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The story of Othenan is the story of the heroes of
Malabar of the 14th and 15th centuries, because as the
legends and the ballads would have it, he was the most
heroic of them all. The ballads knewn as the "Vadakkan
Pattukal® still form the repertoire of songs of the peasants
and lobourers of Malabar. They sing of the feudal society,
its barons and its villains, its gory codes and its glorious
men and women.

Those were the times when “Kalari Payattu” had reached.
its zenith. Though gunpowder was not unknown, a lithe
body and a skilled sword were the chief assets of o soldier
and a man was proclaimed by his martial prowess. If he
was quick to toke offence, he was quick in settling it
at the point of his sword. It was this society of feuds and
duels that Othenan hod stalked like a giant in his time.

Othenan's society wos o matrilineal one. It gave women
a stotus equal fo men's. The women used it and were
heard with respect in all motters — martial os well as
marital. Romance feeds on such worlds and the ballads
abound in their “braves” and "fairs”. Othenan's conquests
in this realm are as enviable as in the battlefields, Yet
he was no Casonova because never did he viclote disci-
pline in any of his actions.

The impetuous Othenon wos ever-obedient to his elder
brother, Koma Kurup. God-fearing and law-abiding, he fought
for just couses as sanctioned by the times and traditions.
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TACHCHOLI OTHENAN

..-'—"'_'_F_

OTHENAN BELONGED TO THE TACHCHOL] FAMILY OF NORTH
MALABAR IN KERALA. HIS FPARENTS WEFE E5TRANGED.

HE LIVED WITH His MGTHEE AND HIS ELE'EE SROTHER '[N THEIR MUMBLE
HOMESTEAD. HIS MOTHER MAD NC BROTHERS®*S0 TIMES WERE LIFFICULT

| FOR THE FAMILY.]7
3TN~ THAT SCOLINDREL , KELAPPAN MGTHEHEW’I i %ESPTQJ%EE.’;H'E'
| HAS USURPED My LANDS, BECAUSE GOING OUT WITHL THE TAMPLI®S

| HWE NO MATERNAL LNCLE OR ) B ’qw *

GRAIN - AND THE CASH FROM THE
B SALE OF MY SPICES FILL o

HIS GRANARIES AND
His COFFEES. IF ﬂHL‘J’
MY S50NHS WEEE |

*IE THE MATRILINEAL SODIETY TO wHIOM OTHENAN BE LONGED, THE MATERMAL UNOLES AND HOT THE FATHER MAINTAINER
THE ﬂl'lll.ﬂlll ™A FEUBAL BARON. :




amar chitra katha

BUT THAT WAS EXACTLY WHERE SUPDENLY —
OTHENAN ANE HIS mﬂﬁqﬁfﬂﬂf‘: » CHANDY - .
AND-_CHAAPAN WENT. E =2 =

“ 1l"I' N .

""h e

-’m"" -.f? 'i."'l

|H'H "h)

Gfiﬂ-" . P
LET- ME 50!
: LET ME GO !

b TAMPURAN'S

WE WILL, WHEN I OTHENAN .
WE REACH THE k& ‘\“ﬂk‘_

e ANG TTOOK |

HIM TO THE
TAMELIR AN . ———
— W om (mm
7 WHAT i [T TOOK
THREE OF You TO
- ke . : 1= CATCH HIM . HE WILLY|S
1 Gl e . i | BL=4 BE A THEEAT -FD LIS 5
A0LIL 0| S R 1 dpmc o s 4 WHEN HE GROWS
L = R : | r UP. HE MLIST BE
[8IE, HE wAs 'j: HANGED.
STEALING / X ‘ | R
MANGOES. WE )r*;- f 1 1
CAUGHT HIM o o
‘| WITH GREAT = = 1 o
DIFFICULTY. - Hil -
HE A4S TOUGH S [ % o M T [J - Py i iy o
‘H-I:-.- - . J [t rr_“_"_'_‘_""-' T l:b-:-—'—u—uh
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LR N LR T

MHE GOOD=FORY
MOTHING BOY.
HERE , TAKE THIS
GOLD TO THE
TAMPLRAN

s AND BUY HIS

HMEANWEILE o CHANDY ANE
CHAAPAN CAREIED THE NEWS
TO GTHENAN'S FATHER.

OTHENAN WAS FREED . BUT HE

SEETHED WITH HAMILIATION .

THE BULLIES!
| =sHAai I
SFECIALIZE IM

FaY AT TU ¥ AND
BEAT THEM

P e o

KELEASE.

AND THEY MAPE THEIR WAY HOMEWARDS

¥ OTHEMAM, 15 | WILL , MOTHER.
THAT You 2 wiLL CcHARNDU AND

YOU TAKE ME W  CHARPAN CAN §
TO THE TEMPLE2 8 COME WITH US. 4

& THE LET OF SELF-DEFENGE WHIOH INGLUDES FENGIHG AND JUDQ.

AT THE TEMPLE,SHE SUPDENLY BEGAN
7O SWAY AND LOST HER BALANCE.

" OTHEMAN | | AM POSSESSED !
BY THE SPIRIT @F BHAGAWATI. ]
| AM ABOUT TO DIE. TRUST
IN THE GODPPESS AMD ALL

WILL &0 WELE WITH YOouU.

P

Ty A
AND OTHENANS
MOTHER FELL DEAD,




arar chitroa katho

—y

OTHENAN ANG His . BEOTHER , kKOMA

CREMATED HER [

WITH MOTHER
GONE AND NO
MATERNAL UNCLE
WE ARE NOW
ORPHANS . FATHER
SHOULD HAVE
COME FOR THIS
AT LEAST.

