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Mot far from Puri in Orissa stands the temple of
Sakshi Gopal. Centuries have gone by but the legend
that gave the deity this name is still popular, not
only in the states of Orissa and the adjoining Andhra
Pradesh but in other parts of our country as well.

Sakshi Gepal was worshipped In a temple In
Andhra Pradesh for a long time Then a king of
Orissa brought him to the present site.

The hero of our story loved a girl of his own
village. But he was poor and the girl’'s father avari-
cious. Fate placed the father in a situation from
which our hero rescued him. The father was pleased
and promised the young man the hand of his
daughter. The only witnessto this offer was the deity,
the promise being made in front of his temple.

Once he is back safe in his village, th= father not
taking into account this “witness’’, denies the
promiise to our hero.

Alone and forlorm, our hero implores the deity to
testifly te his claimy that the man's daughter had
indeed been promised to him.

Howe the deity comes to his rescue and helps him
win his bride is the legend colourfully retold in our
Amar Chitra Katha.

Published by H. Gl Mirchandani, for India Book House Education Trust, 29, Wodehou-e Road,
Bombav-400 039 and printed by H. K. MNuasta at 1BH Printers, Marol MNaka, Mathuradas Vissanj
Read., Andheri (Ea=it), Bombayv-400 059,

Editor ; Anant Pail Script Maneoj Das Mustrations: M. HWN._ Nangare
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LONG LONG AGO, IN A SMALL VILLAGE LIVED RAGHAL AND :
RABITABAL - THEIR ONLY CHILD, VASANTI, WAS A SWEET LITTLE Gt WYTH WHOM
THE OTHER CHILDREN OF THE WLLAGE LOVED TC FLaw. |

BUT VASANT! WOULD NEVER BEGIN A GAME WITHOUT HER FAVOUSTTE PLat— |

MATE , MAHINGEA , A FPooe LESTITUTE OREHA N, WAS THERE.
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WHY ARE
You LATE®

i

| WENT TO BRING ¥ | WAS
THESE FLOWERS WAITING FOR
FOR YOU FROM YO TO COME
. THE FOND OUT- AND PLUCK
SIDE THE GUAVAS L=
! &1'::_‘;

7

VILLAGE.

MAHINDRA
15 80
HELPFULT

VASANTI. HE
NEVEE

REFUSES HER § of

WHAT HE SA/2 WAS TEUE. MARINGRA WAS
ALWAYS FAETIAL TO LASANTI.

MAHINDRA , WILL i

YOU TAKE US TO | S e
= & = x
THE LAKE f e,




THE CHILD VASANTI SOON GREW Li> TO BF A PEMURBE YOUNG WOMAN .

™

CONE DAY, THE VILLAGE NURSE CAME T
SEE HER MOTHER. —

———— 7 RADHABAI, WHY DON'T You)
\f‘ GET VASANT| MARRIED To

m i\ MAHINDRA 2 HE IS A GOOD
oy g

MEANWHILE THE LIL
MET RAGHAY . |

BHAYYAN HAVE AN ELiEIELE\'

LAGE ASTROLOGER

BRIDEGROCM IN MIND Fop
VASANT L.COME TO MY HOUSE

BOY AND HAS ALWAYS

(WHEN ©AGHAY CAME HOME -&;

2
OUR ASTROLOGER WANTS == % 1)
TO TALK TO ME ABOUT 4 Ty
VASANTIS MARRIAGE.
BEFORE | MEET HIM
PD LIKE TO KNOW

IF YOU HAVE ANY
SUITABLE BOw




{1 HAVE NOT THOUGHT
OF ANYBODY . BUT OUR
VILLAGE NLIRSE
SAYS MAHINDRA

M

WHAT | MAHINDRA
OF ALL BOYS! THAT
DESTITUTE ORPHAM

!

i
——

7 s .,_-: \ : &‘a . |
\ q
L

§/ =]

e HOW COULD Yo
EVER THINK OF GIVING

| o] QUR DAUGHTER TO HIm!

IFIY MW 1 ) sHALL SEE wHOM

- THE ASTROLOGER

B SUGBESTS.
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PANDITUI, WHO WHO BUT THE

IS THE BOY YO WIDOWER , SUKH—

HAD IN MIND P VIR, THE

RICHEST MAN
IN THE :
—

50 WHAT 2 DOESN™T
HIS 60LD MORE.
THAN MAKE UpP

ISN’T HE

LOOK » THERE HE GOES ) | sukiiie was pascme Go WiTH HIS
LIKE A KING! FLATTERERS FOLLOWING HIM .




