


Parashurama, the sixth incarnation of Lord
Vishnu, is one of the immortals of Hindu
mythology. It is in this incarnation that we
encounter for the first time the emergence of a
mature, well-developed human character.
Because the first four incarnations belonged to
non - human species and the fifth was a mere
slip of a boy.

Parashurama in many ways is paradoxical. He
loved his mother dearly and yet he slew her
without a moment's hesitation. He was born a
Brahman but he was a better soldier than any
Kshatriya and went on to annihilate the
Kshatriyas in the battlefield. Though born in a
family of hermits, Parashurama was a man of
action. His love of action took him into the eras
of Rama and Krishna. Thus this is the only
incarnation to step out of the confines of its own
tfimes.

Parashurama is the patron God of the land that
stretches in between the Western Ghats and the
Arabian Sea on the West Coast of India. People
there believe that his powerful axe reclaimed
the land for them from the depths of the ocean.
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_PARASHURAMA

PARASHURAMA WAS BORN THE SON OF RISH! JAMADAGNI AND REMUKA . BUT
IT WAS A BIRTH UNDEE STRAMGE CIRCUMSTANMCES .




R S GADPHI HAD A DAUGHTER CALLED
HIS GREAT- CRANDFATHER, - QATSAVATI , BUT NO SON.

GALHI,WAS A COOD KING .

-7 WE ARE

FORTUNATE THAT
OUR KING 1€
STRONGC AND
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VEC,
AS LONG AC
HE RULES,
WE NEED
FEAR NONE.

OVE DAY BHRIGUS SON, RICHIKA QAW HER.

BEAUTIFUL. , PURE
ANID GOOD SHE




HE WENT TO HER FATHER.

| HAVE
.COME TO YOU
SEEKING YOUR
 DAUGHTER?Q

______

I AM HONOURED,
GREAT SAGE.

.. .YOU WILL HAVE

TO BRING A DOWRY
OF 1000 BROWN HORZES
IT IS THE CUSTOM
. IN OUR
FAMILY. ~

[
Cry

IS THAT ALL7? ™
' IT SHOULD
NOT BE VERY
DIFFICULT .




SO RICHIKA CAVE GADHI THE THOUSAND BROWN HORSES...
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MAREIED TO
SATVAVATI.

ONE DAY BHRIGU CAME TO VISIT HIS SON ANE DAUGHTER -IN~LAW.




THEY LOOKED AFTER HIS NEEDS

I AM INDEED
FORTUNATE

N MY

S\ CHILPREN,

OBEDPIENT
ANL DUTIFUL
DAUGHTER- IN- LAW,
I AM
WILLING TO
GRANT YOU
ANY BOON
YOuU

FATHER .
GIVE ME A 20N
AND A BROTHER .,




HERE ARE

TWO POTS OF
SACRED RIKCE
T AND MILK.
. | THIS ONE 18

FOR YOUE
MOTHER .

BHRIGU
LEFT,
CATYAVATI
PICKED
THE POTS
AND
ALONG
WITH

HER

HUSBAND
WENT

TO HER
MOTHER.

MOTHER ! MOTHER!
k. | HAVE TWO POTS OF §&
= SACRED RICE AND MILK &8

MARRIAGE TO
RICHIKA HAS INDEED
BROUGHT US
GOOD FORTUNE.




WILL

TAKE TO THE

KSHATRIVA

VISTON SAW THE EXCHANGE .

CAGE BHEIGU TN HIS SPIRITUAL
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[ AND YOUR SON
M THOUCH A BRAHMANA ,
WILL BECOME

A WARRIOR,
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1/ O REVERED SIRE,
{ LET MY GRANDSON

BE SUCH
BUT NOT

WE SHALL CALL M

HIM

JANDAGNI .




MOCT OF THE KSHATRIVAS
WICIOUS. THEY WERE
BECOMING A MENACE
AND A BURDEN TO MOTHER
EARTH. THE WORET OF
THEM WAS KARTAVIRYA
ARJUNA , THE 1000~ARMED
KING OF THE HAIHAY
TRIBE .

INCREASED LR
,((f_,;
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MASTERED THEM.

CHALL ENTER
THE LIFE OF A
HOUSEHOLPER.
| AM READY
FOR IT.

MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDIBEN TREMBLED WITH FEAR WHENEVER KALTAV/RYA
ACUNA ROLPE INTO A CITY IN HIE INVINCIBLE GOLDPEN CHARIOT.
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e ?' RUN ! RUN!
£/ et KARTAVIRYA
E; ARJUNA
1© HERE!




