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EPICS & 
MYTHOLOGY 

TALES OF ARJUNA 

r skilled, speedy and strong, Arjuna boasted that he was the Klatest warrior. But, despite his unquestionable courage, this 
Pandava prince realised he could not confront Lord Indra's 

or even the wiles of a cheeky monkey - without help. He needed 
eaoons, such as the Gandiva bow, with its inexhaustible supply 

war chariot. Most importantly, he needed the 
ecially Lord Vishnu. 
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ONCE, WHILE ARJUNA WAS ON A PIL6RIMA6E TO 
VARIOUS HOLY PLACES, HE CAME TO RAMESWARAM 

/AND THAT IS THE 
BRIDGE RAMA BUILT 
WITH THE HELP OF 

THE MONKEYS, sf 

HE COULD 
HAVE BUILT A 

MONKEYS ? 
BUT WHY DID ARROWS! WHY 

DIDN’T HE? 
LIKE HIM NEED 
THE HELP OF 

MONKEYS ? 

IN COASTAL TAMIL NADU 



amar chitra katha 

THE BRAHMAN WENT HIS WAY EOT 
MONKEY, WHICH WAS FOLLOWING 
PJUNA. BURST OUT LAU&HfNG* 

SURPRISED, ARJUNA TURNED ROUND 

( A BRIDGE OF ARRONS^Y" 
A WOULD HAVE COLLAPSED I 

UNDER THE WEIGHT j 
OF THE MONKEYS* 

ARJUNA WAS A LITTLE ANNOYED BY THE MONKEY'S AUDACITY 

MERE MONKEYS COULD 
BREAK A BRIDGE OF 
MIGHTY RAMA’S ARROWS 
IMPOSSIBLE! WHY, NO 
MONKEY COULD CRUSH A 
BRIDGE OF EVEN MY 

ARROWS ? 

I CHALLENGE THAT! 
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AS SOON AS THE BRIDGE WAS 
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THIS TIME ARJUNA SHOT THE 
ARROWS CLOSER, LEAVING NO GAPS 
BETWEEN THEM. r 

TH/5 IS STRONGER 
THAN I EXPECTED! I’l 

WALK A BIT FURTHER 

BUT HE HAP HARDEN TAKEN A FEW 
MORE STEPS WHEN— 

TALES OF ARJUNA 

77/£- pyf?B WAS MADE AND ARJUNA WAS ABOUT TO JUMP WTO THE FLAMES 

AAA AFRAID 
YOUR WORDS ARE 
BORN MORE OUT 
OF KINDNESS 
THAN OUT OF L0V£, 
< FOR TRUTH. A 

HOW CAN YOU BE SURE THAT THE 
BRIDGE COLLAPSED BECAUSE OF 
THE MONKEY’S WEIGHT ?THERE 
WAS NO CN^PRESENT TO JUDGE/ 
'— THAT* 5 

p ,_ 

ARJUNA AND THL 
ABOUT THE BBT 

BUT A BET THAT 
HAD NO witness 
15 NOT VALID. 

monkby TOLD H/M 

I DON’T KNOW WHO 
YOU ARE AND WHY YOU 
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AS SOOVAS 
WE MONKEY 
IT. XT’- 

WHY DON’T YOU TWO 
COMPETE AGAIN 
and let me be the^ 
v. JUDSE? S\ 

WALK/H6ACZ 

WHAT S HAPPENING TO Ml 
AY STRENGTH IS LEAVING 

THE MONKEY MADE HJMSELFAS 
LAR&E AS A MOUNTAIN • • • 

I ’LL TAKE ON THE FORM 
I TOOK WHEN I LEAPT ACROi 

THE OCEAN IN SEARCH OF 
SITA. 

