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Tales of Avvaiyaar

Avvaiyaar, the renowned Tamil poetess,
came to be revered as a saint. She had no
one home and travelled where her fancy
took her. This brought her intlo "ontact
with all sorts of people. Poor and rich,
commoner and king, were alike to her.

A story is told of the origins of
Avvaiyaar. It is said that she was born of
a low-caste mother and a high-caste
father. The father forced the mother to
abandon the child. but this story is not
accepted by all.

There is also a popular belief that the
cowherd boy who came to the aid of the
hungry Awvaiyaar was Lord Muruga (or
SUBRAHMANYA) himself come down to
meet the great poetess. And. of course, it
was only before this deity In disguise that
Avvaiyaar acknowledged defeat.

Avvaiyaar's poems are vigorous and
zestful and full of earthy common sense
and wisdom. They also provide telling
insights into human nature.

—— —— —m e —  m— =

Because of labour unrest, we have
not been able to maintain the printing
and despatch schedules of Amar Chitra
Katha and Tinkle from the middle of
October 1984. The inconvenience
caused to our subscribers and our
readers is regretted.

We hope to be back on schedule
in the near future.

~ Publishers.
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OUR NEXT RELEASE ON
February 1, 1985

TAPATI
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POET AVVAINARR
| 1s HERE TO SEE
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AWAI! YOu HAVE COME 'a"'";::::: HE,

AT LAST TO THREAD Lolal A et R T s
YOUR SWEET VERSES fiie e

b\ LIKE PEARLS ON THE 3 =

BARE STRING OF

'.F)ﬂg}' AVVAI! DEAR 1"‘1“‘* ::::::::i;?'r.__.ﬁ
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ANY KING WOULD
1 GLADLY PROVIDE
YOU WITH A CAR-
RIAGE. BUT, NO, vou A
WILL INSIST ON
WEARING OUT
YOUR FEET.

| AM 50 HAFPPY
TO SEE YOU AGAIM,
PAARI .

LOOK TIRED.




amar chitra katha

] WOULDP BE
EATREMELY
UNCOMFORTABLE
IN A
CARRIAGE .

MY SIMPLE
AVVAL !

COME , REFRESH
YOURSELF WITH A
WASH AND A

AFTER AVVAI HAD A WASH, PARRI LED HER
TO THE DPINING-CHAMBER OF THE PALACE.

HOW DELICIOUS
THIS PAYASAM ™

SERVE HER
SOME MORE.

NO, MY FRIEND,
PON'T. THIS sTOMACH B
WILL ACCEPT OHNLY

WHAT IT NEEDS FOR
A DAY, NOT FOR

AFTER HER MEAL , AVVA] SPENT THE REST
OF THE DAY WITH PRARI,DELIGHTING HIM

WITH HER VERSES.
WP

W

= i

SUPERE !
SUPERE |1

A SWEET DISH MADE OF MILK AND RICE

2




TlLEE OF AVVAIYAAR

=4 N |§":‘.’f"‘“
l ?

SHE 1S THE ONLY
SOLACE IN MY

TROUBLED LIFE AS
A KING. HOW CAN
| LET HER GO#

?H.ﬂ RI, | AM

EEETLEEE
I -'I'II.IET Go

BUT HE D0 NOT PROTEST. GOOPBYE, 1

ALL RIGHT GO, AVVAI. MY FRIEND.

| CANNOT STOP You. | YOU WILL
d{TL ALWAYS BE

IH MY
THGUEHTB




tra katha
s Al FIGURE RODE TOWARDS MER..,

——l-'-— e — THE

WHAT ! ALL RIGHT, HERE
A ROBBER IM YOuU ARE | BUT YOUR
KING WILL HEAR OF
THIS, BELIEVE ME.

HAND OVER ALL
YOou HAVE, IF You !
VALUE YOUR PAARI'S

WHEN THE ROBBER = L it s AVUAI MADE HER WAY BACK TO
HAD RIDDEN AWAY... F . & THE PALACE.




