HEAT!

THE JOURNEY TO PATALIPUTRA WAS A LONG ONE.

TRAVELLERS-

WHEN THEY WERE ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF MATHURA —

AH! HERE’S THE
PEGT-HOUSE FOR | Zg

s LI 4

ERTERLE. A A
’.; " -

b

I . "-._1: ..\“’&% {3

PATALIPUTKA

' NOWTY

HOW FAR ARE WE FROM Y2 %:

"/ WE ARE HALFWARY
THROUGH THE JOURNEY,
SIR. WOULD 40U LIKE
TO SPEND A FEW DAYS
IN THIS CITd OF

SHOORARSENAS* P
—]

4ES , | CERTAINLY WOULD. | HAVE
HEARP S0 MUCH ABOUT
THE CITH.

3% PEOPLE OF MATHURA -
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* GLORY BE
TO LORD

VAASUDEVAX

e men |

WHO WRS HE WAS A ROYAL PRINCE WHOSE PARENTS
VARSUDEVAT WERE IMPRISONED BY THE KING
BECAUSE - -

= & o

~

«+ |T HAD BEEN PROPHESIED
EVEN BEFORE VAASUDEVA'S
BIRTH THAT HE WAS

DESTINED TO BE THE KING.

VRASUDEVA GREW UP
AMONG VILLAGERS,
AND WITH GREAT
VALOUR: . .

THIS TALE
SEEMS
FAMILIAR,
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]

—
.+« KILLED THE KING
AND CAPTUREP THE

THRONE.

s

. { THIS MERNS THE , LT
A SOURASENO) WORSHIP. .. e

]

HERACLES IS WORSHIPPED IN
GREECE FOR HIS VALOUR,
AND FOR KILLING THE
HUNDRED-HERDED

HYDRA - -

—

|

AN\

+«« AND MANY OTHER
WICKED PEOPLE.

THAT’S LIKE
VAASUDEVA SUBJUGATING
THE FIVE- HERDED

e
e
N — .

/ r i ’ . Pl . a | | .
. J a .‘. x C _-'. ] +' | II

=, e R N e % = T 1 ) s |
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-K- SOME OF THE E}(F‘LDITE OF HERACLES WERE SIMILAR TD THOSE OF KREEH’;JH- ;'ﬁEGHSTHEHEE MUST HAVE 12

BEEN STRUCK BY THESE SIMILARITIES.



MEGASTHENES

—

AFTER TRAVELLING FOR MANY WEEKS BY ROARD, THEY RERCHED PRAYAGA.>™

*ALLAHABAD.

MAGNIFICENT
RIVER THE

GANGES 15!

q
MEGASTHENES OBSERVED DEVOTEES

WORSHIPPING THE RIVER.

0 MOTHER THIS RIVER
GANGA ! GRANT DESERVES T0O BE
ME MY WISH. WORSHIPPED.

— J—
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MOVING FURTHER EAST, HE

OBSERVEDP THE VAST PLAINS
OF THE NORTH.

LAY -
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EAGER TO LEARN ABOUT THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, HERRING THE HORSES APPROARCHING;THE
MEGASTHENES APPROACHED THE HOUSEHOLDP OF PERSANT?’S CHILD LOOKED UP—

Tt ( Look, MOTHER!

THE PERASANT’S WIFE TURNED ROUND TO SEE WHO

WAS COMING. [
TR WHO IS THIS
~ WPV 1 | TRANGER> | | WELCOME, SIRS! PLEASE \ THE PARROT ALSO
' :-:l.;'.l":..l‘g — 1
W/ 1@ W e BE SEATEP AND SHARE SAID THAT. THESE
% > Ol | our FOOD. BE M4 GUESTS / PEOPLE MUST BE

siIRS! PLEASE
BE SEATEDR AND
SHARE OUR FOOD.

. BE M9 GUESTS [

TODPAY . EXTENDING HOSPI-
TALITY TO ALL
RAVELLERS.




MEGASTHENES

|
THEY ACCEPTED THE OFFEPR. /
' N M

—
HONEY 2 OH , 90U
EAN THE JAGGERY.

T . T
D

MAY | HAVE SOME

CERTAINLY , SIR. WIFE,

HE FOOD IS
ELICIOUS.

)

" | WONDER HOW THEY

MAKE HONEY ..
WITHOUT BEES.

MORE HONEY
PLEASE?

