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SUBHADRA

BELOVED SISTER OF KRISHNA AND BALARAMA
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THE ART.

SUBHADRA WAS THE BELOVED SISTER OF KRISHNA AND BALARAMA . BALARAMA,
UNSURFASSED IN WIELDING THE MACE , TALIGHT MANY PRINCES
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BHEEMA, THE PANDAVA, AND HIS
COUSIN DURYODHANA , THE
KAURAVA WERE THE BEST PUFILS.

OF THE TWO,
DLIRYODHANA WAS
HIS FAVOURITE.

BHEEMA HAS STRENGTH ;
BUT DURYODHANA HAS M
THE SKILL. ‘

HE CAN NEVER BE;Q
DEFEATED IN A &
DUEL . SUBHADRA
SHALL WED
HIM WHEN
SHE COMES




WHEN THE COUSING GREW UP,
YUDHISHTHIRA , THE ELDEST PANDAVA,
WAS FROCLAIMED THE HEIR
APPARENT.

THE JEALOUS DURYODHANA
TRIED TO BURN THE/W ﬁLIVE
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BUT THE PANDAVAS AND
THEIR MOTHER KUNTI
ESCAPED AND WENT
INTO HIDING AS
BRAHMANS.

PANCHALA IN A SWH YH/VI VHE‘R

WHILE THEY WERE IN HIDING ,ARJUNA, THE
PANDAVA WON DRALIPADI!, THE PRINCESS OF
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HE AND HIS BROTHERS

LED HER HOME.

SEE WHAT Ry

{ MOTHER!
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Y WHATEVER Wi

IT 159, 5HARE [§
IT EQUALLY. 4




S50 DRAUPADI HAD 7O BE WIFE TO ALL FIVE OF THEM.SOON AFTERWARDS
HALF THEIR KINGDOM WAS RESTORED TO THEM AND THEY RETURNED
WITH DRAUPADI AND MOTHER KUNTI, TO REIGN OVER IT.

|

WE MUST HELP

SHE WILL HAVE
HER QUT.

TO BE CAREFUL
ABOUT NOT
LETTING ANY
ONE OF Us
FEEL HURT,
NEGLECTED
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THE PRINCES CAME TO AN AGREEMENT.

SHOULD ONE OF US BREAK

WHEN DRAUPADI 1S ALONE WITH
THIS RULE, HE MUST GO

ANY ONE OF US NONE OF THE

OTHERS SHOULD INTRUDE. . INTO EXILE FOR 12 YEARS.
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ONE DAY, DRALUPADI WAS ALONE
WITH YUDHISHTHIRA .

JUST THEN A BRAHMAN CAME
RUNNING TO ARJLINA.

O PANDAVA! THIEVES
ARE DRIVING AWAY

MY CATTLE.
HELP! HELP!

MY WEAPONS ARE

([ IN YUDHISHTHIRA’S
ROOM.AND DRAUPADI

' 19 WITH HIMm.,

O PANDAVA, WHY
DO YOU HESITATE?S
THE THIEVES WILL
ESCAPE! IT 1S YOUR
DUTY TO PROTECT ME.

IF | BREAK THE RULE AND
DISTURB THEM, | WILL
HAVE TO BEAR THE
CONSEQUEMCES.




HE 1S RIGHT.
I AM DUTY-
BOUND TO
HELP HIM.

ARJUNA DECIDED TO BREAK THE
RULE.HE RUSHED INTO THE ROOM...

... GRABBED THE WEAPONS...
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W AND RUSHED OUT, THE BRAHMAN
WAS WAITING FOR HIM,

YOUR CATTLE
SHALL BE
RESTORED TO
YOU.LET US

GO0.




ARJIUNA RESTORED THE CATTLE TO THE BRAHMAN, AND RETURNED TO
YUDHISHTHIRA .

| BROKE THE RULE.
| AM READY TO GO
AWAY FOR TWELVE

NO, BELOVED
BROTHER!

| FORGIVE YOU.

