TALES FROM THE
UPANISHADS

The word Upanishad literally means ‘sit down near’ for the student had
to sit close to the teacher to receive instructions. Perhaps, what brought
the two still closer were the stories the Guru narrated. These stories

provided a meaningful context for the topics under discussion. They
also demonsirate that in those days knowledge was not the monopoly
of any select group. Thus Janashruti, the ruler of the land, approaches
the cart driver Raikva, with humility, to seek the highest truth.
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“Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute fo India’s rich cultural heritage. These books
have been an integral part of my children’s early years, as they have been for many
other families across India. Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat
ing reading habits and driving their quest fo learn more about our roofs.”
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SHVETAKETU, MY CHILD,

MUST NOW PURSUE
HE
PLEASE COME TO

THE STUDY OF THE
SCRIPTURES .

IT IS TIME FOR YOU T0O,
70 TREAD THE PATH OF
LEARNING- -~
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DEAR CHLD, ,
EVERY ONE IN OUR :
FAMILY HAS w"HOUT |

EXCEPTION,

STUDIED THE
SCRIPTURES

AND IMBIBED

THEIR
MEANING -

'
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

SOON AFTERWARDS — GO FORTH SON, AND COMET [QHVE TAKETU LEFT HIS FATHER'S HERMITAGE 17

BACK BRIGHT AND STUDY UNDER ANOTHER
RESPLENDENT, WITH THE LEARNED RISHI.

TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS

1 |
0, SHYETAKETU, 598 SHVETAKETU, HOW DID YOU

HOW YOU HAVE FARE IN YOURP STUDIES

WE GURUKULA?

HAS NOT GRASPED THE
ESSENCE OF THE SUPKEME
KNOWLEDGE —

I KNOW EVERYTHING
THAT CAN BE KNOWN--.

| = | = | L i
| UNDER HIS ABLE GURL, SHVETAKETU READ THE SCRIPTUR | ( —+
f ES A E ¢ s el ¥

| STUDIED PHILOSOPHY AND MASTERED THE ARTS. NG EEAONT TS BcEE o VERY WELL, O FATHER! oM WHAT PRIDE! SUCH CONCEIT

1 1 e _7 : | HAVE MASTERED ALL THE 15 BORN ONLY OUT OF

H fl 1’ A ?Jyfr ! ARTS AND SCIENCES AND IGNORANCE... THIS BOY
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AT THE END OF TW \ON. | A A BY DEAR CHILD,Y40U | §8 _ 4 osscsé]
r‘f EAST, 50 HE THOUGHT: RO + SHVETAKETU HAD LEARNT ALL THAT THERE WAS TO LEARN— | S 7 e SienT wou know EVZRWS}::G B ik oow.z0cs o
| . ; 1 Y PO »
- J N/ //% )\ FATHER? . WISDOM BY WHICH WHAT
7 | WAVE NOW MaSTERED | 778 2 THAT CAN BE NOWN

T8 1S UNKNOWN BECOMES
), KNOWN; WHAT 1S UNSEEN
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\ A MAN CAN STUDY)

(
f ( NEARLY EVERYTHING THAT
|
t
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS

[ WELL GON, LOOK AT THOBE "/ THESE RIVERS, MY CHILD, PROCEED JUST AS THE RIVERS DO
‘ [ |  FROM THE EAST TOWARDS THE WEST, NOT REMEMBER WHAT THEY

PRAY, FATHER, DO
TELL ME WHAT THAT
KNOWLEDGE IS- -

POTS AND TOYS — ALL OF
THEN FROM THE OCEAN THEY PRISE WERE, S0 ALSO ALL CRENTED

THEM ARE MADE OF
IN THE FORM OF VAPOUR AND BEINGS DO NOT KNOW THAT
DROPPING AGAIN, MERGE THEY HAVE ISSUED FROM

'NTO THE wEAN T . - ."I'\ # ‘ \WUTH .