TALES OF ARJUNA 

. * • AND JUMPED UP AND DOWN 
ON THE BRIDGE. - 

WHAT•THE 
BRIDGE STILL i 
STANDS' I CAN’T 
BELIEVE IT! 
ONLY KRISHNA ••• 
WHY, OF COURSE 

THE BOY IS 
KRISHNA! ^ 
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AND YOU, HANUMAN, 
MERE TOO PROUD OF 

YOUR STRENGTH. , 
VISHNUi 

r YES IT IS I ! BOTH 
OF YOU NEEDED 

70 BE TAUGHT A LESSON 
IN HUMILITY. YOU,ARJUNA 
v WERE 700 VAIN. / 

HANUMAN, 70 
FULFIL THE CONDITIONS 
OF YOUR WAGER YOU 
* SHALL BE ON 
f ARJUNA’S A 
V . FLAG. /Silk X 
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A CERTAIN KIN6 ONCE PERFORMED A SACRIFICE FOR TWELVE 
LDN6 YEARS, DUR/NS WHICH OFFER/NOS OF OHEE * WERE 
CONTINUOUSLY MADE TO AONL __ 

OF BRAHMA HE WENT TV THE WHEN AT LAST THE SACRIFICE WAZ> 
COMPLETED, A6N( WAS PERTURBED. )RD, WHAT SHOULD I DO 

TO REGAIN MY LOST 
a SPLENDOUR AND > 
J STRENGTH ? ^ 

WHY DO I FEEL SO DULL AND 
WEAK? WHY AM I SO PALE? 
» WHY DON’T I SHINE AS 

r ALL THE 
GHEE YOU HAVE HAD 
FOR SO MANY YEAR! 

HAS MADE MDU ILl 

* CLARIFIED BUTTER 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

BUT DON’T WORRY. \ 
CONSUME THE KHANDAVA 
FOREST, AND YOU WILL / 

RESAIN YOUR 
V LUSTRE. / 

I A6N' HASTENED to THE KHANDAVA 
FOREST AND BEGAN TO RLA7H Muru 

SO /NORA SENT DOWN HEAVY 
SHOWERS. 

# . U 
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AON/ WENT BACK TV BRAHMA. 

LORD, INDRA IS 
BENT ON THWARTING 

ME? WHAT SHOULD , 

077 

THERE ARE ONLY TWO PERSONS WHOl 
CAN HELP YOU: THE VALIANT HEROES, 
ARJUNA AND KRISHNA. 60 TO THEM, j 

THEY ARE NOW NEAR THE / I 
KHANDAVA FOREST. 

Jrf V' I/.' Eye c 

M UV//-r \ 

AT THAT MOMENT., ARJUNA AND KRISHNA WERE RELAXING ON THE BANK OF 
THE YAMUNA, r l !•» \ ‘.. X 

OF A BRAHMAN A&N! WAS INDEED NEAR BY, IN THE 

AH! THOSE TWO MUST 
BE ARJUNA AND KRISHNA 
THE FOREMOST AMONG 

MEN AND WARRIORS. M 
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I AM A HUNSRY 
BRAHMAN. GRATIFY ME 
Bv GIVING ME A LOT TELL US ^ 

WHAT YOU WISH TO 
EAT, HOLY ONE, AND 
WE SHALL TRY TO 
. ©IVE IT TO YOU. A 

/ ’ 'L 
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AND THOUGHT 

IVE CAN TACKLE MANY I NCR AS. I 
BUT IVE DO NOT HAVE THE WEAPONS/ 
TO MATCH OUR SKILL AND SPEED. / 
WE ALSO NEED A (SOOD 

| ^ CHARIOT. ^____^-^THEN 
? " . t ' S— = ,E ->01' 

OMARUNA,BRIN© THE ©ANDIVA BOW, 
WITH ITS INEXHAUSTIBLE QUIVERS, 
FOR ARJUNA. BRIN© FOR HIM ALSO A 
CHARIOT; AND FOR KRISHNA, THE 
. SUDARSHANA DISCUS. 

VAHUNA placed allthe weapons AND 7M 

l 15 ) I o AGN > WITH THESE WEAPONS 
s><,u 4'N0 0NE CAN WITHSTAND US. NOW 

EAT as much as you 
[ LIKE f SURROUND THE 
K -OREST WITH PI RE. , 
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L 

URGED ON BV THEM, A6N/ CHANGED HIS FORM. HE THEN BROKE OUT INTO SEVEN 
FLAMES AND SURROUNDED THE FOREST, SETTING IT ABLAZE ON ALL SIDES. 
AS THE FLAMES ROSE HIGH, KR/SHNA TURNED TO 
arjuna . 

I’LL TAKE ON THE 
DENIZENS OP TH 
FOREST AND YOU 
TAKE ON INDRA AN 
THE CELESTIALS. 

