THE ADVENTURES
OF PRATAPAN

The Adventures of Pratapan is odapted from Pratapa Mudalior
Charitram, the first novel to be written in Tomil. Till that time, Tamil
literature consisted only of poetry.

Written in 1879 by Mayurom Vedanayakam Pillai, the story begins
with the hero, Pratapan, being completely in love with Jnanam, a
woman of greot beauty and strength of will. Jnanam returns his
teelings. Un?orfuna'ely their happiness is marred by the constant
bickering of their fathers.The couple is separated and one day, Jnanam
goes missing

Vedanayakam Pillai, influenced by the ideas of women’s liberation and
secularism, has created a strong female character in Jnanam.
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KANAKRCHALA MUDALIAR WAS A PRABHU OF
| SATYAPURL. HIS ONLY SON PRATAPAN WAS IN LOVE
WITH JNANAM, THE ONlY DAUGHTER OF HIS
A | MATERNAL UNCLE SAMBANOA MUDALIAR, ANOTHER
R imggﬁll.

A ROSE
IN BLOOM ,
SOON WITHERS

AWAY.

YOUR FACE |5
AS LOVELY AS
THIS ROSE,
JNANAM.

"

S0 WILL THE
BERUTY 4oUu
ADMIRE.

40UR FACE WiLL
EVER REMAIN
LOVELY ... LIKE
THE MOON.

®ANDLORD 1



AMAR CHITRA KATHA

pre——

THE MOON ONLY
REFLECTS THE
LIGHT IT
RECEIVES FROM
THE SUN.

“0U MUST MaKE "
IS UNCHANGING, T
EVER - LASTING AND
OBJECT OF 90uR

DEVOTION. NOT ME A
MORTAL Fuy OF

IMPERFECT 100G,

A PARE COMBINATION!
HOW CAN | HELP
BUT LOVE YOuU,
JNANAM,

—
o BEAUTY, INTELLIGENCE
AND HUMILITY ! WHAT
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JNANAM!

JNANAM ! PUN ! RUN FOR
THE MANDAPAM.

THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

LATER, PRPATAPAN HELPED A MUCH SHAKEN 1
JNANAM TO GET DOWN. —— IR
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FOR A MOMENT
| THOUGHT...
| THOUGHT IT
WAS THE END.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

NO PROPOSAL COuLD YOUR FAMILY ACQUIRED I ..o WHEN MY ( SYOUR r,.p;kmormwzcjr
HAVE BEEN MORE | THE TITLE OF PRRBHU GRANDFATHER WASN’T HE THE

| |was Auve.  /  \_ SON OF A
— . BARBER 7

WHILE AT JNANAM'S HOUSE —

WELCOME, ONLY DURING 4OuR
KANAKACHALAM. FATHER'S TIME. MY
FAMILY ACOQUIRED
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N8 - SAMBANDAM ,
A | WOULD LIKE TO - - | —
H o ( Ny MAKE 4OUR JNANAM s U FAONY
S > M4 DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. x \ {9y
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HOW DARE 4ou!
NOWEYER, AT THE ENCABEMENT CEmee— Sm— 1 o 3 THEN AN ELDERLY PRABHU ST000 ub IN DISGUST. |
YOS OO ggﬁamgém F? Tn%%?g%?ﬁ A Sy | | NOW, NOW, EVEN commnapsﬂx n
HYOUNG COUPLE , " WOULD NOT SPEAK LIKE THAT /
STAY AFTER THEY | AL ® AND S0U CLAIM TO BE
ARE MARRIED 7 i ¢

/ 7\ \L
| ‘ 5 ' {
g/ /{,) ~~ PRABHUS! PANH ,'Al\

I WILL GIVE MY
DAUGHTER TO A

' A FROG FOR A

I 1 WiLL ACCEPT E'/Er:*

EVEN A DAUGHTER-IN- LAW. !
(rmenfﬁrrfﬁ?sﬂét s'gTY?'TQ:‘ IN HIS T \\ BUT NOT YOUR
. ; ¥
1S THE QuE/Sjm OF THE SON g:“fpe \DAUGHTEP.
\\'/ : -

PRABMU DOING
S0 »

MINUTE,
KANAKACHALAW

AND THAT WAS THE ENID OF THE
ENGAGEMENT CEREMONY. |

»*
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

A FEW MONTMS AFTER PRATAPAN NSKED HIMSEL| | FEW WEEKS LATER- 1:\

THAT QUESTION, SANMBANDA MUDRLIAR (EFT >~ -
THE TWO OF ug SATYARPUR) WITH WIS FAMILY ON A VISIT TO HiS / AH, JNANAM 18 BACK! BUT TO
WILL RUN AWAY mULACE -' ? WHAT PURPOSE ? THAT BHE IS
FROM HOME AND ’ S0 NEAR AND 4YET 80 FAR

GET MARRIED

ONLY SHARPENG MY PAIN

—

-
| [ WHERE 1S JNANAM ™
\. WHERE IS HER

WHERE 1S HER
PALANQUIN ?

