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LONG LONG AGO, WHEN KRISHNA
DEVA RAYA RULED OVER ViIAYA -
| NAGARA, THERE LIVED IN THE
/| VILLAGE OF TENALI A POOR LAD
CALLED RAMALINGAM . HIS
| FATHER WAS DEAD AND YET HE
== | DID LITTLE FOR HIS MOTHER.

il

ONE DAY, HE WAS IDLING AS USUAL UNDER A TREE WHEN —

HEY, YOUNG MAN!
AREN’T YOU ASHAMED
OF YOURSELF 2
WASTING YOUR TIME
HERE WHILE ALL THE

OTHERS ARE BUSY
|IH THE FIELDS @
WHY AREN’T YoOUu
AT WORK TOO @

Y 1I'D LOVE TO
WORK, SIR , BUT
ol | CANT. MY
=\ HEALTH 15 POOR. }




amar chitra katha

IT WAS A LIE BUT THE SADHU BELIEVED HIM. HE FELT

IF THAT IS S0, I'LL
TEACH YOU A MANTRA*
TO INVOKE THE
GODDESS MAHAKALI.
WHEN SHE APPEARS,
ASK HER TO BLESS
you WITH GOOD
HEALTH.

I'’LL LEARN
THE MANTRA ALL
RIGHT — BUT ITS
PLENTY OF FOOD
I’LL ASK FOR.THAT
IS THE' BLESSING

SORRY FOR THE YOUTH.

ey

| NEED.

BEING CLEVER , RAMALINGAM OR KAMAN A5

HE WAS KNOWN, SOON LEARNT THE MANTRA.| |MANTRA

RAN TO

THAT NIGHT, MUTTERING THE

TO HIMSELF, RAMAN
THE TEMPLE.

GOOD ! NOW GO TO THE
TEMPLE TONIGHT . SIT BEFORE
THE IDOL AND REPEAT THE
MANTRA A HUNDRED THOUSAND
TIMES . THE GODDESS WILL
THEN APPEAR.
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RAMAN OF TENALI
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| AM PLEASED.
| WANT TO

BLESS YOU.

IT WAS THE GODDESS | THE MOMENT
RAMAN SAW HER,A FUNNY THOUGHT
OCCURRED TO HIM AND HE BEGAN TO

HO | HO!HO!
HA | HA{ HA
\ HO| HO| HO!
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THE GODDESS WAS FURIOUS AT THIS
IRREVERENCE. = A =

" INPERTINENT BOY !
HOW DARE YOU |
STOP THAT LAUGHTER

HO!HO | FORGIVE ME,
GODDESS | BUT —| COULD
NOT STOP THIS ONE NOSE
WHEN | HAD CAUGHT A
COLD . WHAT WOULD You
DO,| WONDERED, IF YOUR
THOUSAND NOSES RAN !

;I"_"_'.- *
"

TO BATTLE IN VAIN WITH MY
THOUSAND NOSES !
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RAMAN OF TENALI

YOU ARE A CLEVER,
BRAVE BOY.YOU
DESERVE MY BLESSINGS.
MAY YOU ALWAYS
SUCCEED IN MAKING

PEOPLE LAUGH, YOUu

VIKATA KAVI™
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HA ! HA!' HA 1YOU COULDN’T HAVE

DONE BETTER,O GODDESS.

VI-KA-TA-KA-V) READS THE

SAME BOTH WAYS; A PALINDROME !

HAIHAIHA! YOU COULDN'T HAVE
DONE BETTER. BUT ...

J4 THIS BOON

& WILL MAKE OTHERS

M HAPPY, HOW DOES
\ IT BENEFIT ME?

* JESTING POET

HE 1S A FEARLESS,
OUTSPOKEN BOY.
|1 LIKE HIM .1 WILL
OFFER HIM ONE

OF MY TWO MOST
COVETED BOONS. /%
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THIS GOLDEN CUP |
CONTAINS THE SWEET s
| MILK OF LEARNING ... g

WHAT YOU SAY
1S TRUE ,M\Y BOVY.
50 | OFFER YOU

...AND THIS
DIAMOND - STUDDED
ONE - THE SOUR
CURDS OF WEALTH.