SERVE IT TO

| | IH'
HT .-
II ! i it
| |

- -
s S

‘ x r [ e e

. . "_-J-r = _.'?___:,_,_h—". "I. -|. — e = - -
ﬁ“‘—-—*ﬂi"—-;:l...iﬁ.' - 'h;"' 1 . -_-__..__-__'_ -
e e tﬂ ARt bt T

MEGASTHENES AND THE SERVANT BADE THE PERASANT AND HIS FAMILY GOODBYE AND RESUMED THEIR

JOURNEY To PATALIPUTRKA.
b — _

el
=y MR

*ﬁi
L
&
1 -
1
v

THIS MAN CERTAINLY

IS THE MIGHTY GANGES
W, 16 SHARP.

I\ :"‘mun HER IRRIGATION
CANALS NO DOUBT BRING
PROSPERITY TO
THIS LAND.

A BANYAN TREE.

CONTINUING THEIR JOURNEY THEY CAME ACROSS

- W, ';IH ‘
oy
IR

CONTD. ON



MEGASTHENES
A LITTLE FURTHER —

—7

7 ITS BRANCHES ARE GOING
RIGHT BACK INTO THE GROUND!
| HAVE NEVER SEEN SUCH A
PECULIAR TREE BEFOPRE!

COTTON,
SIR. WE MAKE
CLOTHES OuTt
OF IT -

CouLD IT BE
WOOL GROWING

WHRAT IS
THRAT WHITE
FLUFF ON
THE TREESY

"'l-.__r‘ o ——

3 o
.......

e = ]
AFTER A FEW MORE WEEKS® JOURNEY THEY ARRIVED AT PATALIPUTRA. l

THIS MOAT HELPS TO
HOLP THE ENEM4 AT BR4Y.
IT IS A PROTECTION L DI s gy o W e R .
AGAI NST ENEM'ES- IT q -3 e _ ;:_'Ef'_' L.-_.._” 3 4 e
ALSO RECEIVES THE ¢ * E i e e D 1 e T
CITY4>’S SEWAGE.

19



amar chitra katha

| THE SERVANT LED MEGASTHENES ON ARDUND OF THE

CITY . MEGASTHENES WAS VERY OBSERVANT.

"'1""'-T [

ARCHERS SHOQT AT THE I
ENEMY THROUGH THESE.

THESE PRASII® ARE
. MARVELLOUS!

IT TOOk THEM SOME TIME TO REACH
THE HOUSE ALLOTTEDP TO

MEGASTHENES .

AS THEY ENTERED THE HOUSE — TOMORROW P’D Y FIRST 90U HAVE TO
LIKE TO VISIT REGISTER 90Uk NAME
| HOPE 40U KING WITH THE CITY AUTHO-
Zo| WILL BE SANDROCOTTUS. / RITIES, SIR. ALL
COMFORTABLE FOREIGNERS HAVE TO DO

HERE, SIR.

THIS,

L

e

e = b G \

\ :‘?ré- i =
= ~ WLW"TIFW AV TRETA

¥ PRACHYAS ( THE EASTERNERS), MEANING THE PEOPLE OF MAGADHA

e '-—-"'?""

il




- MEG&STHEES 2

THE NEXT DAY, AFTER REGISTERING WITH fapee———"
THE CITY AUTHORITIES, MEGASTHENES [t
| WENT TO THE ROYAL PALACE:

v

.

INSIDE THE ROYAL COURT, KING CHANDRAGUPTA WELCOMED J B 40U HAVE A VERY

MECASTIENES: HOW DID HE KNOW? HIS 7l ' SPLENDID
WELCOME, MEGASTHENES. 90U NEED SPIES MUST HAVE illig=="1 PALACE,O KING
NOT HAVE GONE TO THE CITH : REPORTED TO HIM.

Y

"

\ \ SANDROCOTTUS!
AUTHORITIES. 4OUARE A SPECIAL

BUT THE LIKES QF THIS PALACE OF
YOURS, O KING, | HAVE SEEN
NEITHER IN SUSA NOR IN
ECBATANA. ¥ AND PALIBOTHRA 1S
S0 WELL PROTECTEDP FROM
PERNICIOUS FOES!

| HAVE LIVED
IN MANY EXOTIC

- o — ’ o i 'y
b e R r gl
Fr - - F 4 AT F '....'.'_ - !
4 _- = e X - : Py f{f
=p : B b - il
R

r e AN = g BN - B e - eIl
* IRANIAN CITIES WHERE PALACES WERE REPORTEDLY OF GOLD AND SILVER. - 21
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[ = e — —

40U HAVE A KEEN INTELLECT
INDEED., MEGASTHENES.

