SHANTALA

‘was the queen of Vishnu Vardhana, the ruler of the Hoysala

. Brought up as a Jain, Shantola believed in ahimsa or

-violence. Her husband, on the other hand, had a single-minded

iti Hoysala from the rule of the Chalukya Empire,

- . He waged wars and unleashed death and
destruction on hapless people.

Though Shantala, tragically, could not convince her husband to give

up violence she was the glorious inspiration behind the temples that

Vishnu Vordhana built, and which remain a lasting legacy of the

Hoysala kingdom to this day.
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‘Amar Chitra Kathas are o glorious fribute fo India’s nch cultural heritoge. These books
have been on integral port of my children’s early years, as they have been for many
other famihes ocross India Comics are a great woy of reaching out o children, inculcat-
ing reading hobits ond driving their quest o learn more abouf our roots.*

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS

SHANTALA

THE QUEEN WHO LOVED PEACE




IT WAS THE YEAR 1108, AT THE HOYSALA CAPITAL OF PORASAMUDLRA,
KING BALLALA THE FIRST LAY BURNING WITH FEVER.

_:t

HIS BROTHER , PRINCE BITTIDEVA, WAS AT HIS

Hrgfoypf o \?fﬂ __.:',,,.:?\.jio}. e - ’ —
BITTIGA, | KNow Y @78V 6. )) )\ 7 ANNAS DON'T
THAT MY END  SPEAK THUS,

\“g | BEG YOU.
| \&‘

bl ¥ ﬂ '.

IS NEAR...

Ef .

rl HAVE NOT BEEN

BLESSED WITH
A SON—AN HEIR
TO HOYSALA NADU

—
PERHAPS IT I8 ALL FOR ‘oo X7
THE BEST. YOU, MY

VALIANT YOUNGER

BROTHER. , SHALL BE

MY HEIR. ( ;
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SUDPDENLY, BALLALA’S EYES GREW
MISTY.

<4 AH! WHAT A DREAM
WE CHERISHED | THOUGH
| WILL BE GONE, BITTIGA,
YOU MUST FIGHT THE

CHALUKYA EMPEROR AND
MAKE OUR DREAM




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

CHILD, MY BLESSINGS ARE ALWAYs
WITH BOTH OF YOU . AS MAN

7| rl LEAVE BITTIGA IN '

YOUR HANDS . TAKE

P\CARE OF HIM.

... YOU MUST THINK AS
ONE . GIVE EACH OTHER
SUPPORT ALL THROUGH
YOUR LIVES.

BITTIDEVA WAS PROCLAIMED KING AND CAME TO BE KNOWN AS
VISHNU VARDHANA HOYSAL

AND, BELIEVE ME,
| WILL AVENGE
THAT DEFEAT!

...NOT TO
VIKRAMADITYA,
THE CHALUKYA...

SHANTALA

' AND VISHNU VARDHANA HAD ONE GREAT AMBITION. | Y SHANTALA , ANNA'S
S i ..

DEATH WAS CAUSED
g' : BY THE CRUSHING

ED AT THE HANDS
OF THE CHALUKYA

FROM BEYOND THE
TUNGABHADRA
TO THE KAVERI,

KING OF THE
HOYSALAS |




SHANTALA
r =

WAR 16 INEVITABLE. IN ANY CASE, \ =] ONLY THAT IT WOUNDS,

l

MAIMS AND KILLSG.

MY BEAUTIFUL ,
WHAT DO YOU KNOW OF THE

. GLORY OF WAR ?
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BESIDES, REMEMBER| | AND VISHNU VARDHANA RETIRED, LEAVING
ANNA’S LAST

. "

e,

Jld

"OH, BALLU ANNA,
YOU TOLD ME TO TAKE
CARE OF HIM AND IN

THE SAME BREATH You
ASKED HIM TO GO TO

WAR. ;’;—.»:' oo
Z/” W

——

-
THE FOLLOWING MORNING VISHNU VARDPHANA WAS BuUsY
STUPYING BATTLE PLANS PRAWN UP BY MIS GENERALS ...