WHY 15 THE =Y BECAUSE WEALTH _
GIFT OF WEALTH 1S SELDOM ATTAINED |& o
OFFERED IN THE BY PLEASANT -

FORM OF CURDS? /




RAMAN

RAMAN ;‘IHS QUIET FOR A MOMENT. THEN —

OF TENALI

WITHOUT THINKING , THE

O GODDESS, HOW
CAN | CHOOSE
WITHOUT FIRST

TASTING BOTH?

BEFORE SHE KNEW WHAT
WAS HAPPENING ,RAMAN GULPED||
DOWN THE CONTENTS OF BOTH ||

GODDESS HELD OUT THE CUPS.

|m LATE , THE GODDESS REALISED SHE HAD

| BEEN TRICKED. SHE WAS FURIOUS - BUT

RAMAN BOWED HUMBLY MF&RE HEKR.

7

O GODDESS , FORGIVE
ME.AS YOU KNOW, THE £
ONE WITHOUT THE
OTHER WOULD BE
USELESS TO ME.
| HAD TO HAVE

i
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BY THEN THE GODDESS HAD CALMEDP DPOWYN
AND SHE DID NOT FIND IT DIFFICULT TO
FORGIVE HIM . BUT —

l NOW THAT YOu
HAVE BOTH GIFTS,Y0U
SHALL BE WITTY AND
WEALTHY; BUT YOUR
PROSPERITY WILL
ALSO BRING YoU =
JEALOUS ENEMIES. /

FOOD BUT RETURN WITH
HER MOST PRECIOUS At

THIS TINY VILLAGE,
TENALI, IS NO PLACE -
FOR A MAN OF MY
ATTAINMENTS . | MUST
| ENTER THE COURT
OF VIUAYANAGARA.




RAMAN OF TENALI
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ARE YOu \ THE PALACE
MAD, 15 NO PLACE
RAMAN @ /FOR RUSTICS.

THOSE HEFTY

GATES WILL
THROW YOu

RAMAN SPENT HIS DAYS WONDERING
HOW TO GET A PATRON. THEN
SUDDENLY, ONE DAY —

WHAT’S ALL \ DON'T YOU KNOW 2 THE
THE RAJGURU* HAS COME
| COMMOTION /FROM VIJAYANAGARA TO

ABOUT 2 / WORSHIP AT THE
SHRINE OF MANGALA-

* KING'S GURU

GUARDS AT THE

RAMAN KNEW WHAT THEY HAD SAID
WAS TRUE BUT HE WAS NOT
E'ETERREE- e SN #

L rall) | i e o

| ' | MUST GO TO
VIVAYANAGARA.ONCE
THERE,| AM SURE
TO FIND A WAY OUT.
BUT LET ME FIRST

FIND A PATRON IN
VIJAYANAGARA.

| KNEW |IT WOUuLD
’ HAPPEN. | KNEW

LUCK WQULD COME
MY WAY.
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RAMAN FOLLOWED THE RAJ— WHEN RAMAN i M T :

GURU TO THE SHRINE . | |TOLO HIM — ey / ALL RIGHT,
THE PRIVILEGE USE OF THE | saTHE. YOU MAY
OF SERVING | mefﬁ:;uv E_L.LAGE BN \ carry My TOWEL

AND WHO,
MAY | ASK,
ARE YOU @ /

WELL, WHY
SIR,| TOO HOPE TO NOT @ BUT WHAT
BELONG TO THE COURT WILL YOU DO I
OF VIJARYANAGARA , SOME THERE @




RAMAN OF TENALI

\/ mPERTINENT FoOLIY [ BELIEVING THAT HE HAD FOUND

DO YOU THINK IT IS HIMSELF A PATRON, A FEW DAYS
s0O EASY TO ENTER LATER , ALONG WITH HIS OLD

THE COURT @ MNOTHER AND HIS YOUNG WIFE, .
RAMAN ARRIVED AT VIJAYANAGARA YN

I'LL GO TO SEE THE
! O RAJGURU TOMORROW.
| SHOULD HAVE NO
DIFFICULTY IN FIND-
ING THE HOUSE OF

’LL BECOME
THE COURT
JESTER,

SIR.

