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The Cowherd of Alawi
and Other Buddhist Tales

Gautama, as we all know, left home to find a way to
eradicate human misery. He became Buddha, the enlightened
one, when one day in a flash the truth dawned on him as he
sat'meditating under a Bodhi tree in Gaya.

He came back with practical solutions which even a lay -
man could adopt. Those who followed him had to first accept
and comprehend the four Noble truths —

that worldly existence is full of misery;

that desire and attachment are the causes of worldly
existence;

that worldly existence could be ended by keeping out
desire and attachment;

that there is a way to do this.

The path he advocated was the well-known eight-fold
path. Right speech, right action and right means of livelihood
to achieve control on the physical plane; right exertion, right-
mindedness and right meditation to achieve mental strength
and right resolution and n‘ghl point of view for intellectual

That these guideli; when
bring peace of mind is borne out by the Buddhist tales that
have come down to us. A few such tales have been included
in this Chitra Katha.

The last tale in this book is a Zen Buddhist tale from
Japan.
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| THE COWHERD OF ALAW

L T

IT WAS THE EVE OF THE D9y BUDDHA AND HIS
MONSS WERE TUO PASS THROUGH THE VILLAGE
OF ALAWI. A COWHERD OF THE VLLAGE WAS
OUT SEARCHING FOR ONE OF HIS COWS THAT
HAL STRAYED FROM THE HERD,

e _a— -

fﬁ;:. THROUGH THE NiGHT HE |
| SEARCHED BUT COULD NOT FIND

HER . SOON IT WAS MORNING. THE
COWHERD WAS N A QUANLAIRY,

OV WHAT SHALL | PO7P
: UNLESS | TUuRN |
BACK NOW... )/ |

—

o | WILL NOT BE
ABLE TO LISTEN TO
THE WORDS OF THE
ENLIGHTENED ONE.

%

SRS GOWRI WILL HAVE
’ ;"{,jﬂ TO BE FOUND BEFORE
| GO TO THE _

- TEACHER. It

: =2s UNTIL
GOWRI 1S SAFE
IN HER SHED,
. | WILL NOT BF |,
|, ABLE TO Pav| |
ATTENTION TO
HIS WORDS.




amar chitra katha

MEANWHILE, BLDDHA CAME 7O THE
VILLAGE WITH MHS DISCIPLES.

| [...000 L4750 ASSEMBLED TO HEAR

BLPDHA SPEAA, | WILL

BEGIN ONLY WHEN

THE MAN FORE WHOM
I HAVE COME IS

| OF US ARE)
5 PEEEEHT.;'
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NO,
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\[ /" NOT ALL. THAT YF &
: \ | COWHERD IS wmf >
e, T ET HERE.
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THE COWHERD OF ALAWI

THE COWHERD, MEANWAHILE s HAD
STILL MOT FROLND HIS oW,

SHE COULDN'T *
HAVE STRAYED "4
THIS FAR. AN B
: J@‘% ;

=

AR
" L
I. f

T e
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DO “0OU KNOW WHAT <0U HAVE
DONE 2 40U HAVE ROBBED ME OF
THE OPPORTUNITY OF LISTENING
b, TO THE WORDS OF THE

. ENLIGHTENED ONE.

'HE MUST HAVE ENDED HIS
oo | PISCOURSE BY NOW. BUT
SR8\ T T oollp AT LEAST FAY
MY RESPECTS TO HIM.
. COME, LETS HURRY
: . HOME.

| .\
VILLAGE,
THE COWHERD LERT THE COW IN HER SHBD..




LAFRRELT LPMLRLE ULl

ces AND WITHOUT WHHITING TO MHAVE EVEN T

OH' IF ONLY
| DIDN'T FEEL

¢
E- '
4 S

A CUP OF WATER , WENT STRAIGHT

The MESTHNG . AH! THE TEACHER

IS STILL HERE. IT WAas
A G000 THING | DID NOT
STOP TO EAT SOMETHING
BEFORE COMING.

THEN

PLEASE sSERVE
! THIS MAN




THE COVWHRERL UF ALAVVI
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ONLY WHEN HE BEGAN EATING DI THE COWHERD
BEALIZE HOW HUNGRY AND THIRST'Y HE WAS.

FEELING REFRESHED.