AVVAI ! You
ARE BACK!

TALES OF AVVAIYAAR

YES, BUT ONLY
TO TELL YoU HOW
DISTURBEDP | AM!

cae BUT TO THINKE
THAT THERE RARE
ROBBERS N THIS
LAND ... THE LAND
OF GOOP KIMG
PAARI |

DISTURBED?
WHY 2

) HAVE BEEN
ROBBED, MY
FRIEND .| AM
NOT UPSET AT
LOSING MY
BELONGINGS...

WHAT | AM | HEARING
RIGHT 2 WHO DARED
PO SUCH A THING |

HE SHALL BE SEVERELY
PUNISHED |
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NOW WHAT wouLD R
THE PROPER PUNISH — gl
MENT BE? LET ME

LA
AR
AVRIRAMARAYY
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YES ... YES, ..
HIs HAMDS
MUST BE CcUT
OFF !

YOURSELF.

NO,AVVAL. SHOW HIM
NO MERCY. HERE 15
A SWORD. DO IT




TRLES LH AW AT AAR

DON'T | AM THE
PAARI, )... Y ROBBER, AVVAL |
| PON'T .r"r COULD NOT THINK OF

UNDERSTAND. | ANY OTHER WRY
\ \  OF BRINGIN® 40U 4

HESITATE.
CUT THEM

AL} )

AFFECTION

’ § you STAY ON
2 | IN THIS ROBBERS
KINGDOM 2

SIOTEDDO RS

STAYED THERE FOR A FEW
| MORE MONTHS.




LA Crrina KUADnG

THEN , LEAVING PRARI’S KINGDOM, AVVAI CONTINUED ON HER WANDERINGS. ONE DAY,
HER PATH LED NER THROUGH A VAST STRETCH OF BARBEN cOUNTRY.

AS SHE WALKED ON, HUNGER ANLD THIRST

BEGAN TO TORMENT HER.

NOT A SINGLE
FRUIT-BEARING TREE!
NOT A STREAM O9F WATER

IMN SIGHT!

A JAMUN ™ TREE!
IS IT REAL? OR
AM | SEEING
THINGS @

FOR THE STRENGTH
TO SHAKE THE FRUIT
powM , | woulp
FIRST HAVE TO EAT

A FEW OF THEM !

* A LUSCIOUS DPARK VIOLET ‘FRUIT-



TALES OF AVVAIYAAR

EVEN THERE , TRAPPED IN SUCH A SITUATION , AWAI BIO NOT
LOSE HER SENSE OF HUMOUR . i

o MY BAG OF TROUBLES,
IE | ASK YOU TO MAMAGE
WITHOUT FOOD FOR ONE DAY,
You CANMOT. YET, WHENM
You COULD HAVE TAKEN IM
ENOUGH FOR DAYS TO COME,
you PID NOT AGREE.NEVER
WILL YOU UNPERSTAND mY
TROUBLES . YOU ARE A
DIFFICULT ONE TO LIVE
WITH 1I¥

NOW, WHEN THIS
STOMACH CANMOT
GET A THING TO

EAT, HOW KEENLY
IT HUMGERS FOR
YOUR PAYASAM,

PAARI!

WE BOW TO THE
UNDESERVING , WE

CROSS THE SEAS, WE
PUT ON MANY ALCTS,

WE ENSLAVE PEOFLE
AND RULE OVER THEM,
WE SING THE PRAISES
OF ALL KINDS OF MEN—
ALL FOR A MEASURE
OF RICE FOR THIS
THYRANT.

FOR A MEASURE OF
KRICE AMDP FOR FOUR
CUBITS OF CLOTH TO
COVER HIS BODY, MAN
MUST THINK AND
THINK OF HIS :
EIGHTY CRORE

AVVA! LAUGHED AT THESE VERSES,
COMPOSELD ON AN EMPTY STOMACH I




THEN SHE BEGAN TO MUSE.
SUDDENIY A VOICE BROKE
INTO HER® THOUGHTS.

amar chitra katha

A BoY @
WHAT IS HE
POING IN
THIS LONELY

MY CHILD,
| AM TIRED AND
HUNGRY. WILL

YOu THROW ME
SOME FRUIT 2

CERTAINLY,
PAATI ! DO You 3 s
WANT HOT FRUIT RS

OR COLD ?

