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TH‘E ANCESTORS OF THE -'l.'l.lll.li

THE CHOSEN
BRIDEGROOM

Mathasaritasagara. the ocean of stories is b
ameong the earliest cellection of stories extant
in the werld. It was cempiled by a brahmin nam-
ed Semadeva for the amusement of Suryavati,
wife of King Ananta of Kashmir, at whese court
Semadeva was a poet.

Myriad streams ef myth and mystery flow in
te create this fanciful and fascinating ecean -
tales of wondrous maidens and their fearless
lovers, of kings and cities, of statecraft and int-
rigue, of magic and spells, of treachery and tric-
kery, of ghosts and goblins.

“The chesen bridegroem” and “The Gods as
witnesses” in this velume are based on stories
frern Semadeva's Kathasaritasagara, #
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""'ra'-J.'é.EE RULED IN THE CITY OF AYODHYA, KING VIRAKETL. ;E'EME EELT
HAPPY AND SAFE IN HIS CARE.

‘r@. il {-Lrh )

THE LEADING MERCHANT OF THE CriTy WAS WHAT A oEM! WE'LL

RATNADATTA-ONE DAY— | Ve F - CALL HER

CONGRATULATIONS , QJ j ] TR ATNAVATL
X MASTER! YOUR WIFE = '
ol NANDAYANT! HAS ¥ = it
(28 GIVEN BIRTH TO A f; ()| LEIECS A : - -
LOVELY TALUGHTER = . ' ] - ;
W .
) f : UK
"= { AL
§er, I[ ] ~ ’, -
N
= | 1; .0

RATNAVATI GREW LUP TO BE A LOVELY, GRACEFLIL YOUNG LADY _ [ BUT SHE 1S

— = : - - j| e REFUSING TO
g il Y/~ S0 mANY & o PAGET MARRIED,

COME FOR
. RATNAVATI'S




afmidar chifra batha

SOME DAYS LATER— | PIE,EIIEEGHEE
=
FRINCE RAIDLTT HAS TO AGREE.

| HEARD OF RATNAVATIS
| BEALUTY AND WANTS TO

WHY DONT YOU GIVE
YOUR CONSENT;
RATNAVATIZ TIMAGINE | A FAUPER OR A
r\A\F’EmL:E FROPOSING,/ PRINCE OR A GO

T wWiLL NEVER
AERT. ‘

I DON'T CARE
WHETHER HE 1S

'YOUR FATHER IS SO

' KEEN TO SEE You

. MARRIED. WHY TO
YOl REFLUSESC

I HATE MEN. I'D
RATHER PIE THAM
GET MARRIED.

YES, RATNAVATT
HAS SWORN
' NEVER TO

BUT SOON THE 605SIP GAVE WAY TO TALK ABOLT
MORE SERNNS MATTERS.

EVENTUALLY VIRAKETL CAME TO KANOW ABouT
THE RCBBERS.
HELP US| A

YOUR MAJESTY,

ROBEEDP EVERY

S NIGHT.




THE CHIOSEM BRIDEGROHIM

TO THE TOWN MUST BE ENTERED IN
A RE@ISTER. I

| VIRAKETY CALLED HIS SOLIVERS. '.:II!'IEI]IHH | L A A
FOST MORE SEFDYS FOR THE NIGHT A 7 .
WATCH. ALL ARRIVALS AND DPEFARTURES ol F 3

TOUR MATESTY. THEY WEAR
SFECIAL SHOES

WELL, LET's
TRAIN OUR MEN

70 TRACK THEM. _/

THE THIEVES ARE VERY CLNNING,

| YOuU MUST cATCH
THEM , PEAP OR
ALIVE,

| PESPITE ALL THE EFFORTS OF THE SCLDIERS

THE KING THOWEHT RO A WErE .,

| THE ROBBERIES CONTINUED, T~

THE MY SOLDIERS ARE

THIEVING DPOING THEIR BEST. WE
AND LOOTING | HAVE HIRED SPECIAL =
| HASN'T WATCHMEN, INCREASED, A
THE MIGHT FATROL iy,

TONIGHT I WILL LUSE A NEW

FLAN, 50D WILLING, T WILL

SOON REMOVE ALL YOLR
ANXIETY.