MEANHIEILE MAHINGEA MET VASANTY
ONE EVENING - e

VASANTY , AT ONCE SAP ANE SHY >
KEMAINED SFEECHLESS ...

| HAVE COME TO
5AY FAREWELL.I'M
LEAVING FOR THE
TEMPLE TOWN

TO MAKE A g e |
: LIVING. i Eﬁ 3"}
ﬁl = I
;-f.
| .r

e '/,.r‘ : b ) £
o= AN MAHINGEA QUIETLY WALKED | __
A FEW DAYS LATER , SUKHINE : | WOULD i N

MET RAGHALV . |

CONSIPER === ;EF‘-Eﬂ'S"

IT A Al

RAGHAVUI, | AM PREPARING TO GO o :
- PRIVILEGE]

ON A PILGRIMAGE TO GOPALJI'S
TEMFLE AT THE HOLY TOWM.
FPAMDITJI AMND A FEW OTHER:

VILLAGERES WILL BE &QOING
WITH ME.WOLLD Yoo LIKE

|Il1‘.=l:".

Tomoe

RAGHAV WAS OVERJOYED. j/f EVEN “\] ON THE APCOINTED DAY RAGHAL LEFT

— W5 BEFORE HOME WITH THE FILGRIMS.
- -’i.n.:-” HE HAS BE- - Y T =
| cOME My - [ "Wl 8 AS SOON AS WE

RETUEN ; VASANTI

[ SON-IN-LAW
- ; =\ WILL BE MARRIED

Y HE 18 GEN—
|\l ErROUS T ME!




IT WAS A PLEASANT JOUENEY . THE FILERIMS HAD TO TRAVEL THROWEH

MAN Y .-"-'1 VIELEAGE ANDL LOVELY FIELD . |
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[ THEY PuT LP AT A CHARMASHALA®CLOSE TO THE TEMPLE .

T
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SUKHVIE WAS HORRIFIED. U/l[__-

PNME DAY ; THE PANDIT cAME RUNMNING
TO SLUEkH VIR . l

[

¥ HE CANNOT
STAY WITH
us | MAKE
ARRANGE—
MENTS TO
HAVE HIM
REMOVED.

RAGHAY R

HAS CAUGHT 'i;

R

=
P

1
) 1

BURNING WITH FEVER , EAGHAY SOME -
HOW FEACHELD THE HAT.

A LITTLE LATEE, THE PANLDIT MET
THE AILING RAGHAV. |

QUTSIDE THE BAZAR.THIS
MAN WILL TAKE YOdul

RAGHAV BHAYYA|WE HAVE ;’ > "*'u';;:{ =SJIVANTC il [. :
RENTED A HUT FOR YOU T = g ot AT \ :




MEANWHILE s MAFINDES WHO HAS IN '.-"HE SAME TOWAN, KAaHAaL EHFFETEEQ ALEINGE
IN A PAEK , DESEETED AT

ST =

~ 1l il J |
By
=5

MET A MEMBER OF SUEHLE'S BARTY.

HOW PLEASED
f &M TS MEET
YOoul HOW |5

VASANTI & i
;ai"ﬁ"*

WHY PON'T YOou
ASK RADHAV &
HE T, HAS
, COME.BUT HE IS

e
Pl

@* A J,’

YES .| WORK ‘

,,-«‘ N THIS TOWN.
| AM GOING OUT.
| WILL BE BACK

J (MAHINDEA CAME BACK WITH A AFTER THE KAVIRAJ HAD
| KAVIRA . * | EXAMINED RAGHA —

A VEEY BAD CASE.
HE NEEDS CONSTANT
ATTENTION.

® 8 PHYSICIAN WELL-VEBSED IN AYLRVEDSI: MEDICINE.



E MAHINGEA SAT BY THE DPELIRIOUS s SUKHE AND HIS FHET":" ATE AND MALE

————
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CAME TO EAGHAL.

WITH MAHINDRA'S DEVOTED CARE,HE WAS

WE ARE RETURNING
HOME ToDaY. BUT
O NOT GRIEVE.
LAMYOMNE JWHO DIES
HERE, IS GIVEN A

(A FEW DAYS LATER, THE PANDIT l RAGHAV , HOWEVER, DID NOT DIE .

