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RAMA BARNS A TITlt 

LONG AGO) A WISE YOUTH CALLED PAM A 

WAS PLAYING WITH HIS FRIENDS. 

VDDENLY AN OLD WOMAN CAME BY. 

SUCH MISFORTUNE COULD 
ONLY BEFALL A WIDOW. IF 

ONLY I HAD SOMEONE TO 
FI6HT FOR ME) WOULD 

THE JUDGE DARE PASS , 
\ SUCH AN UNJUST A 

VERDICT? ^ -%v 
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ONE DAY, FOUR OF MY LODGERS CAME TO ME 
SEALED POT.  -—. M 
-1 i MOTHER,PLEASE' 

V KEEP THIS J jj ' 
^ FOR US. y i ■ 

W/THA 

A FEIN DAYS LATER, AS THE FOUR OF THEM WERE 
OUTSIDE THE HOUSE— i—-r-rr  -^ 

BUTTERMILK* 
DELICIOUS 

BUTTERMILK! 

/ TOOK THE POT. AND REMEM-' 
BER, MOTHER,] 
IT SHOULD BE i 
v RETURNED 
t ONLY IF ALL, 

FOUR OF us; 
altogether 
\ \ ASK FOR IT. 

THE YOUNGEST OF THEM 
CAME IN. m —7 * ^ 

MV FRIENDS 
HAVE SENT ME IN^ 
TO ASK FOR THE 
BRASS POT WE i 
LEFT WITH YOU./ 

M SORRY. I CAN 3T 
Give it unless 
all four of you 

THE OLD WOMAN CONTROLLED HER 
GRIEF AND TOLD HER TALE. 

I MAKE A LIVING 
BY TAKING IN 

LODGERS. 

J 

. 

^ T. 

YOU 
ASK FOR IT 

TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

WELL,MY FRIENDS > 
ARE OUTSIDE .YOU CAN 
^CHECK WITH THEM. ^ 

l 'A HEy) VOu OUT 
&/ THERE!YOUR FRIEND 
1/ SAYS YOU’VE SENT 
ft HIM IN “OR THE POT. 

SHALL I GIVE IT TO 
infew him? a 

YES! YES! 
AND BE QUICK 
. ABOUT IT. > HOW WAS I TO 

KNOW THAT THEY HA[ 
SENT THEIR YOUNG 
FRIEND IN TO FETCH 
AN EMPTY POT TO 

BUY BUTTERMILK IN ■ 

I UNDERSTAND. ^ 
PLEASE CONTINUE 
A\OTHER.WHAT 

HAPPENED AFTERj 
THAT ? yk 

V?%%< 



AMVim \ Wl II MV % • w % • • • 

WHAT IS THAT 

FOOL DOING? 
WHERE IS 

. THE POT ?. 

OH,|VE GIVEN U ^<i/A 
TO YOUR FRIEND, SEAL \ 
INTACT. HE TOOK /TOUT N 

THROUGH THE BACK DOOR 

SEAL INTACT | WHICH 
s POT DID YOU J 
V6IVE HIM? >C 

WHY* THE POT YOU HAD 

ASKEDME TO KEEP, hasn't 
\ HE BROUGHT IT TO YOU?y 

>£ TOOK THE POT AND WENT OUT THROUGH THE BACK 
DOOPJ WAS PUZZELED. 

WHY IS HE USINGW* 

THE BACK DOOR? ^ 

WELL, IT’S NO CONCERN 
^ OF MINE! /v._/ 

A UTTLE LATER, 
SIDE CAME IN. ra 

TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

TO MV SURPRISE, THEY WERE FURIOUS. 

r FOOLISH n 

WOMAN! YOU’LL 
PAY FOR THIS, 

*YOU OLD HAG!/ 

TO THE CITY JUDGE AND TOLD HIM THEIR STORY. BUT THEY DID. I MEAN 
THEY SENT THE ROGUE 

IN. I EVEN CHECKED 
JVWITH THEM.THEY**v" 

SHE HAD STRICT INSTRUC¬ 
TIONS NOT TO PART WITH 
THE POT UNTIL ALL FOUR 

vOF US JOINTLY ASKED / 
FOR IT. / 

THE JUDGE REFUSED TO HEAR ME OUT 

SILENCE, WOMAN. THE 
FOUR LODGERS DID NOT 
JOINTLY ASK YOU FOR 
IT. YOU ARE GUILTY. 