AS THEY FROSTED THEMSELVES ON 
OPPOSITE SIDES OF THE FOREST, THE 
SKIES GUDDENLV DARKENED. 

THE FOREST, CHOKED W/TH SMOKE AND 
STRUCK BN LIGHTNING, WAS FEARFUL TO 
LOOK AT. 

I MUST BE ^ 
QUICK! AT THIS RATE' 

WILL AON I 
SMOTHERED 

13 
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THERE * NOT 
A DROP OF RAIN 

SHALL TOUCH A6NI. 
NOT A SINGLE 

CREATURE SHALL 

W/TH A CAVOPY OF ARROWS. 

'V 

'iwt < VJX # j i 

Hrl 

1 BUT, THE A/EXT /MOMENT, 
INDRA RA/SED A 
VIOLENT GALE . .. 
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n WHEN ARJUNA REGA/NED CONSCIOUS- 
<=SS HE WAS FUR/OUS. 

I WILL NOT 
REST TILL I’VE 

VANQUISHED >OU, 

AND HE BEGAN TO 
AIM HIS ARROWS AT 
/NORA IN THE SK/ES. 

SUDDENLY ALL WAS QUIET 

THE ENER6V 
HAS OONE OUT 

OP MV 
THUNDER! 

✓ 

a 

% 

THE WIND WAS 
BLOWN AWAV ALL THE 
CLOUDS. ARJUNA HAS 
USED THE VAVAWA < 
WEAPON AOAJNST j 
v ME! __^ 
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AND LOOKf ON THE 
OTHER SIDE THE 

ASURAS AND NA6AS 
ARE CHARGING 

V FORWARD! 

AND A COOL 

ARJUNA, 
VOU TAKE 
.ON THE 
Idevas— 

■' KRISHNA! 
LOOK! IT’S 

INDRA AND 
THE 

V devas f 

•••AND I’LL DEAL W/TH 
THE ASURAS AND / 

NA0AS. 

KRISHNA SENT HIS DISCUS FLY- 
THE AIR, AND THE 

TERROR. MEANWHILE, ARJUNA 
COUNTERED THE ATTACK OF THE 
DEVAS SO SKILFUUy ••. 
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BUT,ALL THE SAME, HE SENT 
DOWN A SHOWER OF STONES. 

0 

BUT ARJUNA QUICKLY WARDED OFF THE 

17 
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BUT ARJUNA SMASHED IT WITH 
HIS ARROiVS. 

I AM PLEASED! HIS VALOUR 
IS UNMATCHED! AND KRISHNA 
HAS VANQUISHED THE ASURAS 

AND NA6AS WITH H/S DISCUS! 
IF IT WERE NOT FOR - — 
TAKSHAKA I WOUL 

AT THAT MOMENT A VOCE ECHOED 
TRO/A THE HEAVENS. n~ ■ j- 

>OUR FRIEND, TAKSHAKA, 
iS SAFE. WHEN THE FIRE 

BROKE OUT, HE MS AT 
KURUKSHETRA, o INDRA* NO 
°*E CAN DEFEAT ARJUNA 4NC 

TirS^' dND THE DESTRUC- 
''ON Or KHANDAVA HAS 

9EBN ORDAINED BV FATE 
A 50 GIVE UP THE FI0HT 

I AS THEY SAW INDRA RETREATIN6, ARJUNA 
AND KRISHNA LEAPT FOR JON. F 

■----At 
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LOOK, IT’S THE ASURA, MAYA\ 
HE WAS HIDINO IN THAT CAVE ♦ I’LL 
> SET HIM WITH AM A 

DISCUS. 

BUT HE HAD BARELY 
RAISED H/S DISCUS- 

WHEN THE ASURA FLED TO 
ARJUNA 

Q ARJUNA 
PROTECT 

ME* 
J SINCE 
~ YOU ASK 

FOR MY 
PROTECTION 
YOU SHALL 

\ HAVE IT. 

ARJUNA HAS 
GIVEN HIS WO 
v LEAVE HIM 
ft ALONE, A6NI. 

| i ik 
I //I 
■ (m /11 

hA 

WfSi / I 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
I 

WHEN QUIET WAS RESTORED, AON/ BLAZED FORTH FOR FIFTEEN DAYS T/LL HE 

TOR YOUR VALOUR i 
D MISHT.YOU DESERVE 
BOON EACH. ASK FOR 

ONE THAT IS NOT 
AVAILABLE TO / 

MEN. 