SO0ON WELL ENOUEGM TO SIT 4P,
' N2¥

" NEVERE MIND.
4 THE LORD

I WILL TAKE
YOU TO HIS e
TEMPLE. NOW. JSSEiis

YOU AERE RISHT,
MY SON. WHAT A
FITY | HAVEN?T
YET BEEN TO SEE
THE LORD.




T WAS A DAY OF SPECIAL Fﬂdﬂ ®AND MUBICIANG PLAYED THEIR J’N&TEQMENT =
N FIRONT OF THE T.E,.-HF.{E :

] 'E‘U‘ i ('
| =
FLEASE "
GIVE wAY i
TO A EJICH

[ !-
i"-l""l'a-".ir
-.\-‘—\—

* RITHAL WOIBPAHIP AaF a NFITY % % THFE ©OMcl JiIRING RITE ©F THE WORSHIP.




RAGHALY WAS DELIGHTED

#7 | WONDER j"
HOW | WiLL i

EVER REFAY 18/ Kl
= /I

- . N T, =
—
e — i

e 1

YES,| KNOW HOW. MARINDES cOLED NOT BELIEVE THAT His
' LONG — CHERISHEDR PREAM WAS ABOUT-
- w e [
= COME BACK, TRUE . et
g WITH ME. e




4 FEW DAYS LATER, MAHINGEA AND RAGHAL vou ARE
LEFT FOR THEIR VILLAGE - | TIRED. LET

s REST

i
3
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ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE VILLAGE ,
THEY MET RADHABA! AND LASANTY.

WHEN WE HEARED YOU WEERE
ILL ,WE BECAME DESFERATE.
AT LAST, WE DECIPED TO
COME TO THE TOWHN -

| Z
ﬁ“‘ TO HELFP ME.
il |

THEY SOON REACHED THE VILLAGE. SOME WERE
1AFPY TO SEF RAGHAL, '

OH!RAGHAV
BHAYYA I S0
YOu HAVE

RETURMNED.

YES, AND ==
ALIVE TOO, r:\ =
SPITE OF YOUR | &=

% caLLous
SRR BEHAVIOUR .




[ #AL H?’HFENEJF

LATER, RAGHAL TOLD £APHA| |45 soow AS HE COLLL , MAHINDRA Fods,
NE AN
ANE VASANT! ALL THAT QFF{J!-ETHNITH" 70 Tﬂfﬁ{' FL= HAEHNT.J’ ’

11;1:

MAHINLEA ,
| WouL
HAVE DIED.

T2 MAKE YOuU MINE.

N WE WILL SOOM BE /

7O SEE LASANTY -

RAGHAL.

A FEW LAYS LATER, SLIKHIYR HAPDENED TH.E EANDT DLLY HPPEEIH!SHEJ?

ISN'T THAT RAGHAVS '

PAUGHTER T | MUST

REMIND THE FPANDIT
= |0 SEE KAGHAV

I'M SORRY.
FUE PROMISED
MY DAUGHTER

TO MAHINDRA.




SUKHWWR'S FILATTERERS TERIED TO FERSUAPE FRAGHAY TO CHANGE HIS MIND.

E‘“ﬁw—_____ﬁ____ . [USEAND! /| |

ANY HIEED - s
SERVANT COULD v
HAVE DOME

WHAT MAHINDREA
LI FOR YOou.

BE
SENSIBLE . ,
YOUR GRAND- o )
CHILDREN WILL. gt
INHERIT VAST
WEALTH -

i\ | s
i ||I YIELD, MY
3 f ./ FATHER !

THINK OF THE
STATUS YOO WILL
@AIN BY HAVING

| .45 T SUKHVIR AS YOUR A
A s “5 SON—-IN—LAW. YOUR DALIGH-
i .nu‘u_pﬁm,i o TER WILL BE
' = LOADED WITH

GOLD ORMA-

iy ll..-_ 3.n :
£, “Pfl lt!, =
L] "y i"‘-‘ﬁq-,pl: . __




MEANWHILE , SUKHLE REDOUEBLED HIS |
EFFORTS T FLEASE RAGHAL .-

FLEASE PO MNOT
ALLOW YOURSELF
TO BE IMNFLUEMCED
BY sUKHWR'S

SUKHVIEY] SENDS Y
YO THESE 6IFTS
AS A TOKEN OF

HiS REGARD FOR

VASANT] SHALL
MARRY SUKHWVIR !