40U MAY TAKE A SERT

N\ NEXT TO ME AND /

B—
- T

«+ACCOMPANY ME ON MY CAMPAIGNS.THIS
WILL HELP 40u IN THE STUD4 OF THIS

THANK 40U,
O KING. IT 1S
VERY KIND OF

- _.__H{I —

a
/// ‘\:.V{ 7/

e N = =

3 T =:§. e

- S - ThS
_— L &
-

4ES, WE SHALL APPOINT PUSHYAGUPTA |8
GOVERNOR OF SALRASHTRA™ AS 4yoU “fﬁi
AVE PROPOSED. _—

g e

[ MEGRSTHENES WATCHED THE PROCEEDINGS WITH FASCINATION. MATTERS PERTAINING TO ADMINISTRATION

=

£ i

| iy . n s M A et U M0 £ =
_— e e ) N .:.._ i h.l-.-'_..ﬁ..":ﬁ E_!Ii\.-l&ﬁl'!# J " s S
— T e _-_a.ﬁ Y R [ A TN, = e

|

e
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o =

.'"'i'.-‘-TET,EiL_]E‘:E?iE#-WJ% SRR
T i
1

=

r
THEN CAME THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE —

MAHARAJ! HE HAS COMMITTED N/ HIS
A HEINOUS CRIME. HE CUT OFF  J{ PUNISHMENT

THE HAND OFA POTTER.
¥ FI_; L FroREEt Ty oo A o

K
L e

MAHARAJ | WANTED TO DISCUSS

A SMALL MATTER PERTAINING
TO THE ROYAL PROCESSION

oL




MEGASTHENES

SUCH HARD WORK
AND HE DOES NOT

HAVE A REST!

[ THAT CAN WAIT. LET
ME FIRST FINISH

My BUSINESS WITH
THE AMBASSADORS.

AFTER RETURNING TO HIS RESIDENCE
MEGASTHENES WROTE ABOUT WHAT HE
HARD LEARNT AT THE ROYAL COURT:

“THE ASTYNOMOI* OF PALIBOTHRA LOOK
AFTER SIX SUBJECTS : INDUSTRIAL
ARTS; FOREIGNERS; CENSUS; TRADE
AND COMMERCE: WEIGHTS AND
MEASURES;AND COLLECTION

o5 OF TAXES-- -

| SHALL
GLADLY DO

MEGASTHENES,
JOIN US IN THE

VASANT PANCHAMIT
PROCESSION.

#0fficers,perhaps from ashta amatya = eight ministers. +It is presumed that the : 23
occasion was Vasanta Panchami. Megasthenes has not mentioned the name of the festival. ' '
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l THE PROCESSION PASSED THROUGH THE MAIN STREETS OF PATALIPUTRA.

T S—

. =2 B . 1 "i'l- -
A = ﬁll‘ A b‘ o
: : tupn fa -’ - :
) ™
IH': - e
. . 1 i ||‘:'1'
> iy 1-:' . y 1 - | ,,J.,ll_ A e

B ...‘. f - ;

= : Y
7

e = 3
N
v e
SS R ) P~ihg ]
l .w?r ‘ € .

R\ e
]

e all }rf’hf; I8 N @f 'L.’ p
: 5 b X
. 7L A % ) va;
% . i‘s _ h",-_ "ﬁ ( .‘!-'..! |
) . A i

MAHARAJ, PLERSE
Z=—— | ACCEPT THIS HUMBLE
— N\ GIFT FROM ME.

OBVIOUSLY, THIS 1S AN
OCCASION WHEN GIFTS ARE

PRESENTED TO THE
KING -




MEGASTHENES

LATER — TOMORROW WE NO, | WOULD PREFER WOULD 40U LIKE
HAVE ARRANGED | TO GO ON AN TO COME,
A CHARIOT RACE, ELEPHANT HUNT. MEGASTHENES ?
MAHARAY! _
e gl
; ? : ‘ ; . .r o M ‘:‘é?;ﬁ,:- . |
L ZEOES 3 5 ""“““‘*"“_,L;:‘-"*‘.:,\" ’LL BE
£ % : o\
i 3 V%= (=Y HONOURED,
-R - ' (r
A\ | ) !
'] =2
S 3 3\ o g
= 5 <7 13
\ =E | |