', ;3’ ’

M—

TS THE LUMP OF CLAY THAT, WHEN
FASHIONED OUT IN A CERTAIN
SHAPE, BECOMES A VESSEL,
AND WHEN GIVEN ANOTHER

| / 50 THE ESBENCE OF ALL
SUCH THINGS IS CLAY. THE
TOYS AND YESSELS ARE

 MERELY DIFFERENT NAMES
1M~ GIVEN TOIT.
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LOOK AT THE TREE

| ’I OVER THERE.
THEREFORE, MY CHILD, YOU MUST | STILL DO
GET TO KNOW THE ESSENCE OF ALL NOT
THINGS — THE ONE THING THAT /| UNDERSTA}
EXISTS IN EVERYTHING IN FATHER.
THIS UNIVERSE-




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

- cHES, | |/ EACH BRANCH R —
BUT WHEN LIFE FORSAKES ONE OF IS BRAN FORSAKEN BY LIFE, |/ZADRZS AN S WHY CAN'T | SEE

N
IT DRIES UP. THIS BEING WHICH
IS ALL-PERVASIVE?

TALES FROI\LIHE U

PANISHADS

%"5 WELL SHVETAKETU,

BRING ME A FRUIT
FROM THAT R PENA R i o
BANYAN TREE. AR R X TA 8o
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“WHEN THE ENTIRE TREE IS FORSAKEN BY FL"S/MII.APLY, MY SON, WHEN LIFE FORSAKES THE BODY.
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WHAT

PO YOU SEE,
SHVETAKETU?

] K
MAN BREAK OPEN A
., THAT WHICH DOES NOT Y TINY BROKEN,
\
THAT ATMAN, WHICH 19 a3

ALL- PERVASWE’/




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

YES:,
' NOTHING!
RISE TO A
= H
9 NOTHING ? |
ey
e [ g
N Ty
NG
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S8 e ooy
THEN WHAT l% THAT THAT,SNVETAKETU, IS THE | |—AND IF WE CANNOT SEE
"SOMETHING " WHICH | ESSENCE OF ALL THINGS THE ESSENCE, HOW DO WE /A YOU. PUT THIS SALT
WE CANNOT SEE, / THE ATMAN— THAT . o
KNOW THAT IT EXISTS ¢ _4%

YOU TOO ARE THAT,
O SHYETAKETU !

PERVADES THE UNIVERSE,

IF THERE 1S NOTHING IN THE SEED |
HOW CAN THAT NOTHING GIVE

MIGHTY BANYAN

TREE ?

-~ /
:

o/ | SHALL EXPLAIN

IN WATER.

KEEP IT ASIDE FOR NOW.
BRING IT TO ME

TOMORROW MORNING:

-

=
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FARI.Y THE NEXT MORNING, SHVETAKETU WENT 70 HIS

FATHER WITH THE POT—

CAN YOU SEE THE
SALT YOU PUT INTO
THIS POT LAST

EVENING.
SHVETAKETU 0

[77!5 SALT HAD DISSOLVED.

NO FATHER, | NOW TASTE THE{
CANNOT. WATER AT THE TOP

SHVETAKE TU.

......

—
SHVETAKETU DIPPED A FINGER IN THE MIDDLE O;—’
THE POT AND TASTED THE WATER.

IT’S SALTY \ AND NOW TASTE
AGAIN, THE WATER AT
THE BOTTOM.

r

T STILL IS SATY |/ NOW LOOK AGAIN FOR
FATHER. |

£\ THE SALT YOU PUT IN

AN o N
[N \ v,

‘.-
¥




AMAR CHITRA KATHA
- TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS

rauT SIMILARLY, emvn'fm(tzm,T THIS OMNIPRESENT ESSENCE 7 / /j
e u comr s s s, o vees |, RAIKVA THE CARTMAN®
SEE IT. ESSENCE. BUT ITIS EVERYTHING. YOU TOO ARE 4 //, -
™~ ALWAYS PRESENT THAT, O SHVETAKETU. il -
\‘\ EYERYWHERE. 4 | B

i \\ 4

| AM GRATEFUL,
FATHER...

v
| U

JANASHRUTI, THE KING OF MAHAVRASHA WAS A BENEVOLENT AND GENEROQUS RILER.