I WILL GO
v AWAY FROM THIS
‘\1 VILLAGE FOR

| Go0D. 1 HAVE.
]l MOTHIMNG LEFT Jf

&
?&?”L?aml‘irai' Wl Ly ] .‘E‘:’

”*ﬁ 1\%

. w
Kﬁ&»@ *%'%:%
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AS HE WAS ABOLT TO LEAVE —

MAHINDRA!
WaAIT! You ARE

fﬂaw CAN
| DISGRACE

THE ENTIEE

I CAN'T.

RAGHAVU BEFORE

VILLAGE £ NO»
MOTHER . ] WON'T.]

-']"..!F -

=

TOES MY DAUGHTER'S HAPPI- 3

MESS MEAM MOTHIMNG TO YOU ¢
SHE WILL SURELY DIE IF SHE 15

MAHINERA NO LONGER HAL ANY POLBTS . HE
WENT TO SEE THE VILLAGE CHIEF AND

ToLL

FORCED TO MARRY SUKHVIR.
L ONLY YOU CAN SAVE HER
AND YOU MUST.

b

- -WE WILL SUMMON

(5 (o e
=T AND RAGHAV
15 NOW GOING
! BACK ON HIS

THE FANCHAYAT.




AT THE FANCHAYAT —

.--AND HE
PROMISED TO
MAKE ME HIS ‘

f—‘;E-Sa ——

WHOM SHOULD
. WE BELIEVE ?

RAGHAVY » OF
COURSE | HE

) _ \ 12 0LD AND
/‘!?,-f;fg HONEST.

THIS. HE IS OLD,

/ | AM SORRY {
TO HAVE TO SAY

\Eui HDT_ HOMEST.

 HOW DARE vou
INSULT ME 2




PEACE! PEACE! TELL ME,
MAHINDRA . DO YOu HAVE
A WITNESS 2 DID ANY -
BODY HEAR RAGHAV
MAKE THE PROMISE &

[ D|D!TH‘|¥:
PROMISE WAS
MADE TO ME |




MAHINGRA SULPLCENLY REMEMBEEED SOMETHING.

DON’T LAUGH , GENTLEMEN ., ——— Ny § e
LORD GOPALA TOO = }_ :
MUST HAVE HEARD | P g L

RAGHAVJI'S / )‘ \“3
& .

LORD GOPALAT Y
THEM WHY DON'T |5
YOU ASK HIM To L0
COME HERE

AND TESTIFY.

THIS IS TOO MUCH

TO BEAR.BUT IF DIE

| MUST, | SHALL DIE

AT THE FEET OF
THE LORD.




THAT VERY PAY, MAHINDEA LEFT THE
it G2 VILLAGE FOR THE TEMPLE TOWN -

=

~=a

Qe

A Ry
¥ z..lr;? A
L Ty, et

= - _ ]
T el g g T e

WHEN HE REACHED THE TEMPLE SEAHALISTED ,
HE FELL ASLEEP ON THE STEFPS. -

= { LORD, PLEASE \‘i‘“ i
A =~ COME TO my ‘Q:\\\ S,
g8 i VILLAGE As my e

=i =R WITNESS. ONLY e

- IF YOou AGREE, X a

. > CAM VASANTI

| WILL COME,

MAHINDRA .YOou
WALK AHEAD.
| SHALL FOLLOW,
BUT You MUST j

NEVER LOOK

b




YOU WILL HEAR MY
ANKLETS TINKLING.
NOW , BEFORE WE
START, EAT THIS.

IF 1 PON’T, HOW
WILL | KNOW
THAT YOU ARE
FOLLOWING MES

W,

| : - e

T
Fe—er— e o e
-

Lol e -
i

- AND THEN WOKRE £,
REFREESHELD AND INVIGORATER




THE JOURNEY WAS LONG AND ARDUOUS. SOMETIMES, THERE WOLLD BE A MOUNTAIN

BUT AS MAHINDCRA LOOKED HELPLESSLY - IT WOULD PART,
AT [T+« [7TTr AND HE WOULD GO

EVEN THE RNVERS AND STREAMS
WL MAKE WAY -




..« BECAME SOFT FLOWERS
AND +« »

- == A5 COOL AS SANCALWOOL

_.,.f-.-"‘arﬁ”'dﬁ*!-

W M
s e




A FEW DAYS [ ATER, JUST WHEN | CANNOT HEAR THE
MAHINDRA WAS ABOUT TO REACH O\ TINKLE OF HIS ANKLETS.