THEY SET OUT THE NEXT DRY ——.‘/ GOOD-IT IS SENSING THE COW-ELEPHANTS IN THE PIT, THE
BIG ENOUGH | | wio ELEPHANTS APPRORCED IT IN THE NIGHT.
THE TRENCH IS READY,

MAHARAJ. THE COW-ELEPHANTS Efgp:rfg? THE ENTIRE HERD H.qs""i-:,:,; ; ::;'frHE'-l WILL BE
ARE GOING IN- ' = STARVED INTO

Py SUBMISSION. WE
WILL RETURN
AGRIN RFTER

SOME DAYS.

iy

WHEN THE MEN WERE READY FOR THE SECOND PART OF THE OPERATION, MEGASTHENES RGAIN
VISITED THE SPOT ALONG WITH THE KING: |7 | - ﬁ T e 4
. - | ,'I r & . i

W SEE HOW STRONG|
M4 PET 18! |

HOPE 40U HAVE
FED HIM

25
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r

TRAPPED, THE WILD ELEPHANTS ATTACKED THE TAME

[ weakenep, Tve wito oNES soon cownPsED
IN SHEER EXHALISTION.

,}u.f

., = ﬂﬂg‘f !*"If! &:Lﬁ‘ &5 e

i Aﬂ b

S f—

AFTER PRETURNING HOME, MEGASTHENES
SUMMONED HIS SERVANT.

YOURS IS AN INTERESTING
LAND - | SHOULD LIKE TO
VISIT THE COMMON

PEOPLE IN DISGUISE.

—

| SHALL MAKE
ARRANGEMENTS,
SIR.

HE SET OUT AT NIGHT AND SECRETLY WATCHED THE
PEOPLE AT ONE HOUSE —

-y -

EONNY’ | WANT <OUR DALUGHTER’S
HAND IN MRRRIAGE FOR MY
8l SON-) HAVE BROUGHT THE

B\ PAIR OF OXEN 40U HAD
ASKED FOR-

E
|-,
= 3

26

I

WILL SHE
BE HIS
THIRD WIFE?




MEGASTHENES

NO, FOURTH. ONE
MUST HAVE A LOT
OF CHILDREN.

q
|

r

-
AT ANOTHER HOUSE A PHYSICIAN WAS PAYING A VISIT.

JOUR SYMPTOMS INDICATE
<0U WILL HAVE A BABY

g ] Fe )

HERDACHE.

# i
i o -
-I. ¥
T
| ! . 4
Y et
ST .
' I '.:‘-T'ﬁ' L
[ S i ~ -

i-r - .E_-_‘ﬁ:-
(a7 HOME “THE INDIANS ARE i
HE WROTE— | DIVIDED INTO SEVEN

CASTES, THE PHILOSOPHERS

BEING THE MOST
RESPECTED ONES...”*

A

LS

INDIAN SOCIETY OBVIOUSLY BEWILDERED
MEGASTHENES,FOR THERE HAVE ALWAYS .
BEEN ONLY FOUR PRIMARY CASTES.

AND THIS OINTMENT SHOuLD \ |
RELIEVE 40U OF 4OUR
- § _
=

PEEPING |NTO ANOTHER HOUSE —

THIS 1S THE MONEY

POUCH 40U DROPPED
IN THE STREET
ACROSS.

F——

ARE SO
HONEST

THE NEXT DAY MEGASTHENES MET THE KING IN THE
ANTECHAMBER OF THE ROYRL PALACE. [

MAHRRAJ; YOUR -
BED CHAMBER 1S Y5ifi ™%
TODAY IN THE :
NORTH WING.

. st

_ — U" -
i N g

e
=
R - -7

) N
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SURPRISED, MEGASTHENES? | |IN A WEEK’S TIME WE MEGRASTHENES ACCOMPANIED CHANDRAGUPTA J
| SLEEP IN A DIFFERENT LEAVE FOR THE 70 THE BATTLE-FIELD. I
CHAMBER EVERY NIGHT. BATTLE-FIELD.WOULD - N
THE KING HAS MANY 40U LIKE TO COME ' :
ENEMIES, AS 40U _—=| |WITH US?

MUST KNOW. '

| WOULD
BE DELIGHTED
TO, O KING.

SUDDENLY THERE WAS A COMMOTION IN THE CAMP.