[
T

AR

oo '.', s
il

- - I:.-_-_.-r-
L LR,

WHTH THE BELP OF cHANSY AND CHAAEIN
PERFOEMED THE LAST RITES AND [EEmeas

;

-

—_—
e :

KA

THAT ONAMF OTHENAN BECICED To a0
TO HIS FATHERS HOUSE, A4S LaimL,
FOR HIS RIGHTFUL SHARE OF THE

F.-‘?Mf.u"_‘:" GIF7S .

PON'T GOl
HE MIGHT
INSULT YO,

AS KOMA KURUYP HAD EAPECTED,
WAS GIVEN A RUDE RECEPTION.

CTHENAN

OTHENAN SPUBNED THE RICE AND
TORE THE MLNDLT TO sHEEDS .

- T L

.-Ir"' E i | HAUE
WY H  comE,
FATHER/ MEASLRES

YOU MAY EGLLEE-:\‘
A MUNDUAMD FOUR

N_AS ANYBODY ELSE,

OF RICE

e =
i -, . "
5] . Teeatad] = ';-iﬁ e 5

WHO DO Yol A MEMBER OF

THIMNE You THE HOUSE OF
ARE TO EAPECT TACHCHOLI!

ANY sSPEcClAL

TREEATMENT £

3 PERMITTED BY THE WiFE'S FAMILY,

I'.1'|I HARYLST FESTIVAL OF KERALA, WHEN SPEDIAL GIFTS ARE




TACHCHOL CTHERAR

SUCDENCY , THEFE WAS A CoMMOTIOoN IWSIDE  THE HousEs . THE
EHAGARATI HALZ CO#E
.

o e

70 AVENGE T.-":r'i'..":' NELLT TO HEE PEVOTEES 500, | |

SERST R

Sy oI, SIR, YOUR

NIECES ARE POSSESSED
BY THE SFIRIT OF
BHAGANATI

Ery
i
{Ha THAI HAL Y4 1B

T
[

e
LOCK THEM IN
A ROOM AND

LET US VACATE
THE HOUSE FOR
HE TIME BEING,

NO LHNCLES; AM
INMPIFFEEEMT FATHER;
A PEACE-LOVING !
BEOTHER; | WILL
HAVE T& RELY o
MYSELF TO REGAIN J/
THE WEALTH OF
THE FAMILY.

g pEE S )%*C:.ﬁf’ e
e /

| |HE HAP SUBLENLY GROWN 4O

TO CHERAY! PAMIKKER
Lok Y H T T

AS HE TURNEL HOMEWAEDS, OTHENAN| |A FEW DAYS [ ATER, HIT, 5 .
MALE UFE Fis MING ABOL r J?"a"?"f CONSENT AND .SH;EHH{#?{; 5N§f§ =] gfiﬂg}; _,5
LFH?H.FE. OTHENAN MALPE 15 WAY WITH cHANDY
TO STURY PAYATTL.
-. - q'l‘.:n.}:‘h e 1\."'1:... e -

A g o %
: '._u?i:-l"“ oy

—




amar chitra katho

THE KALARIT ™ WiTH cHANDL AND

ONE PAY, AS HE WAS BFTLeNING FE&Z“MJ
CHAAFAN, THEY PASSED A TANK.

W e e
Ea MU
by

CTHEN HE s e i
RETUENED TO HIG VILLAGE AN BE-—
CAME A PLpl. OF MATHILOOR kiR

m UaH! WHO % SHE 15 cHEERY,
i

|

15 THAT | THE MINTH AND
Ll GIRLE f oNLY SURVIVING
PALUGHTEE OF
CHAATHOTHU

| OTHENAN SOON LEAENT ALl THERE HAs ToO
LEARN FROM MATHILOOE KUEIKKAL .

{NOW | AM A OMLY |IN THE
MASTER IN THE TECHNIQUES OF
AET OF FIGHTIMG. ] MALAMADU. YOU
T STILL HAVE ToO

\ LEARN THOSE
S OF TULLNADLL, 48

S0 OTHENAN WENT T RAMAEFAN
CF TELLNALY WO FOND A
Al AN FACELLENT FPUFIL.

HE I5 A LAD OF Nt
COMPLETE CONTROLY 27

AND RIGID Discl—
PLINE - HE 15 AGILE
AND NONE CAM
LEAP AS HIGH.
| BHALL TEACH
HIM THE FATAL

e JRELE

] Kl

"OUAW O TEAOHER. ™r0YMNASIUM WHERE PAYATTU 15 TAUGHT. ***NERVE CEMTRES BY TOUOHING WHICH AN EXPERT CAN




——— TACHEHOLL OTHEMARN

T

EFEN THﬂT MOST LIFFICULT TECHMGUE OF PAYATTL , OTHENAN ,ﬂﬂﬁrfffp
WiTH EASE . EﬁMﬂFFHﬁJ HAS faﬁfHENEEL':’ FLEHEE;!?. e

OTHENAN , | SHALL of _5 TO YOU, 0 KURIKKAL, % :
MAKE YOuU INVIMCIBLE. 1 | PELICATE ALL MY.

S0 LONG AS THIS FUTUKE VICTORIES.
AMULET 12 ON YOUE
PEESON NCQ FIREARM
L CAN HARM YOul.