L AND WENT BACK TO THE MEETING [\

T ]
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THE COWHERD HEARD HIM IN RAPT
ATTENTION.

AS SO0ON AS HE WAS SEATED, [
BUPDHA BEGAN TO SPEAA.
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voe ADMIT ME TO
THE SANGHA.

THE TEACHER
NEVER ASKS WHETHER
WE HAVE HADP FOOD




THE COWHERD OF ALAWI

THE FUSS HE \ S
MADE OF THAT /B

I WENT TO
ALAWI ONLY TO
BRING THE COWMHERD

| SAW HIM ,
I KNEW HE WAS

IN NO FRAME OF | |

MIND TO BE
RECEPTIVE TO MY
TEACHING.

A

YOU CANNOT TEACH

PERSON WHO 15 TROUBLED /=HI

BY HUNGER.

.. : I|

"
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amar cratra Katkh |

L 3

THE CHASE WAS THE FAVOURITE SPORT OF PRASENAJIT OF MOSALA.
BUT OF LATE HE HAD PUT ON TOO MUCH WEIGHT AND DID NOT SEEM
TO ENOY THE SFORT 45 H&_’ HBED TO WHEN HE WAS T&/M.

ALL HE WANTED NOW WAS 70 GET | |THE KING ANSWERED | [THE YouTH QUIETLY OBEYED

BACK TO THE PALACE ANP FOOD. | |HIS MEPHEW'S QUESTION | | THE CcoMmMAane.

BLOW THE HﬂEM,\k SO SO00N, (W7 AV ANerd —
\SUPARSHANA . | MAHARAJ P
= WE ARE GOING )\ ARE “YOU
TIRED P

T
.....
o

“OU ARE RIGHT. HE
NO LONGER HAS THE
STAMINA HE USEP

T HAVE.

WHEN THEY HEARD THE BLAST o= THE | |[ THESE pavs ouR
HORN s THE KING'S MEN WERE NOT TOO KING SEEMS TO TIRE

|JusT ENTERED 1 HAS JUST | .
THE FOREST, BEE-UN. 1




THE PATH OF MODERATION

LATER AT THE PFPALACE —

MAHARAJ

IT BROUGHT IN.

1S REAPY FOR HIS
MIDDAY MEAL. HAVE

THE QUEEN HERSELF SERVED THE KING
THE FIRST COURSE.[

HOW WAS THE
CHASE P

WE
WILL TALK
ABOUT THAT:
LATER.

" RIGHT,
NOW. | CAN

TALK ABOUT

ONLY THINK AND

Foop, T/

HAVE

YOU COME TO
A DECISION

REGARDING THE
MARRIAGE 7

o

THE
MARRIAGE OF
VAJIRA T

4

PON'T MENTION
HIS NAME TO
ME .,




amar chitra katha

I AM NOT
GOINE TO GIVE
MY PAUGHTER

MAHARAU !
BUT YOU...

NOT A WORD
MORE ON THE
SUBJECT !

e

V.
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.
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SUPARSHANA IS HIS
FAVOURITE NEPHEW.HE

ALWAYS HAD A Gaop
WOED FOR HIM AND

 SOME
MORE CURRY

YES, | WILL
HAVE ONE MORE

HELPING

=4 W HE DIDN’T
EAT SO WELL, I'D

MARRIAGE FOR THE

THINK HE WAS ILL, WELL...
==\ I'D BETTER PROP THE
SUBJECT OF VAJIRA’S




IRE FATR UF MIULERA N

ST THEN SUPARSHANA MAHARAJ, PEOPLE \
HAVE ASSEMBLED AT
JETAVANA . BUDDHA
WILL BEGIN HIS
PISCOURSE ANY [

s STOPPED THE CHARIOT A FEW “RRDS AWAY FROM
THE PLACE WHERE THE ENLIGHTENED ONE SAT..




e AND SALUTED HIM ;

AS SOON AS PRASENAJT WAS SEATED,
BUEPHA BEGAN His PISCOURSE,

i I.
i ._.I-- B

| THE KING FELT DIEOWSY AFTER THE | [HE HAD TO MEEP PINCHING MIMSELFE FRoM
HEAVY MEAL . ~

«ua 7O HREEP AWAKE. AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PISCOURSE, PRASENAJIT
WAs THE LAST TO 60 WP TO THE TERCHER.