ALL RIGHT,
YOU MAY

COME TO
VIJAYANAGARA

= = . .
EARLY NEXT MORNING,HE WENT TO THE RAJGURUS N
HOUSE . HE STOOD BEFORE IT IN AWE . SRS ace
IF THE RAJGURU J g 0

CAN LIVE IN SUCH
A MANSION, HOW
RICH HE MusT BE!
AND HOW MUcCH

RICHER. THE KING !
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WHY | THE FoOL
. HAS INDEED

HE SENT FOR ONE OF HIS |
ATTENDANTS . ¥ :

&Y THERE IS A MAN
/ LURKING IN THE
COURTYARD - HE
SEEMS TO BE A
THIEF. TURN

—,._'._
'--H'

SCOUNDREL ! You
WOULD ATTEMPT
TO SNEAK INTO
THE RAJGURU'S
HOUSE , WOULD
vou |

B-BUT HE
ASKED ME TO
COME ... SAID

HE WOULD

HELP ME-:-




RAMAN OF TENALI

&WWMEN RAMAN SFENT THE NEXT FEW DAYS WANDER-
ING AIMLESSLY ABOUT THE CITY. THEN EARLY ONE MORNING

AS HE PASSED BY THE TUNGABHADRA RIVER —

WHY, IF IT ISN'T THE
RAJGURU ABOUT TO GO
IN FOR HIS BATH |

HE’S LEFT HIS

CLOTHES ON
THE BANK!

.. AND HID THEM BEHIND A ROCK.

SOMETHING TELLS
ME,’LL SOON ENTER

THE COURT — GUARDPS
OR NO GUARDS.
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HIS BATH OVER ,THE RAJGURL TURNED RAMAN STEPPED OUT FROM BEHIND
AND REACHED OUT FOR HIS CLOTHES . THE TREE.

WH-WHERE ARE MY
CLOTHES @ I'D LEFT
THEM RIGHT HERE.
WHERE COULD THEY
HAVE DISAPPEARED?

| HAVE THEM.
I’LL GIVE THEM TO YOU,
ON ONE CONDITION .YOU
MUST WALK PAST THE
KING'S PALACE
CARRYING ME ON
YOUR SHOULDERS.

THE RAJGURU HAD TO AGREE.

THE FELLOW MUST BE MAD!
BUT P'LL HAVE TO HUMOUR
HIM OR CATCH MY DEATH
IN THIS ICY WATER.

ALL RIGHT. I'LL

CARRY YOU. NOW
GIVE ME BACK —_—

MY CLOTHES. g




RAMAN OF TENALI

AS SOON AS THE PRIEST WAS DRESSED, THE PRIEST BEGAN WALKING AND l
RAMAN HOISTED HIMSELF ONTO HIS THEY SOON APPROACHED THE -'
I ME - __ PﬁLﬁ CE! -
== I’'M READY. '
o, )\ [ come LET'S GO.
A 5 %\ \ I'D LIKE TO RIDE
A FAST

THE KING WAS OUT ON THE TERRACE,ENJOYING | 5/~
THE MORNING ‘AIR- SUDDENLY — 1~ . f—~

—— = WH-WHAT'S THAT ! NO! \-‘a /
L (1T CANNOT BE! WHICH A
=~ SELF-RESPECTING MAN &5
WOULD CARRY ANOTHER J#~
ON HIS BACK @ o

15
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THE KING !
HE'S SEEN

r
IT’® MY GURU | }&g
SURELY THERE'S FilSSs
SOME MISCHIEF (:*Q‘
Ve | "h’f-‘!’i

M —————————
HE SLID DOWN THE
RAJGURU'SE BACK AND...

RESPECTED SIR,
| HAVE TRIED YOU ENOUGH.
YOU ARE TRULY A HOLY

ONE.| SHALL SERVE Y0U
HUMBLY FOR THE REST OF
MY LIFE. LET ME BEGIN

BY CARRYING YOU HOME.




IMEﬂN WHILE , THE KING HAD
SUMMONED HIS GUARDS.