THANK. YOuU,
YOUR
MAJESTY.




afmuar chetra kathaoa

| AT NIGHT THE KING WAS BLSY IN HIS PRIVIGTE

CHAMBER. | TR |

|

| THERE 'TVE DARKENED my \ ' _
FACE WITH FAINT. NOow

I'LL TIE MY BEARD UP. =

_\q__----' b =)

—_— —

| WITH THIS LONG HAIR

| FROM MY HORSE's

F TAIL T'LL TIE UP MY
NOSE. HMM. 1T

,\L\E\ﬂ;xﬁ PIFFERENT

REFLACING HIS SILKEN ROYAL ROBE WITH A
ROUGH CLOAK HE STEFPED ONITIN THE DARK.

FOR AN HOLR OR TWO, THE KING WALKED THROUGH THE DARK SILENT

| THROLGH THE MERCHANTS QUARTER . Bl
. -E P

STREETS. A6 fi= PASSED

-

THAT MAN

1S WALKING
S0 STEALTHILY.
HE MLST BE A




THE CHIOSE:, BRIDEGROOM

THE MAN SFPRANG UF WITH A CRY WHEN THE KING TAPFED HIS SHOLILDER.

ME T00. COME,
LET'S WORK
TOSETHER,

BY THE WAY, %\ HUSH! HOLD
\ ARE You A HIGH | YouR TONELE
A FLIER OR A AND LET'S
SMALL FRYZS A, GET cRACKING.

-

SOON THE EXPERT THIEF L ED THE KING TO THE KING VIRAKETL AND 15 NEW-FOUND
RI6HT SPOTS IN THE BACK STREETS. COMPANION WORKED HARD ROR HOURS,
THERE ARE SO Jo— ' LA THAT'S ENOUGH FOR |

MANY OF THEM ey TONIGHT. LET'S &0 TO

THE FLASHKEMW AnD
WET OURE WHISTLES.




aimar chatra katho

m———— e

THE KING WAS FAMILIAR WITH THE
| LANSLHAGE OF THIEVES BY NOW.

THE THIEF FEP MM TO A R
FeOm, THE. CrTY

OCKY HiLL A FEWN KILOMETRES

L

| HE MEANS WE'LL

| &CTO THE TPEN OF

THIEVES AND HAVE
A TRIMNK .

[ A DOZEN ARMED MEN SPRANG L/P FROM THE —]

| GRASS NEAR THE ROCK. | = ]
e . FH:

AH' THATS THE SECRET

S1GNAL FOR ENTERING

V8T LAST THEY REACHED A STEEP MIGH ROCK
WHOsEs SIDE wes SOERED JWITH &HIND PRINTS
ITHE KING. M TATED HiS COMPANION

T'LL ALSO MAKE MY PALM-
| PRINT= WITH VERMILICY
PASTE HERE.

TOGETHER THEY HESED tIP A BLULKY TRAF

Door. T 7 (R
NV M

.
L

-4 \!
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i : THE CH¥ .l| ] |‘|||'| (] B S |

THEY CLIMBED DOWN A BAMBOC (ADDER. 79 | | ON THE RicH carpeTe oF

I _ = s SEREAD ON THE FLOOR
SUDDEN 00D VOISES AND BRIGHT LIcHT

A S A e WERE HUNDREDS OF WALLETS, BAGS, WEAROWS,
I

SOBLETS AND JARS OF WINE. I
77 /4
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THE NEXT ROOM WAS FLLED Wite Tbies AND
THIEVES WASHING BLooD FROM THELS HAND AND
REMOVING THELD DISSUISE . |

HOW WAS
THE NIGHTZ | ADTITION TO

CHE GANC.
Ao ["1., '

Lo
(h

5 J II
o ML | |
7 "




LE IR RLE Y L PR s Ll PFApnE LA

SO0N THE GANG ATE ; DRANK AND ONE BY ONE
PROPPED OFF TO SLEER |

SUDDENLY A MAID SERVANT WHO RECOGMIZED
THE KING CAME FORWARD. |

| 0 KING VIRAKETU! %
| WHAT ARE Yo POING Y
| HERE £ THEY WILL f

| KILL YOU IF “HEY :
| RECOENIZE YOu

THE OLD LADY LED HIM ACROSS THE SLEEFING BODIES 70 A SECRET EXIT OF THE CAVE.