HIS VILLAGE, HE FALSED. r"‘— HAS THE LORP
. — PESEETED ME 2

.
A

S %

I

HE TURENEL AROCUND TO LOOK AND THERE WAS THE LOBD —TURNED INTO

STONE .

a4 L, ) r- . i
R :

Fa




MAHINGEA REALISED THAT THE
TINKLE OF THE ANKLETS HAD
BEEN MUFFLED BECAUSE SAND

BUT THE IDOL REMAINED ROOTED
THE SFOT. [ =

AL 60T INTC THEM.

5 PARDON ME
FOR LOSING

g PLEASE FOLLOW
L oo, ME.

FAITH, O LORD. |

e

| MUST EUN AND

TELL EVERYBODY
ABOUT THIS.

SEE | THE
LORD HAS
%, COME |

l|.'.
b,

o .
G, T

ki &
--' i' =




THE VILLAGERS WERE WONPER —STRUCK WHEN THEY SAW THAT WHAT
MAHINDRA CLAIMED WAS TRUE . I

THE LORD HAS INDEED o5
COME TO BEAR WITNESS j/
AND VINDICATE HIS —

THE VHLAGE CHIEF CONFRONTED PAGHAL WAS CONTREITE.
~AcHAL - |

Do You STILL
DARE TO CALL
MAHINDEA A

"-” | HAVE
¥ SINNED.I DID
ﬂ! PROMISE TO
i MAKE THE
ORPHAN MY

SON-IN-LAW.




THIS TRUTHFUL BOY
AS MY SON.

THE VILIL AGE CHIEF EMBRACED WHO SAYS MAHINDRA '
MAHINLGEA . | iy 15 AN ORPHAN & ADOPT

LONGE LIVE
MAHINDRA |

RAGHAL SOLEHNT T EVEN IF yOu DID,
SLRH e, l | WOULDN'T HAVE
: THE COURAGE TO

: MARRY HER| THE
SUKHVIR, | CANNOT LORD HAS GIVEN

ACCEPT YOUR HER TO MAHINDRA.
PROPOSAL FOR .




FOR ALL,IT WAS A PAY OF GEEAT
WONDER ; FOR MAHINGEA AND

VASANTI ., A RAY OF @ EAT JOY.

NOTHING WILL EVER
COME IN OUR WAY NOW.

THE LOED HIMSELF
WANTS Us TO BE

VASANTY LOOKED EXTEREMELY
CHARMING AS A BEIDE.

[ THE WILLAGE CHIEF TOOK THE
PLACE OF MAMHINSEAS EATHER.

g T

FANDITUI!

WOULD You
arans ) ACT AS THE =
e sy PRIEST ©

IF MAHINDREA
AGREES, IT

wouULD BE THE
PROUDEST
MOMENT OF




[ marinverA OF coursE AGREED AND THE CEREMONY WAS SOON
FPEEFOBRYMED, f

Jl o2\ |22

AT A MEETING OF THE VILLAGEES , THE CHIEF FROPOSED THAT A TEMPLE BE BLLT
AROUND THE STONE MAGE OF BOFAL AND SINCE GOFAL HAD COME THERE AS A WIT—
NESS » HE BE CALLED SAKSHISOPAL". AND SINGE MAHINDEA BROUGHT HIM . HE SHOULD
BE THE FRIEST OF THAT TEMFPLE .ALL AGREED ANE MANINDEA AND VASANT! LIVED

s —
* GOPAL THE WTNESS. 3
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A unique 144-volume series (colour illustrated throughout)

ocutlining basic science.

UNDERSTANDING SCIENCE
starts with the assumption
that the reader need

have no familiarity with

even the simplest scientific
concept. Step by step

the fundamental laws are
made convincing and
believable, The technique

15 a happy combination

of "explanations by picture’,
and of controlled
vocabulary with the use

of familiar language.
Produced first in Britain,
the volumes are carefully
phased to enable the
reader to understand all
aspects of science.

This series is now being
madae available in
Hindi, Marathi and Gujarati

besides English. The
scholarship and simplicity
of the original English is
carafully maintained in tha
Indian languaga editions,

S Available at all booksellers or at:
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