HE WROTE A LETTER TO JNANARM RBOUT IT. BUT JNANAM HAD HER OWN VIEWS ON

— — THE MATTER.

T WHAT 40U SUGGEST -
GOES AGAINGT MY GRAIN. f

| WILL NOT MARRY l
ANYONE WITHOUT MY

PARENTS’ CONSENT

A

SHE wWiLL

'l
~
A

Y Gl 72
t ,(1\
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IR, EVERYBODY HAS COME BACK . 2

— EXCEPT UNANAM. HER PALANGLIN P

; | \\ < NOT TO BE - 4 IJNANAMR. ..

IF HOWEVER DUR | N ] MISSING

( PRRENTS DO NOT \ SO JNANAM SEEN ,5_)\ . _,
FESHECT QUR WISHES WON'T MARRY |

’

ANYONE ELSE.
BUT WILL SHE EVEF

BE ALLOWED
TO MARRY ME?

\ WE ARE FREE To
\ FEMAIN

i S \UNMPPIED{/ ‘ _.
|

\\ —— ——

OH, GOD"! ,
X/"
i




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

[ oRaTAPAN SET OUT IN BEARCH OF JNANAM.ON

-

SOON—
P

Y LEAVE THAT CART

ALONE

BEFORE HE COULD FINISH, THE MEN CAME

RUSHING AT HIM.
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THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

PRATAPAN TOOkK JNANAM AND THE TWO
BANDITS TO HERP PARENTS,

o . —

WHO IS BEHIND
THIS ? TELL US
ALL, IF 40U YALUE

YOUR UFE

SERVYANTS OF THE

OF POONGAVOOR.

WE ARE THE

MARRY MY PRECIOUS

« R DAUGHTER!
A/ G, GHTE |
o .

CRIEF PRABHU

‘ \,;\\\
Y L
N

THAT RASCAL WHRO WANTED T2 }

%
3
7

:

SINCE 40U DID NOT -
ACKNOWLEDGE ANY OF
HIS LETTERS, HE
ASKED US TO
CARRY HER AWAY. _

/ IT WAS FOUR O'CLOCK IN THE
MORNING. SOME MEN TOWLD MFE
THAT MY PALANGQUIN WAS
READY AND | COULD GET
O NTO IT. 1 GQT Iy
o o | Vi
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

PISCOVERED THAT |

WHAS BEING
ABDUCTED.

| TROUGHT THEY WERE s
OUR MEN.BUT 1 SOON y 4

e
s

WHO TOOK ME INTD HEP

US AND..
i \

B
1‘ i
il n

[ THEN | MET THIS KIND LADY

\ CART BUT THEY FOLLOWED / ,’,, :

HOWEVER,
| MANAGED TO
ESCAPE WHEN
THE MEN WERFE
HAVING A

/l.‘o \

TO “YCu

Fp -
| AM VERY \_DUTY, UNCLE
SPATEFUL K |

.. SURROUNDED OUR
CART WHEN, LUCKILY.
PRATAPAN CAME
AND SAVED US.

\'\)! b

4\;‘\_

~ -

PRATAPAN, 40U AND NONC
ELSE SHALL MARRY JNANAM.
LU SPEAK TO 4OuR
FATHER

THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAFAN

KANAKRCHALAM READILY AGREED.

LET THE COUPLE STAY
AT YOouRP HOUSE FOR Sl

SAMBANDAM , 40U

AND | ONLY ONE
SON

HAVE ONL9Y ONE DAUGHTER,

MONTHS AND AT MINE
— FroR Sik .

‘-k — W T
'Lr - AAAS |

g\s\.

ONE OF THE GUESTS AT THE WEDOING WAS | NOW 90U WILL SOO0N HAYE [ WE WL CER TAINLY
PRATAPAN 'S CHILDHOOD FRIEND. KANAKAGABHAI,

THE SON OF DEVARRJIA PILLAI OF ADIYOOR

TO VISIT ADIYOOR TO
ATTEND Y0UR FRIEND'S y ‘

COME .

