


The Kathasaritsagara (The ocean of stories)
of Somadeva is really an abridged version

of that great treasure—the Brihatkatha. No

version of the Brihatkatha has come to us,

though we have many poems and plays in
Sanskrit which draw on it for themes.
The Kathasaritsagara, however, preserves,

though in a very terse form, this great

heritage. It abounds in tales of romance

and adventure in wondrous worlds up in

the sky, or in the bowels of the earth, or

on the bed of the ocean, peopled by

persons and semi-divine beings who deal

in magic as an everyday commodity.

The story of Shridatta (a gift of Shri, that
is Lakshmi) is adapted from one such tale.
Shridatta is a universal favourite as one
would expect a gift from the Goddess
Lakshmi to be.
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KALANEMI AND HIS WIFE LIVED IN THE CITY OF PATALIPUTRA.
THEY WERE VERY FPOOR.THEY HAD NO CHILDREN.




"

EVERYBODY SEEMS
TO HAVE LOTS
OF MONEY TO

A
SPEND, A=

CHILDREM
TO LOVE.

LET'S PRAY TO
SHRIDEVI TO GIVE
us CHILDREN
ANMD MONMEY,

SO THEY FERFORMED A SACRIFICE TO SHRIDEVI, THE GODDESS OF WEAL

e it




THE GODDESS AFPFEARED BEFORE THEM.

| AM PLEASED
WITH YOUul. YOUR
DESIKES SsHALL
BE FULFILLED.

SOON, A 8ON WAS BORN TO THEM. LET US CALL HIM SHRIDATTA
AS HE 1S A GIFT OF
SHRIDEVI.




SOON AFTER ' !l‘h;;" S I
THAT— 0% fﬁ} F_{:_ s,
" - .....I'I' e o |

| HAVE MADE
A BI& PROFIT
THIS MONTH.

IT IS ALL THE

GIFT OF
W SHRIDEVI.
i




HE GREW UIFP AS GO0D AS HE WAS TALENTED.

=
r SHEIDATTA

KALANEMI HAS BROLIGHT HE IS A
5 FORTUNATE . A HIM LLICK. GO0D AND

AFFECTIONATE
S,  BOY.

THE KING OF PATALIPUTRA HEARD OF SHEIDATTA . k
ALzl e ¥ A. KALANEMI AND SHEIDATTA WERE
THE COUIRT. L = Ej,,.‘ | WANT YOUR S0ON
; ' -1”: TO LIVE IN THE
! FALACE AS PRINCE
VIKRAMASHAKTIS

COMPANMNION.
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LEARMN FROM
SHRIDATTA , SONM.
BE STUDIOLIS
ANMD HUIMBLE

LIKE HIM,

;‘!L. .

EVERYONE =}
_ PRAISES SHRIDATTA. &
\lh FATHER LIKES HIM e
%}, MORE THAN ME. i)




SHRIDATTA MADE MANY FRIENDS AT COLIRT—

/ | WisH SHRIDATTA \ 52
WERE OUR |

PRINCE.

o j D o Cii? /

,}.ﬁ

P A= > HE 1S AS
COURTEOUS AS

VIKRAMASHAKTI
/ IS RUDE.

ALL THIS MADE
VIKRAMASHAKTI
VEALOUIS OF
SHREIDATTA.

ONE OF THESE
DAYS I'LL GET
EVEN WITH
HIM.

VS | wouLD eive
MY LIFE FOR.
i SHRIDATTA.

A FEW DAYS LATER SHRIDATTA AND HIS
FRIENDS WERE NEAR THE RIVER

TAKE CARE,
SHRIDATTA .
WE'LL WAIT TILL







THE NEXT MORNING—

’ WHY ARE 5T DOWN AND
THEY | WILL TELL YOu
WEEPING? EVERY THING.




|
| AM AN ASURA PRINCESS —

THE GRANDDALIGHTER OF
THE MIGHTY BALI.

“WHEN LORD VISHNU DEFEATED |
MY GRANDFATHER , BY .
. STEPPING ON HIS HEAD...

?

! " HE DROVE us
Vi owr oF TRipura” [
=% :

GLIARDS THE GATE
cry.