MEANWHILE N THE HOUWSE OF THE WOERIED MOTHER HAD CHEERUS
CHAATHOTHL MATHEY! — HOSOSC0CE  READ. -

i |

£
&

ALAS | WHY SHOULD
1 THE BEST MATCH

= h g : L2
“J% I

CHEERU, THE ONLY OMNE _
TO SURVIVE, BE SO FOR HER wouLD_| 7= 15
UNGAINLY & WILL BE THACHCHOLI { TACHCHOL

: OTHENAN . you  Jilh, OTHENAN!

SHE EVEE HAVE
ANY SUITORS &

SHOULD SPEAK
TO KOMA KURUP,
RIGHT AwWAY. 4

e

e
e

- &y
B i



HASTE.
OTHENAN WOULP
NEVER AGREE IF HE
SAW CHEERU. WHILE
HE 15 AWAY SPECIAL:
ISING IN PAYATTU,

-
‘ MATHEY! WAs NOT ONE TO AcT N
| SHALL D& WHAT

amar chutra kathao

THEN SHE SENT FOR SPECIAL AYURVEDIC |
HERBS AND BEGAN A SERIES OF BEAUTY|
TREATMENT SESSIONS FOP THE GieL.

g A |

| AND CHEERU SOON BECAME ONE OF
| THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRLS IN THE

LANDG . CONE M=
OTHENAN 15 — L

BACK FROM TULU%
MADU - | SHALL
APPROACH

KOMA HURUE

KNOMA RURUEP WAS DELIGHTED BY THE

CEOLCSALE I whyY NOT 2 1T wouLd
' §. BE AN HONOUR FOR
. BOTH FAMILIES.

HEEE. EVEN THOUGH
WE SHOLULD
GOHE SEEKIMG THE
BEILE, MATHEYI

HAVE




TACHCHOLI DTHENAN
BLT TS HAS ONE JWE-T.-"-]'M:'E WHEN E?THENHN WAS NOT PREEAREDR T OBEY H.-E _

BROTHER'S WISHES . | :
e WHAT 1 YOU WANT N/ OTHENAN , DON'T Eh

| AE TO MARRY THAT | 20 HASTY - AT LEAST
CREATURE OF LOUSE\ SEE THE GIRL BEFOKE
RIDDEN HAIE . YOU PECIDE ...
MO. NEVER!

BUT OTHENAN RUDELY TURNED 7O BACK HOME SHE TOLED HEE DAUGHTER

MATHE//« FeEND HER TO THE MOPLA™| | NEVER FORGET OTHENAN™S lideEag) |
=170 GUARD HIS DRYING INSULTS . NEVER AGREE

\.\_\ COPRAZ* |F HE DOESN’T TO MARRY HIM EVEM

' — .\ WANT HER,DUMP HER IN IF HE 15 THE LAST
A BOAT AND LET IT GO MAN ON EARTH.

DOWN THE RIVER. :

A FEW. DAYS LATER,AS OTHENAN AND CHAAFAN Emﬂ?ﬁ ' /i:r::mﬂ DON'T Yory
BY THE FCAL, TALENG TE2 A FE.:’.-EHE-— L T KNOW 2 THAT |5

= CHEERU. THE ONE
WHOSE AL YOU REFLUSED TO
BEAUTY 2 | WILL
MAKE HEE MIME. EVEM LOOK AT.

c o

* MUSLIM MERCHAMT, ** COCONUT KERMELS.



amar chitra katha

(| AS THE FIEST STEFP IN WODING HER, -
OTHENAN SENT CHAAPAN TO HER WITH
A REQUEST FOR FAN . ——

- TELL YOUR FRIEND O-0-0H ! a0
| HAVE WO PAM , SHE 15 GOIM&
BECAUSE | HAVE TO BE
JUST RETLENED DIFFICULT !

‘| FROM MY DUTIES

AT THE MOFLA'S

tOFREA YAED.

Xt

g

=V e |
Jiﬁm A‘!E %

N CHAAFAN RETUHRENED , HUMILIATED BifT

CTHENAN WAS OBSESSED BY HEE..

.{'

FOR THE SAKE OF His BROTHEE, KOmA.
KURUP BISKED A REBUFF AND WENT 1o
MATHEYY, BUT—T——Sa

YOU ARE TOCO LATE.
| TOOK YouR
BROTHER’S ADVICE
AND HAVE SENT
HER TO WORK
FOR THE MOPLA.

— il

LATER cHAAFPAN CAME T OTHENAN]
W DON'T DESPAIR.

THEN CHAAFAN DISGUISED HIMSELE ANS
WENT TO MATHEY! .

Bl CHEERL SHALL
==L YET BE YOURS.
. LISTEN ...

™

4 "

i

o i

ARRDGANT FELLOWS
OF TACHCHOL| HAVE
\ BEATEN ME UFP AND

rr g

FOOE MAN. ITS
NOT SUEPRISING -
YOUu - mMAY sTAY

HERE |IF YOu LIKE.
| MEEC* A MAN TO

MEECY MOTHEE. THE

THEOWH ME OUT. N\ MANAGE MY -1
A ESTATES. 48




o L Ts‘n.l'_tHl;_Zl-iI._ZII CITHEN &AM . : ] :
| WOULD LOVE TO.Y THEN BRING | [CHAAEAN RETURENED WITH. THE FOOL
BUT THERE 12 A \HIM, TOO WHE Wias NMONE OTHEE THAN GTHEHHH.
HELFFUL QL FOOL | e N Placaiiiss ., 1
OVEE THERE WHO

WOULD BE LOST _
ftiay WITHOUT ME. :

(JUsST AS
| EAFECTEIM!