KANRAKAN ,

4You COULD

| AM SO RAPPY,

— WEDOINf ;

49
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KANAKAN AND IEWM PER/MO 7o hDI‘IOd’J




‘ | THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN
| AMAR CHITRA KATHA »

rTHG YOUNG COUPLE UVED HAPPILY AT SAMBANDAM’S HOUSE . FIVE MONTHS LATER —

WHO 1S DEFiPEQﬂi
TO MOTHER —
YOU OR HER
FATHER?

o
o

THEY MADE LIFE MISERABLE FOR THE YOUNG J

UPLE. r

>~ -
’

N

\

WHO 1S DERRER TO 40U —
YOUR HUSBAND 0OR 90UR
FATHER? 4

~g I
\
N

JUST ONE MORE MONTH AND M4
SON AND UNANAM WILL COME
HOME. | CAN'T WAIT FOR

u THE MONTH TO GET
OVER

KANARKACHALAM, |
HAVE BEEN
THINKING ABOUT

\
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THAT 1S NO ANSWER TO MY

| WHEN JUNANAM 1S DELI
| '"Tﬁ gggﬁg WHNOERE OF HER CHILD, | wou,_é“m “USB“;':TSE ;}oun YES, TELL ME.WHOM DO
| o UKE TO KEEP T : YOU VALUE MORE —

YOURP WIFE 0OR your
FATHER P

r *OULW'rlwm,n\\ |

' WILL NOT

EVEN IF 4ou Do

oy | o Tace
it HEPR
10 YOuk E lmp MY

HOUSEND




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

WELCONME MY
CHILDREN

T WAS PEVARPAJA PILLAI, FATHER OF
PRATAPAN ’SA FRIEND, KANAKASABHAI.

YOUR PARENTS ARRE FRANTIC.
| HAVE RECEIWVED MESSAGES

FROM THEM.
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#TO RUN AWAY —

WHEN PRATAPAN EXPLAINED WHY THEY HAD

WHAT A PITY ' WHILE

}_...‘—---—-——‘—‘_ —————

| FEEL VERY SORRY

;T

FOR THEM...

COME IN TIME

. FOR MY
\ WEDDING
\

Y
/|

{

\

!
)

ﬁ

?
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DEVARRIA PILLAI INFORMED PRATAFAN B

PARENTS THAT THER CHILOREN WERE SAFE
AND HAPPY.

e — i ——

THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

¥ i)
Lnaled A FEW WEEKS AFTER THE WEDDING PRATAPAN SET OUT
Rl ov A Hunr —p— .

wWE 'LL
HAVE TO WAIT FOR
A WHILE. ¥ANAKAN
SAID HE WOuLlD
JOIN US HERE

VERY WELL,
SIR |

PRATAPAN HIT THE TIGER BUT NIS
ECERPNANT RAN AMUCK. |

-
L‘ — —— - — —_— —_— -

CONTD. ON PAGE NO 19




A COLLECTOR'S EDITION,
PINDIA'S FAVOURITE STORYTELLER.

THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN
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THE ELEPHANT RAN AMUCK FOR THREE DAYS AND TH
THEN IN HIS FRENZY. .. R J s
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THAT WAS
CLOSE! 11’5

AMAZING, | AM
STILL ALIVE)

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

I’'D BETTER
MAKE MY

WAY THERE
BEFORE IT

ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

y

AS HE ENTERED THE TOWN —
” I"LL BUY

AR Y Ny .- USRI T O MuSELF A pap
A LOBBLER) | | | o i OF SLIPPERS

WiLL 40U SELL ME THAT
PAIR 7 | WILL GIVE
HOU A PRICE THAT
WILL MAKE 40U
HAPPY .

THEY ARE
HOURS, SIR.

7 WHAT!JUuST

ONE RUPEE 7"
| AM NOT AT ALL

P TR 4.,
-
, .
- <
.
- o
.

\ HERE 40U

5 s o o.l ..' , o - . v
LA 1A P I R P oy = . * 5
L o 17 G W " LT AR . ~ W A

* A RUPEE IN THOSE DAYS COULD BUY SEVERAL PAIRS OF 5U

PPERS
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

3 )
WON'T ALLOW 40U
TO GO EITHER

TILL YOU MAKE
ME HAPPY.

—

THE COBBLER TO0Kk PRATAPAN TO COURT. THE JUDGE

|HEARD THE CASE.
_DID 90U TELL THE

(7o) COBBLER THAT 40U
AfgB) WOULD MAKE HIM

—
T L
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» . ) | o -
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M/ sur,
SIR...

ANSWER MY
QUESTION. DID
“OU MAKE

SUCH A
PROMISE ?