(( I'F BETTER MARK

ﬁ /

THIS EXIT

3 L\_L-/-"iEFu'_'_w
4

AT DAWN MHE WAS BACK N THE PUACE, AS
S00N A5 HE AFPPEARED N THE DURBAR—

e —

HE SUMMONED His SROUS OF EXPERT
ARCHERS . I

KEEFP READY TONIGHT

O kING, TOU FEOMISED T
| FROTECT s, BUT THE ROBBERY
| LAST HIGHT wWAs
THE BIaEEST.
JUST &IVE
ME AMOTHER
B2 Tl

FOR A SECRET
MISS|ION.




THE CHOSEN BRIDEGROOM

WHEN IT WAS FRST MIDNIGHT HE tED THEM TO 7

sl 4 . #EWLEEWH:‘EFFEE%EWRHMIET
— .o
- e E THIS 15 THE WAY TO THEIR HEY, WHERE IS HE HA
oy PEN. WE WILL CAFTURE THAT NEW FELLOWZ m&ﬁFFEAEED.

THEM BEFORE THEY SET
OUT FOR, ROBBING.

I HEARD THE MAIP-
SERVANT WHISPERING
TO HIM. CATcH HER.

ON BEING THREATENED THE OLD LADY
CONFESSED, |

IT WAS K-=KING

: NOW 1IN THE CHIEF THOWSHT FOR MO, WE WLl
COME TO CAPTURE [ RUN AWAY! / DAYLIGHT WE'LL A WHILE . | Qm ﬁunl Awfrﬁ WE

SURELY BE WILL CONFRONT HIM.
?EE::';;S

WE'LL 0 AS
YOoU SAY.




amar ¢hidra katha

THEY SPENT THE DAY SHARFPENING ?HE.I'.E.‘ mgsaﬁ ﬁ#z:' CHECKING THEIR WEAPONS, AT
NIGHTEALL — 5 . — :

THE REST OF THE E-'-H.-'hf-'.'i .5?5‘?1‘]?—.-‘.‘1‘.-"' FOLLOWELD TI‘HE CHIEF AS HE POSITIONED HIMSELF i THE WOoODs,

..r g e T THEY ARE SO SURE WE'LL
2 THE%EM? L LY \, BE IN THE CAVE THAT THEY

c : \" ARE WALKING WITH THE

\ WEAPONS DOWN.

uuuuu

ONE , TWO
\ THREE, ATTACK!

THE KING'S EGJ.D.-'E.'EE WE.EE ﬂ-‘!-n'.'.l'#h"? E}'
:'rHE'Fﬁ'ISE _'s s T




THE ChHOsEN ERIDFEGROOM

THE BRAVE VIRAKETL CONFRONTED i [ THEY BENT, SKIPPED, JUMPED CUTMANCELVERNG
w.ﬂ??‘-ff DREEW HMHis SWoRD AND EfcH OTHER TILL THEY WERE EXHAUSTED

ENSUED. | :

[ RUN FOR YOUR
LIVES. OUR CHIEF G 0

BOTH WERE WEL! MATCHED 1N SkTLL AND
COURAGE ANP THE BATTLE SEEMED LINENDING.
AT LAST THE KING CLEVERLY DISARMED s 1= PEFEATED

}_\\

L
[ !

o T e 1 e
A .|-_- [ ot 1
:

R B RN “
i;: - & {;:__'.'- e = ._:' s u -

TYING HIS HANDS BEHIND HiM, THE CHIEF WAS
BROUGHT TO THE PALACE. .
LET HiM BE BATHED AND
DRESSED IN FINE CLOTHES

ANP LOCKED UF

THE KING CALLED FOR THE FEW REMAINING
MEN FROM HIS ARMY. ———u

f?‘: B~




amar ¢hatra katho

TE STOLEN GOODS WERE BROUGHT FROM THE

THIEVES DEN TO THE PALACE. NEXT MORNING
TAKEN ARDUND THE o/Tr. ST

THE ROBBER WAS MOUNTED ON A CAMEL AND

HEAR'! HEAE!
BEHOLP THE CHIEF
WHO ROBBEP ANP
PLUNPERED QUR
h_____i:_rr?’.

L -

ZATHER AT THE MAIDANF
THIS EVEMNING ANDP SEE

PEOFLE CRANED THEIR NECKS TO CARH SIGHT OF THE

HOW HE 15 PUNISHEP
FOR HIS EVIL PEEDS.

B

HE'LL BE
EXECUTED TODAY.

-’(EER'I.-'EE Him
RIGHT; THE
ViLLAIN!