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

SHANTALA!
LOOK ouT!
GUARD

B JL

| WAIT | DON’T
B KILL IT.

J

HERE ... TAKE IT TO
THE JUNGLE ANP
sET IT FREE.

SHANTALA,
ARE YOU ...
MAD 2

Z e

MY GOD, WHAT
IF IT HAD
BITTEN You?

EVEN 50,1 WOULD
NOT HAVE LET
you KILL IT.

o
.

SHANTALA

LET ME KILL IT. WE
WILL ALL BE SAFER
WITH THE CREATURE |

NO..
IT TOO HAS THE
RIGHT TO LIVE.

- LET IT GO.

"

o2
MY LORD, | BELIEVE
THAT LIFE, ANY LIFE,
15 PRECIOUS.

PLAN THE DETAILS OF
} OUR FIRST CAMPAIGN
TODAY - | MUST NOT

KEEP MY GENERALS 4

WAITING .

= W

WHAT ABOUT YOUR LIFE,

MY QUEEN 2 IF THAT
SNAKE HAD BITTEN YOu,
| WOULD HAVE... |




| ¥ eea oF vou...
DON'T CONTINUE

w WAR.

MY ANCESTORS WERE
WARRIORS, SHANTALA . WE
MADE OUR WAY UP,
FIGHTING .

Y WHAT SPURRED Lo ON

AND ON, WAS AMBITION,
LOFTY AMBITION.

TODAY, | AM CHARGED WITH

THE TASK OFf SPREADING
THE GLORY OF THE HOYSALAS.
AND THAT 15 BEsT DONE. ...

.+ WITH WAR.

SHANTALA

MY LORD ! WAR 5
DEATH AND

’
)

NOT WITH WAR,
PESTRUCTION.
&

E—

LIFE, BE IT IN THE

D)
R

) 4
43 d’:)

| AM LEAVING , SHANTALA.

RULE THE KINGDOM

WITH CARE WHILE I AM
AWAY.

ONLY A RESPECT FOR YOU ARE TALK- .




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

SHANTALA
SOON , THE DAY OF DEPARTURE DAWNED. |/ GooDByE

SHNU VARDHANA. TO STRENGTHEN HIMSELF, BEGAN MIS CAMPAIGN BY ATTACKING THE
CHOLA KINGDOM,THE SECOND GREATEST POWER OF THE DAY. r
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AFTER MUCH OF THE CHOLA TERRITORY HAD FALLEN INTO HOYSALA HANDS... THIS MARK OF VERMILION

— ¥y THAT | APPLY TO YOUR

.o« VISHNU VARPHANA ATTACKED THE IT WAS AN OUT AND ouT VICTORY . | ; FOREHEO,;DVI?T;HREI COLOUR
VASSALS OF THE CHALUKYAS. FOR THE HOYSALA KING. o

| NO LONGER BOW TO
THE CHALUKYA oveawzo.e
| AM A REBEL AND

| REBEL FOR MY OWN
INDEPENDENT STATE.
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|'in GLorIOUS TRIUMPH, THE KING RETURNED TO | | = ./ NOw | AM
| BORASAMUDRA, 7T UK/ READY TO TAKE
KADU —
MY QUEEN, WHAT - mléaaasTloN
A JOYOUS DAY THIS \7 OF THE
1S | ANNA'S DREAM : . PIRE.
—MY DREAM — HAS || CHOLA EM
PARTLY BEEN =
FULFILLED.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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WHEN THE KING AND HIS ARMIES RETURNED SOME MONTHS LATER, THERE WERE
FLOWERS AND ARCHES IN THE STREET TO WELLOME THEM.

GLORY TO THE MIGHTY-ARMED

ONE WHOSE SWORD LIKE
A ROYAL KITE DESTROYED
SERPENT KINGS-... |

L\’“’T .

.+« WHO, LIKE A STRONG ELEPHANT,
BROKE POWN THE SPEARS OF
THE ENEMY AS IF THEY WERE (4
MERE PLANTAIN STEMS.