= ! DON’T LET HIM
: - . - ! __\S,:':}“ j : .’ ¥ 4

AP




MEGASTHENES

HERPING THE COMMOTION, CHANDRAGLPTA ENQHIEED:“ WE RECOVERED THE V RETURN 1T TO THE
MONEY BUT THE THIEF OWNER: AND SPARE

WHAT IS THE A THIEF STOLE 60T AWAY. HERE’S NO EFFORT TO
|- MRTTER, 200 COINS, THE MONEY, CATCH THE THIEF.
GURRD? MRHARAJ . MAHARAY .

"MEGASTHENES WAS INTRIGUED BY THE INCIDENT- MEGASTHENES LATER WROTE HIS OBSERVATIONS

ABOUT THE BEMY: 11 | I fl

| |

STEALING IS A RARE

OCCURRENCE . BUT |F “ THE 600,000 S0LDIERS
THIS GOES UNPUNISHED) ! OF SANDROCOTTUS® ARMY

THE;;?: MS” ARE VERY WELL-PAID. THEY
Sl ARE CONTROLLED BY A

WAR OFFICE WITH SIX

BOARDS :+:

200 COINS 1S A SMALL
AMOUNT, O KING. WHY
ARE 40U MAKING
SUCH A FUSS 7




amar chitra katha )
|' HE TOURED THE COUNTRY EXTENSIVELY AND OBSERVED THE WAY OF LIFE OF THE PEOPLE .

_T

HE EVEN VISITED THE FAR AWAY PANDYA* COUNTRY , AND r

OBSERVED THE SYSTEM OF ADMINISTRATION THERE , HERDED 89
A QUEEN. 7 ( e

THE PANDYANS SEEM TO
PREFER WOMEN FOR
SENIOR ADMINISTRA -

TIVE POSTS.
STRANGE !

A OFEICER ! FIND OUT WHY MRAHARANI.
OUR CARGO OF PEARLS FROM
TAMBAPANNIT GOT DELAYED
THIS TIME.

___
''''
"

[ﬂr THE SERPORT OF SURPARAKA i’ﬁ_r':z_-_{ |
I= =27 e o " |

-‘—-.:‘_‘_

T
‘""_
!

SANDRQCOTTUS
HAS AN

IMPRESSIVE

FLEET.

R I e
L e T e e

g

(=
¥PArts of present-day Tamil Nadu. + Tamraparni,




MEGASTHENES

MEGASTHENES RETURNED IN DUE COURSE TO PARTARLIPUTEA.

- ¥
HE THEN WENT TO CHANDRAGUPTA TO BID HIM [ Fvseca, ve BRDE GooDBYE TO THE SERVAN.
GOODBYE. : e '

- - | HOPE 40U ENY GOODBYE AND THANK TO TELL 40U THE

{ FAREWELL, O KING. M9 4OUR STAY WITH US - 40U. 40U HAVE BEEN A TRUTH, SIR, | WAS
TENURE IN: INDIA 1S GIVE MY REGARDS TO WONDEREUL ASKED TO SPY

OVER.| WISH TO KING SELEUCUS.

RETURN HOME NOW.

COMPANION.

OF HIS INVALUARBLE INDICA, THE FIRST AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT OF INDIR
70 .THE WESTERN WORLD.

_
MEGASTHENES RODE AWARY WESTWARDS WITH THE FOUR VOLUMES J

WHAT A CHREMING AND
INTELLIGENT MAN! |
HOPE THE 4AVANAS
AND INDIANS WILL

COME CLOSER
NOW,

:’:_ /.— ‘__..-""

£

N =
T 1 AP

‘:‘? resentation
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llustrated Classics From India

Megasthenes

Megasthenes was among the first foreigners to have visited India in historical times and given an eyewitness
account of conditions prevailing in this country during the 4th century B.C. He was the ambassador of
Selecus Nicator at the court of Chandragupata Maurya and he had the opportunity to travel extensively in the
country and observe closely the proceedings at the royal court, various aspects of military and civil
administration, the geography to the country, the social and economic conditions of the people and the
political institutions. He put down his observations in four vikunes entitled ‘Indica’.

‘Indica’ in its original form has now been lost, but some later writers like Diodorus, Pliny, Strabo and Arrian
have quoted from the work. Barring the few instances where Megasthenes had to rely on hearsay, his
account of India is highly valued for its accuracy and authenticity.

This story of Megasthenes is adapted from his own account of the India of his times, and the sequence of
events in our narration has been modified for coherence and lucidity while maintaining the accuracy of
historical records.
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