B THERE 15 A MAN
RIDING ON MY EXALTED
GURU'S SHOULDERS.

| SMELL MISCHIEF - DRAG

THE FELLOW DOWN,

GIVE HIM A SOUND

—  THRASHING AND
W\ LEAD THE GURU

RAMAN OF TENALI

1o AND BEGHH WALKING . ! oot




amar chitra katha
= — —r
s DRAGGED THE

RAJGURU OFF
RAMAN 'S BACK :-

O HOLY ONE,THE
SCOUNDREL HAS
BEEN DEALT WITH.
HIS MAJESTY HAS
REQUESTED YOU

TO PERMIT US TO

ESCORT YOU TO /
HIM.




RAMAN OF TENALI

RAMAN STOOD BEFORE THE KING —

.1 AM

IN THE COURT OF
THE GREAT KING —
AND | MEAN TO

T’ HAPPENED

[

STAY HERE
FOREVER.

-

.

| 1 iy
:Af
l...lq

WHERE 1S THE

2
o
-
5
- ' E

S you ARE NOT Y

GURU ?

WHO

My Guru

BUT

THE GURU HAS MET

b
&

YOUR MAJESTY

WITH THE FATE HE

7 PARDON ME




THE GURU . THEN —

" IF YOUR MAJESTY

DEEMS IT FIT TO
PUNISH ME,I'LL
TAKE THE

PUNISHMENT.

...IF AT ANY TIME YOU
FORGET YOURSELF AND
G0 TOO FAR WITH YOUR
WIT AND YOUR JOKES,
YOu SHALL BE HANGED!

AND RAMAN TOLD THE KING ALL | =
ABOUT HIS ENCOUNTER WITH |

BUT THE KING TOOK AN IMMEDIATE
LIKING TO THE BOLD, FRANK,
FEARLESS KRAMAN .

NO,RAMAN . YOU HAVE
DONE NO WRONG . MY
COURT COULD DO WITH
MEN LIKE YOU. FROM
THIS VERY MOMENT
| APPOINT YOU MY
\ COURT JESTER ] BUT...

TAKE THIS.BUY
YOURSELF A HOUSE
IN VIJAYANAGARA

AND SET UP A

| AM HONOURED,
YOUR MAJESTY.




RAMAN OF TENALI

RAMAN COULD HARDLY ANXIOUS TO PLEASE THE KINGsRAMAN
BELIEVE HIS LUCK. LEFT HOME EARLY EACH MORNING AND
RETURNED LATE AT NIGHT. AS HE WAS
MY AGED MOTHER AND RETURNING HOME ONE MOONLIT NIGHT —

MY GOOD WIFE WILL BE R T

HAPPY WATCHING ME ET

PROSPER UNDER THE FOUND TIME TO WATER
MY FIELDS THIS WEEK.

PATRONAGE OF THE
TOMORROW | T
GREAT KING.A GREAT OMORROW | MUS

DAY INDEED!

| THus D10 RAMAN OF TENALI
ENTER THE COURT OF THE
GREAT KING OF VIIAYANAGARA.

THIEVES | THEY
DON'T KNOW I'VE
SEEN THEM.WELL!

WELL ' WELL!




"AH! 1S THAT YOU ?

YOUR DINNER 15
| COLD . I'LL WARM

IT UP FOR YOU.

amar chitra katha

WE HAD A BusY DAY AT |
COURT . THE CITY 1S ;
RIDDEN WITH THIEVES
AND PEOPLE HAVE
BEEN WARNED TO
LOCK UP THEIR
VALUABLES.

7 PUT ALL OUR JEWELLERY,

SILVERWARE AND MONEY
INTO A TRUNK AND I’LL
THROW IT INTO THE
WELL . NO THIEF WILL
EVER FIND IT.




RAMAN OF TENALI

RAMAN’S WIFE WAS QUICK TO
UNDERSTAND .

THERE ARE TWO USSR I S\ STONE SHOULD {
THIEVES OUTSIDE. Y @ A==l IR '3
| WANT TO DUPE R
THEM . FILL THAT % dardh, "
TRUNK WITH SOME- 38
THING HEAVY. |

RAMAN DRAGGED THE TRUNK TO THE
WELL sew AT

| MY

i AT 7=, N

" THEY’VE. GONE TO T
BED. IT’S SAFE TO Y
CGME OUT- LET’5 *ll

\ GET TO WORK.
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THEY WENT UP TO THE WELL AND THE FOOLISH THIEVES BEGAN TO DRAIN
w W i : | ¥

THE WELL.