THE KAVERI GREAT CONQUEROR ,LIKE AN
Y was 50 FULL ofF | |UNDERWATER FIRE vYou
ENEMY CORPSES EVAPORATED THE OCEAN
THAT THE CHOLA OF YOUR ENEMIES,
KING COULD NOT
DRINK ITS
WATER , AND
HAD TO TURN
TO WELLS
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SHANTALA

rﬁgﬂ NTALA WAS RUNNING DOWN THE
SSAGE TO ME WAl

pE22 G v 2 RrROOM B
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THE NEXT MOMENT, THE DOOR OPENED
L —_— %/)ND THE KING ENTERED.

SHANTALA ! WHY DID
YOU LEAVE THE HALL
50 SUDDENLY @

| CANNOT BEAR
I'T ANY LONGER.

; o ea———
ISHE | £
i AR AN \
FORGIVE ME, MY LORD.
TO HEAR OF YOu
BURNING DOWN CITIES...

FILLING RIVERS WITH
CORPGES...

TEARS 2 TEARS ON
THE PAY

| RETURN HOME

VICTORIOUS @

[ |
‘ ‘ .




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

SHANTALA | DON'T | [ NOT IF THAT POWER \ BUT THEY ARE Tng
You wieH To SEE N} 'S GAINED THROUGH | ONLY MEANS py
ME POWERFUL?

 REPEATED CAMPAIGNS, | WHICH A RULER

REPEATED INVASIONS CAN DO His
' AND REPEATED

L\BL.OODSHED...

| DUTY 2 THROUGH VIOLENCE 2

. THROUGH RAISING AN EMPIRE
ON THE BONES OF DEAD MEN @ w _ GIVE ME LEAVE TO

| PO NOT UNDERSTAND YOUR g B STAY AWAY FROM
. LANGUAGE, MY LORD. : ;

(AND | PO NOT UNDER
STAND YOURS. 50

—_—

VORY DISTINCT IN STYLE, THESE TEMPLES ARE BULT ON RASED
PLATFORMS AND DO NOT HAVE THE TALL GOPURAMS, SO e

OF SOUTH-INDIAN TEMPLES. i

e e—— —ﬁ_ e ————eeee—

THE NAME “HOYSALA
HAS AN INTERESTING
ORIGIN. ‘HOY, SALA’
(MEANING > STRINSE,
- SALA, ) WERE THE
SLOWLY, SHANTALA MADE FOR HER WORDS SPOKEN TO
PRAYER -ROOM. SALA , A HUNTER,
O PERFECT | WHEN 4 HERMIT
ONE ! IN WEDPING (72 WAS THREATENED
YOUR IDEALS, HAVE : BY A T/IGER. WHEN
| LOST MY ; SALA KILLED THE
HUSBAND @ I 1 & TIGER , THE MHERMIT
‘ ‘ BLESSED HIM WITH
SOVEREIGNTY FOR
SAVING HIS LIFE.
SALA LATER FOUNPED
A KINGDOM AND HIS
NEROIC ACT BECAME
THE EMBLEM OF

THE DYNASTY.

—

CONTD. ON PAGENO 19
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THE MHOYSALA WLES m_;mv DECORATIVE. THEY HAVE ELABORATE CARVED
FRIEZES RUNNING ROUND THEIR WALLS . THE FRIEZE REPRODUCED HERE PEPICTS

A SCENE FROM THE PANCHATANTRA STORY OF THE TURTLE WHO FELL OFF THE STICK.
THESE HIGHLY CHISELLED FRIEZES ARE INTERSPERSED WITH LARGER
FIGURES OF DANCERS, MUSICIANS AND HUNTERS.IN THE KESAVA TEMPLE
(SOMNATHPUR ) EVEN GANESHA 1S SHOWN DANCING -
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THE INTERIORS OF THESE TEMPLES ARE AS ORNATE AS THEIR EXTERIORS
WITH FINELY CARVED PILLARS . AND THIS NAND!, VAMAN®OF SHIVA , SEEMS
TO HAVE RECEIVED SPECIAL ATTENTION FROM THE SCULPTOR,
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i COLLECTORS EDITION,
IDIA'S FAVOURITE STORYTELLER.