(e BUILT REST HOUGES ALONG THE ROADS OF tis | | HE ALSO BUILT HOSPITALS AND HOMES T CARE |

KINGDOM , WHERE FREE FOOD AND LODGING WERE | | FOR THE SICK, THE NEEDY AND THE AGEING.
PROVIDED TD TRAVELLERS. = ] m[

ME GAIN THE KNOWLEDGE
WITH WHICH THE UNKNOWN

BECOMES KNOWN, THE

UNGSEEN BECOMES

e — RS - —

#* FROM CHHANDOGYA UPANISHRD . 11




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

[... AND HE TAXED HIS SUBJECTS FAIRLY. QUITE HIS FAME SPREAD FAR BEYOND THE BORDERS OF | o 1
NATURALLY JANASHIRUT| WAS PLEASED WITH MAHAYRASHA. UNFORTUNATELY IT DID NOT TAKE LONG JUST THEN— | HEY, YOu SILLY BIRD' ...THE BRIGHT BAND
HIMSELE FORP HAVING DONE S0 MUCH FOR HIS 70 TURN HIM INTO A VAIN MAN. REWARE OF ELYING OF LIGHT THAT EMANATES %
SRSV, OVER KING : ] FROM HIM, DUE TO
JANASHRUTL- -- N THE GLOW OF HIS FAME

TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS

AH ! ITIS | WHO AM

PROVIDING FOOD TO ALL THESE
PEOPLE. HOW MUCH MERIT )

HAVE EARNED. THE DEVAS
TOO MUST BE PLEASED

WITH ME...

~
GLORY TOKING

JANASHRUTI. _

4

SR — —

DON’'T MOCK
ME LIKE THAT. HOW
| CAN YOU SPEAK OF
KING JANASHRUTI
AS IF HE WERE
GREATER THAN RAIKVA /
.

OF THE CART?

T —
ONE EVENING WHILE HE WAS

TERRACE OF HIS PALACE — 0”7"5 i
: w ' y - v ..‘ :
£ 4 {14 et ,

S o | WHO IS THIS RAIKYVA OF

THE CART, WHO HAS

13




AMAR CHITRA KATHA TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS

JANAGSHRUT! FELT RESTLESS THAT NIGHT- 1 TEAPLY THE NEXT MORNING , THE ELABORATE JANASHRUT! TOLD THE BARD ALL ABOUT THE rA MASSIVE SEARCH WAS SOON LAUNCHED TO LOCATE
, RITUAL TO WAKE UP THE ROYAL PERSONAGE SWANS' CONVERSATION. —| | RAIKVA. THE KING’S MEN COMBED THE KINGDOM FOR
FRAIKVAY | MUST i f | B
‘ BEGAN T t ~ MANY DAYS. AT LAST, ONE DAY— | m———
p SEND MY MEN *——-nw T | T | ‘ | /” N/ GO FORTH IN ALL THE - ;
¥ TOMORROW TO FIND ' ind & ‘ O u‘\')‘# / - DIRECTIONS AND SEEK HAVE YOU HEARD OF 4 THE CART
. o ° il |s » w b 1 )
i D Ay B OUT WHO THS A E L UM | % AR\ OUT RAIKVA, THIS MOST| | A MAN CALLED
' ARG voata gl RAIKVA 1S, WHERE AN \ '.ﬂl ﬁ!- 7 \)1 PIOUS OF ALL MEN
' T D) \if - ' ) :
| . . |
~ } l\ | ﬁ - f“' .J . Ve
Al 320
lJ' o~ \
/ |
.
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| |X -
1 e B3
" WAKE UP, O SAVIOI'JR ARISE, O PROVIDER ARISE = BV ro. wHERE
OF THE MASSES! OF " Ko SRR e L :
THE MILLIONS! 0 CELESTIAL : B ) | FIND HIM?

-

l
y
|
\o

)
X |(|7
™ A \' s J p
\
, S
: N OUR KING WISHES
=28 q; STOPSTOP - YOU SHALL STOP PRAISING WHAT 1S IT, MAHARAJ ? ARE YOU RAIKWA . 0 MEET YOU.

S FA e e ME THUS FOR | AM NOT WHAT BOTHERS OUR THE CART DRIVERS
> FALSE PRAISE! WORTHY OF SUCH BENEVOLENT ‘

PRAIGE! KINGT? e

s "" 4 N\ ‘
RAIKVA DID NOT EVEN BUDGE FROM HIS
PLACE.