THAT MIGHT WHEN EVERYONE HAD SLEPT OTHENAN THEEW OFF HIS5 DISGUISE AND
STOOD BEFORE CHEERU. CHEERU COULY NOT RESIST HIS PERSISTENT WOCING .-

| LOVE YOu, ) WILL . 1 ACCEPT-
CHEERU . WON'T | YOuU AS MY HUSEBAND,
You BE MY OTHENAN. ®_

. WIFE &

ﬂ%/‘——’;if-—

4
p;m (/ e /{%ﬁ’
i s
AT PAWN FRoOM A DISTANCE cHAAPAN A FURIOUS MATHEY! PICKED P A
E.I'E.H‘LE AND BAN ;}mze Hm e
: _- 'T,,:.
TR

S OTHEMAN . YET THE
B HOUSE OF TACHCHOLI
s HHE.- NC FGE'LE

CALLEDR {?E..FT TQ MATHEY!

OF un.!.l.n WAS & I:ulTnn::T u sn'.l.ll.nn .I.FIIMH .ﬂ.l'-ln PH:II i IH:HF.E I!HE A5 1

*MARRLATGE K -r E BAR TH.II..IHI EAL Eﬁ(‘.kl T'IH
THE REST OF INDIA-




| amar chifra katha & .
MEANWITILE 3 THE NOTORIOUS UPSTART, OTHENAN'S FAME 85 A FlaHTES ﬂﬂuﬂg
KELAFFAN, OF FORT FONNAPLRAM , HAP REACHED THE CHIEFTAIN'G EARS. i
RICNAFPFED  KUNMT KANNY THE DAUGHTER | SHALL SEND WoRDIEEE=

£ AN 1T me=ie] | To OTHENAN TO !
& e R N RESCUE MY EE "'i"
e bl DAUGHTER. = ['-

¥ e
\ fl_\ﬂ

WHEN THE APPEAL REACHED OTHENAN, KOMA
KURUP. WAS WITH Him- | R i FORT 15 KELAPPAN 15 NO
IT IS THE SAME ¥ FIGHT HIM AND L KEGHARL BT CHE LN
|SCOUNDREL - WHO TAKE WHAT HE e S
LANDS. GRABBED —N ‘)/
v ' :'_”_='-£===n= =
= | |G o IFe|
— —E
[ '__1. T T 1&‘h e R
- ez g
] (s I.'l.li". +.
L & T . . 11 -:_--"
i |
.. Lot = : 1]3;5-&;3:. II K
s Py o
= 22 \
ﬂ_@g} || he:
':"",1 ;::?f;_'éi;?; - e
l Eﬁ.’ﬁ- - :‘!- TEhE: L 4




TACHCHOLI

COTHEMAM

S0 OTHENAN AND cHARFAN SET OUT

REACHING THE FOET, THEY SCALED ITS

FOR THE FORT. g e f

B e =
N2\
. | || II!%‘I &

-:'-'.-I' *' Y \ -lll‘l_l.|'.' Lr.'. .l' Lt v
: | i1 / ..‘:l‘ . :

RAaMPaRTs WTH ONE LEAR

F:.H-_l

CANNONS
TOWAEDPS THE
FPALACE ANP




amar chitro katha
=t i, AGEE —
ALY i e
——-;M /— o e W ; y,;;—
: = P - f%

= ,ﬂf— TR

ITCHARPAN HAD SPOTTED |
N KELAPPAN - HE LEAPT UP
. p——— AN —

HE HID IN A POOM
PALACE . BUT — R

a8

= AH! THERE’S
[ THE

. SCOLINDPEEL-

=

N A MOMENT OTHENAN TOO REACHED |

THERE - B 7 KANNI 15 SAFE -.WAIT | I
- T— | PON'T HILL HIM. WE
, MUST TAKE HIM TO £I8
@ HER FATHER. (SNl

|_.f'.".ul - i
| .

THEY BOUND KELAFFAN .

LET KANNI'S

FATHEE PECIDE
HIS PUNISH—
_ MENT.




TACHC H-I:Il | THEMAM

ON THENE WaY GUT, OTHEMAN SAR
KELAFEAN'S MAME INSCE/BEL ON
THE FLAGFOLE N FEONT CF IT
THE PALACE. | -

e . e

S\ THE HOUSE OF

CHARPAN 3 SCRAF
KELAPPAN’ 5 MAME
FECOM THE FLAG-
POLE ANP LET
THE MAME OF

TACHCHOL|
REPLACE |IT.

LATER , WHEN THEY HANPED KELAFFAN
Tﬂ TH.E d?iﬂ CHIEFTAIN —

VEE

( 1 {:DHDE.MH
YOU TO THE
GALLOWS. /8=

Hfiﬁi

OTHENAN > TUENED TO HIM.

HOMOURE US BY
ACCEPTIMG .“

2. KAMNI AS

YOUE WIFE
=7

THEN THE CHIEFTAIN, WHC WAS FULL r.".'-i"F EEHTJ'THEE ANE HFM;’RH ??-".‘?H FﬂE'
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\OTHENAN ACCEF
| FORMALITIES
| CHEERU AS THE

i P v

FTEL THE OFFEE ANE (EL HEE HOME MAITH THE Flill

BEFITTING A BRIGE FFoM AN AESTOCRATIC FAMILY .