THEN 40U ARE GUILTY
OF BRERAKING

THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF
THE LAND 90U MUST MAKE
THE GOOD COBBLER

HAPP4Y BY DAYBREAK

!
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DAY BREAY ...
TOMOPROW...

HA! THE DAavy...

OF THE ...
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|40u HAVE MADE AN HONEST
MAN SUFFER. THE SUN SHALL
NEVER RISE IN YOUR

HOW DAPE 40U THREATEN uS!
TOMOPROW AT DAY BRE AKX
40OlL1 SHALL DIE

-

T — ey O -

. .
AT &

-3

~ p— S -
\S . 7 Qf. v

’ SIR, WHAT G/ THIS IS

WHO 1S THE

PRATAPAN WAS THROWN INTO PRISON WHERE HE MET OTHER PRISONERS .

KINGDOM 1S THIS? [N\ VIKRAMAPURI! A

-
3 FBs TR

T TS0 B ) CEERER e eee
o BT R A D
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THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

- UL AR " T AL ]‘ﬂ CORRUPT MEN HAVE TAKEN FZED BY AN ELDERLY MAN > THE CITIZENG CAME | |THE CITIZENS WRAITED REVERENTLY .
OUR KING 3‘52386:?525 {1l o )ﬂ - OVER THE KINGDOM. THOSE TO THE PRISON.
AGO LEAVI o | AR g WHO PROTEST ARE
THE KINGDOM 1S \* ON US. PLE E i 4
WITHOUT A KING. 5 40UR CURSE., i
" -4.7” | ! ! H ' t,’
‘ (; (‘\ N E h T Il
-~ ‘ ‘_.’ / . ) D E W ' .

(L_, Bl i i

IT'S TIME FOR
THE ECLIPSE TO
CONCLUDE.

ALL THAT WILL END
TOMORROW WHEN THE
SUN REFUSES TO RISE.
40U WILL SEE
BETTER DRYS

/ NG
/ \

/ THE SUN HAS

APPERREDYWE }
ARE FOPGWEN/

Z/a\

N

RATAPAN SPOKE WITH SUCH CONFIDENCE BECAUSE HE Kk A TOTAL
ECLIPBE OF € KNEW THERE WAS 60ING TO BE
THE SUN THE NEX] Dﬁ‘/, STARTING EVEN BEFORE PAWN.

——

r—-——————-—‘
THE NEXT MORNNG —

SIR, WE MUST HAVE A KING. THE ONE THE ELEPHAN

WE HRAVE DECIDED T0O LET GRPLANDS, WiLL BF
THE ROYAL ELEPHANT : |
LOOSE WITH A
GARLAND.

STRANGE" THE
SUN HAS NOT
YET RGEN.

OH, GOD!
THE STRANGER'S
CURSE HAS COME TRUE.

HE MUST BE A YOGI. we
MUST SEEK HIS

e
i e il

s

TA

ru, P,

oy 7
¥

P ——
e Y .ﬁ‘-'
- L -




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

———————————————
iR, THE ROYAL
ELEPHANT HAS GIVEN
US A KING. | HAVE
COME TO TAKE WoU

' TO HIM.
ANEr
i el

THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

THE COBBLER THEN STEPPED FORWARD. l ""m“ i ""“I'{'
——— ' ”: ' |
MAHARAL , THIS MAN HAS A
STOLEN MY HAPPINESS.
| OLD HIM A PAIR OF — e

ﬁ\ SLIPPERS.IN PETURN HE
PROMISED TO MAKE ME

HAPPY. BUT HE FRILED TO
KEEF HIS WORD.

>
)

-
B

»/‘
N
v ‘

L}
B

i\ s
( .

R

IN THE COURT ~—

HE HAS STOLEN YOU SHALL (ﬁﬁﬁﬂ ARE YOU HAPEY THAT | A i
hm SURE | HAVE MY HRPPINESS. MAVE IT PIGHT YOUR b )
} SEEN | WANT JUSTIC f NEW KING
THIS MAN BEFORE . NOW E, AWAY.

'
WHERE COULD | HAVE SEEN MAHARAJ:

THERE. YOU HAVE GOT
BACK 90UR LOST MAPPIN
NOW 490U MAY GO.

— =
THE NEW KING SMILED.

REWARD HIM?

\\ 5
el \~
Wark »

o e —

IS THIS HOW 40U

| AM SORRY,
MAHARAJ. BUT THERE
e A CASE AGAINST
9 HIM

*. P———




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

W Aot QTN
TNAT NIGHT AS PRATAPAN SLEPT FITFULLY IN AN oLo

| CHOUTRY, HE FELT A SOFT HAND TOUCH HIS
FOREHERD. ? R\ ﬁ\ \
. E‘") \... \‘\:\A\ % ’ ) \\‘ \‘\

ARE 40U SURE 7 it} HOW DID 40U COME
TAKE ONE GOOD > X240 HERE ¥ HOW DID “0U
LOOKF AT ME. \ ~ BELOME THE KING?