%

HOT FRUIT
OR COLD 2 HE'S
TEASIMG ME.
| WILL
HUMOUR HIM.

g

S g e

e
e




PALES LA Ay WATT & AR

MMM —THROW
ME SOME HOT

BUT BEFORE PUTTING THEM INTO MER
MOUTH , SHE HAD TO BLOW AWHRY THE
sT oN
THEM.

WHY ARE you
LAUGHING,

PLUCKING SOME JAMUNS, THE BOY THREW
THEM DOWN. AVVA! PICKED THEM UF.

'J. e ko ik
. ]

FRUITS TOO
HOT,
PRATI 2




LAV IRAE PR E R AREE T TS

BE CAREFUL .BLOW

HARD AND COOL THEM
OR yOou MIGHT SCALDP
YOUR TOMGUE.

WHAT DO
You MERN 2

e ——

SUDDENLY, AVWAI UNDERSTOOD THAT THE B0Y HAD MADE A PUN ON THE WORD "HAT *,

= ==

B9 | AN OLD AXE WHO couLD 21} =T
J WITHSTAND THE HARDEST EBONY,
MUST ACKNOWLEDGE DEFEAT

BEFORE THIS YOUMG PLANTAIMN
:..-'.'.4" S5TEM. e
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| CANNOT SLEEP FOR TWO NIGHTS
NOW, HAVING ADMITTED DEFEAT AT
THE HANDS OF THIS 40UNG COWHERDy —

. GRAZING HIS BLACK e

BUFFALOES.
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THE SOLE AVVAI OFTEN VISITED THE COURTS OF KINGS WHERE SHE

CONSIDEH ATION WAS WELCOMED WITH WARMTH AND HERRD WITH RESPECT.

;"r"({iii’i[ﬁ AH, AVVAI. I'VE BEEN THINKING :i:__,::!g _ = -
.l.Jl.'. . wl

[

OF YOUl . | HAVE T APPOINT A
HEW MINISTER .| HNEED
YOUR ADVICE.

©)F

WHY , THERE GO
THE TWO MEN
| HAVE IN mIND!

DON'T HOU THINK IT WOULD BE WISER TO
APFPOINT MY RELATIVE RATHER THAN ONE

WHO 15 IN NO WAY CONNECTED
WITH ME?

THE OTHER
IS MY
COUSIN.




) THE PISEASE WE ARE
BORM WITH cOuULD KILL
N WS. ON THE OTHER

| HAND THE HERB THAT
7. GROWS IN THE DISTANT

JUNGLE CURES US.

amar Crmra Katnog

MERIT SHOULD BE
THE SOLE COMSIDER -
ATION IN APPOINTING
A PERSON TC A POSITION
OF RESPONSIBILITY. FIND
OUT WHICH OF THEM 15
MORE CAPABLE , JUST
AND TRUST WORTHY
AND APPOINT HIM,

| AM GRATEFUL TO
you , AVWAIL, WHEN

| SEEK ADVICE NO OME
SPEAKS OUT FREELY...

THAT IS ANOTHER
S QUALITY 40U MUST/
??..1 LOOK FOR IN THE
M mINISTER YOU
1.—,..:--14 APPOINT,

AVVAL,

I HAVE

HP'F'E'LNTED THE NEW
MINISTER. .-

',/:HHD MERIT WAS THE
SOLE CONSIDERATION
IN MY CHOICE.

| AM HAPPY
TO HEAK




TALES OF AVVAIYAAR

VARAPPUYARA

CONCE AVVAI WAS INVITED TO A KINGDOM WHERE AN
ASSEMBLY OF POETS WAS TO BE HELD. AS USUAL , SHE

WALKED AiLL THE WAY THERE.