BESTOW ALL THE 
WEAPONS ON ME 
WITH THE KNOWL¬ 
EDGE OF HOW TO 
USE THEM. > 

MAY MY FRIENDSHIP 
WITHARJUNA LAST 

jL for ever. ^ 

SO BE IT, KRISHNA. AND YOU 
ARJUNA, SHALL RECEIVE THE 
WEAPONS WHEN YOU NEED 

THEM MOST. 
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AS /NORA WENT AWAY, /T WAS AON/9S 
TURN TO BESTOW A REWARD. 

\ HAVE BEEN GRATIFIED 
BY YOU. YOU SHALL,AT 
MY COMMAND, BE ABLE 
TO TRAVEL ANYWHERE 

AT WILL. 

LTV 
•K? 

1 

WELL, KRISHNA, 
WHAT CAN WE 

ASK OF OUR 
v FRIEND? y] 

MAYA, YOU ARE THE GREAT 
ARCHITECT OF THE ASURAS. 

WHY DON’T YOU BUILD A 
SABHA* FOR YUDHISHTHIRA ? 

BUILD ONE THAT W/LL 
BE UNSURPASSED 

IN SPLENDOUR. 

* HALL 21 
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that was how —-— *--/_ 

INDuCEn nfe* *&? HIS AiRSAD^H^n0 JH£ MAON,F/CENT HAL L THAT BECAME 
JMED them to deceitfof* v nl^ ^ COUSINS, THE KAURAVA5, AND 

---_ JAEPRtVE 'TUDHIQHTHIRA of his kino pom • 
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r 
r i r< 

AH* KRISHNA, 
NOW THAT THE SANDIVA 
BOW IS MINE, NO ONE 
CAN DEPEAT ME. EVEN 
INDRA WAS HELPLESS 

A6AINST MY ARROWS? 

V\X\ 

COlX^LljlALl I-\ 
r^: V:y>*iz 

4 * i il| 

ARJUNA HUMBLED 
~ 

* 

>.v 

*•#•••• 

gT 
C* V 

ARJUNA, 77/E PANDAVA, HAD COME TO VISIT KRISHA/A AT DWARKA 

a 
11*. 

SUDDENLY, THEY HEARD A LOUD CRY. SEEING A BRAHMAN OUTSIDE, THEY 
WENT TO HIM — 

1\ 

WHAT IS TROUBL-/ EI6HT TIMES HAVE 
ING VOU, /I APPEALED TO OUR 
FRIEND ? KING TO SAVE MV 

DEAD SONS AND EIGHT 
lyVIES HAS HE IGNORED 

! NOW I HAVE LOST MV 
K NINTH SON! 
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THOUGH HE IS A WAKRIUK 
HE IS FOND OF PLEASURE. 
IF HE HAD CONTROL OVER 
HIMSELF, WOULD HE BE r 

SO CALLOUS? A 

WHY DOESN’T 
KRISHNA RESPOND? 
HAS HE LOST ALL * 

■W COMPASSION? 

WHEN THE BRAHMAN CONTINUED TO LAMENT, 
ARJUNA COULD NO LONGER BEAR IT. 

DON’T GRIEVE, MY FRIEND. 
I WILL PROTECT THE NEXT SON 
JA BORN TO you. IP I FAIL,I WILL 

BURN MYSELF ON A PYRE 
FOR MAKING A FALSE 

x-^ PROMISE. ^ 

WHEN BALARAA1A, 
PRADYUAANA AND 
ANIRUDDHA —ALL 
MIGHTY warriors 
COULD NOT PROTE' 
MV SONS, HOW 

CAN YOU? 

TALES OF ARJUNA 

VANITY \NAS STUNG. ARJUNA9S 

MAY NOT BE YOUR 
BALARAMA OR KRISHM 
- BUT I AM ARJUNA 
THE PANDAVA,AND 

I WIELD THE 

NOW 60 HOME AND LET ME 
KNOW WHEN YOUR WIFE IS 

ABOUT TO DELIVER HER 
(Gm TENTH CHILD. I WILL 
Hf* WAIT IN DWARKA 

TILL THEN 

SOME TIME 
later— 

ARJUNA! COME! IT IS 
TIME! PLEASE SAVE 
MY SON FROM THE 

ARJUNA SNATCHED 
0AN DIVA BOW 0 0 * 

. ■ • AND WENT WITH THE 8NAHMAN. 
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"' MD COVERED THE HUT WITH A THICK NETWORK OF ARROWS. 