SEMICE WIFE WAS THERE TO WELCOME HTEL -
2 i ST A T

iy, g

| —
. ?E&II’H-"HEE, KELAFFAN S NEFHEW, KELLY,
RETLRNEDR FROM TULLUNADE AFTEE

EXTENPED TRAINNG IN BavaT s
' - A5 HE ENTERED THE FoRT —

WHAT | THE MAME

OF TACHCHOL!
ON THE FLAGPOLE!

ONE OF THE otp GuAaros LS HELD
FORWARD AND TOLE HIM OF ALL

THAT HAD HAFPPENED. ,.-—__\\
YOU WILL NOW TAKE

SINCE “THAT
DAY, WE TAKE |ORDEES FROM ME.

ORPERS FROM /1 AWM NOT AFRAIDP OF
OTHEMAMN. | OTHEMAMN. HE KENOWS
NO TRICK WHICH

| PON’T. LET HIm
COME . .




TACHCHQLD OTHENAN

A FEW MONTHS L ATER OTHENAN WENT W | TOWARDS EVENING WHEN THEY
T ﬂf.f {:HHHPHN LET LI5S U15|T ANC REACHERD THE FORT TEY mﬂfﬂl‘rﬂ
el - THE GATES CLOSED. =

BUT CHAAPAN HESITATED. m

 WHY ARE THE GATES e L0
BAREED 2 | THINK I'D '
BETTERE WAIT OUTSIDE.

| f ~

ALL IS EHWTZ

EVEN THE GUA

ARE ASLEEP.
2

ANYBODY. I'LL
ST AMEZ WAIT
HEEE FOFE
CHAAPAM.

Bt e S

B e e e R




—

amar chitra kathe

BUT S5LEEP OVERCAME THE LN AR
CTHENAN . T{?WHEEE'? DAWN —

THE GllARE £AN _.-"'r‘_‘? .-‘:".E.f'_rf.-f .Fni-'.-?
METRLC Tfﬂ:’.-"l-"'.ﬁ =k

AM | PEEAMING &
ISN'T THIS
OTHEMAN HIMSELF =

MEANWHILE, cHAARAN HAP FOUNG

LWE!NEE N A RUT NEAR BY. THE
NEXT MORNING THE HOUSEWIFE
EETUENED FROM THE TEMFLE,
EHEITEE

i

OTHENAMN 12 A =
FRISOMER IM THE
FORT AND WILL '
A BE HANGED THREE |I
), DAYS FROM Now.

GOD, | DIDN'T
FOLLOW HIM g
L -AINTO THE FORT. /=

CHAIM  HIm
AME THEOW
HIM  INTO
THE
DUNGEONS

CHAAPAN RUSHED BACK TO KOMA
KURUP WITH THE NEWE [

iy

You EGLLECT

CHANDPU. OUR

2 OTHER FRIENDS

| AND THEIR

N MEN AND cOME

o I'M HURRYING
BACK.-




TACHLUHDL

CTHEM AN

THE RESOURCEFLL CHAAPAN HAD ANCOTHER TRICK Lo MiS Sl EEE
THE F.I’-ELI'.':’ HW? F.FEHEL? HF T.Itf’-r:? HWTE..E' —ME L{?.-"i.-"&:u i

SRR mwr o '1

THEN, DISGUISING  HIMSELF AS A [
SANYASI » CHAAFAN PROCEEDED
IAThE FORT - [

7 HALT | You

CAN'T ENTER.

MY MASTERS
REPERES .

AN A MANM
OF GOL. LEAD
ME TO YOuUR
MASTER.

THE GUARD, AFTER GETTING KELL'S
FERMISSION, LED CHAAPAN TO HiM.

TAKE THIZ MELON. YO TRULY ARE
IT 15 CONSECRATED.Y A SEER. FLEASE
YOUE FUTURE 15 STAY WITH LS

BEIGHT BECALISE TILL TOMORROW
| SEE THAT YOUR FOR, THEM

EMEMY IS IM YOURS WILL | SEND THE |

FOWER . SHOW HIM
MO MERCY.

EMEMY TO THE
GALLOWS.




arar chif ra katha

??:"E NEXT E.W-— ¥ YOU ARE MAGNANIMOUS. |
B TR E UNCHAIN THIS MAN.LET
THIS CONSECEATED JUICE
BE HIS LAST DRINK.
i

% F'J?'E i
= tF
-\. I

‘*-.-!
f,;lj == AND LET MY i\
ISR FrIEND BE STRONG ).
W\ @e ) wiTH THE HERBS K=
| I S\ | HAVE MIXED “i
=1 INTO IT- le

L T T
.-'

e T

FLATTERED, KELL GAVE HIS ASSENT |IN A MATTER OF Srconps OTHENAN
OTHENAN WAS UNCHAINED: prm—| |FOUND. THE WEaRaN ,—4#

{ PRINK IT TO THE LEES AND FJHD“
a YOUR WEF!FGH INSIDE. ,,f

A5 SOON A5 KELU AND HIS MEN RECOVERED FROM THE SHOCK, THEY SET
; | HEON EHﬁﬁFﬁM .a"l-"l-'"ﬂ QTHENHM .




TACHCHOLI OTHEMAN

THRE TROD FOUGHT VALIANTLY BUT THEY WERE LF AGANST HEAVY O0Ps.
=

e CHANDU AND CUR

A\ MEN sHOULD HAVE
o === ==l BEEM HERE BY NOW
| WONPER WHATS
KEEFING THEM.

SUPLPENLY —-

THANK GOD | | R :
e FE R
COME. - -
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THE s/aHT OF RIS FRIENDS BENEWED KELY WAS NO MATCH FOR GTHEAMAN.

