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VISHWAKARMA , THE COSMIC
ARCHITECT, HAD A
DAUGHTER CALLED

SANUNA.
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THE CHILD PLAYEDP ALL DAY IN THE

KAYS
HARDLY
SEEM TO
AFFECT

\\1

& SURYA SEEMS
el TO© FASCINATE

SHE CAME INTO
THE HOUISE ONLY

WHEN THE SUIN

| HAVE
'OBSERVED




AS SANUNA GREW UIP, HER LOVE FOR
THE SPLENDOUR OF THE SUN

INCREASED.,

| ENVY YOU. T
You wiLlL HAVE

SLURYA'S WARMTH
ALL YOLIR LIFE,

AS FOR ME,
| SHALL
HAVE TO GET
MARRIEDP

BUIT HER THOUWGHTS WEKE

RUIDELY INTERRUPTED. f’;:;.“\
ARE YOU
AREN'T YOU THINKING
COMING TO 50 PEEPLY
THE SWING Y ABOUT 2

COME
TELL UIS.

| WAS WONDPERING

HOW LONG | WOouLDP
BE ABLE TO

REVEL IN SURYA'S
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ALMOST
DARK. AND

! AS LONG
AS THERE
ARE
SWINGS
IN THE
GARDPEN |

THE NEXT DAY
WSHWAKARMA TOOK
HIS DAUGHTER OUT
ON AN ELEPHANT
RIDE
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NO LOMNGER
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FATHER !
LOOK! SUIRYA
THE MOST
GLORIOUS
OF THE
CELESTIALS'

wouLpP
APAY) YOU LIKE

" TO HAVE
ﬂh-"_'” ﬁ.{ﬁ SURYA

S FOR YOUR

WSHWAKARMA AFFROACHED BUT WHAT
SURYA WITH HIS PAUIGHTER. | | POES
! SAMNJMNA

| SHALL BE ONLY TOO
GLAD TO WED YOUR
FAIR DAUGHTER. _«filé

MY FATHER
HAS SPOKEMN
MY WILL.
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VIBHWAKARMA DREW
SANUNA ASIPE.

THINK. WELL.
ARE YOU SURE
YOU WILL BE

ABLE TO BEAR
HIS BRILLIANCE
IN ALL SEASONST

WHERE 19 MOTHER?

SHE
AWAITS




THE DAY OF THE WEDDING SOON DPAWNED. |
AS THE BRIDE WAS BEING ADORNED - .

NEEDP ,_
PROTECTION

AN FROM SURYA'S
: M GLANCES! ME?

LET ME PARKEN Y
YOUR EYES, YOU | e
WILL NEEDP S |
PROTECTION
FROM HIS | -
GLANCES. P ey
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AFTER THE WEDDING SURYA

TOOK SANUNA TO HIS ABODPE

IN THE SKIES.

A
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SANUNA LOVED HER
NEW HOME ANDP

=y WAS VERY HAFPFY.
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SOON A SON WAS BORN TO THEM. ||

THEY CALLEDP HIM MANUI,
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THE CELESTIAL SAGES CAME
10 BLESS THE BABEY.

HE SHALL BE THE S AN
WISEST AMONG THE WISE. /.
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MANUI GREW LIP

AS FPREDICTED.,

SURYA AND SANJUNA WERE FROLID OF HIM.

HE 1S BRILLIANT |

KE HIS
FATHER!
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THEN SUPDPENLY ONE SUMMER...
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RAYS BEAT DOWN...

e SURYA'S




SANJINA,
WHAT'S THE
MATTER €

wHY DO YOuU
GLARE AT

- -l §75 0
!

N I._

LORD !
| CANMNOT
OFPEN MY

SURYA BECAME ANGRY AND
HIS GLARE , EVEN FIERCE.

ALAS! MY
FATHER
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SANJMNA L
LOOK. AT ME!

| AM YOUR
HUSBAND !

sANJNA D wiLL YOuUl
REPEL ME €

| AM SORRY,
MY LORD! 4

THEN LISTEN CAREFULLY. SINCE
YOU CLOSED YOUR EYES ON
ME , THE SUSTAINER OF ALL LIVING
BEING®S, THE SON YOU BEAR NOW, | .
SHALL BE YAMA,THE GOD OF DEATH. N, it 1




WHAT ! youl 11/ THEN YOU
TREMBLE F s SHALL BEAR
/s e : A PAUGHTER
TOO. ANP ©SHE,
YAMUNA SHALL
BE AS FICKLE

BUT SURYA VANISHEDP AND
SANUNA WAS LEFT ENVELOPED
IN PARKENESS.
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THE MONTHS FPASSED BUT SANUNA
DI NOT DARE 60O SLIRYA.
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THEN As DECREeD | [l | |..AND YAMUNA THE INCONSTANT
By SURYA, VAMA | [

I | .| | WERE BORN TO SANUNA.
.‘_1 X e '.'_!.1'_'\. i :
itk A BLAMELESS ONE ,\
%* YOU TREMBLE AS
: S 1 e &0 YOUR HAPLESS
MOTHER DID!
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BUT SANJUNA'S FEAR REMAINED.