WILL THE
DROUGHT THIS TIME
MEAN THE DEATH

THIS SPRING,
TO0, 1S PRYING

THE CROPS ARE
RUINED. WHAT
SHALL WE DO
FOR FOODTY

AVVA! REACHED THE PALACE AS THE POETS
BEGAN TO READ OUT THEIR COMPOSITIONS.

ONE AFTER ANOTHER THEY PRAISED THE

KING AND BLESSED HiM WITH A LONG
LIFE AND A PROSPEROUS REIGN.

=
s

COMNTE. OMN PAGE 19
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This dam. built by the Chola kinfi
1800 years ago, is the oldest in € |
On which river does it stand ?

L

|. r i T.F - ‘ iy i ';.
DID YOU KNOW...
...that in the Hall of a Thousand

Pillars of the Madurai Temple, This 1220-metre-long temple corridor, the bng
there are carved pillars which

when tapped produce musical in our country, be[nng':; to a temple o ilar
notes ? PE the Palk Straits. What is the name of the templ
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QUIZ INDIA-15 (Answers) A.The Sun B. Pushpaka C. The Peacodk
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Rules:

1. Thee niest ity all-correct entries will
each win a prize of Rs. 10,

The remaning all-correct entries wall
ac i win & colourtul picture post card.
}.  The decsion of the judges s iinal and
bancling,

4. Mail your entres, (entry torm gaen
beluw to

AMAK CHITRA KATHA QULNZ CONTEST
Post Bag No, 16542
Cumballa Hill PO, Bombay-400 026

!;sagn is the oldest in
) river does it stand ?

This is the temple in Tamil Nadu
where Shiva is represented as
MNataraja. What is the name of
this temple ¢

temp The Tirukkural 1s a world-
gs 1o ahl:::::m th. famous Tamil Classic. Who
was its author ?
it is the name of the MI:rph?
ipaka C. The Peacock : D. Vasuki

P------_---—_---- =

Q) 0246

ll"lll:llﬂ

ENTRY FORM
Name :

Age ; i
Address :

State :.
Pin Code :

MY ANSWERS

The last dete for receiving
antrins : 14,2 88
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TALES UF AVVAITAAR
| FINALLY , AVVA! ROSE TO HER FEET, EVERYONE WAITED EAGERLY TO HEAR HER ¢cOMPOSITION.

O KING, A PARROT IS FOND OF THE WORDS IT
HAS LEARNT, AND 1S NEVER ASHAMED OR
TIRED OF REPEATING THEM.BUT IT
BECOMES SPEECHLESS AND GIVES
BUT ONE TERRIFIED CRY WHEN |T
SEES A BIG CAT APPROACHING ITS

50,0 KING, THE N
POEM | PRESENT
BEFORE YOUu IS

VARAPPUYARA®

X
A
)

BN
24

lr'..'-.--:,i-
g

Rl WY

Y WHAT KIND OF
POEM 12 THAT?2

% LET BUNDS BRE RRAISED (VARADEY] UYARAY



BUT THE KING KNEW THERE wWAS MORE To

IT THAN THAT.

GRATEELUL IF YOU
EXPLAINED YOUR
POEM TO UsS.

BY VARAPPUYARA ,| MAKE mY
REQUEST THAT You RAISE

BUNDS |IN YOUR. LAND. THESE
BUNDS WILL INCREASE THE

LEVEL OF THE WATER.
MORE WATER WILL "
| ENABLE You TO o il
| IRRIGATE YOUR LAND
BETTER AND YOUR

PEOPLE WILL
FROSPER .

AVVAL, | wouLpP BE‘\'

O KING, | AM A POET;
WORDS COME EASILY TO ME.
BUT EVEN | AM STRUCK
PUMB WHEN | S8EE THE
HORRORS OF DPROUGHT
AND FAMINE IN YOUR

AVVAI, You HAVE SPOKEN
LIKE THE GREAT POET AND
W HUMANITARIAN -
2R\ THAT you _ARE. B

%

| ==
| 1\ S
THEREAFTER. , THE POETS AND MINISTERS
ALL LEFT.