OTHENAN'S WWaowe ANE HE SoNelhT
GLT KELL FOR A PLEL . | | WILL NOT

: E gty _ KILL YOu. | HAVE
> | LT OTHEE FLAMNS
3 : | FOR YOU.
-

KELL'S MEN SURKENDERED. OTHENAN CALLED THE GLARD WHO HA0 INFOR MEL

¥/ NOw You
HANG HIM. | termm

OTHENAN WAS ONLY TWENTY-TWD YEARS GLD. IN THE MEXT EVENTELL PECALE
CTHEMAN FOUGHT ANME VANGQUISHEDS MANY TYRANTS OF THE TIMES. Mis FAME
SFREALD AND HE BECAME A4 MUCH =S50 EGHT—/_— ;

~




TACHCHOLI OTHEMAM

PLIBAMALA KURLE, WAS ONE

NONGAMHA , A KINSWOHAN OF

OF THE HOPEFULS [T TE

| AW SURE MY
FRAYERS WILL BE
ANSWERED. ONE
DAY THEMAM
WILL WEP ME .2

AND A GOOD
FIGHTER . BUT IF
YOU CAN GET
IT FROM HIM.-.

R R T
,:.A'.ah-.'..‘.-.il i

i R
el o
) -

i

okt

¥

iy
LA
2
g T Bty

T

| OTHENAN MEEDED NG FUFTHEE PROMETING.

™ i PODLIMG OF FURDS BY INDIVIDUALE wWiTH PERIODIC DRAWS; SIMILAR TO A QHIT FUND.

7 m——n

MEANWHILE OTHEMAN APPROACHED
IS BROTHERE —

_ GOLD 1S HARP TO

| WANT TO 'CG:HE BY. YEARS AGO
MARE A GOLDR | | HAD FAIP UP MY DUES
HILT FOR MY | FOR A GOLD KUR*

. SWORED. STARTEDR BY PURAMALA
HRE \ KURLP. WHEN IT was
B a4 MY TUEN T RECEIVE
| 8 “THE GOLP HE CHEATED
ME OF IT.
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THE NEXT MEBNING SAW OTHENAN AND
CHARFPAN WITH THEIR SWORDS AND
SHIELPS AT PURAMALA KURLIPS HOUSE.

IT’s OTHEMAN! ]/ My UNCLE AND my
) COUSIN ARE OUT IN
e THE FIELPS. AN
| PO ANYTHING
FOR Your

Q.0

WE WILL WAIT .
HEEE TILL
THEY EETUENM.




amar chitra katho

BY EVENING, FLURAMALA ,-':’E.’EHP AND
HIS _SON RETHRNED. N - fig.

| AM OTHENAN
FROM TACHCHOLI. g
| AM HERE TO
COLLECT THE
GOLD YOU OWE
MY BROTHER.

WITHOUT S0 Much A5 LOOKNG AT Mt
THE_FATHER AND SON WALKED INPOOKS.

FATHER, WE HIS MIGHT HAS BEEN |

'l.
HAD BETTER | | EXAGGERATEDR AND THE
PAY WP. | N\ KURl 15 AN OLD STORY.
OTHENAN 15 | &

DANGEROUS.

e WHEN WILL -“.‘l "' -F.f:_:. NOT UNTIL
YOUR MASTER | A e | TOMORROW.
COME OUT 2 Jil |

OTHENAN PUSHED THE ||
SERVANT ASIDE +.-

- AND STRIDING INTO Pﬂﬁﬁmﬁm mﬁmﬂﬁ
BEPROOM ; AWOKE HIM. e




TACHCHOGLY OTHEMAMN

YOU RASCAL,
GET oOUT OF
MY HOUSE.

| WILL WHEN YOU GIVE
ME THE GOL[? THAT IS

PUE TO Us.O0OTHERWISE.. &

Y

IF YOuU ARE ITCHING
FORE A FIGHT, I'M :
WILLING . BUT | WARN
HOURE LAST FIGHT 1_.“

i
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(BUT KURLES AGE WAS AGAINST Hidl
ANE 1T BECAME HIS LA5T FlaHT-

THEN THE IRATE SON JUMPED INTOE=
THE FRAY. OTHEMAN TRIED T STOP|

.\-l'

YOuU HAVE YEARS

F LIFE AHEAD OF [

YOU. RPON'T THEOW [
THEM AWAY.

.......

BUT THE S0N WAS RASH

ANE BAISED HIS SWORE.




amar chitra katho

BACK AT HOME , UNAWARE OF HES
FEELINGS , OTHENAN LEFT HER

ALONE . AFTER MANY IPLE DAYS AT
TACHCHOLI — | 7R

| AM TREATED LIKE spe S
A GUEEN . BUT | CANNOT Y
BE A BURDPEM ON THESE
FECPLE A

WHAT SHALL | WE CAN'T LEAVE | MY

WE DO WITH JHER BEHIND IN | PRAYERS
" THE GIRL2 ¢ THIS MESS.WE | HAVE
TR 7! WILL HAVE TO / BEENM
TAKE HER 4 ANSWEREL.
N WITH us. _Ailles —