N THE EVENING AS THE THIEF WAS BEING LED
TO THE TOWN SQUARE . HE PISSED BY THE
HOUSE OF RATNADATTA. =7

£

_'rI } ._.I_.
| A
= : il ) .
Y ST R
B ———
{ -

5 X
T—

,ﬁﬂ. ™

"
'. -':._' _"'—-|

VAT TO RIE WINDOW
OF HER CHAMBER. -

OH1 WHAT A HAND- \ 8

20ME MAN.I HAVE 'FK'

NEVER SEEN ANTONE RifyANE -
LIKE M. e B




TEEC O W "l HFI R

FOWRE sial, e )

[ THOLGH THE THIER WAS WOUNDED AND COVERED WiTer PUST RATNAVATI WAS SVITTEA WiTw L0VE

COME HERE!

i FATHER 1 FLEHEEZ
GUICK ! A

FER AT

o0 T T

e, o o

FATHER' T
WANT TO MARRY
L THAT MAN.

i

—

[WAVEN'T you WEARDE N7
HE's A BANDIT AnND ¢ T PoN'T
15 TO BE EXECUTED CARE WHO HE

I1Z.T HAVE CcHOSEMN
Himd AS avy

HUSBAND
.
N

s

{ ~0U HAVE REFLSED FRINCES

| ANDP NOBLES AS YoUR
SUITORS AND YOU WANT TD
MARRY THIS HARDENED

:Ermw;u__?///:
I

=::'I _ ‘—}r
Y




RATNAVAT! WAS DETERMINED —
?_ o il

You MUST _-*.E'RL#HE-A L TRY TO®
| TO FREE HIM, FATHER,, PERSUAPE THE

| OR T°LL KILL MYSELF /l
| 0. e

RATNADATTA WENT TO THE FALACE TO BLEAD
WITH THE KING. T~

WILL YOU LET HIM c0 2
Gt i Y PALIGHTER'S LIFE 1S AT
v i| STAKE.I'M READY TO

oo, PAY WITH ALL MY =
WEALTH FOR HIS &
3 FREEDOM, 2
/s

¥
=
v

HE HAaS BEEMN FLUNTPERIMNG

OLUR TOWN.T RISKEDP MY
| OWN LIFE TO .-.'AF"TLIE'/E/ e
Himd,

1
| NO! T CANNOT FREE HIM. j

| TO FREE YOUR

THE KING REFUSERP IF HE PIES, T TOO
WILL &IVE UP

MY LIFE.

CHOSEMN MAN.

MUCH AS HER PARENTS TRIED TO DISSUADE HER , RATNAVAT, PRESSED 4P AND WENT T0 THE

PUBLIC SENMARE, [ j?_
=T SHE WANTS | OF ALL
LOOK , THERE -
| SHE 15 5i-.wm MARRY THE , '\f-EnPL% :

CSTHIEEL s




THE EXECHTION WAS ABOUT TO TAE l
Ll

RATNAVATI HAS
CHOSEN You As
HER HLISBANT, Ay
)

THE C1II3EN BRIGEGROC R

WHD 15 SHE'S THE MOsST
KATMNAVATI= BEAUTIFLL &IRL
e IN AYODHYA.

_h{

-,

.

SUITORS, EVEN CRY OR LALGH,
| PRINCES. BUT Now <

| SHE WANTS To VT s
ﬂﬁliw ".FDH/

=0 FAR sHE HAP MARRY MEZ I PON'T
| REFUSEP ALL KNOW WHETHER TO

THE THIEF WAS EXECLUTED. RATAAVATI WAS
ABOUT TO KiLL HERSELF. |

I'LL FOLLOW
CHOSER ON
IN PEATH.

A

MY
E
)_)) Bt

[ JisT THEN toRD | I AM PLEASED BY
SHIVA ﬂﬂfEﬁEED. Ir TOUR STEADFAST

,j FEVOTION. AsSK. FOR
—- ANY BOON.

-
R
-
et

27 S0 BE IT.
NOW CHOOSE
A BOON FOR

e ey

CRANT MY
SONS,

YOURSELF.




amar ¢hdra katha

=

f SO BE IT. HE WILL

ﬁ;;;; HENCEFORTH LEAD A
MAN WHOM T HAVE &S00 LIFE. LET HiM . |

CHOSEN AS MY RISE UF ANF BE FOR- |

HUSBAND BE GRANTED?| GIVEN HIS SiINS BY |
HIS LIFE AS AN KING :

HONEST UPRIGHT IRAK

WITH LORD SHIVA's BLESSINGS THE THIEF WHEN KING Vi YOou ARE
ROSE TO HIsS FEET AND WALKED UP TC HEARD OF THIS—[ INDEED A
RATNADATTA. | BRAVE MAN AND |=
COME: LET US ARE BLESSED BY [0y
. LORP SHIVA TO BECOME AT

MNOBLE. T FORGIHVE

You.