. T o —
' /A RULE 15 A RULE.\{
- |{ | HAVE BROKEN IT. |l

A | WILL TAKE MY ‘
N\ PUNISHMENT. _4

AS ARJUINA SET OUT, HE
WONDERED WHERE HE
SHOULD 60 AND WHAT
HE SHOULD DO. AT LAST-

[ WILL VISIT ALL
THE HOLY
PLACES ONE
BY ONE.
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DURING THE COURSE OF HIS PILOGRINAGE , HE REACHED PRABHASA
NEAR DWARAKA.

IT 1S SAID THAT
BALARAMA WILL
HAVE NO ONE BUT

DURYODHANA

KRISHNAS
SISTER.

HE WENT UP CLOSER.

IT’S A SHAME .IT WERE
BETTER IF THE ALLIANCE
WERE WITH THE
PANDAVAS.
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AND RIGHT THERE ARJUNA
MADE A LVOW 7O HIMSELF.

HE DISGUISED HINMSELF AS A
SANYAS!.

AND SO
SHALL IT
BE. | SHALL
WIN THE
FAIR
SUBHADRA.

THIS TRIDENT
19 THE SYMBOL
OF RENUN-
CIATION.

BALARAMA
WILL NEVER
SUSPECT
WHO

THIS CITY FOR A

FULL SEASON =
AND WIN THE
FAIR ONE.. =
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IN THIS GARE ARJUNA ENTERED DWARAKA. |4l LU - L At
THE RAINS WILL SOON /f ﬁ\

BE HERE.THAT SHALL BE A I

MY EXCUSE TO LINGER IN { = ¢




THE CITIZENS SAW THE SANYASI AND CAME TO FPAY HIM THEIR RESPECTS.
ONE DAY BALARAMIA FASSED THAT WAY.
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WHAT 15 THE
COMMOTION

ITIS A
SANYASI,
SIR.ME
HAS COME
FROM A
DISTANT

LAND.

BALARAMA 6OT DOWN FROM HIS CHARIOT AND WALKED UP TO THE SANYASI.
THE MOMENT HE SAW ARJUNA, HE TOOK AN INSTANT LIKING TO HIM.
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HOW HANDSOME,
NOBLE AND STRONG
HE LOOKS ! HE 15
NO ORDINARY
RECLUSE.




O HOLY ONE, | WOULD
FEEL HIGHLY HONOURED IF
YOU CAME TO MY PALACE
AND ALLOWED ME TO
ENTERTAIN YOU THERE.

FOR ONE WHO HAS RENOUNCED
THE WORLD,THE VILLAGE AND

THE PALACE ARE THE SAME.
I ACCEPT YOUR
INVITATION .

—

ARJUNA WAS ELATED BY THIS
TURN OF EVENTS.

INSIDE THE FALACE ARJLINA WAS
IMMEDIATELY RECOGNISED BY KRISHNA.

IT WILL BE FAR EASIER w\
FOR ME TO ACHIEVE MY
OBJECT FROM WITHIN

THE PALACE.

DOOOOM peAR ARJLNA!
HERE € BUT...
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HE WAS ABOUT TO TALK TO HIM WHEN ARJUNA SILENCED HIM WITH A WINK.

ARJUNA OBVIOUSLY
DOES NOT WANT TO

JE;.:; 5
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BE RECOGNISED.

KRISHNA TOOK THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY
7O QUESTION ARJUNA.

WHEN DID YOU
COME 2 WHY
HAVE YOU COME
ALONE 2 AND

IN THIS GARBC
WHERE ARE
THE OTHERS?




ARVUNA TOLD HIM EVERYTHING . AS HE WAS ABOUT TO FINISH, A
DAZZLING BEAUTY WITH HER BEVY OF MAIDS WALKED FAST THEM.

A GODDESS |
INCARNATE !
WHO 15
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SUBHADRA TOO WAS ATTRACTED
BY THE RECLUSE.

A SANYASI !
BUT HOW VALIANT
|5 HIS BEARING.
| WOULD GLADLY
BECOME HIS. BUT
| DARE NOT THINK
OF SUCH THINGS.




ARJVUNA KEPT STARING AFTER HER.

WHO CAN RESIST THE
CHARMS OF SUCH A
TO BECOME MY
WIFE,ALL PROSPERITY

WOULD BE MINE,

.