-----

OTHENIN'G ENEMIES To0k

EAAGGERATER VERSIONS OF
NON GAMMAS STORY T THE

TOLUNG  TAMPURAN - [ =
| HE WAS FURIOUS. [EF

ARREST OTHENAM %
AND BRING HIM F
TO ME.-HE SHALL ghl
BE PUNISHE '-
=y

TO MAKE HERGELF USEFUL SHE
BEGAN CLTTING GRASS FOR
THE CATTLE. ONE LAY —

P 1S THIS THE WAY TO
TEEAT A FINE LADY
| AFTER KILLING HER
KITH .ANE KIM 2 THE
BOOR OTHEMAM HAS
MO RESPECT FOR
THE .LAW OF THE .~
P A L

\ [T [
o '|.I- ] Ti.l.h‘.lw“.' i
L i 8 THER Iy -




TACHCHOLI DTHEMMAM

[ CHAAPAN LEARNT OF THIS ANG B | TO ASSIST THE TAMFUEAN TO BRING THE
WARNED OTHENAN [l | CLUSIVE OTHENAN TO COURT, / CoLm—
e SELLOR SUGGESTED A RUSE .| -

ONLY MATHILOODE KURIKEAL
WILL [ARE TO EISK THE
= WRATH OF JTHEMAM. LET
HiM GO AMP SIT 0N THE
-qm ALTHARA™ WHICH |8 THE
BB 8. SFPECIAL PRESERVE OF
- B\ THE TACHCHOL| FAMILY.
. THE STING 7O HIS -
.. FRIPE WILL DEAW
ANE  OTHEMAN OUT
Bt S INTCO THE OFEMN. .«

B ONLY NONGAM— |
L/ MA5 STATEMEN
N CAM CLEAR HOU.
== TILL IT 15 HEARD,
LIE LOwW, IN
DISGUISE .

— -
- -
- — k=

RELUCTANTLY THE KURIKKAL AGREED As AN INFURIATEDS

HE CLOUPIER THE SEAT, THE DISGUISED OTHENAN WENT |2
FTHENAN AFPPROACHES HiM - w S5TRAIGHT HOME. IE
PON'T 90U KNOw Y'NOT ANY MORE| | AM THE OMLY OME Tl
THAT THIS IS THEEE 15 NONE MAM WHO CAM FIGHT Him..--"-:.:.:;.‘.
IMFROPER & /A EMOUGH IN TACH— BUT | sSHOULD BE [8F
CHOLl T ccctPY ABLE TO COME OUT A®)
f }E—m-r,..a_ THIS PLACE. K .ﬂHD CHALLENGE &
| T e e .
N A
g ' -'
Al
'J""'-‘L Y
[P M -.:"I 'I
":E.'I
I Sl

* & STORE PLATFORM SURADUHMDIND A TREE.



armar chitro koatha

THE TAMPURAN HEARD | e
NONGAMMA'S VERSION. &

7 OTHEMAN DID NOT
SEND ME OUT INTO THE | AGAINST HIM
FIELDS - HIS INDIFFEREMCE | ARE DROPPELD.
DID- | WAS HOPING TO A | SHALL TALK
~BE HIS WIFE. A\ TO HIM ABOUT

KOMA KURLE CONFERRED |
WITH HiS FRIENDS. !
=

Al

i .
% THE CHARGES '@

WE MUST TAKE
HONGAMMA TO
THE TAMFPURAN.

OTHENANS WOREIES WEEE OVER Ane || | HE sooN coT A CHANCE 712 SETTLE
5 MAREIAGE TO NONGAMMA WAS ||| |THE SCORE . AT THE NEXT TEMPLE

A HAPPY ONE.YET — = FESTIVAL — |

WHY ARE YOU Y/ THE KURIKKAL’SSN | /TOPAY 1 WILL
BROCPING £ I INSULT TO OUR PROVOKE HIM
FAMILY GNAWS
AT MY VERY




TACHCHOLI OTHEMN AR

o PON'T You KNOw e i
THAT THIS IS THE
i\ FLACE MEANT FORE I’M SORRY.
—~— 2\ JHE TAMPURANG, 'LL TAKE MY
SRS LANCE. GUN AWAY-

e

THENAN WAS BENT ON MAKING
TROWBLE . HE PICKED THE &N AMND

A FINE THING
IMDEED | GO0

THE JIBE AT 15 cAsSTE, WHicH
SPECIALIZED N EXTRACTING FPEACOCK
ML > IRKED THE KURIKKAL, [——————

ALL RIGHT, OTHENAN.
| CHALLENGE %O

FOR ONE OF TO A FIGHT. WE
THE LOW CASTE .\ WILL MEET AT
TO SHOOT N

. PONNIYAM .
PEACOCKS :
WITH.

.-I'i'i-‘i‘ KUELF 5 S/ AT THE TURN OF EVENTS- | | PIL? NOT CHALLEMGE

r-—I i G| YO SHOULER NOT L3 LT
] ] s P s HAVE POME: THIS - }




amar chitra katho

ON THE APPOINTED DAYs OTHENAN'S FRIENDS
AND WELL — WISHERS ASSEMBLED AT HIS HOUSE.

o R e I of 1 GO TO FIGHT MY GURU

Ao i Be.| TODAY. | SEEK THE !
CEREMOMIAL APPROVAL

b OF THIS ASSEMBLY.