1 APPOINT TOU
COMMANDPEE OF

b MY ARMY.
I\\\q_ = ""\x\




THE GODS AS WITNESSES

UFAKOSHA ; THE MOST BEAUTIELL MAIDEN N PATALIPHTRA, WAS BETRITIHED T VARARUCH!.

WHEN VARARLICH! WAS ABOLT TO UPAKOSHA » T
MUST a0 TS THE

HIMALAYAS TO

L ¥ouU MAY ASK HIM
WHENEVER YouU ARE




amar chaf ro kat haa

—

A= THE PAYS PASSED, UFAKOSHA GREW THIN
AND WAN. LISTLESSLY SHE WENT A80uT HER

[ONE DAY AS SHE WAS RETURNING HOME AFTER
HER EVENING BATH, THE MINISTER AT THE ROVAL

PAILY SNORES.

Ve

S CCURT SAW HER,

OW BEAUTIFLIL
SHE LOOKS!

WHEN HE PERSISTED ; UPAKOSHA @UICKLY

s AUT T'M BETROTHED
= WIT I'M BE H
| MARRY ME,O e
el 170 VARARLUCHI. ..
ONE.

THOUGHT OF A PLAN. |

PO NOT APPRCACH
ME THUS IN PUBLIC »
SR «LEST MIS-
FORTUNE BERALL

L

AT PUSK, ON THE NieHT e
OF VASANT PANCHAMI* S
HEXT WEEE. - 7

|7 COME TO MY HOUSE

AH,YES! ALL THE TOWN
FEOFLE WILL BE
~jl] BUSY CELEBRATING
- AND WiLL NOT
OBSERVE ME
COMING TO TOUR,
HOUSE.




THE GODS AS WITHESSES

THANK GOD' I
GOT RIP OF
Him .

BUT SHE HAD HARDLY GONE @A L/TTLE FLiRTHER
WHEN — -

OH, THE KING'S
TREASURER! J=2

D e

HOW CAN T ACCEFT

# ALL THE JEWELS IN THE ROVAL
TREASURY SEEM PALE BEFURE
YouUR BEAUTY. OH FAIR ONE,

BE MINE.

YOUR, PROPOSAL
HERE 2 IT WOULD
NOT BE PROFPER.

COME TO MY HOUSE AT
MIDPNIGHT ON THE TAY
OF THE SPRING
FESTIVAL,

AS SHE WAS ABOUT 70 REACH HER MHOULSE SHE
MET THE HEAD MAGISTRATE s WHO ALSO DETANED
MER W His PROPOSAS | |

COME TO MY HOUSE
AT PAWN AFTER THE
3 THE SPRING

T
!




T CAN NO LONGER LIVE HERE.
1'D BETTER LEAVE THE TOWN.
BUT I NEE> MONEY FORE
THE TRAVEL EXPENSES.

amar chfra kathao

== =

SHE WENT TO HIRAN YAGLPTA, THE MERSHANT.

I NEED SOME MONEY
URGENTLY. VARARUCH! HAD
TOLD ME, HE'D DEPOSITED
HIS WEALTH WITH You.

[T ADMIT NOTHING.
CAN YoU PRODLUCE A
WITNESS TO SAY THAT
1 HAVE HIS MONEYE

| MY PROPOSAL IS

YOU SAY S0 BECAUSE VARARUCHI

DID NOT cARE TO LEAVE
A WRITTEN RECORE. THIS
ISN'T FAIR , SIR.

R

HMM. LET ME
THINK. ABOUT IT.

I°LL GIVE MY REFLY
AFTER THE SFRING
FESTIVAL.

LISTEN, PRETTY ONE,
IF YOU cONSENT TO BE
MY WIFE,I'LL BESTOW
ALL MY WEALTH oN
YOuU., WHAT VARARLCH!
LEFT WITH ME 15
NOTHING IN
COMPARISON.