<+ THAT LIOMN CAN BE
KILLED OMNLY BY
~ s A STROMNG

NN
On 7
- - i




THE VERY NEXT DAY SHERIDATTA
FOUGHT THE LION.

SHOULD KILL
HiMm,

INTO A*YAKSHA.

TO HIS SURFRISE THE LION TLIRNED

| AM GRATEFUL TO
YOU, SHEIDATTA.

YOU HAVE RELEASED
ME FROM A CLIRSE.

57 THIS SWORD
IS CALLED
. MRIGANKAKA.

WITH IT, You
WiILL ALWAYS

RYAKSHAS ARE SEMI-DIVINE BEINGS, OF WHOM KUBERA WAS THE LORD.
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THEN IT WAS THE TURN OF THE ASURA FRINCESS TO EXFPRESS HER GRATITUDE.

TAKE THIS
MAGIC

IT HAS THE POWER. TO
WIFE OUT THE
EFFECTS OF

NOW | REALLY
MLIST GET

ENTEE THIS WELL .%YOU
WILL FIND YOURSELF IN
THE GANGA,AT THE PLACE

-| WHERE YOUu JUMF’E .
) )

N SQ 4

USHS =



/ SHRIDATTA HAS BEEN | t HE MAY BE IN
AWAY FOR 50O LOMNG! | DANGER...OR

WHAT COoUuLD HAVE ' \ EVEN DEAD.

l ._r._:._ -:,: --. - |

i , s ., ;
| J ]I(\ ‘- :'I 5 "|"1. - _::_:_ \ ._'I. '|.‘|.:u - e

VUST THEN A VOICE waé N ‘\ N/\!

SHRIDATTA

L d-.'n.'ﬁ.*h."-l."'}.. o W™

IS ALIVE! o
HE WiLL 500N

~%  BE WITH YOU. §
7/

ANXIOLIS TO GIVE SHEIDATTA'S PARENTS THE 6O0OD
NEWS, THEY RUISHED TOWARDS THE CITY,. BUT ON

THE/IR WAY THEY WERE =)
STOFFED BY FRIENDS.

/@o TO UJJAIN, I’LL
HIDE MEAR THE RIVER

AND BRING :
SHRIDATTA YN

TO You. £PR
"
| 'E:' ¥

THE KING DIED YESTERDAY.
VIKRAMASHAKTI HAS KILLED
SHRIDATTA’S PARENTS AND
15 NOW LOOKING FOR. YOU.,




WHEN SHIRIDATTA CAME OUT OF THE GANGA —

WHERE ARE THE
OTHERS ?

SHH ! COME
QUIETLY INTO
THE woOoDs AND H
I’LL TELL You.
ITS A LONG
STORY,

SHEIDATTA WAS HOREIFIED
WHEN HE HEARD THE NEWS,

’LL. AVENGE
MY PARENTS
WITH
MRIGANKAKA, ,
MY DIVINE ()
SWORD., f{ ":"ﬁ

|
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LETS FIRST
GO0 TO UJLJAIN
WHERE THE
OTHERS ARE
WAITING .

AT UAAIN— | YOU ARE ALWAYS
MOODY,

SHRIDATTA,

| HAVE REASON '{:]
EMNOUGH . MY
FARENTS HAVE
BEEN KILLED AND
| HAVE NOT YET
AVEMNGED THEIR
MURDER,

LET'S &O TO THE
FAIR. IT WILL
CHEER. YOU UP,




AT THE FAIR— . /5HE 1S F‘EIN_EEEE T HE WANTS HER TO o

7 MRIGANKAVATI,THE [T 7 MARRY A RICH AND
WHQ 19 THAT \ ONLY CHILD POWERFLIL PRIMNCE.

&%\ LOvELY GIRL? A OF OUR ONE FIT TO BECOME

N KING. _HI® HEIR.

bl
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AL "t '.I'_E" - e oy
THE PRINCESS HAS BEEN Y19
BITTEN BY A SNAKE. 75 N

THE PRINCESS wids ik
CARRIED AWAY TO A [l =8
HUT NEAR BY. R

| WE WAITING
A FOR THENP?

il $
2




THEY HURRIED TO THE HUT WHERE THE PRINCESS WAS LAID OUT.