EITHER RETURN THE POT 

OR BE PREPAREDTO 
V GO TO PRISON, y/ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

THE LODGERS MUST V^yT 
have been thieves and W 
THE POT CONTAINED THEIR #1/ 1/ 
LOOT. NOW THEY WANT TO V 
MAKE THIS poor widow yM 
^ „ PAY POP THEIR 

FOLLY., y fl» ?•' 

/PAMA WAS LOST IN THOUGHT. 

HE WAS DISGUSTED WITH THE JUDGE AND EVEN MORE 
WITH HfS RiNG. pr 

TucEaJS>N6 MBN WH0 *ERE PASSING by HEARD HIS PPAAADk' THEY CAUGHT RAMA * • • 

TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

RAMA STEPPED BOLDLY UP AND TOOK THE 
SEAT, r- 
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amar chitra katha 

when the parties 
AND THE/R STATEMENTS 
RAMA PRONOUNCED HIS THE PLAINTIFFS 

,'E NO CASE. UN LESS 
- FOUR OF THEM ASK 
2 THE POT, HOW CAN 

THE WIDOW PART 
WITH IT? 

LET THEM PRODUCE 
THE FOURTH FELLOW 
AND THE WIDOW WILL 
GIVE THEM THE POT. 

FROM THAT DAY RAMA CAME 
TO BE KNOWN AS MAR YAP 

RAMA OR RAMA THE JU** 
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TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

RAMA FIRST HEARD THE PLAINTIFF. 

/ SIR,I HAD A VALUABLE 
/RUBY WHICH I LEFT WITH 

THIS MAN FOR SAFE-KEEP 
\ IN6 WHEN I WENT 
^ ON A PILGRIMAGE J 

KllFOUR YEARS AGOv^ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

r~"- - 
THE DEFENDANT HAP dff'BED HIS OWN WASHERMAN, 
BARBER AND COOK TD COME AND SUPPORT MS STORY. 

RAMA TURNED TO HIS ATTENDANT. 

GIVE ALL FIVE OP THEM SOME 
CLAY AND A5K EACH OF THEM , 
TO MAKE A MODEL OF THE y 

PRECIOUS STONE. - ,'j. 

r \ 

TALES OF MARVADA RAMA 

WHEN THE MODELS 
ARE READY SEND 

v THEM TO ME. ^ 

THE PLAINTIFF AND THE DEFENDANT HAD NO PROBLEM. THEY KNEW THAT the 
PREC/OUS STONE WAS A RUBY AND GOT DOWN TO WORK ON THEIR MODELS 

BUT THE FALSE WITNESSES WHO HAD NEVER SEEN THE RUBY, DID NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO. 60 EACH I 
OF THEM MADE A MODEL OF WHAT WAS TO HIM A PRECIOUS STONE-THE STONE USED IN h $ TRADE. | 

> THAT’S IT* IT MUST 
HAVE BEEN A WHET- 

f STONE.WHAT STONE 
v COULD BE MORE DRE- 

THE STONE ON WHICH ) 
\ WASH MV CLOTHES ^ 
IS THE MOST PRECIOUS 

^ STONE. Z 
0"~v >\ / CiOUS! 

THE PRECIOUS STONE 
IN QUESTION CANNOT 
BE ANYTHING ElSE Jq 

9UTA QUERN .* 

* STONE FOR GRINDING SPICES. 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

WHEN THE F7VE 

THE5E MODELS PROVE 
THAT THE WITNESSES ARE' 
f LYING. THEY HAVE NEVER 4. 

SEEN THE RUBV. vp 

YOU AND YOUR WITNESSES 
SHALL BE PUNISHED FOR PER 
JURY, AFTER THE RUBV IS 
RETURNED TO THE plaintifr 
\|T6 RIGHTFUL OWNER. .<k 

Lwoi 

TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

A WOMAN’S HEN ONCE STRAYED INTO HER 6REEDY NEIGHBOUR’S HOUSE, 

AH» I SHALL 
HAVE ROAST 

CHICKEN FOR 
LUNCH. 

AT DUSK3 THE OWNER OF THE FOWL 
BECAME ANXIOUS. 

1 DON’T X 
KNOW WHAT 
YOU ARE TALK¬ 
ING ABOUT. 

SHE WENT TO HER NEIGHBOUR’S HOUSE. 

x WHERE IS MY V 
HEN? I SAW HER N 
STRAYINS IN HERE 

A FEW HOURS ^ 
Xsw BACK. ^— 

A2, - 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

THE OWNER WENT TO MARY ADA RAMA AND COMPLAINED, 

RAMA SENT FOR THE NEIGHBOUR. 