‘& ’west epic, told over 1,300 beautifully illustrated pages
> ‘-"-'”é :’" B Collector's Edition. It's not just a set of books, it's a piece of culture.
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SHANTALA

SOME TIME LATER, VISHNU VARDHANA SET OUT ON ANOTHER CAMPAIGN. HE DID NOT TAKE
LEAVE OF .SHGNTﬂL/) r ,

A
V‘ -
D/

BUT LATER , THE SAME DAY — THE KING LEFT SPECIAL

TRUCTIONS THA
PATTAMAHADEV! THE THE ::\lge-f Bén%.'ss F‘lRﬁ; :;gu
CARRIAGE 15 WAITING | CARRIAGE @

IF YOU WwiILL PO ME
THE HONOUR. OF
FOLLOWING ME..

K\FOR Yyoul.

N

THEY GOT OFF OUTSIDE A PIECE OF LAND,
ENCLOSED BY A WALL . THE ATTENDANT
HANDED SHANTALA A sceou.

M\l‘\“.“ll"‘
' MAMABTA R, g THE KING
f., AN .Vr'-:'" _ ; - .
s P SR ' ‘

§] WANTED 40U TO = ‘h
READ THIS JUST W=7 ':‘-
BEFORE You

ENTERED.

COLLECTOR'S EDITION y

Rupees one thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine only,

19



AMAR CHITRA KATHA

SHANTALA BROKE THE SEAL AND UNFURLED

THE SCROLL. g

L
5
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IN THE MEAN
W,
/ 'HAVE A Giry S

THIS 1S THE FOUNPATION OF THE VIJAYA
NARAYANA TEMPLE ™ IT |18 THE LARGEST

ON HAND TO COMMEMORATE THE
KING'S VICTORIES.

OF THE SEVERAL TEMPLE PROJECTS o

TO COMMEMORATE MY VICTORY

TOO, MY LORD.THE VICTORY OF

OUR UNION...OUR LOVE. YOUu

. COULD NOT HAVE GIVEN ME

| }\éi"« ¥, A GREATER GIFT THAN
. AN YOUR PROMISE AND

cg;"' A\\SE THIS TEMPLE.
Y

5
o
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of

AT ONCE , SHANTALA PLUNGED INTO THE DEL

WENT ALMOST DPAILY TD THE SITES OF THE
THAT WERE COMING UP.AND OFTEN HER S

VKAYA NARAYANA AND THE OTHER SHRINES
fith i st TEP -SON, BALLALA, JOINED HER.

IGHTS OF WATCHING A TEMPLE GROW.SHE

N

SHANTALA

SHANTALA AND BALLALA FOUND THAT PR%@.S;‘ rr:/?ND SURE ENOUGH DASOJA CAME.
ON THE WORK WAS SLOW AS GOOD SCULPTORS L] PLEASE DO NOT BE

WERE HARD TO COME BY. - Ji= || AM HERE TO DO\ FORMAL WITH ME.

BALLALA , WHY DON’T WE SEND FOR DASOJA? | YOUR BIDDING, | SEE ME AS THE SAME
HE 1S A TALENTED SCULPTOR.HE LIVES | | | PATTAMAHADEVI. /A SHANTALA You
AT BALIPURA, WHERE | WAS |

BORN. HE WILL BE MOST HAPPY TO (OME
AND WORK HERE.

-

YES , SHANTALA.
| REMEMBER THE
FIRST TIME

| SAW YOU...

" .
T

|

| WAS DETERMINED
TO BRING THE

VIBRANT RHYTHM
OF YOUR ART... ’
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

i BUT TODAY, IT 1S THE SERENITY OF

| { 1T WAS YOUR YOUTH YOUR 50Ul THAT | SEE ... THAT | WILL
{ AND BEAUTY THAT [MMORTALIZE IN THE TEMPLES
\, INSPIRED ME THEN. OF HOYSALA !

» ‘ -
MAHADEVI, | WILL BEGIN Vg
O WORK TOMORROW
ITSELF.