AL .
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o
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HE WAS TAMEN ABACK BY THE QUESTION
BUPDHA ASKED HIM.

DIDN’T wou
#l REST BEFORE

REVERED ONE,
Illll] AL.!UA.T’E& FEEL
LUINCOMFORTABLE 3
AFTER A MEAL.

.[4["5'."
A MAN WHQ EATS TOO
MUCH, SPENDS HIS TIME
IN SLEEFP AND LIES AND
ROLLS ABQUT LIKE
AN QVERFED HOGE,y
WILL NEVER BE FREED
FROM THE CHAIN OF

REBIRTH . -

Jou MUST BE
OVEREATING

. %
Ny e

e

e ———

25 THE HING LOWERED HiS HEAD N SHAME —

YOU HAVE “TD OBSERVE W
MODERATION IN EATING.
MEMORIZE THIS VERSE
AND SA4 IT TO YOURSELF
WHEN YOu SIT POWN
TO EAT.

oy -f;"fE ;”!




amar chitra katha

PARDON ME, NOBLE
ONE. MY MEMORY IS
NOT AS GO0D As IT
LUSED TO BE.

THAT T0O
I THE RESLULT

OF OVEREATING./B
NEVER MIND,

1 .. AND RECITE
A IT FOR
SUPARSHANA | | § “ou.
WILL MEMORIZE| R & P
THE VERSE...| R I

[
h

ANP BUPPHA GAVE THE -
VERSE T¥ SULARSHANA . |

I WOULD LIKE
TO HAVE RICE
GRUEL...

P

[
S,




THE PATH OF MODERATION

HELPING s« YES.

PEESi = JUST THEN SUDARSHANA'S
VOICE GENTLY REMINDED HM—
/ k; EK‘CELLEHT-IIi

EXCELLENT... A SECOND|

F A MAN EATS -
MOPERATELY... . '

LONGER .

REMAIN ACTIVE
ANP YOUNG

s AND WESHED
HIS HANDS .

| A8 SUDARSHANA CONCLUDED THE VERSE, THE
KING DROPPED THE MORSEL OF FOOD s

'EVERY TIME HE SAT DOWN TO
A MEAL , SUDARSHANA WOULD BE
REALY vus

e TO SOUND THE WARNING VERSE,

IF A MAN EATS
MOPERATELY v

H‘Di i
NO MORE
HELPINGS !

15 ' ~ANTD. ON PRGE NO. 16



THE PATH OF MODERATION

A FEW WEEKS LATER _

il | manaead, | DIDNT
HAVE TO RECITE THE /~—
VERSE TODAY Y =

NOY NOT
A MORSEL MORE.,

—._'_._._._'-

OF COURSE. | AM.
ALTHOUGH | HAVE
LOST AN IMPORTANT

PON'T WORRY,
You WILL BE

GIVEN A GREATER
RESPONSIBILITY ..

| TR " YES. YOU AND
\ VAJIRA HAVE

[ vee THAT OF
LOOKING AFTER ).
VAJIRA .

MAHARAJ!

" BLESSINGS.

16



AR REAEN B FHEELF BN Faled il el

| LATER, IV THE COURSE OF A CHASE —

FASTER...\
i FASTER...,

MAHARAJ , | AM SO HAPPY
THAT YOU ARE ONCE AGAIN
CHEERFUL , CONSIDERATE

AND CONTENTED.

| HAD A WONDERFUL
TIME, WE MUST HAVE
CAPTURED OVER FIFTY
WILD HORSES.,

YOU MUST THANK
BUDDHA, HE SHOWED
ME THE PATH OF
MOPERATION.

/ THE PATH WHICH HAS
SIVEN ME BACK MY GREATEST
POSSESSION— HEALTH; MY GREATEST
ACQUISITION — CONTENTMENT 35
AND My DEAREST RELATIVE-~
CONFIDENCE .




[

5 - WHEN BURGLARS BROKE INTO H/S HOUGE |
THE wlTﬂess - THEOUEH A TUANANEL THEY MHADP DLG.

| SHRAVASTI ; LAY FAST ASLEEP:-.

AETER STEALING WHAT VALUABLES THEY COULD LAY THEIR
HANDS ON, THEY LEFT THROUGH THE SAME TUNNEL.