(/NQU ARE UNDER \ 
OATH.NOW TELL 

V ME THE TRUTH. / 
r BELIEVE ME3 x 
SIR. I DON’T KNOW 
WHAT SHE’5 TALK¬ 

ING ABOUT. YOU 
, CAN SEARCH MY 
* ? OHOUSE. 

TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

Y VOU MAY GO 
NOW. I ’LL GIVE X 

THE VERDICT 
k TOMORROW, 

HE PRETENDED TO WEIGH 
THE MATTER CAREFULLY. 
THEN— i- 

« 

X HAVE YOU EVER X 
SEEN SUCH AN IMPUDENT \ 

' WOMAN?SHE STEALS HER ' 
NEIGHBOUR’S FQWLj EATS IT AND 
THEN HAS THE AUDACITY TO COME 
TO COURT AND SWEAR INNOCENCE 

WITH A FEATHER OF I 
\ THE FOWL STICKING IN / 

\ HER HAIR. X 

AS THE TWO WOMEN TURNED TO LEAVE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 

THE NEXT MOMENT THE MOMENT THE 6U/17Y WOMAN HEARD GAMA'S 
WORDS. SHE PASSED HER HAND OVER HER HAIR, 

HOW COULD I HAVE 
BEEN SO CARELESS! 

THE SUSPECT STOOD SHAME -FACEDLY BEFORE RAMA. 

you WILL REPLACE THE STOLEN 
BIRD AND PAY A HEAVY RNE TO 

N THE COURT FOR UTTERING A 
V FALSEHOOD UNDER OATH. S 
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TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

A FARMER ONCE S/6NEDA BOND AND BORROWED A 
HUNDRED (SOLD CO/NS FROM A MONEY- LENDER, PROMISIN6 
TO RETURN THE AMOUNT WITHIN THREE MONTHS. 

DISHONEST DEBTOR 

X COME TO MY ^ 
FARM TOMORROW WITH 

THE BOND AND I’LL 
RETURN THE AMOUNT 

v ALONG WITH THE > 
INTEREST. ^ 

AT THE END OF THE THREE MONTHS JHE MONEY¬ 
LENDER ASKED HIM TO RE RAY THE SUM. | 

THE MONEY-LENDER WENT THE NEXT DRY 

17 



AMARCHITRAKATHA 

I'M MAKING SURE 
THAT YOU’LL NEVER 
TROUBLE ME ROR 

\THE MONEY AGAIN* 

MHEN THE POOR MONEY-LENDER COMPLAINED TO MAR!ADA RAMA 
HE SENT FOR THE PARMER, j-^ ^^-7_1 

\ ' 

WHAT 
BOND,SJR? I 
KNOW NOTHING OP \ 
ANY BOND.THIS 
MAN IS A LIAR I 
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TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

RAMA PfD NOT SAY ANYTHING 

YOU NAY GO 
now.i’ll see you 
> TOMORROW.^ 

LATER, RAMA 
LENDER. rrw 

THE MONEY- WHAT WAS THE 
SIZE OF THE 

TV IT WAS 
ABOUTASPAN 

7\ LONG, SIR. 

ALL RIGHT. NOW DO 
AS I SAY. WHEN I QUESTION 

, YOU IN COURT TOMORROW 
\lNSIST THAT IT WA5 A a 
\ CU8IT*L0NG. ilj 

I m n 

o nH I 
oTTn: 

n v 
Uji n*n 

TW£ NEXT DAY AT COURT 

THE PLAINTIFF 
iS UNDER OATH 

TO SPEAK 
NOTHING BUT 

Vthe TRUTH^ 
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amarchitrakatha 

that’s a blatant 
lie! it was only a 
V SPAN LONG, y 

HOW DO YOU I 
KNOWfYOU’VE 
NEVER SEEN THE 

THE FARMER KNEW HE WAS TRAPPED AND CONFESSED, 

/ YOU SHALL \ 
' FIRST RETURN THE 
AMOUNT WITH INTER 
vEST AND THEN 60 70 

PRISON. A 

2 

TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

ONCE TWO MEN CAME TO MARYADA RAMA *S COURT, 

THE DEAD ELEPHANT AND 
THE SPOKEN POTS 

WHAT is THE SIR, THIS MAN BORROWED 
MY ELEPHANT FOR HIS SON'S 
WEDDJNG.THE ANIMAL DIED. 
\ I WANT MY ELEPHANT/^ 
\\ BACK ALIVE, 