15




AMAR CHITRA KATHA TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS

WHAT DOES OUR (JANASHRUTI'S DELIGHT KNEW NO BOUNDS WHEN HE WAS | r e

" WORTHY KING SEEK TOLD THAT RAIKVA HAD FINALLY BEEN FOUND. -
O FROM AN ORDINARY 0
\ N\

\w WY ‘
‘\. / ”

R/

r-:
PLEASE IMPART TO‘W O IGNORANT KING!
ME THE SUPRENME THE KkNOWLEDGE OF BRAHMAN
KNOWLEDGE OF CANNAOT BE

PURCHASED.

MAKE PREPARATIONS TO LEAVE

IMMEDIATELY FOR RAIKVA'S
VILLAGE.

-~

MAN LIKE HIM-

NEXT MORNING, JANASHRUTI STARTED FOR RAIKVA'S | ARRIVING AT THE VILLAGE, JANASHRUT! '
VILLAGE WITH AN ENTOURAGE OF HIS MEN. HE TOOk INTRODUCED HIMSELF.— —

WITH HItA AN IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF 600 COWS, A GOLD| -

i P DISAPPOINTED JANASHRUTI MADE HIS WAY BACK TO THRE
NECKLACE AND A CARRIAGE AS A GIFT TO RAIKVA- f

ﬁueom, AT ONCE SAD AND HUMBLED.

| KNOWLEDGE 1S NOTA
COMMODITY. IT CANNOT BE
BARTERED, BEGONE

O JANASHRUTI. YOU ARE
NOT YET READY TO

RECEIVE THE SUPREME

QLEDGE-

r —
| HAVE HEARD OF YOU PR [ ] b O WISE RAIKVA, | SHALL
AS ONE WHO HAS i Bl > “+| PRESENT YOU WITH 600
EARNED GREAT MERIT, €6\ '\ COWS,THIS SPLENDIp

") WONDER HOW | CAN
CONVINCE HIM THAT | AM
REALLY KEEN TO

\ NECKLACE AND THIS

| CARRIAGE AND WHATEVER
3 _ ELSE THAT YOU _ _ _

. IRE. -7 N
§7 DESIRE. , RECEIVE THE
: < (4

% ' , KNOWLEDGE OF THE
:. f'!: & N BRAH
\ . ~
. \\“/ . —— ]

& “

ONE WHO HAS 3

LEARNT ALL THERE /

IS5 TO LEARN AND ll
ONE WHO KNOWS |

@HMAN;<‘ '




AMAR CHITRA KATHA TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS

B WHEN THE DEVAS WERE HUMBLED"

r ON REACHING THE VILLAGE, HE PROSTRATED .+ BUT | HAVE SHED MY
ABEMRE THE WISE RUSTIC - ROYAL EGO, AND |
R — 5 15 THIS STORY WAS TOLD BY AN ANCIENT RISHI TO HIS DISCIPLES 70D ILLUSTRATE HOW BRAHMAM, THE
T SELF-EXISTING, ALL-PERVADING POWER, RESTORES ORDER IN THE WORLD WHENEVER EVIL AND
DISORDEP SEEM T0 PLAGUE IT.

O WISE RAIKVA,LAST
TIME | CAME TO YOU
AS A KING

’ .7, ’d"/ e .. f

Rl AL S48/ | ONG AGO, THE DEVAS HAD
Y W®/ A WAR WITH THE ASURAS™** yOUu
KNOW, AS T USUALLY HAPPENS THE

- . O
- e

!7"19 TIME, RPAIKYA SAW THAT THE KING HAD LOST T-_A‘ND THEN RAIKVA , DRAWING JANASHRUTI

ALL HIS VANITY AND THE GENUINE DESIRE FOR | | CLOSE TO HIM, SPOKE AT LENGTH —
KNOWLEDGE WAS EVIDENT FROM HIG EYES. -

-7-‘-~(

THE SUPREME KNOWLEDGE CANNOT

BE IMBIBED UNLESS ONE HAS
SHED QNE'S EGO. _

~

| BLESS YOU, 0O
VIRTUOUS JANASHRUTI.
ALL THE KNOWLEDGE

THAT IS MINE SHALL

) ’

o F A, . WL

p ).40'_00‘_0 N
.y b N ™ -

‘J L)