B ALAS ! MY MISTRESS SN ( 5T ME IN! I cAN
IS5 COLD AND . REVIVE
STILL. k)

" THERE 15 NO HOPE.
BUT LET HIM TRY.

AS SHRIDATTA PUT THE RING ON HER FINGER THE PRINCESS SLOWLY
PEGAINED WY
BVSCIOUSNESS, WHAT 1S5 THE MATTER €

“ ' ) WHO 15 THIS a

et =
¥ HE SAVED
YOUR LIFE. YOU

WERE BITTEN
£\ BY A SNAKE.




SHRIDATTA AND
THE PRINCESS
GAZED LONG

MY SAVIOUR !
| OWE MY
LIFE TO You,

AT EACH OTHEE .

HOW BEALUITIFUL
SHE 15! | wisH
SHE WERE MINE.

e i, )
WHAT 1S HAPPENING

' HERE? HOW 1S
MRIGANKAVATI ©

RIGHT NOW,
FATHER. .

SHE WAS BITTEN BY
A SNAKE. THIS

MAN HAS JUST
REVIVED HEE..

I'LL SEE THAT YOU ARE
PROPERLY REWARDED,
MY SOM !

| DON’T WANT A

REWARD. | AM
GLAD | WAS

THERE IN TIME.,




NS SHEIDATTA AN HIS FRIENDS WALKED ﬁl’lﬁ =

MIND YOUR STEP. WHAT ) J v
ARE YOU THINKING OF 2 _//of ‘{' QE th;

| JUST EEMEMBERED...

... HAVE SHALL |
FORGOTTEN - 5, FETCH ITZ
MY RING w . \

THERE, I ' "i

DONMT. IT WILL GIVE
SHREIDATTA AN EXCLISE
TO MEET HER AGAIN,

SIR, YOU LEFT YOUR
PRECIOUS RING
BEHIMD., MY MISTRESS
WOUILD LIKE TO

A . RETURMN IT

| WILL WAIT
FOR HER THIS
EVENING IN THE
OLD TEMPLE
OUTSIDE THE




THAT EVENING WHEN THEY MET —

& | LOVE You,
|  MRIGANKAVATI.
WILL YOu

MARRY ME?

THAT NIGHT—

SHRIDATTA, YOU MUST BE

SO THAT PEOPLE WON'T

_ CONMNECT YOU WITH
% MRIGANKAVATI'S
DISAPPEARANCE.

MY FATHER WiLL_T:
NEVER. AGREE . HE
WANTS ME TO
MARRY A RICH

AND POWERFUL
PRINCE.

THEN COME
AWAY
WITH ME.




MRIGANKAVATI'S DISAPPEARANCE CREATED A STIR THE NEXT MORNING.

\ SHE CAN'T GO FAR. Y| DO YOU THINK SHE

THE KIN® HAS WILL BE ABLE TO ELUDE "%
ORDERED HIS ]\ THEM € WHERE CAMN
SOLDIERS TO /= SHE _HIDE?

FIND HER. e — G
. '5*,11:_..'-- : X - y o :

YOU ARE THE MAN
WHO SAVED HER

LIFE,AREN'T

OMN A VISIT TO SEE
THE PLACE AND
WAS HERE IN
TIME TO BE
OF SERVICE.

19
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-~ SO0ON BE
| EVERYOMNE THINKS ey WITH
HAVE GONE TO = o ~7 MRKDANKAVATI,
HA r.m IPUTRA... & :

HEN HE RODE LIP TO HIS FRIENDS — | SOME HORSEMEN
P e BE\ ATTACKED US, THEY
s WHAT'S THE i}@{ ""“? \:"" TOBK OUR HORSES

MATTER < H.F"ILJ'

.-""

J.r

6O AFTER WHAT | : ff DON'T WORRY
THEM ! RESCUE | SRR ABOUT -~ ) ABOUT LIS,
- 7 ¥ . 60. HURRY !




AH ! THERE 60O THE
VILLAINS,

SHEIDATTA SOON CALIGHT LIP WITH THE HORSEMEN.

e/ --“wr .y
\‘II'F . ':.-|I &
o \x 'b.,-' \ !

g_.r
A “-u %

; ~.=-"-'.'h- _‘%m\ A
Y MY DIVINE
SWORD WILL
NEVER FAIL
ME.

| THOLUIGHT
YOU WOuULD
NMEVER. COME.