WHAT CAN I DO,SIR , 
THE ANIMAL SUDDENLY 
DIED. I OFFERED TO COM¬ 
PENSATE HIM WITH MONEY 
BUT HE INSISTS THAT I RE¬ 
STORE HIS ANIMALTO LIFE 

AND RETURN IT. 



amar chitra katha 

HAMA THIEO TO q£*ej.'A& 
ACCENT "WE M0N& BUT W 

Y'( the man is a stubborn 
a unreasonable pool, i 
VS .ja\/B -m -rpArH HIM 

igT US POSTPONE the 
C*SE FOR A C*V.WE’LL 
T/AI^E up the MATTE* 
A6AIN, TOMO * ROW*/ 

AN l^OUR LATER, HE SENT ' 
/W 7W£ DEPENDANT. 

---V pile up all the POTTERY 1 
YOU HAVE IN THE HOUSE, 
AGAINST your DOOR 
TOMORROW. AND DON'T j 
COME TO COURT TILL THE | 

THE NEXT DAY. THE PLAINTIFF CAME TO COURT AT THE JJ 

APPOINTED HOUR. BUT— 

TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

HE RUSHED TO THE DEFENDANT *$ 
HOUSE AND PUSHED THE 
DOOR. 

MY PRECIOUS HEIRLOOMS, ALL 
DESTROYED J THEY HAVE BEEN 
IN OUR FAMILY FOR > 
GENERATIONS. 

y il | 
■F' if 

r 

/ 

1 m V /*% -w i^i / 

A y\-'« 

\ 

PLEA5E FORGIVE ’ 
ME! I’LL PAY FOR 

/ 

THE DAMAGE^/ /^T 

l\ 1 i 
A Kt ' /V I jl » 
/) 1 

j' i J 
i 

I 
^ ■*! » ^ ' N 

\ 
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CHITRA KATHA_ 

-1 n^BNTTV THE COURT AND LODGED ///$ 

\ COMPLAINT* I DON’T WANT MUNC 

j WANT MY POTS BAC 
| SHALL TAKE THE 

Vmatter TO COURT 

SIRjTHIS MANJ MUST n 

i|VE ME THE VERY SAME POTS 
SACK. NO AMOUNT OF MONEY 
CAN COMPENSATE ME FOR AAV 
V loss.they WERE MY y 
V FAMILY heirlooms./ 

RAMA TURNED TO THE PLAINTIFF, NOW TURNED DEFENDANT. 

HE WILL BRING YOUR ELEPHANT 
BACK TO LIFE THE DAY YOU RE¬ 
TURN , INTACT, THE VERY POTS 

YOU HAVE BROKEN. / 
/.* \ YOU MAY GO NOW. JF 

TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

THEY PLACED ALL THEIR SAVINGS 
IN A BRASS POT AND FILLED IT WITH 
DAL .* r 

AT THE NEIGHBOURS 

YOU MAY 
7 LEAVE IT IN THAT \ 
CORNER.NO ONE WILL 
TOUCH IT.TRUSTME. 

WHAT SHALL IDO? \ 
I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING\_ < 

IN THE HOUSE. AND ) "X 
V IT'S TOO LATE TO WE COULD > 
^ GO TO THE .'BORROWSOME 

I BAZAAR^ OF THE OAL FROM 
—^tHE BRAHMAN’5 POT 

VanD REPLACE IT > 
A. V X TOMORROWj_X 

ONE NIGHT. A FEW £WVS LATER, THE NEIGHBOURS HAD EIGHT UNEXPECTED GUESTS C0R 
dinner. - 

* SPLIT PULSES 



amar chitrakatha 

THERE YOU ARE! 
WE HAVEN’T EVEN 

AMOVED IT PROM 
\ THAT CORNER. . 

AS SOON AS THE BRAHMAN AND HIS 
WIFE RETURNED FROM THEIR PILGRIM - 
AGE} THEY WENT NEXT DOOR FOR THE 
POT. 
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TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

THEY ran back to the neighbour. 

PLEASE, PLEASE GIVE 
US OUR GOLD. WE’VE 
ALMOST STARVED OUR-^ 
SELVES TO SAVE IT. GIVE 

IT BACK TO 

* 

Vl 

ITS 

\{ 

- 

/ i 1 \ 
V 

• *1 

WHAT GOLD ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUTPSTOP 
MAKING A SCENE AT 
MV DOOR. WHAT WILL 

THE NEIGHBOURS 
. THINK? 