_; .I I|I g .l'_'qh .' -

THE KING WHO TILL THEN HAD BEEN S0
ENTHUSIASTIC, SUDDENLY NAD SECOND THOUGH

3 [ | - T B, - I
. *'EV’ i HMM... BUNDS |

BUMDS EVERYWHERE
WILL PEPLETE OUR
ROYAL TREASURY.

0 KING, WHAT
Hou SA4d REMINDS
ME OF ANOTHER




y A SCULPTOR
CARVES AwAY STONE
OHLY TO ¢REATE AN
EXGQUIBITE PIECE OF
ART. THESE ACTIONS
THAT SEEM TO TAKE
AWAY ONLY
L. APD TO mANKIND'S
REAL WEALTH.

GIVING AWAY .
ALMS MAY DIMINISH
A MAN'S MATERIAL q

WEALTH, BUT IT ADDS
TO HIS SPIRITUAL
WEALTH .

NOW LIKE DEAD — .
MATTER. IT WILL WP ————ee e

GAIM LIFE ONLY IF \
40U USE I'T FOR A Y 40l ARE RIGHT,
GOOD CAUSE. AYVAl. | WILL DO

AS 40U
ADVISE.

THE MONEY IN "\“‘l‘ﬂ // AND THE VERY NEXT DAY, THE WORK QN THE
YOUR TREASURY IS \ : s BUNDS WAS BEGLN.

) d |.:' "y F ] ) l‘l =
[~ '.. ] ".fr‘;.{"! |r:.|- ..-r ._-r, !r - F
AW A=




AVVAI TO THE

RESCUE

\\

STREET, You

TH
i FILTHY URCHIN!

KICK HIMI Him !

KEEP OUT OF OUR ¥

ONE DAY, AS AVUAR] WAS PASSING THROUGH A WLLAGE —

I'M GOING...
PLEASE ...

POM'T HURT
ME.

LEAVE THE CHILD ALONE!
CRUEL, HEARTLESS menN'!
=l WHAT ARE 40U

WHAT ARE YOU POING
HERE, OLD WOMAN 2 WE
ARE KEEPING OUR STREET
CLEAR OF POLLUTION. WHO
ARE 40U TO STOP US7?




IRkl Tl FRE FFOUE RN ERE S

PON'T MOVE
ANOTHER

LET ME JUST
LAY MY

| WILL, NOT LET
Yyou TOUucCH A HAIR
OM THIS CHILDP.

BREAKING CASTE
RULES AT YOUR
RGE , ARE YOU ?

THERE ARE MO CASTES,

BUT TWO. ONE : THE GOOD
—2¥>, WHO HELP THE POOR
A== IN DISTRESS; THE
OTHER; THE LOW-BORN
THAT WILL NOT




amar chitra katha

INDEER ! AMD

WHO SAYS
THIS €

ALL RELIGIONS SAY
THIS . PO GOODP AND
REFRAIN FROM

HA, HA 1 LOOK AT THIS
HAG TEACHING US
RELIGIONM . US — THE
BRAHMANAS, IN WHOM
GO VESTED ALL
KMOWLEDGE !

BROTHER WAIT !
| HAVE RECOGMISED

WHO 185 THIS
SEMILE ,
oLp... ¢

THE GREAT POET
AVVAIYAAR.




TALES OF AVVAIYAAR

FRIEND, HGW VAIN YOU ARE
OF YOUR. KNMOWLEDGE OF
THE SHASTRAS AND
THE PURANAS |

HUMPH | SO SHE'S
A POET | BUT WHAT
CAN SHE KNOW

OF THE SHASTRAS

AMD THE
PURAMAS...?