Hal HA! MY GOOD MEN
TAKE WHAT PLEACES YOU
il AND BURN -

WHY WASTE QUR TIME

.| HERE WITH THECE PUNY

MORTALS. LET US RIDE A R

INTO THE CITY OF INDRA, RS, N, = L
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SUDDEMLY HE HAD AN IDEA. ¥T§ | \Lﬁc\ﬂ ? |
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CITY OF INDRA
AND TO HIS
PRIVATE GARDEN . ..
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) e 80 OFF THEY
R\ RODE INTO THE
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IN THE MEANWMILE, THE CAINTS AND SACES
(O THE DAY COULD MO LONGER BEAR THE
VIOLATIONS (F THER PENANCES AND

| SACKRFICES BY KARTAVIRYA ARJUNA.

LET US APPEAL
TO LORD VISHNU
TO PROTECT

' ARJUNA
GETS BOLDER
EACH TIME.
™

(OTHERWISE
i THIS EARTH
m \\WILL BE LAID
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S0 THEY WENT 7O
LORD VISHNLU.




| WILL TAKE AN L 1/
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HE MUST BE

DECTROVED.
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MEANMWHILE FIVE STONVE WERE BORN TO RENUKA ANE JAMADAGN! .
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THE FIETH ANVD YOUMGEST WAS RAMA WHO WAS REALLY WSHM BEBOERN
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AS A CHILE AM4a MAS FONMD OF
PHYSYCAL EXERCISE AND...

UP. YOU ARE
STRONGER
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RAMA SOON CREW UP
INTO A STURDY “OUTH. |

e I

FATHER , | WISH
.TO GO TO THE

GANDHAMADANA DEVOTION.
MOUNTAING AND [ WHAT IS IT
BY AUSTERE % i THAT YOu
PENANCEC : ECIRE 2
GAIN LORD £

CHIVA’S

FAVOUR . GO
IF YYOU MUSTY
A |/ (MY SON. wOU
Wi e HAVE MY

&l )\ BLEGSINGS.
(P~

YOU HAVE PLEASED
ME BY YOUR

| HAVE CET MY
HEART ON THE -
FIERY AXE,
£ THE POWERFUL

Y DECERVE, YOU
YN SHALL. HAVE IT. NO
¥ A\VWARRIOR ON EARTH
A SHALL SURPASS
i YOLU.




) AM GLAD
YOU HAVE RETURNED.
NOW YOU ARE
THERE
TO DO IT.




IT 18 WELL
YOuU DO.
YOUR
BROTHERS
REFUCED.

| HAVE

CURSED
THEM WITH
MADNESS.

RESTORE MY MOTHER?2
LIFE AN LOVE HER =
AS BEFORE. CGIVE MY 5
BROTHERS BACK

THEIR SENSES.

ANMD GIVE ME
EVERLACTING

YOUR UNQUESTIONING \ = @

OBEDIENCE PLEACEC o

ME. ASK. ANY BOON
AND IT SHALL BE




THE CREATURES
AT LIVE WITHIN S
E. | SHALL DO WHAT- W25

= "
= 4 ANCGWER THIS
QUESTION. I& THERE

=\ A MAN WHO CaN
% EPnvAL ME 2

e R

YEG.
: PARACHURAMA |
4 THE SON OF JAMADAGNI,
HE 1€ MORE THAN

YOUR EQUAL .




=

CLAIMELD THAT
PARACSHIRAMA
=S MY EQUAL

B0 '¥ IF NOT MY SUPERIOR .
COME LET ug

PUT THIS CLAIM
10O TEGCT.

WE <SHALL.
THIC 1S A
FINE CALF!

R 2sHuRavia? (S

p HE 1S NOT

HERE. &UT,

PLEASE STAY

ANVHILE AND
BE OUR

BELONGS
TO QUR -
HOMA COW.

3
THE MILK OF THE HOMA COW 12
USED FOR SACRIFICES ETC.




THAT NMICHT THE SONS OF ABNINA STOLE THE CﬂiFﬂNﬂMWWIK

......

KARTAV /2
ALRILNA HAS
RELAIL OUR
HOSBITALITY
BY STEALING
YOUR CALF. -

IN THE MOBNING WHEN JAMALAGM CAVME OUT| | er THEN BARASHLILAMA

RETURNELD.
HE SAW THEM.

OF THE ASHEAN —

ey N
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—
WHAT HAS
HAPPENED TQO HER.,
FATHER 2 WHY 1€ €HE 20
cAD 2 WHERE 1€ HER
CALF 2 WHY ARE THEY
SEPARATED ? 4
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JAMALLACN! TOLL HIM THEN PARASHLIRAMA TOOK HIS AXE
AND RUSHED TO THE PALACE OF
KARTAWR YA ARMINA .

THE WHOLE STORY.
| cHALL N M aa—
KILL HIM f \:f"' :
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WIHEN HE GAW THE HELPLESS CALF,
HE COULP NOT CONTROL HIS ANGER,
HE RUSHED INTO KARTAVIRYA

ARJUNA’S BEDROOM. ==
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[a peeaoeu comsar eneven v
WHICH PARASHIIRAMA HACKEL
EACH ONE OF KARTAVIRYA ARJINA
2P

THEN PICKING
THE FRIGHTEMNED |
CALF GENTLY

N HIS ARMS'. ..




| HAWVE KILLED HIM,
THE VILLAIN WHO STOLE

OUR INNOCENT CALF. 4

GENTLE
MOTHER,

| HAVE BROUGHT

BACK YOUR CALF
FOR YOU.