;\+ g‘ ‘ -

&6 ENGAGED AT HOME, BUILDING TEMPLES , TANKS AND

| WHILE SHANTALA WAS THU
| PULGRIM SHELTERS ... TR

oo VISHNU VARDHANA, FAR AWAY, WAS WARRING FINALLY, A DESPERATE VIKRAMAPITYA
WITH THE EMPEROR AND TWELVE OF HIS THREW ALL HIS MIGHT INTO

SUBORDINATES . AND IN THE GREAT STRUGGLE THAT | |CRUSHING THE INSOLENT HOYSALA-

w FAR. MY HONOUR PEPENDS ON
| — YN
A Z

THIS BATTLE.GET HIM;
- /.‘-“

IM— SOME HOW!

| TASTING SUCCESS AFTER SUCCESS , THE

HOYOALA KING DID NOT KNOW WHERE 70

STOP, WAR BECAME AN OBBESSION WITH HIM.
-

-

SHANTALA

T7HIS LAST WAR OF THE SERIES AT

HALASURU MARKED THE DOWNWARD
SLIPE OF VISHNU VARDHANA. HE

o

—
«=-AND HAD TO RETREAT IN HASTE.
=

SHANTALA , MY
DEFEAT FILLS

IT FILLS ME WITH
SORROW, MY LORD,THAT
YOU COULD NOT ACHIEVE
THE GOAL “You HAD SET

BUT, MY LORD,
DOES THAT
MEAN THAT...?

NO, SHANTALA. NO

MORE CAMPAIGNS FOR
ME.ALL | WANT NOW
IS THE PEACE OF

‘ﬂ




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

TAIN
SHANTALA COULD NOT CON
THE KING WATCHED HER HAPPY

| PLEASURE. | P
-
|.

MY DEAR LORD HAS
SEEN THE LIGHT.| ASK
FOR NOTHING MORE
FROM LIFE.

HER JOY AND
FACE WITH

MY LORD, WHEN YOU ARE ABLE TO
WALK , WE WILL GO TO OUR TEMPLE.
THERE 18 A SCULPTURE BY DASOUJA

THAT | MUST SHOW YOu.

}I. /

¥

J

CERTAINLY

VP e o
" Go.
— "

W

J

[WHEN HE HAD FULLY RECOVERED...

ﬂ

. WITH HIS QUEEN BY HIS SIDE, VISHNU VA
GAVE GRANTS TO JAINA , VAISHNAVA AND SHAIVA

ROHANA

—

TEMPLES.
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SOON , SHANTALA TOOK HIM TO THE TEMPLE AS PLANNED .

-
-

pet

T »
T

——

¢+ -_— _ < « A -

?V - = . A mﬁ b‘
& R T—_e va R p
; - - e

; g~ n
> = = PRl - LA

A FE&w ' - . B :

- =4 o o

A

bR

‘9

A 1%

L3
A

v o N
14 u«"‘j’ - J

v a’
"4
n YO

f MY LORD, 15
NOT A TEMPLE

B CREATION 2

i 4
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MAN'S GREATEST JNSINGIrs e

| HAD PROMISED YOoUu
THAT THERE WOULD BE
NO MORE CAMPAIGNS.

THE KING DREW A DEEP BREATH.
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SHANTALA

WHAT 18 IT, MY

LORD 2 ARE YOUW
ALL RIGHT @

b § - 'l oy
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SHANTALA "o
SHANTALA, ARE
You ALL RIGHT®

SHANTALA , THERE
IS SOMETHING
| MUST TELL

e MY QUEEN, | LOST THAT WAR

WHEN | WAS S0 SURE OF VICTORY. £
| WANT ANOTHER CHANCE. P




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

e

‘ SHRND

| KNOW | MADE

ME GO ON ONE LAST
¢AMPAIGN , AND FULFIL
ANNA'® LAST COMMAND.

IF you STILL SAY
| SHOULD NOT GO
TO WAR, | WILL

GIVE UP WAR BECAUSE
| FORCED YoU TO @

r—NO,MV LORD ! WHAT
15 THE VALUE OF THAT
DECISION WHICH DOES
NOT COME FROM
WITHIN @

———— -<—

HE WAS NOT 1O |

COME WITH ME IN
ANY CASE. TRAIN

, HIM TO GOVERN THE
KINGDOM WHILE

NO, | WILL NOT BIND You
TO YOUR PROMISE . BUT

ONE REQUEST; LEAVE AT
LEAST BALLALA WITH ME.