THAT MEANS You
ADPMIT VARARUCHI
LEFT HIS MONEY

CLPAKOSHA NOW BEGAN TO PLAN FOR VASANT
FANGHAML. | PREPARE A LARGE VAT OF

LAMPBLACK MIXED
WITH OIL.




THE &3

AL WITRESSES

NOW ADD THIS MUSK
AND sANDAL TO
PERFUME IT.

| | HER MAIDS WERE |——.
FSURPRISED
YES! KEEP

FOUR PIECES OF
gl CLOTH DIPFEDR IN IT FOR
|.1"“""‘-“i APPLYING IT TO MY
§ THWSPECIAL SLIESTS.

MOW WHERE'S
THAT HUGE ANCESTRAL
TRUNK 2

THE ENORMOLS TRINK wWAas .P.-?#?EEE.E} ST
FROM THE STORE ROOM, | S TRr T

EMPTY IT QUT. cHECK. THE
LATEH AND THE LOcCK

s DUSK FE L} —

THERE HE COMES !
THE MINISTER ! PO B
AS VE TOLD You 4

UPAKOSHA CONFILED HER RLAN TO ;ﬁ-E.E IM-‘?.-"I—’S THE MINISTER WHAS RECEIVED BY MRAKDSHA'S

| WELLOME, SiR1 OUR

MAIDS. |

MISTRESS BADE us
TO HAVE You PATHED

AND DRESSED |N NEW
ELOTHES TD CELEBRATE
THE SPRING FESTIVAL.




amar skt ra kotho

ELATED AT BEING THES WELCOMED. THE
VINISTER ASEEED HE WAS LED INTED & Disily

T

HERE’S A SPECIAL
UNGLENT WE'VE

| LsT MAAEL SHAHIBER, § |

BRI MADE FOR YOL. 4

THEY TOOK A LONG TIME  FINGINTING M VT
THE LINGLENT WHICH ME COLLD SMELL BUT NOT
: ] SEE, JUST THEN —
I‘.'

IT 15 THE ROYAL / \COH ! HE 1S VARARLCHI'S
TREASLIRER! FEIENIE; HIDE!

Y BUT MY _ Y[ LATER! HURRY UP AND I
| CLOTHESS -‘:3 GET IN. THERE'Ss NO /&

; . o TIME ! R
L - : ity i -'ll-.wl-?':;
B : e B i% % a_-“:%':?_ : . w}"ﬁ'

A

Now THE
NEXT ONE!




[ FIEY BROUGHT THE TREASURER NSIDE 5;,«: T e e : .
DIMLY £IT ROOM | INSUSPECTING, THE TREASL SLICCLMBED
oH ;:: }'gu BT | MG e Eos HAS 70 THE MASSAGE. || = :
BE WEARY FROM | LINGUENT 10 GIVE You G000 | HE's AN, WouLD
R RERO/AL A SOOHING MAsSAee,] | wimr =0 ! “ﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁ P
» ) 1= s -
i i i .:'3.: 3 .
e Y

SOON IT WAS THE MAs
ENTOY THE @Wmﬁﬁﬁggjﬁm EWT ?;3 =

o .‘:'_

ok, s
N -E‘-.
] i -

SENP WORD TO HIRANYA-
GUPTA , THE MERCHANT,
THAT IT'M READY TO

REPLY TO HiM.

73




ainar chetra katha

'."E' HER HOLISE. J

EAGER TO HEAR HER REPLY HIRANYAGUPTA 11IRRIED

BUT PO YOU STILL

JES-TES
WILL YoU

CONSENT TO I MIGHT...
BE MINEZ

p A

‘rlrl s -'.ll

‘.il-l'-r AL

PENY THAT VARARLUCHI
PEPOSITED HIS MONEY
FOR ME WITH Tou 2

HEH HEH!

H:Ejmmmpm?ﬁ TSAFE | TH EﬁE’E’T J:r}qa:! 2

NOW,

- WITNESS |
{) WHAT T SAY.

OF COURSE., VARARLICHI
| | PP LEAVE HIS WEALTH
= WITH ME AND ASKEDP
ME TO GIVE 1T WHEN
Yo NEEDED IT.

UPAKOSHA RAISED HER ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂﬁ IN MOCKk

PLEA. |

IWHEN UPAKOSHA BADE i G0 —

HEAR ,7E &DPE:,AME")
BEAR WITNESS TO

S0 YOU AGREE
T BE MINE.