WHEN 40UP ELEDHANT 904 B | GOT ONTO Him AND YUl

CAME BACK WITHOUT ; URGED HIM T0 TAKE il
40U, | WAS ‘ ME TO YOU. 4t
WORRIED. ‘ il
HHOH T e “i’.:§5§

s 1Y

-

THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

HE BROUGHT ME TO THE 1 i g
MOUNTAIN WHEPE | SAW | | DISGUISED MYSELF
TORN CLOTHES AND | AS A MAN AND FOLLOWED

FOOTPRINTS THE FOOTPRINTS

-\ WHICH BROUGHT ME
TO VIKRAMAPURI,

-~
”

t

)
g

-

— .~

b
TN ‘.4

.

THEN CAME THE
POYAL ELEPHANT

WHICH GARLANED
ME.

THAT'S HOW |

BECAME THE KING A
OF YIKRAMAPUPI. '

AND SET ME
FREE

.
O

NOW THAT | HAYE

FOUND 90U, WE SHALL
RETURN TO OUR

NO DEAR! KNOWING
ALL THAT WE DO, WE
CANNOT LEAVE
VIFRAMAPURI

WITHOUT SETTUNG /'

/

ITS AFFRIRS. /"' X
TR A\
\.‘ \‘. . . '. \

\ 1

|




AMAR CHITRA KATHA R
| INTRODUGE TO THE COURT ,I‘ \
.

#_—‘————

TODAY, M4 NEW CHIEF

THE Y0O6! ? AN
EXCELLENT CHOICE!

= e e SR T el o 2 .
DAY TAIIIITI T 27 |

— ——

HNANAM TOOK A PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE

ONE DAY JNANAM SENT FOR THE COURTIERS -
EDUCATION oF ANANDI, THE DAYGHTER OF THE 'q

THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN

| WANT TO HAND

TO HER AND
RETURN TO MY

OWN LAND.

OVER THE THRONE

. ——— —

DON'T
LEAVE US,
MAHARRAJA

r

/WH’J DON’T 40U
MARPRY ANANDI? |

N
| ‘ o
| ' :

/" ————
/,

4

MARRY i
&INHN[’A? ME ?

*\

LATE KING,

PRINCESS ANANDI IS NOW
QUITE CAPABLE OF RULING
THE COUNTRY.

e

W-WE CAN’T STAY
IN VIKRAMAPUR! ANY
LONGER. LET US

LEAVE BT :fCE/
\

WE SHOULD

LEAVE TONIGHT
ITSELP.

THAT NIGHT JUnA
REVEALING WEPR

NAM WROTE A LETTER 7O ANANDI,
INDENTITH . .,

—

”

AR ETR brs
B % #l IN THE DARKNESS OF THE

o o3l g <3 . - —
B £ . $ - - Q - -
3 - -

-

. - B

. - &
- "

Tk ‘{3 - AND LEFT 1r AT HER BEDSIDE .

£ H 3
Llanw Y ouswa

>
:

kh

LEFT VIRRAMALPURI ...

NIGHT, INANARM AND PRPATACAN

2
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

<« AND R WEEK LATER, REARCHED SATYAPURY,

‘m: =

THE Faaavma DAY INANAM mo A VISITOR.

40U AKE LIKE MY SISTER. | HAVE
NEITHER A FATHER NOR A
MOTHER, PLEASE COME AND
’BLESS ME ON MY CORONATION

WE SHALL
COME!

q‘

FRATAPAN AND JNANAM REACHED VIKRAMAPYR)
L:IN&NM CPOWNED ANANDI QUEEN OF WI'PﬁMHPUFIg

v

I

i“ 1T
‘ a OUR BLESSINGS
, AND GOOD
; WISHES, MY
i ¢

EPICS AND
MYTHOLOGY
Beost known stores (rom
tha Eprcs and the Puranas

Abhvmanyu

Aq,!'f.?‘,a-i

Andhaka

Aniruddha

Arunt And Ultlanka

Ashvwn Kumarns

Ayyappan

Bahubali

Hhanumal

Bheama And Hanuman

Bheeshma

Chandrahasa

Dasharalng

Dhruva And Ashlavakra

Oraupadch

Drona

Elephanta

Gandhar

Ganesha

Ganesha And The Moon

Ganga

Garuda

Ghatoltkacha
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