A
Ry - | ,
’ e 4

5 THE KING AND QUEENvPﬁk—'—TED- DASKIA’S
SCULPTURE THAT THEY HAD COME TO SEE

WAS FORGOTTEN. ’_—__"__)

26

SHANTALA

R
50, SOON BALLALA, MY SON,

LEARN ALL THAT YOU CAN
ABOUT STATE AFFAIRS ... AND,
MOST OF ALL,TAKE CARE OF /.

\/

YOU ARE ALL

| LIVE FOR NOW,
MY SON.

V' amma , DON'T BE
SAD. | WILL ALWAYS

BE WITH YoOu.

- =
WHILE VISHNU VARDHANA REPEATEDLY DEFIED THE CHALUKYA EMPEROR NOW

AININ

SOME GROUND , NOW LOSING SOME ,BALLALA MANAGED THE ADMINIST ﬁb TWVE g =

| AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM.
&

~

-
THEN CAME THE THUNDERBOLT. BALLALA

PIED IN 1131, THE KING RETURNED IN HASTE

TO DORASAMUDRA . PALACE AND €
INTO MOURNING. . ok il s
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PAYAN N N ' ' ¥ N

OH, BALLALA , HOW
MUCH | HAD
DEPENDED ON YOU...

WELL, A KING CANNOT
AFFORD TOO MANY
TEARS . THERE 16
WORK TO BE DONE.

SHANTALA

[sOME TIME LATER —

SHANTALA,| LEAVE FOR THE

NORTH IN A FEW DAYS ... 0
A CAMPAISN. .

‘\_ﬁ:_,r

| TOO PLAN TO GO

AWAY...To SHIVAGANGA...
ON A PILGRIMAGE ... |
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IT WILL BE A CHANGE
FOR YOU...) HOPE
YOU FIND PBACE...
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ARRIVED.

B [THE DAY OF SHANTALA’S DEPARTURE

FAREWELL , BELOVED.
REMEMBER. , DESPITE
EVERYTHING,

ALWAYS LOVED

TAKE CARE

6%1&?
A
/ -~ &

.
.
-
5 -

THE KING STOODP WHERE HE WAS , AND
THE COACH SPED ON.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA
MY LORD, | BELIEVE
THAT LIFE, ANY
LIFE, 18 PRECIOUS,

——

/ THREW HERSELF OVER
A CLIFF @ NO | NO! ON,
MY QUEEN, WHY DID

YyOou PO ITS HOW
couLP you po IT?

WAS THAT WHY
YOU GAVE IT yrpe
WAS IT BECAUSE
THE MOST
PRECIOUS THING
YOUu COULD SACRI-
FICE FOR A
PRINCIPLE WAS

'y YOUR OWN
LIFE @

——

.WﬁHNU VARDHANA RECEIVED THE
NEWS WHEN HE WAS AT BANKAPURA,
FIGHTING THE KADPAMBAS.

[ aF7ER THIS , THOUGH VISHNU VARDHANA
CONTINUED HIS POLICY OF AGGRESSION, HIS
HEART WAS NO MORE IN IT. HE BEGAN TO
SPEND MUCH OF HIS TIME WANDERING
AMONG H|S TEMPLES.

Jl l . . -
7*‘ ” . -WJ l'n«L 5 c"\ N
| O AR

HOW ﬁi

BEAUTIFUL
ARE THE
SCULPTURES §
OF DASOJA!

.
y
.

SHANTALA

OH, MY QUEEN! LAY
0, SHANTALA! JACEge

IBN’T IT POSS|BLE THAT THIS 5 o
SHRINE WILL LIVE ON, SPREAPING s
THE GLORY OF THE HOYSALAS, WHEN " & 5 s 40, 5, 25 O L™

MOST ELSE 15 LOST AND
FORGOTTEN @
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