J '* r' 77fi4^i 

' : ■ . V :u.. 
JNo,< ’ 

* • * »v* • ' .Jit I. 

.3 t\.< •.. }tyjpSt'&pr *r7*0m’ • 
. ^V;i"‘ */?. I*’ N Hi*** V. 
tV^ t‘ -».t»j y'!ll V |pKH>uS) 

#7y 411 i ”* ■ 
*'i*v' j 
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WHERE’S m 
THE BABY ? WHY gg 

ARE YOU Jf 
HE.- HE...CRIED 

A LITTLE AFTER HE WAS 
0ORN. •- AND* .'THEN- 
k JUST VANISHED? 

• ^^ 

J] 'll 

wwv 
^au H J ft o ' iTil 1 ^ 

[\h / nl A 

!**> 1 ^ 
~rvA ■ syTr 

kl 

THE BRAHMAN 
HUT LIKE ONE 

RUSHED OUT OF THE YOU HAD PROMISED TO 
SAVE MY CHILD! YOU HAVE 

BROKEN YOUR . 
PROMISE! / 

BE PATIENT, FRIEND 
I’LL BRINS YOUR 

. SON BACK 
V TO YOU. M 

MOUNTING HIS CHARIOT, ARJUNA SEARCHED 
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ARJUNA SOON had A o\£ 

1 " — 1 

I CAN SEE YOU \ 
HAVE -AILED. 
WHN' HAVE YOU 
COME BACK? 
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A5 HE WAS ABOUT TO JUMP /N70 /T 
i- T ~J 

V WAIT, ARJUNA*/ 

DO NOT PUNI5H YOURSELF' 
J WILL SHOW YOU WHERE 
\ the BRAH/MAN’S SONS * 

t- ' V C< ARE. COME WITH 

THE BEMUSED ARJUNA 
CHARIOT— HHI 

WE WILL 60 
TOWARDS THE 

WEST. ^ 1 

REGIONS OF THE NIGHT. 

OH • I CAN’T SEE A 
THINS'ARE YOU THERE KRISHNA? 
HAS THE CHARIOT STOPPED? 

THE HORSES 
HAVE STOPPED BECAUSE 

OF THE 9LINDIN0 
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RAISED HS DISCUS 
1 1 KRISHNAf6 DISCUS WHIRRED qa/ aucTC 

nrrriKiA wrry {rs 0/V/V LU5TRs A 

TH ROUSH THE DARKNESS 

SOON THEN REACHED 
THE OCEAN OF MILK, 
THE ABODE OF VISHNU. 
KRISHNA SOWED 70 THE 
LORD, OF WHOM HE 
WAS BU T A PART. 

hejnnarEB. ** A MOMENT. 
HcA HE f 700f SC A ED IN REVERENCE. 

r H'-Jj w ' __ _ f 

9RAKV1AN 90V5 " 
EROUeWT WE;?E 70 OIVE YOU 
AN CPPORTUNTY TQ COME MERE, 

• ;; "c!lV ^HE ^SLRAS AND MELP PRE 
fnnpE,Z^I D'V/NE THAT IS 

\ 0U^ M'SSlON. APTER FINISH- 
^ v jN6 IT, COME BACK “ 

V Quickly to me. 

tales of arjuna 

AH! KRISHNA,YOU KNEW 
ALL ALONG THAT THEY WERE 
HERE • NO WONDER YOU 

WERE SILENT AND 
—, UN/MOVED. ._JMy 

AND THEN A EMM REALISED WHY 
THIS WHOLE DRAMA HAD BEEN PLANED. 

0 KRISHNA, I NOW UNDERSTAND, 
WHATEVER MANLINESS AND 
POWERS A MAN MAY HAVE , IT IS 
ALL THROUGH THE ©RACE OF ©OD. 

TAKING THEIR LEAVE OF VISHNU, KRISHNA AND ARJUNA PUT THE TEN SONS 
OF THE BRAHMAN IN THE CHARIOT AND LEFT FOR CM/ARAKA. \- 