V 

Si \ 

X 

LV 

v 

Hi 
I 

f i, M 

7 

\ 

\ 

7j 

• • 

THE BRAHMAN WENT TO MARYADA RAIAA WITH HIS TALE. RAMA THOUGHT FORA WHILE. 
THIS WAS A TRICKY CASE. 

GO HOME, MV 
SOOD MAN. SOU’LL 

OHv SOON GET BACK 
SOUR GOLD.^ 

1 



amar chitra katha 

he SENT FOR a BASKET-MAKER. 

/ I WANT A \ 
HOLLOW IDOL MADE \ 
OF CANE. IT SHOULD ' 
BE LARGE ENOUGH 70 
CONCEAL A CHILD AND 

SHT ENOUGH 70 BE CARRIED 
BY TWO PEOPLE.ODVER 
IT WITH LAC TO MAKE J 

(T LOOK AS IF ITJS ^ / 
made of wood. «Sa 

WHEN THE IDOL WAS BROUGHT TO COURT} RAMA 
SENT FORA BRIGHT CHILD, A\\ 

/now’ SIT HERE ' GSSSi \\ 

A SOUND AND LISTEN 
CAREFULLY 70 WHAT- 
V->vFVER YOU HEARV 

WHEN THE CHILD NAS COMFORTABLY SEATED 
INSIDE THE !DOL9 RAMA SENT FOR THE NEIGHBOUR 
AND HIS WIFE. 

CARRY THIS IDOL ROUND THE 
TEMPLE,SWEAR BEFORE 

60DDES5 KALI THAT MOU HAVE 
NOT TAKEN THE BRAHMAN’S 

GOLD AND THEN COME 
BACK HERE. 

TREMBLING WITH FEAR, THE COUPLE CAR¬ 
RIED THE IDOL TO THE TEMPLE AND BEGAN 
WALKING ROUND IT. 

TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

WHILE THEY WERE AT THE BACK OF THE TEMPLE AND OUT 
Of EARSHOT, AS HE BELIEVEDy THE HUSBAND TURNED 
ANGRILY UPON H/S WIFE. 

SEE WHAT 
YOU VE done? 
WE *LL HAVE 70 
SWEAR 70 A 
FALSEHOOD be¬ 
fore the god¬ 
dess# SHE WILL 
NEVER FORG 

US FOR IT. 

AS SOON AS THE IDOL WAS BROUGHT BACK TO COURT. THE 
CHILD CAME OUT. 

KNOWING THAT HE WAS TRAP¬ 
PED JHE NEIGHBOUR FELL ON 
HIS KNEES AND CONFESSED. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

RAMA. ONCE A STRAN6E CASE CAME UP BEFORE MARYADA 

THE CAT'S PAW 

THE PLAINTIFFS WERE THREE COTTON 
MERCHANTS AND THE DEFENDANT, 
THEIR FOURTH PARTNER. - 

S/R,THE FOUR OF U5 
DEAL INI COTTON BALES. 

DISGUSTED WITH 
E EAT MENACE 
WE BOUSHT 

WE BECAME SO FOND OF THE CAT THAT EACH OF US 
TOON CHARGE OF ONE OF ITS LE6S AND SHOWERED 
ATTENTION ON IT. \-^-- 

IT’S NOT AS 
FINE AS 

MINE. . 

HERE IS A FINE 
ANKLET FOR MV 

LEG. y 

AONE PAV, THE CAT HURT ONE OF ITS 
BELONGING TO THE DEFENDANT. 

( MIAOWJ 

’ ’-THE ONE 

THERE*THERE! 
I ’LL BIND IT WIT 
THIS 0IL-50AKEI 
RAG AND IT Wl 

SOON BE ALL 
right. 

JT • 

THAT NIGHT, AS THE CAT LIMPED \ 
ABOUT AFTER THE RATS, IT STEP 
PED ON AN OIL LAMP AND THE 
RAG CAUGHT FIRE, i-" 

TALES OF MARYADA RAMA 

SINCE IT WAS HIS 
LEG THAT CAUSED 
THE FIRE, HE WILL 
HAVE TO PAY FOR 

V THE DAMAGES. > 

RAMA LOOKED AT THE DEFEND- 

THE POOR FELLOW 
CANNOT BE BLAMED. 
IT WA5 AN ACCIDENT. 
HIS PARTNERS MUST 

TAUGHT A LESSON. 
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