N
WHAT SHALL | pO?

THE VERY THOUGHT
OF FACING HIM
FILLS MY HEART
WITH DPREEAL.

| MUIST FLEE.
AWAY ... AWAY

FROM Him!

BUT WHO WILL CARE

FOR MY LORD € AND

MY CHILPREN 2 AH,
THERE LIES
CHHAYA, MY




WHAT TROUBLES YR
YOU,8ANUNA? Al

COME , CHHAYA,,
| SHALL TELL




NOW YOu THEN SHELTER ME,
UNDERSTAND. TOO, WHO GAVE

BUT YOU, YOU EXISTENCE,
CHHAYA, ARE | BHELTER

SAFE FROM ALL WHO \\\ SANJUNA,
THE GLARE FEAR IT.

WHAT MLUIST
OF SURYA.
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[— g
PRETENDP TO
BE ME AND GO
TO BURYA, MY

HUSBAND. BE
He WIFE AND?

T —

o g |

SAY, 1 AM

MOTHER TO MY SANJUNAY
CHILPREM . PON’T
B GIVE ME

AWAY,

-: s ".'l:,I; .
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THE MOMENT SURYA
ILL-TREATS ME OR

THREATENS TO CURSE
ME | SHALL DISCLOSE

THE TKEUTH.

. @O THEN,
Il cHHAYA,AND
7l CARE FOR MY

I
I\
\&! - ‘ DEAR ONES.

SANJNA, | WILL

PO ALL THIS
ON ONE

CONDPITION.

A

YOU HAVE IMPOSED

A DIFFICLILT TASK
OMN ME. BUT

| SHALL TRY AND




WHEN CHMHAYA LEFT- : | SHALL 60
. TO MY FATHER.

MY PARENTO WILL
BE DELIGHTED TO
SEE ME. | WILL

'lll' ul\f:;
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@] - FATHER WILL SAY THAT
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WHEN FATHER
INSISTS THAT
| RETURN TO
MY HUSBAND,
| WILL &0 INTO
THE FOREST.

SO SANUNA LEFT FOR
HER FPARENT'S HOME.

NO, FATHER ! YOU
WERE RIGHT. ,
| COULD NOT BEAR

A THE BRILLIAMNCE
| OF SURYA . /
IN SUMMEK. g3

VISHWAKARMA THOLIGHT THAT HIS
PALIGHTER HAD COME ON A VISIT.

WELCOME. \\\\}//Z =B
s

PALUGHTER. %

1S ALL
WELL WITH




E:HH-JHH,‘
YOU HAVE.
PLEASED
ME BY
YOUR VISIT.

THEN ONE DAY —

S [T 1S NOT PROPER
FE s

e -

FOR A MARRIED
GIEL TO STAY IN
HER PARENTS’ HOME
FOR TOO LONG.

GO NOW TO YOUR
HUSBAND. BUT COME
AGAIN TO SEE ME.

i/ | DOTE ON YOU. BUT
A WOMAN'S PLACE
LA 19 BY HER HUSBAND.

AD | HAP
FORESEEN.
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B 50 SANUNA LEFT HER PARENTS' HOME
AND WENT INTO THE FOREST.,

B | CANNOT FACE SURYA.
| WiILL TURN
MYSELF INTO A maa
THEMNM NO ONE
WILL FIND ME.

NOW | SHALL DO
PENAMNCE TO
REDLICETHE
STREMNGTH OF
SURYA'S GLARE.
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MEANWHILE CHHAYA MY LORD, FORGIVE
HAD REACHED SURYA'S ) 2\ ME. | HAVE
ABODE AND HAD Lt A AR OVERCOME MY
TAKEN SANUNA'S ! . WEAKHEE@_/
PLACE. =4

YOuU HAVE
COME.

BACK

TO ME!




SANJNA, | HAVE
FORGIVEMN ALL
LONG AGO.

My LORD!

IF OMNLY

| HAD
KMNOWN,

| cHHAYA WAS HAPPY IN
| HER NEW HOME.

THESE
ARE HER
CHILDREN.

CHHAYA SOON HAD A SON.

| MUST NOT FORGET
THAT | AM OMNLY

SANJNA'S SHADOW.
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THEN ANOTHER SON AND A
DPALIGHTER WERE BORN

TO HER. g

SANJNA WILL
NOT RETURN.

CHHAYA LOVED HER CHILDREN |
AND SPENT MOST OF HER

BUT ALAS ! sHE DID NOT
CARE FOR SANUNA'S CHILDPREN
IN THE SAME MANNER.