LOOK... LOOK AT THE
ANT'S WONDERFUL
CORRIDORS IHN THE

..LOOK AT THE HONEY
AND THE HIVE THE LITTLE
BEE MAKES OR THE
SPIDER'S PELICATE WEB...
SUCH THINGS ARE
BEYOND MORTAL MEN.

25



LET HO ONE THEREFORE
BOAST OF KNOWING THIS OR
THAT... EVERY CREATURE
ON THIS EARTH EACELS
IN SOMETHING .

el

amar chrira katha

== -;:"":'_

YOou ARE NOT
THE CENTRE OF THE
EARTH, O BRAHMANA,

=\
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THE BRAHMANA LOOKED AS IF HE WOULD
EXPLODE, THEN SLOWLY ...

c.s AND FOLLOWED BY THE OTHERS HE
QUIETLY LEFT THE SCLENE.
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TALES OF AVVAIYA AH

| svval OFTEN SPENT TIME IN THE KINGDOM OF THE
| MIGHTY KING ADAIYAMAN , WHOM SHE HELD AS ONE
| 5F HER DEAREST FRIENDS. ONE DAY —

AVVAI AND

I - I
Loow. DEPRESSED TODAY.
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AVVAI, THE NEIGHBOURING RING, 2 AVVA] IMMEDIATELY MADE FOR
THONDAIMAN , HAS CHALLENGED - X THONDAIMAN'S KINGDOM ...
ME TO BATTLE . OH, WHAT A WASTE
15 WAR ;L OF LIVES ... OF ENERGY
*...OF RESOURCES.
: SOMETHING
ABOUT THIS,

: AVVAI, | AM

Y GLAD TO SEE YOU.
] AM ON MY WAY
TO THE ARMOURY.
COME WITH ME.




amar chitra katha ‘
AND AT THE ARMOURY, THONDAIMAN PROUDLY SHOWED AVWAI WIS ARRAY OF WERSPONS ,

SHE WILL KNOW
MY STRENGTH NOW
AND WILL PROBABLY
REPORT IT TO
APRIYAMAN .

THONDAIMAN LOOKED THOUGHTFULLY

AT WIS GLEAMING WEAPONS THAT HAD
NOT KNOWN MANY WERS.T 3

TG &
it}

O THONDAIMAN,
YOUR WEAPONS ARE
CLEAN, WELL-OILED AND
SHINY . BUT APAIYAMAN'S
WEAPONS ARE SOILED

A WITH BLOOD, AND Ll

u -
1 CONSTANTLY UNDER ﬁ""ila

1_1\

- i
- .

=
by

/

AN

AT ONCE , HE UNDERSTOOD THE IMPLICATION OF THE wWORDS OF THE POET.
WISE AVVEI, 4OU HAVE
COMPLIMENTED ME ON MY KEEPING
MY WEAPONS IN TRIMy BUT AT

THE SAME TIME 40U HAWE FOREWARNED
ME OF ADAIYAMAN'S VALOUR
AND EXPERIENCE IN
BATTLE.




P rr 15 e runeic SO | KCSemios o sove, e vere
RAIN SHALL FALL SEASONALLY
GRINDING - STONE TO BLESS You AND

GO AND TELL
ADAIYAMAN THAT
THE WAR 1S

T4 ERTB AT =
 EADNRNG A e s o
YOUR DPECISION IS

o =TT A WORTHY ONE, 0 KING.
ot I WAR 1S5 SELF-PESTRUCTION. I

FOR SPARING WOMEN THE LO3S oF

FOR HELP, I~ A THEREFORE YOUR (/ THE RAIN WILL
PEOPLE . FALL FOR MY HHE,

AVVAI 2

el
S !
~f'_4'!"
_"*‘i":‘_‘:i-

e —

A

YES | IF ON THIS
ANCIENT EARTH, THERE
IS OME G00OD MAN THE
GLAD CLOUDS WILL POUR
THEIR RAIM FOR HIM . BUT
ALL MAY HAVE THE RAIN #
THAT POURS FOR HIS h

SAKE.
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