= -

ATTIRED FOR THE FIGHT; HE
STEFFED OUT AND STOFFED [SE
AT THE TEMPLE. FEE

O BHAGAWAT),  “CICHT
| SEEK YOUR GRACE WL LAT
AND BLESSINGS IN EEEE

= = —

t CHOSEN .- e :

LIRE ONE POSSESSER, OTHENAN

| HE REACHED THE FIELD OF PONMNIYAM.
THERE BEGAN THE PLEL THAT LASTED
THREE LONG DAYS . Simemie

FOUGHT AND KILLED NOT ONLY THE

KURIKKAL BUT ALSO" A FEW. OF M3 ——————
-\ ETARTLED .-"I'ff:'!.u".l P

-T;-:‘ "- ﬁ'

)
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. TACHCHOLI OTHEMNAM

A TRIUMPHANT OTHENAN AN HAVE FORGOTTEM
HIS FPARTY FPROCEEDER T2 | MY URUMI® AT FONNI-
mfﬁﬂfﬂu, N THE Way — YAM . | SHALL GO -

- - BACK FOR IT-

L, .

ﬂli TN
;-. m m,w-«

" I|| hlluﬂ i i g .'r."

IT 15 SAI1D TH.-"-'IT '. |
il A #ll- ONE sHouLp NEVER il
~{ f. Pl AR NS [ Seigln 1l FFELD OF FIGHT.

RETURN TO THE

[OTHENAN AB USLAL WAS OBSTINATE.
AS HE WAS PICKING LiP HIS
WEAPON — [ s

MY AMULET [*=ALAS |
| FAILER TC KEEF IT

--—-"_,:.lI : Ij-i‘!l_ 1 1
L,

| y et
g /’/ l'i.” :
b ::n..:::' S 1 Eum mll]llln"hu

MATHILOOR KLIRIKKAL.
OTHENAN FLUNG HiS URUMI AT
MAYAN AND KILLED HIM. e

-l-'-.—-l.-r-r_.;-\:...-.p-_-_ gl E
i H"a"‘-l..\_ﬂ."l

N /m 54

THE BULLET HIT OTHENAN |if
ON THE FOREHEAD. - [}

o LOHG FLEXIELE SWORD 'I'I'EIHH A5 A DELT. ** THE ONE GIVEN BY RAMAPPAN KURIKKAL.



amar chifra Kathc

MEANWHILLE THE GUNSHOT BROUGHT
CHANGL RUVING 7O THE SCENE.
PLL GET A N :
STRETCHER
To TAKE

THAT WOLD
BE A FINE
TRIUMPHANT
ENTRY FOE A
FAMOUS WARRIOR
NO. THANK You,
CHANDU . PLL

SUSTANED BY A BAVCASED HEAS, ;o

CTHENAN STOPEPED AT THE TEMSLE G
NV Hia HAY HOME . ; ot
LET 101 sHOTS :

ANNOUNCE MY
AEEIVAL -

AT HOME HE GAVE HIS LAST
INSTRUCTIONS TO KOMA KRLE

ey Ml Now 1AM READY N

) s S Yl TO DIE. wou
LA mAY REMOVE [0
e sl THE BANPAGE-

g
P
’ |

THEN EESTING FLAT ON HIS BACKk WITH
IS WEAFPONS LAIL OUT ON EITHER SICE
CF HIM , THE VALIANT OTHEMAN BREATHED
S LAST, = : -

- "'l‘--




THE BIRTHDAY PRESENT

I/’ SUNTY ! Lol ARE
COMINGE FOR MY

BIRTHEAY.

{

WHAT PRESENT
WOULD | LIKE P AMAR
CHITRA HATHA,

r
e O,

: @
.r“--df " =
e __.a:__ = 1
e ) _ 14
i) BUT AUNTLY, | |HOwW cAN woLl {
MAKE SURE THE | [TELL P IT'S E&SY,
CHITRA KATHA | [AUNTY. ONLY '
2OU BuUw ARE | |[AMAR CHITRA |
AMAR. CHITRA| [RATHA COMES i
WITH THIS
STAMWF HERE,
I: -
q |
: f]

HAY | FOREOT. YoU CAN'T
SEE THROUSH A PHOMNE.
WELL, WHEN 40U BlUY, LOOK
AT THE ToF-LEFT=HAND

3 B9E, RAMU. SEE W TH -
“‘“«.,_H HOL TOMORROW AT A HOARE OF

THE PARTY, AMAR CHITRA

CORNER, AUNT Hae Hggga !
‘-\'\\\H =
= -
;ﬁﬂ f‘-l‘ ;‘h -'li‘-'i:
P
¢ o - :

¢ AMAR CHITRA KATHA ARE

iy BROUGHT OUT BY PEOPLE
W —who care for childran :
= who screan each word and each picture as they
have a lasting impact on impressionable minds. 3
— for whom Chitra Katha is more & .&.
vahicle of education than & business.
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Give your child a gift he'll treasure
forever—the gift of his own heritage
in these specially designed

BUMPER ISSUES

each containing three
Amar Chitra Katha titles :

s

4 L]
WA

. Tales af Humour Morth-India
Distributed by

# PANCHRTANTRR

.E —| 15,

16.

17.

. Tales of Hanuman 8. Tales from th

. Tales of Birbal Hitopadesha

. lTales from the 10. The Great Ranas of
Panchatantra Mewar -

. Tales of Buddha 11. The Sons of

. Tales of the Pandavas

the Mother Goddess 12. Devotees of Vishnu 18.
- The Sons of Shiva 13. Jataka Tales
. Adventures of — Animal Stories 19.
Krishna 14. Poet Saints of 20.

INDIA BOOK HOUSE

—ai - = — R S

Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa &
his tales

Tales froam

the Mahabharata
Tales of Gujarat
Valiant Kings of
Ancient India
Folktales of Bangal
Heroes of

the Mahabharata

Rs. 12/- each