DOESN'T SEEM

uch . @oop!
T?ui?rgg N ! THAT SHOULD

MAKE IT
EASIER FOR

AT HIS FIELDS HAD HAD ALL THE WATER
THEY NEEDED. [

IT’S TIME |
| | RELIEVED THE
{ POOR FOOLS.

MUST NOT
GIVE UP




RAMAN OF TENALI

HE WENT TO THE WELL . THE STARTLED THIEVES DROPPED |

|
TH L
THANK YOUu, MY it

GOOD MEN. You
HAVE DONE A
FINE JOB!

+« AND RAN FOR THEIR LIVES. | HA!HA!HAIWATCH RS
THEM RUN ! * os
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LATER AT COURT , WHEN RAMAN TOLD THE

KING ABOUT HIS NOCTURNAL ADVENTURE

HA! HAI HA! NOT ONLY
DID YOU OUTWIT THE e !
THIEVES BUT YOU MADE ,
THEM WORK FOR YOU. "
HA! HA! YOU ARE A
\  ROGUE,IF I'VE MET
= ONE.HA!HA! HA!

/i
SN f
A

7

AND HE GAVE TENAL! A BAG OF GOLD
FOR DIVERTING HIS CARE-LADEN
MIND WITH THE AMUSING TALE.

AS THE DAYS WENT BY, THE KING FOUND
RAMAN MORE AND MORE INDISPEN-
SABLE AND ALL AT COURT BEGAN
WONDERING HOW LONG RAMAN’S
LYCK WoUuLD LAST. ETp

JOKES |

WHY HE EVEN
DARES TO MAKE
THE KING THE
BUTT OF HIS

"OFF WITH
HIS HEAD.

A KRISHNALEELA* TROUPE . ===\

3 | DO NOT WANT TO
BE DISTURBED.LET
NO ONE ENTER THE /

F )
. - | —y N
! 9 = ..J. ‘I' N
B— - 49/ 4
- !jll I a:'ﬁi k- i .__. _‘,- s
L AT, -

-
X L L

¥ PLAYS BASED ON KRISHNA 'S LIFE <0

A FEW MONTHS AFTER RAMAN HAD COME TO COURT,THE KING AND
HIS QUEEN WERE ABOUT TO VIEW A SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY

IT WILL BE— &

N
ﬂf !ﬂ‘ THE HALL -

I‘r!

A SPECIAL GUARD

MAIN GATE OF THE
| PALACE AND ANC
AT THE DOCR TO

WAS POSTED AT THE

f =k



RAMAN OF TENALI

MEANWHILE RAMAN CAME TO THE PALACE
AND WAS ABOUT TO WALK IN AS USUAL,
WHEN — — =

7 4Ou MAY NOT ENTER.
THE KING'S ORDERS.
HE 18 NOT TO BE
DISTURBED.

RAMAN'S CURIOSITY WAS AROUSED.

{ THERE 15 SOMETHING
SPECIAL GOING ON AND

| HAVE NOT BEEN INVITED.

| MUST SEE WHAT IT 15! J

|
|
|
|

' .,mjl‘ - | &

HE LOOKED GREEDILY AT RAMAN.

HE TURNED TO THE GUARDS.

BUT | MUST SEE THE REWARD ALL RIGHT | WHAT HALF OF WHAT

| THE KING.HE HAS MUST BE A BAG WILL YOU GIVE ME /| THE KING
PROMISED ME A OF GOLD AS IF | LET You GIVES ME.
REWARD AND USUAL . ENTER @

HAS ASKED ME
TO SEE HIM.

27
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THAT WAS EXACTLY WHAT THE
GUARD WANTED TO HEAR .

WHEN HE REACHED THE DOOR
TO THE AUDIENCE HALL — I

[ sTOP! You

MAY NOT
ENTER.

/ YOoUu MAY GO IN, THEN.
BUT REMEMBER —

HALF OF WHAT YOU
GET 1S FOR ME.