GET AWAY FROM
MY SIGHT, YOuU
ACCURSED
CHILDPREM.

25
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COME, MY PEAR
OMNE.LET LIS
GO TO YOUR
FATHER.




MANU FORGAVE HER FOR THIS
BUT YAMA COULD NOT.

THERE &6HE 15 ! NOW CRUEL
TO YAMUNA ., MOTHER ,

WHAT HAVE WE PONE
TO PDESERVE THIS ¢

HOW
| WISH
| WERE
MOTHERLESS.

Y

STOP! INSOLENT BOY!
YOU 6HALL MAY YOUIR
NOT TOUCH FOOT FALL
MY SIGTER. OFF !

YAMA DECIDED TO SPEAK OUT TO
HIS FATHER .AFTER HE HAD

FINISHED -
~ | AGREE. A SON

FATHER , THAT | MAY CHANGE IN
WOMAN 15 HIS AFFECTIONS
NOT OUR BUT A MOTHER
MOTHER! NEVER CEASES
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I WiILL

SFEAK TO

HER. GO,

YAMA . HAVE
NO FEAR.

| SHALL

SETTLE

THE
MATTER.

WHO ARE YOU ¢
TELL ME THE
TRUTH OR

-THE
CHILPREN
ARE RIGHT.
eHE MUST

BE AN
IMPOSTOR.,

vl AM
CHHAYA,
THE SHADOW
OF SANUNA.




SHE DIDP NOT
WANT TO
LEAVE YOI
LINCARED
FOR .50 SHE
SENT ME
HERE
INSTEAD.

WHERE. 1S
SHE NOWP

WITH HER
FATHER.
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SURYA WENT TO SEE l

VISHWAKARMA.

?WHEEE =)
SANJUNA ?

) SHE CAME HERE
SEEKING REFUGE

FROM YOUR

BRILLIAMNCE.




| HAVE DIVINED
THAT SHE TURNED 4
HERSELF <.

SHE WANDPERS IN
THE FOREST DOING
PENANCE TO
OBTAIN A MILDER

THEN
REDPUCE MY
BRILLIANCE

——

REDUICED SURYA’S BRILLIANCE BY CHISELLING
AWAY AN EIGHTH OF HIS RAYS. THEN THEY WENT IN SEARCH

s YES ! A QUAINT ) Y& ”
HAVE YOU SEEN A MARE ) ONE..BY THE
e&0 BY® RIVER. . g* ‘ 3

"
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aix

WHY DO YOou
CALL ITA
QUAINT
ONE 2

| SPEAK THE TRUTH,
SIR. THIS MARE
TALKS !

V<>
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SURYA WENT UP TO THE MARE,

7 NOT UNTIL

IT MUST | HAVE
BE SANJUNA. OBTAINED THE
BOOMN | 6EEK.

THE BOON YOU SEEK I‘? SANUNA TOOK HER OWN FORM.

ALREADPY YOLIRS.
FATHER !
DEAR FATHER'!
| HAVE CHIGELLED AWAY . {
AM EIGHTH OF HIS '
BRILLIANCE.
— LW




MY LORDP!
HOW ARE

MANU , YAMA
AND YAMLINA
WILL KNOW
A MOTHER
AGAIN.

| SHALL
NEVER
AGAIN

WANDER

AWAY

CHHAYA SHALL
BE. FORGIVEM
AND SHALL

LIVE WITH ULIS.

MAY YOU LIVE

FOREVER
IN PEACE.

@0, MY CHILDPREN,

S50 SURYA AND SANUNA WENT
BACK TOHIS ABODE IN THE
SKIES AND LIVED THERE IN

HAFPFINESS WITH CHHAYA AND
THE CHILDREN. =




Illustrated Classics From India

Surya

In the Puranas, there are distinct and different scales in the hierarchy of deities. At the highest end of the
spectrum is the Divine Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Maheshwara. Surya occupies a much lower position.

In the Vedas, Surya holds an eminent rank. He is one of the trinity of Gods - Agni, Vayu and Surya and is
next in importance only to Indra. Gayatri, the most sacred verse of the Rig Veda, which is repeated every day
by devout Hindus, is addressed to Surya. The verse invokes him to confer his splendour on and stimulate the

intellect of the worshipper.

Surya's character as a luminary was always present in the minds of the Rig Vedic poets. He is said to diffuse
golden splendour. He rides in a golden chariot drawn by seven swift horses. Manu, the law-giver, Yama, the
God of Death and the River Yamuna are some of his many children.

The story as narrated in this book is based on the Markandeya Purana. How Surya was tricked into having
two wives and how he ultimately lost his unbearably fierce brilliance, is the theme of the story.

Editor: Anant Pai
Script: Mayah Balse lllustrations: Ram Waeerkar  Cover: Ram Waeerkar
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