ON THE RETURN JOURNEY —

THEY TRIED S0
HARD TO
PROTECT ME.

| CANNOT WALE..
| AM TIRED
AND THIRSTY.

AFTER THEY HAD COVERED
SOME DISTANCE ~ |

OLIR. HORSE 15 TIRED.
WE MUST DISMOLINT
AND LET HIM REST.

POOR FELLOW! HE
D HIS BEST. .
WE MUST WALKE. NOW.J

IT HAS BEEN TOO
MUCH FOR YOWU.
e KEST HERE WHILE

B | FIND WATER.




DO NOT 60
FAK.| AM
FRIGHTENED.

b" SN,

S 7“:&

S

NN
R 'H{ﬁ' vl

Jull A

(Y NS | MUST MARK THE

25 O3] WAY CAREFULLY,
r +SA ¥ THE FOREST IS

P\ GETTING DENSER

- b AND | MIGHT

- . GET LOST,

%

WY

SHIZIDATTA AT LAST FOUND WATER . ON HIS WAY 8ACK —

BY THAT§ BOTH LOOK. ALIKE.
T'HE LI®HT HAS CHAMNGED,

AND | CAN'’T DISsTINGUISH
THEM.

[ DID | COME BY THIS TREE OR




IT'e GETTING DARK..
’LL CLIMB THIS
TREE. MAYBE | CAN
SEE HER FROM
UP THERE .

3

i

TO WAIT

MOENING,
MAY &OD PROTECT MY

POORE MRIGANEAVATI




COMES WHAT
WHAT COULD HAVE SHALL | m?

BN HAPPENED TO HIm?
L WHY ISN'T HE

WHAT IS THAT
MNOISEY 1S IT
A LION?

DON'T BE
AFRAID,
LADY !




600D SIR,
PLEASE

TAKE ME
AWAY

WHO F'RE‘ |

YOUFwHY
ARE YOU
HERE

ALONE €

(

:

MY HUSBAND WENT TO | COME ! PLL TAKE YOU
FETCH WATEE. .HE MLUIST TO MATHURA. IT 1S NOT
HAVE LOST HIS WAY. FAR FROM HERE.
HELISINOT BACK o
“YET.

XITSIDE THE CITY OF MATHLIRA — BUT HOW S
WILL My
THE-PRIME "MINISTER SHRIDATTA
IS A 600D MAM.WE'LL FIND ME?
GO TO HIS HOUSE. PERHAPS
THEY WILL TAKE | SHOULDMNT
HAVE

CARE OF YOU.

COME
AWAY,




S 'L 60 BAck TomOorRrRow Y YOU ARE VERY
I AND TELL HIM YOU B\ KIND,SIR.,
ARE HERE., gl
g -
| I . A 3
ol TN
\ . o W L
~ — —

THE HUNTER LEFT MRIGANIKAVATI IN
THE PRIME MINISTER'S HOUWSE AND
BETUEBNED TO THE FOREST.

SHEIDATTA TOO, WAS ON HIS
WAY BACK.

B THI5 15 WHERE | FOUND
A, HER. | WILL WAIT

BY DAYLIGHT, THE
WAY 19 50 CLEAR.
-THIS IS THE PLACE.

ARE YOU
SHRIDATTA € 3
5 ek 1) Mu-
. 5‘ "'I:r'.'_.p' -."-
| AM. WHO %
ARE YOU § HOW

DO YOU ENOW
MY NAMEEZ

o i
-

- B - -




‘.' 5 - e ?-mn .
| < f ﬁ.ﬂ ) ,;‘ I'M A HUMNTER.
;. ;- | FOUND YOUR

__,_,_,,— - WIFE HERE, ALONE
[ AT NIOHT,
5H|\.-EE|H=:::-

K WITH

FRIGHT.,

S

\\\\ ,—«-:..f-ﬂi : iﬂf}

¥ | TOOK HER TO THE THANK &OD SHE
HOUSE OF THE PRIME ' B 15 SAFE.I'LL 6O
by MIMNISTER. OF MATHLIRA. . TO MATHURA,




WHEN THEY BEACHED THE PPME MINISTER'S
HOUSE — ~g
o r
: MOTHER.!
THIS I8

‘&! } MY LORD.