TELL ME,KRISHNA,
HOW CAN | WIN

| WILL DO ANYTHING
FOR HER.I WILL
ACHIEVE  WHATEVER
SHE WANTS ME
TO IF ONLY SHE




FOR HIS S5ISTER.

KRISHNA WAS DELIGHTED. HE FREFERRED ARJUNA TO DURYODHANA

IF SHE 19 WILLING,
WHY DON'T YOU
RUN AWAY

WITH HER?

WOULD
THAT BE
PROPER?

YES.A BRAVE
KSHATRIYA MAY
ABDUCT A GIRL

TO MARRY HER.

AS THE DAYS PASSED, ARJUINA OFTEN SAW SUBHADRA BUT HAD NO
CHANCE TO FIND OUT WHAT SHE THOUGHT. THEN ONE DAY —

MY HEART BELONGS
TO THE HANDSOME
RECLUSE. BUT
WHAT WILL | TELL
MY BROTHER /)
WHILE REFUSING / P
DURYODHANAY |
THAT | HAVE
LOST MY HEART TO
OMNE WHO HAS
RENOUNCED
THE WORLDC

YOU ARE

TRAPPED.

you HAD

BETTER

ACCEPT P/
THE 2/

KAURAVA. ~




THIS CONFESSION WAS ALL ARJVUNA THEN MET KRISHNA AND
THAT ARJUNA NEEDED., TOLD HIM WHAT HE HAD OVERHEARD.

|
GSTO%DdHTSmeQ,@T BUT | MUST GET (" THAT 15 EASY.
el YUDHISHTHIRA’S | WILL SEND
CONSENT AND A MESSENGER
APPROVAL BEFORE TO HIM
| ACT. STRAIGHTAWAY.

A FEW DAYS LATER THE MESSENGER RETURNED AND BROUGHT THE
REPLY ARJUNA SOUGHT. KRISHNA GAVE HIM THE NEWS.
LRI 1 <

YUDHISHTHIRA
HAS AGREED
THAT OUR PLAN
15 PROPER FOR
A KSHATRIVA.

I HAD NO

DOUBT THAT
HE wWOULD.




ARJUNA WAS NOW READY TO ACT.

WHERE 15 SHE HAS
SUBHADRAZ B GONE TO

| WILL CARRY HER | WILL HAVE THE
OFF FROM THERE. / CHARIOT READY.
6GOOD LUCK.




AS SOON AS THE CHARIOT WAS READY ARJUNA SET OUT TO TAKE HIS BRIDE.,

MEANWHILE SUBHADRA HAVING WORSHIFPED THE DEITIES, WAS ON HER
WARY TO THE PALACE.

OF WHAT USE ARE MY
PRAYERS 2 COULD |
EVER BECOME THE
WIFE OF ONE WHO
HAS RENOUNCED
THE WORLD?

., 0o




SUDDENLY , SHE SAW A CHARIOT APPROACHING IN THE DISTANCE .

THE RECLUSE 2 DRESSED
IN ARMOUR AND ﬁ/
BRANDISHING A SWORD?
IN MY BROTHER’S v/
CHARIOT %




.. AND RODE OFF,

—

HELP! SUBHADRA HAS BEEN CARRIED
AWAY! HELP]!







THEY POURED IIY FRON ALL DIRECTIONS AND TOOK THEIR PLACES IN THE
COURTROOM. - >
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AND THAT 15 X ,
HOW THE RECLUSE Yl A
HAS REPAID 7

OUR
\ HOSPITALITY.




LOUD WAS THE UPROAR WHEN THEIR CHARIOTS, ARMOLIR AND
STANDARDS WERE BEING /95SE/VJBLED
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YOU SENSELESS
MEN. WHAT ARE YOu
DOING? HAVE YOU
CONSULTED KRISHNAS
HE WILL TELL
us WHAT TO DO.
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O KRISHNA,

HOW CAN You

REMAIN CALM
WHEN QUR

HELPLESS SISTER

IS IN THE
CLUTCHES OF
A wWILY

RECLLISE €

THAT WAS NO RECLUSE.
IT WAS ARJUNA,
THE PANDAVA.

; ARJUNA, THE YES! AND
S PANDAVA € S IT WAS NO
L . S ABDUCTION

//» EITHER.