RIS Lol Ny v

.. AND WHEN THE DEVAS BEGAN TO LOSE |
HEAVILY, A FEW OF THEM PRAYED TO
BRANNAN TO COME 70 THEIR AID- *

"'»- AFTER DAYS OF FIERCE FIGHTING,IT
SEEMED THAT THE ASURAS WERE

GETTING THE UPPER HAND FOP THEY
WERE STRONG , UNPRINCIPLED AND

RUTHLESS i O BRAHMAN, IF YOU DO NOT

W\ S . N\ & )/ | HELP US IN THIS WAR, ONLY

h *‘ > EVIL AND DISORDER SHALL RULE
THIS EARTH. COME TO OUR
AID,O DIVINE FATHER.

=3

g&v pT:: ZUMBLE B NOW THAT YOU ARE HUMBLE/
CEIVE THE | WILL INSTRUCT YOU

’ N\ KNOWLEDG/E', — .

AND SO sAYING RAIKVA ACCEPTED
Mm, As ”,s usapLEO WV N ~._; e ir{;-":‘k’f.}‘ - - *-\... .
on SO F Ao “"‘k\?} —

® ¥ TRADITIONAL ENEMIES THE DEVAS 19
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TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS
AMAR CHITRA KATHA I- |

T oATED B THIS DIVINE ASSURANCE, THE DEVAS THEY ATE, DRANK AND MADE MERRY FOR DAYS, _] [" - UNTIL THEY WERE INTOXICATED By IHEIRJ

m— N
| = .. (‘ . ATl ot WEEKS, AND MONTHS «-. | SUCCESS —
( /\- g | : \ .
\ ‘ . ’ ‘ \‘ :

Y YES. NEGLECTING THEIR | |+« AND EVIL AND DISORDER
DUTIES, THEY WENT ON PREVAILED EVERYWHERE.

AND ON WITH THE THAT IS WHEN BRAHMAN
CELEBRATIONS. SOON THE INTERVENED ONCE
WORLDS THAT THE DEVAS AGAIN.

RULED BEGAN TO FALL INTO




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

amoﬂmmw

MMERGED IN THEIR MERRY MAKING, A YAK SHA *CAME OUTSIDE THEIR ‘

% THE YAKSHA SOON CAUGHT INDRN'S EVE. i

“AGNI APPROACHED THE YAKSHA AND SPOKE ]

o , Y‘
/[ :

b
- "‘
‘w s

BRINGS

GO AND FIND OUT WHO  \
THIS BEING IS AND WHAT

> | AM AGNI, THE
\ \\ LORD OF FIRE...
; « , jp

TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS
\‘/—'—\\\
YES, PLEASE BUR

THIS BLADE OF

AT
THEN PLEASE COME FORWARD

AND BURN THIS BLADE OF
GRASS—REDUCE IT
TO ASHES.

WHAT? THS
MERE BLADE Mt

V... AND AGNI WITH HIS MIGHTY POWERS
ORDERED THE FIRE TO BURN UP THAT
= BMLEOFW..;

& COULD NOT SUCCEED —

|

lzGNIRAGEDMD THE FLAMES ENGULFED THE BLADE OF GRASS BUT NO MATTER HOW HARD HE TRIED,

~———

AFTER HAVING FAILED TO INCINERATE THAT SINGLE BLADE, HE WALKED BACK T0 THE PALACE

OEVECTED AND HUMBLED. HE WONDERED WHO THIS STRANGE POWERFUL BEING WAS.

R ——— — _— —— S

SIS =




AMAR CHITRA KATHA TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS
AND WHAT GREAT X7 1 CAN BLOW ™. [' VAYU TOO WENT BACK TO THE PALACE THE WAY AGNI HAD — FATIGUED AND HUMBLED BUT NOT ]

| POWERS DO YOU | AWAY ANYTHING \ REALISING WHO THE YAKSHA WAS. ——
| AM VAYU, | POSSESS, FROM THE ) 7

THE LORD OF / O VAYU ? FACE OF THIS
THE WINDS. WORLD.