COME .| MUST TELL THE PRIME
| MINISTER. AND HIS WIFE THAT
YOUVE RETURNED. THEY HAVE

.
3 "t\\_

T

SHRIDATTA,
THE SON OF

- I
-.-[]p -~

-

(oL A

s




KALANEMI ! YOUIR
FATHER. IS MY
BROTHER .WE

HAVE NOT
SEEN EACH
OTHER
SINCE | LEFT
HOME TO
SEEK. MY
FORTUNE .
HOW 1S HE#

ALAS' E'E'THH
MOTHER.

| AND HE WERE

KILLED

600D BROUGHT YOU HERE TO | WE HAD NO CHILDREMN. N
ME ., YOU SHALL BE MY HEIR NOW | HAVE TWO — A 50N
AND MARRY MRIGANKAVATI. AND A DPALIGHTER..

NOW | MUST GO ‘?
TO FIND MY
GOOD FRIENDS
IN PATALIPUTRA.

AND
| SHALL
TAKE
MEIGANKAVATI
TO HER FATHER.
| HE MUIST BE
“A SO LINHAPPY.,




MBIGANKAVATT WENT WITH HER UNCLE AND AUNT TO WUAAIN.

DALIGHTER -IN- L AW. J SN DID

| AM THE PRIME MIMISTER OF j | AM S0 RELIEVED
MATHLUIRA. MRIGANKAVATI 15 MY = = TO SEE YOU . WHY
YOU RUN AWAY?

N

YOU MUST CHALLENGE
VIKEAMASHAKTI.

WE'LL MAKE YOU
THE KING OF - WILL BE
PATALIPUTRA. : -y

THE KiNG OF MATHUEA

~

ON OUR sIDE,

YOU CAN DEPEND
ON THAT.

PLL COLLECT AN ARMY
AND WE WILL ATTACK
PATALIPUTRA.




A TERRIBLE BATTLE WAS FOUGHT OUTSIDE FATALIPUTRA , IN WHICH...

PARENTS'
ot DEATH
PARN AT LAST.

S PATALIPLITRA AND REIGINED HAPPILY
s THERE WITH MRIGANKAVATY,

SHREIDATTA BECAME KING OF

T I e, s
R T ; i siichiielll Y
= E\," ___._-_ r.l_ r'-_- — AT
o, e i




each

/AMARN

'
\KATHA /

Give your child a gift he'll treasure
forever—the gift of his own heritage
in these specially designed

BUMPER ISSUES

containing three

Amar Chitra Katha titles :

1.Talas of Hanuman
2. Tales of Birbal
3. Tales from the
Panchatanira
i, Tales of Buddha
6. Tales of the Mothar
Goddess
6. The sons of Shiva
7 Adventures of Krishna
B. Tales from the
Hitopadesha
8. Tha Graat Ranas of Mawar
10. Talas of Humour
11. The sons of the
Pandavas

I__
A PANCHATANTRAR.
x : b ot cmd e wor dmss ] Wil RS

. TALES FROM THE

FACHATNT RN

12. Davotaas of Viahnu
13. Jatakn talasz
= Animal Stories
14. Poet Saints of North-Indin
16. Ramakrishna
Paramahansa & his tales
18. Talas from tha
Mahabharata
17.Tales of Gujarat
18. Valiant kings of
Anciant India
19. Folktales of Bangal
20" Heroes of the
Mahabharata \
£1. The three Gurus

Distributed by
INDIA BOOK HOUSE

2. Talas of Revolutionaries
Z3. Men who fought for

Indepandence-1.
24. Great sons of Bengal
25. Tales of Valiant Queens.
28.Tales of Krishna
27.Tales of Love and Davotion
28. Exploits of Arjuna
29, Tales of indra
30. Buddhist Legonds
31.The Grest Mughals-1
32.The Great Mughals-il
33:Heroas of Punjab
34. Tales of Sanjeevani.
35. Legends of Orissa

Rs. 12/- each
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