HAVE A LITTLE PATIENCE.
YJO'LL SEE ME VERY
.1 FROMISE You




UPAKOSHA ACCOMPANIED BY HER MAIDS

WENT TO THE COURT OF KING NANDA.

EooN—] 1S IT TRUE THAT

YOUR MAJESTY! THE

15 TRYING TO CHEAT

THE WICKED HIRANYASLIPTA PRETENDED

MERCHANT HIEHH':".-"!E.I'P?I#\}

VARARUCHI LEFT HIS

h
; ~ WEALTH WiTH You TO BE
GIVEN TO THIS LADYZ

1

| IBNORANCE. [~

N0, YOUR MATESTY, I
| HAVE NOTHING IN MY
| KEEPING BELONGING

#

| THE HOUSEHOLDP
| DEITIES IN A BOX./}

—

OH! TOUR MAJTESTY. I ¥
HAVE WITNESSES.
BEFORE HE LEFT,
VARARLICH!I HAD-PUT

THIS MERCHANT APMITTED
THE DEPOSIT IN THEIR
PRESENCE. YoU CAN ASK,

IT IS A RATHER HEAVY
BOX. IT MAY NEEL?
SEVEN OR ElIGHT

MEN TO LIFT IT.
TAKE A

TOZEN SOLDIERS
AND FETCH THE
BOX HERE.




THE HEAVY TRUNK WAS BROUGHT TO THE DRAMATICALLY RAISING HER HANDS SKYWARDS
COURT BY SEVERAL OF THE KING'S MEN. HPAKOSHA SAID— |
a9

RELATE TRULY, O c0PS,
WHAT THE MERCHANT

ND SOUND CAME FROM THE TRLNK . SUDPDENLY —

e

SPEAK. UP, O LORDS, WHD
PWELL INSIDE THE TRUNK.
ELSE T'LL BURN You
OR OFPEN THE BOX N
THE COURT,

o

IT 1S TRUE THAT
) 73/ THE MERCHANT
M B ADVITTED THE

P

YES! YES, \l INDEED HE HAS ADMITTED
WE CAN TO VARARLICHI HAVING
VOUCH FOR DEPOSITED HIS WEAL

HIRANYAGUPTA wWAs BESIDE HIMSELF WiTH
FEAR — [
OH PEAR ! HER &0TS

ARE REALLY POWERFLIL
AND PROTECTIVE .




THE 30T Al WITHER S

SulickLY HE BENT BEFORE THE KiING —

FORGIVE ME» YOUR
MAJESTY. I DIP INPEED
ACCEPT THE MONEY

FROM VARARUCHL. .-

GO AT ONCE
AND GET
HER MONEY.

BUT KING NANDA'S cURIOSITY WAS AROASED,

£AN I HAVE A LOOK HOW CAN 1 REFUS
AT YOUR HOUSEHOLD/ A ROTAL REQUEST,
TEITIESZ YOUR HIEGHNESS S

L\
WH-WHAT ON BARTH =
WHO ARE THESES THEY
: LOOK ALMOST
HUMAN.

O

THEY LOOK FAMILIAR
LET THEM BE BROUGHT
OUT FROW THE TRUNK.




amar chit ro kot o

AND THE WHAT |8 THE

MAGISTRATE MEANING OF
Top! ALL THISZ

. I,.-" T .5555551 ) .

SEFE
THE
MINISTER!

/’ OH, WHAT A HENCEFORTH, YOU WILL BE
EVERYTHING — TALE ! INPEED MY SISTER.IM SURE
A oo WOMAN VARARLCHI WILL BE FROUD
IS PROTECTEDP Py
BY HER OWN

VIRTUE ANE
WIT.

WHEN U4PRAKOSHA RETLRMED HOME LADEN WiITH FRESENTS G/IVEN BY KING NANDA ,
SHE WAS REETED WITH SMILES oF ADMIRATION FROW) THE CITIZENS OF PATALIPUTRA.
[l | o e B ]
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Morton is one way of saying

Children love the taste of Martons. Grown-ups
trust the goodness of Mortons. Over years and
ra vears it's been the family favourite.
aa = Chocolate and Coconut Cookies, Rose Eclairs,
""" Supreme Chacolate and Coconut Toffees, Lacto
Bonbons and so many other delicious treats.

And now Kesar Bite. Every bite a yummy
delight. .