L o 'D BETTER RUN
7/ -\ N BEFORE HE

.
¥
F. F. ‘*‘
K " Ly —

4 i IF-H-:-;--I
J L B P -

e = &
l }

Y

- )

:

| ME.THE KING HAS

\

PLEASE DON'T STOP—

SENT FOR ME TO
COLLECT A
REWARD.

Y LET ME ENTER
AND I'LL GIVE
_4 YOU HALF OF

|\ WHAT THE KING

S|\ GIVES mE.

28

/ ALL RIGHT.BUT
DON'T FORGET...
HALF OF WHAT

\ THE KING GIVES

% - YOu...




¥ . RAMAN OF TENALI
RAMAN RUSHED INTO THE HALL —

OH! 50 THIS WAS \ -
____.-;-.'._-:'—:—_"l'h.., = — - —

IT. ] MUST THINK
FAST. THE GUARDS
ARE WAITING FOR
HALF OF WHAT
THE KING GIVES

SN
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RAMAN! STOP IT!
HAVE YOU GONE
MAD @ HOW
DARE YOU
DISTURBE THE
PERFORMANCE.

YOou HAVE GONE A BIT TOO o=
FAR, RAMAN . YOU SHALL |
RECEIVE A HUNDRED

LASHES FOR THIS
IMPUDENCE .

==

WHO ARE THESE
U FooLS 2 HAVE
o\ THEM BROUGHT

BRING THAT
FOOL BEFORE

< .7 PLEASE WAIT, YOUR
</ MAJESTY.| HAVE TWO
FRIENDS OUTSIDE WHO

WANT TO SHARE THE
LASHES.

RAMAN WHISPERED SOME THING
INTO THE ATTENDANT 'S EAR.

IR S

30



RAMAN OF TENALI

THE ATTENDANT RETURNED WITH |] My GUARDS?WHAT
THE TWO GUARDS - ) 15 THE MEANING OF

: -  THIS, RAMAN ¢ DO
;';'ll YOU WANT TO BE

&

.
- « 1
F. i
L 4 3
- . Ly

I

— 'IA

= )
- , £z,
.lﬂ AW ATV P S

| (72 xive was AT once ANGRY AND
eml H%ngo: : gugi AMUSED . ANGRY WITH THE
e DISHONEST GUARDS AND AMUSED
WHAT YOU WISH BY RAMAN S WIT. HOW DARE |
TO GIVE ME. you ALLOW

e | e Neae
: 'ﬁh' YOURSELVES
S s A ._:;_'." TO BE BRIBED

INTO DISOBEY-
ING MY ORDERS!

.....
********

AND HE TOLD THE HOW HE HAD
GAINED ENTRY INTO THE PALACE AND
THE AUDIENCE HALL . Ty

HE TURNED TO THE ATTENDANTS .

RAMAN, FOR EXPOSING
THESE ROGUES. YOU
2 SHALL RECEIVE

=\ A BAG OF GOLD FOUR J#=
- ‘fR E-FFDIR.TE- £ i

LASHES EACH AND E
DISMISS THEM. /4

L okemd] M N
L — N _ &, i ~ [ , =N
-~ MW\ THUS DID RAMAN EARN AS

WSUAL , NOT ONLY THE
Al x<'NG's FORGIVENESS
[/l Bur ALsO A REWARD.

31



	raman of tenali 00
	raman of tenali 01
	raman of tenali 02
	raman of tenali 03
	raman of tenali 04
	raman of tenali 05
	raman of tenali 06
	raman of tenali 07
	raman of tenali 08
	raman of tenali 09
	raman of tenali 10
	raman of tenali 11
	raman of tenali 12
	raman of tenali 13
	raman of tenali 14
	raman of tenali 15
	raman of tenali 16
	raman of tenali 17
	raman of tenali 18
	raman of tenali 19
	raman of tenali 20
	raman of tenali 21
	raman of tenali 22
	raman of tenali 23
	raman of tenali 24
	raman of tenali 25
	raman of tenali 26
	raman of tenali 27
	raman of tenali 28
	raman of tenali 29
	raman of tenali 30
	raman of tenali 31