HE 1S DEAD
AND THE CALF
IS MISSING.




THEY WERE FURICLIC.

HE SHALL BE
AVENGED!
WP\ COME, LET Ug
LBWle SEEK OUT THE

MURDERER .

PARPACHURAMA NV
I NOT TO BE
A SEEN ANWWHERE.

THAT’S RIGHT.
[ aBE ELLED
OUR FATHER.
DIPN’T HE?
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. THEY LEFT HIM DYING AND RODE ANAY .
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" SHOT DOWN LIKE A |
@ |STAG BYY THE MERCILESS /48

WHAT FACE
MALL THEY RETURN
TO THEIR EFRIENDC

AND SELLANTE
AFTER COMMITTING
SUCH A HEINOLIS

CENIE 2
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WHEN THE LAST EMBERS'
DIED OUT, HE RAISED H/IS
AXE AVD BECAN HIS SELF-
MPOSED TASK.

AC PARASHURAMA CREMATED HIS FATHER'S
&  BODY, HE TOOK A VOW.

¥ | sHALL NOT REST,
DEAR FATHER ,
TILL | HAVE WIPED QUT
THE ENTIRE MARTIAL A8
RACE OF THE \
KSHATRIVAC,

KARTAVIRVA ABIUNAYS SonNG WERE THE
FReST TO BE WIPED OUIT .




THEN ONE By ONE HE MAGGACRED ALL THE KSHATRIVAS ON EARTH .

BUT EACH TIME HE KILLED ONE LOT, THEIR SONS WOULD
SPLPRING UP.

! SHALL FCET Tkl

NOT A SINGLE ONE [

OF YOU IS LEFT. MY £ ]

FATHER HAS GRANTED [
ME EVERLACTING Vst

THUS PARASHURAMA RATIENTLY CONTIMUED WIPING OUT TWENTY-
' | *  GEVERATIONS OF KSHATRIVAS.




| HAVE HARMED NONE . S
MY SUBJECTS ARE HAPPY. |+
WHY DO YOU WANT TO ;
KILL ME AND DEPRIVE

THEM OF MY

ALAS! OUR KING
@l AND THERE 1€ NONE
i, TO PROTECT US.
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AND
VAISHYAS
HAVE NO
REGARD
FOR
BRAHMANAS

BUT PARASHURAMA WAS RELENTLESS,

ONE OF YOUR CASTE Yt
MURDERED MY FATHER SR
WHILE HE WAS
DEFENCELEGS .
S0 YOU SHALL

RTH: FELT THAT IT WAS.

| SHALL

APPROACH
SAGE

KASHYAPA |




S0 MOTHER EARTH WENT TO KASHYAPA.

LORD
PARASHLIRAMA’S
WOPRK. 1S OVER.
| AM BRELIEVED
OF MY BURDEN.

PLEASE
STOP HIM NOW.

| WILL SPEAK
ll TO THE SPIRITS |
o\ OF HIS ANCECSTORC.

A
Wl A
e e o .

PARASHURAMA'G
MISSION 1S OVER .
IT 1S NOW
TIME FOR HIM
TO DEGICT.

SO SHALL IT BE.
HE WILL OBEY
HIS ANCESTORS.
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SAVENGCED YOUR FATHER
MANY TIMES OVER.
MOTHER EARTH HAS BEEN
RELIEVED OF ALL EVIL ,

KSHATRIVAS , ")
WOUR WORK % w ¥

)

'
.......

WHOM | TRUST
BEFORE ALL.
| SHALL DO
AS YOU, GAVY.




PARASHURAMA THEN HELD A GREAT SACRIFICE WHERE HE OISTRIBUTED
' ALL HIS WEALTH TO THE BRAHMANAS'.

| SHALL RECEIVE
THE WEAPONS WITH
THE MYSTERIES OF
THEIR USE.

ALAS! YOU COME

| ATE. ALL THAT

I HAVE NOW 1€ THIS

BODY AND MY \

WEAPONS. | CAN GIV

YOU EITHER, AS YOU
48 CHOOCE,
j.ﬂ-l'

a o ¥ s | .'.'q.




AND PARASHURAMA , HAVING THUS RID HIMSELF OF AlLL HIS WORLEOLY
BURPENS, RETIRED TO THE CRESTE IN THE MAHENLPRA MAUWNTAING TO SPEMD,
THE REST OF HIQ DAYS, ENGAGED IN PRACTISIMG THE SEVEREST OF

- PEMANCES .
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