SWEETS -

MORTON CONFECTIONERY & MILK PRODUCTS FACTORY
P.O. Marhowrah 841418 Dist. Saran, Bihar

e YRR

Caution Notice :

1@' and s WIappers Ara regeter ed Wade mark of Uipper Ganges Sugar and Indusirss Lid. Any infringsmaent ol Wrade mark righls is lkabile to prosecalion






G. Srinivasan, Kumool

Girish Sanner, Bangalore
Sreenath Krishnamurthy, Bombay
Vishakha Bayanwala, Calcutta

WINNERS IN THE MAHABHARATA QUIZ CONTEST
(AN AGFA-SNAPPER 110E CAMERA)

G.5. Gopinath, Bangaiore
Y. Mythri, Hyderabad

R. Naveen, Alleppey (Kerala)
K. Suresh, Trivandrum
D. Das, Calcutia

B.K. Kalyanaraman,Vatiore (TNady)

Anand Kulkamni, Karwar (Kamataka)
Pawan Kumar Gadia, Howrah
Miss Kadambari, New Delhi

Hem Badolia, Delhi

L. Aparna, Bombay

Vishal Baid, Jaipur

H. Gopalkrishnan, Trivandrum

Abhijit Ashok Dixit, Thane
Minal Desai, Nadiad (Gujarat)
M. Gautam, Madras

WINNERS OF THE CONSOLATION PRIZE
— TWO BLUE AND ONE GREEN OR TWO GREEN CERTIFICATES
: (AN AMAR CHITRA KATHA BUMPER ISSUE)

Pallavi S. Jesrani, Bombay
m‘m:-

T.R. Dhusyanth Kumar, Madras
P. Sunitha Kurup, Paighat (Kerala)

Surendra Nene, Indore

G. Jayakrishna, Madras
Indrajit Roy, New Delhi
J. Shiv Kumar, Madras
Sudhanshu Kumar Jain, Delhi

TINKLE

The action-packed,
tun-filled fortnightly far
children frem the House

of Amar Chitra Katha

'e .
/T ENTERTAINS @ % (9

AND EDUCATES




Give your child a treasury
of Indian classics.
Brought to you now in

BUMPER
ISSUES
of three

Amar Chitra Katha
titles each

BUMPER ISSUES: The Bhagawat Purana

1 Tales of Hanueman BUMPER ISSUES: ah Erishina: The Playful

b Tales of Birtaal £t Erishna: The Charming
3 Tntes o ihe Parthatanks In 14 volumes (Mos. 51 to &4 &7 Krighna: The Pratectes

each containing three issues in

M4 Tal I Buciciha E 55']

5 T:iggff;:emm Gogdess serial order, EFE':MI'I' : ! Eos

f Thz Scaed ef Shnvg 51 The Ancesiors of the Kurus mfélﬂm

7 Achentures of Krishna 52 TheValorous Pandavas The Ramayana’

3 Takes from the . Hitopadesha 53  TheEscape from Varanavata
-8 Mo Takes from Panchatantra 54 The Pandavas wed Draupadi
10 Tales ol Humour oE Thie Bergn ok Inchrspresthag
11 The Sons of the Pandaves 54  The Costhy Game of Dice
M2 Devotees of Wishru 57 Banished to the Forest 0

13 Jartaks Tahi"i-‘;’l‘"‘ﬂ"'m' SLores L] The ears in Exile P.‘E- ?‘

_N-14 More Tales of Brbal 5 - The Preluck to War

16 Tales froem the Mahabharata 40 TheConkontation E‘ﬂ';h

M-17  Jataka Tales & Thue Battle ir Fuill Fuiry
= Stones of Wisdom 82 Agunawreaks Havoc

::ég JMTTu;ﬂmEiﬂf':?; 63  TheVictonous Pandavas

Ao m“"""’h“”' 3 on orders for Rs. 95 and
N-27 Toles of Love and Devotin above postage will not
28 - Exploits of Afjuna arge

] Tabes of Indr s £

Order by post from:
Published by: Paramount Book Agency

; Arch No 29 (West Approach)
India Book House Pvt

BN < g Below Mahalaxmi Bridge
Ull Bombay 400 026. Mahalaxmi Bombay-400 034



our bes’r friend’s been cut!

&'on you pu’r him ’roge’rher again?

Cut eut the squares and
rearrange them te make
Handybey whele again.

Better still, stick them en
card te get a permanent
Handybey puzle yeu can
play with any time yeu want.
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Mouse Colours
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