VY " 4 IT WAS A
Al e .‘ #l { MARRIAGE .
D i - ¥\~ SUBHADRA’S
H ‘ o INNERMOST

i RARCE / WISHES




BUT | HAD AGAINST HER

DECIDED TO WISHES Z ARJUNA
GIVE HER TO KNEW THIS, AND
DURYODHANA. BEHAVED AS A

ATRIVA SHOULD.
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WE HAD BETTER
ACCEPT IT AND
NOT INTERFERE.
HE 15 INVINCIBLE

IN BATTLE .IF WE
GIVE CHASE AND

ARE DEFEATED

BY HIM,WE WILL
LOSE FACE!
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THEN WHAT
SHOULD

i
?l‘“‘ ﬁ“
\ GO AFTER THEM.
CONGRATULATE
THEM . ASSURE
THEM OF OUR
APPROVAL AND
BRING THEM
BACK. THERE 19
NO DISGRACE
INIT.




THEY 5O0ON CAME UPON A STATIONARY CHARIOT. ARJUNA AND
SUBHADRA WERE RESTING UNDER THE SHADE OF A TREE.

BALARAMA WALKED UUIP TO THEM.
WE HAVE COME TO P~
TAKE You Back.You i
SHALL MARRY

SUBHADRA IN J
OUR CITY. \







THEN LEAVING SUBHADRA IN THEIR CHAMBER , ARJUNA WENT TO DRALFADI,

DRAUFPADI,
I’VE
RETURNED.

WHY ARE YOU
WASTING YOUR TIME
HERE?Z (GO TO THAT
“YADAVA GIRL .
A SECOND TIE
ALWAYS WEAKENS
THE FIRST.

ARIUNA TRIED TO FACIFY HER. BUT DRALUIFADI WOULD NOT SOFTEN,

AND ARJUNA WENT OUT OF THE ROOM,

I HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN
YOU EVEN FOR A
DAY. PLEASE , DRAUPADI,
LOOK AT ME.
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HE RETURNED TO SUBHADRA.

WHAT DID SHE SAY?

BUT SUBHADRA LOOKED EVEN
LOVELIER AND ALMOST TOOK
ARJUNA’S BREATH AWAY.

NEVER MIND. CHANGE
YOUR CLOTHES.
WEAR THE
SIMPLE
GARB OF

COME.LET U% 60O AND PAY OUR

RESPECTS TO MY MOTHER.

| KNOW
MOTHER KUNT!
HAS ALWAYS
LOVED ME,

THEY WENT
TO KUNTI'S
CHAMBER .

DRAUPADI 2 SHE MUST
PAY HER RESPECTS TO
HER ELDER
SISTER.

HAVE YOU TAKEN HER TO

‘K/ES, MOTHER.

| labne

PLL TAKE HER. /




SUIBHADRA ENTERED.

ﬁm vour

| SHALL WAIT
OUTSIDE , YOU
GO FIRST.ILL
FOLLOW LATER.

MAID, ELDER
| SISTER.IWILL
“8 DO WHATEVER

DRAUPADI WAS MOVED AND ASHAMED. SHE ROSE HASTILY FROM HER
CoUCH AND EMBRACED SUBHADRA.

WELCOME , MY

SISTER. LET OUR
HUSBAND BE

EVER




WHICH OF THE ACKs HAVE Y ILL NOT READ?
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the Epics and the Puranas
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SUBHADRA

Balarama is sure that Duryodhana, the Kaurava prince, with his skill
in wielding the mace will be the ideal husband for his sister,
Subhadra. The princess , however, loses her heart to a handsome

recluse who visits their palace. Little does she know that he is none
other than the Pandava prince, Arjuna, and that he reciprocates her
feelings. It is left to her other brother,Krishna, to understand the
situation and solve the dilemma.

OTHER ACK EPICS & MYTHOLOGY:

BRAVEHEARTS INDIAN CLASSICS FABLES & HUMOUR

Buy online at www.amarchitrakatha.com

ISBN 81-8482-226-X

“Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribufe to India’s rich cultural heritage. These books
have been an integral part of my children’s early years, as they have been for many
other families across India. Comics are a great way of reaching out o children, inculcat-
ing reading habifs and driving their quest fo learn more about our roofs."

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS
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