AGAIN NO MATTER HOW HARD HE TRIED:» |

——

|
[:TVAYU SUMMONED THE FIERCEST OF WINDS AND

THEN WILL
YOU PLEASE
TRY AND BLOW
AWAY THIS
BLADE
OF GRASS?

[“/NORA L0OKED HERE AND THERE FOR THE YAKSHA BUT COULD |

NOT FIND HiM. INSTEAD WIS EYES FELL UPON UMA, THE
GODDESS OF SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE, WHO WAPPENED TO ‘
PAGS 8Y ¢ |




AMAR CHITRA KATHA TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS

“AND THEN UMA SPOKE —— r
DID YOU SEE THAT [ o o~ ] HE APPEARED THUS IN YOU HAVE m "REALISING THEIR FOLLY, THE DEVAS |
BRIGHT, SHINING BEING FRONT OF YOU ONLY TO ENOUGH OF SETTLED DOWN TO A MORE
WHO STOOD HERE UNTIL A OH INDRA! IT’S A SHAME BRING YOU BACK TO YOUR CELEBRATIONS OF

THAT EVEN YOU, THE KING
OF THE DEVAS, COULD NOT
REALISE WHO THAT

SENSES, O DEVAS. YOUR VICTORY. IT IS

NOW TIME TO GET
BACK TO THE

ONEROUS DUTIES
OF RULING.

Y LITTLE WHILE AGO?

A4 WHERE DIDHEGO?
¥\ WHO WAS HE?

S

&

WHO COULD
POSSESS GREATER
POWERS THAN

AGNI AND VAYU?
THINK, O KING
OF DEVAS.

o

ONCE AGAIN BROUGHT

ORDER AND METHOD
INTO THE WORLD.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS

bl

r o »® ] [IEARNED :[ YAYU,THE WIND AH! THEN YOU
THE BOLD B EGGAR SRS, COULD GOD. HE 1S ALSOKNOWN || MUST KNOW THAT

JL TELL AS PRANA OR THE PRANA PERVADES

~ H DEVA BREATH OF LIFE.
m KAPEYA AND ABHIPRATARIN KAKSHASENI WERE TWO SAGES WHO LIVED IN A HERMITAGE IN THE g Ty PETUSA. SR <. 4
A\

FOREST. THEY SPENT MOST OF THEIR TIME WORSHIPPING VAYL, THE GOD OF WIND-

g

.......

[...AND THAT PRANA 1S ALL

THAT MOVES AND DOES
NOT MOVE ; ALL THAT IS
VISIBLE AND
INVISIBLE. . .

ONE AFTERNOON, AS THE SAGES WERE TO BEGIN THEIR MEAL: - -

ws’“ﬂ“...-‘-——w‘-. ~ wﬁ‘-‘o-— -y o
' L - . o _ ™ g o
”
- - -

s

\ . 58"
- Ny ATE
4 L.

!
1

| 4
S v/ ‘
T G

l,

77

i % DID YOU MAKE THIS
4 ‘ NS FOOD - OFFERING ?

|

NQ, My BOY, WE CANNOT
SPARE YOU ANY FOOD.

—




AMAR CHITRA KATHA -
—1 [T 1S PRANA THAT PULSATES | ST
IN ME, AS THIS HUNGRY BODY | =58/ YOU SPEAK THE
OF MINE STANDS TRUTH, O

[ \F PRANA PERVADES THE
UNIVERSE, IT PERVADES
ME TOO. WHO AM | BUT
A PART OF THE UNIVERSE...

AM | NOT?

| THEN O REVERED RISHIS, IN
SUAUMES S DENYING ME FOOD, YOU ARE
DENYING PRANA FOR WHOM

YOU HAVE PREPARED

30
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TINKLE PRESENTS,
FOR THE FIRST
TIME EVER,
LONGER, LOONIER
ADVENTURES OF
YOUR FAVOLIRITE
TINKLE TOONS.

To grab your copy —
?s‘t‘ Your nearest bookstore
Og on to: www.amarchitrakatha.com

gallz 022 40497435/36 T ——
‘Mail: customerservice@ack-media.co T RN U
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