AS SOON AS THEY CLAMBERED OUT AT THE OTHER END,

THEY SAW THE MOTWAL. [ g
| l‘__‘_.-ﬂ'
, JUMP INTO (i




amar chanra Karna

" AS ONE OF THE THIEVES RAN ACROSS v HIS BAG FELL OFF...
| A PALLY FIELL vev

e BT HE DPIP NOT MNOTICE T IN
HIS MUY TO GET AnAY.




MEANWHILE, QUTSIDE DHANANJAYA'S HOUSE —

= |z~

I"VE BEEN
ROBBED 1

BARELY A FEW
MINUTES

; | DIP NOT
ook SEE ANYONE




amar chitra katha

THE THIEF MUST
HAVE SEEN ME AND
DUCKED INTO THIS

PRAIN ! FLL GO
AFTER HIM.

SOME TIME LATER, A FARMER

-

SET OUuT FOR HIs FIELD. peceed

H“H._ .-I"
e /
i Fe o N
'f‘- Ai g A a}}ﬁ '\ﬁ ﬁﬁ“ T ;-u' .= L,_,,_f"'*—- 2o f.r ql? | t:::lﬁ:r}lr: I
PIL ii& (g - ~ S R
Jr.- : __EL"‘"MMHJF

==Y ... e W"’"ﬂ"*‘”‘iﬁ ocaommie

"nnf""“"' u-.'..-'il | | I
_._L'Z*.,__,_,_ ﬂ!',r M = % j 2" )
f : el il I:_' |
. il I
o meualil] o ] . - wﬁ:

AND THE KOTWAL LOWERED HIMSELF INTO THE|
DRAN.

=7 L N

I_»usr AS HE ENTERED T,

HE APPROACHED BUPDHA-.

| HE SAW BUDDHA.

THE

T &!‘H‘F EQLH?E;:’ H‘,FM 3




THE WITNESS

AS HE WALKEPL AWAY —

‘ ﬁit i »a."&E:E‘I

“ou SEE IT,
ANANDA P

| DO,
EEVERED sSIR.
A DEADLY

A SNAKE
IN WY FIELD !
| MUST SET RID




amar chtra katha

| SEE S
NO SNAKE |~ _
HERE? =\

THE FARMER RAN TO THE SPOT.[%

w-"";_,m

v L
w -
3 B f o, : ™
tttt % ‘.;.'F"ir-‘.-"_ &

THE TEACHER MUST
HAVE MISTAKEN IT FOR
A SNAKE ¥ 1T's HEAVY!
I WONDER WHAT IT
CONTAINS.

ST THEN THE KOTWAL APPEARED oN
THE SCENE,

THAT IN YOurR




E IFE VYl IIVESS

GOLD ! JUST AS

“ou CAN
DO ALL THE
EXPLAINING YOU
WANT TO THE

BUT THE KING DID NOT GIVE M| A g
A CHANCE TO EXPLAN EITHER. : 3 e

| |/ ©ou SHALL BE
| PuT TO DEATH
FOR “OUR

o Rl 2

—




amar chitra katha

AS THE FARMER WAS BEING LED AWAY TO BE EXECUTELD.

A POISONOUS SNAKE!
PO “YYOU SEE IT,

ARE YOU REFERRING
TO THE ELDER ANANDA

SO THE FARMER WAS TAMEN TO THE KING ONCE |

AGAIN« [ Wiy pID You REPEAT

THE WORDS OF THE

TEACHER AND THE
ELDER ANANDA P

NOT A THIEF,
AND ...

My
¥y

%
r

25




THE WITNESS

eee THE
TEACHER AND
THE ELPER ANANDA
WILL BEAR ME

\
Y

—

é’% AU

THIS MAN HAS
NAMED BUDDHA
HMSELF AS HIS
WITNESS.

THE MING TOOK THE FARMER T0
BUDLDHA, .

SR, DID You
VISIT THIS MAN'S
FIELD IN THE
MORNING 7

WHAT DID YoU
SEE THERE 7P

| SAID: :
A POISONOUS

SNAKE. DO
©OU SEE IT,
ANANDA 7

WHEN
ou SAW 1T,
WHAT DID “YoU

26



r 'S0, WHAT THIS

FARMER SAYS
[ IS TRUEY

A SN

sifin
5%?‘ m "*"‘"““‘“‘“

--l'
BY

REPEATING
YOUR WORDS

HE HAS SAVED
HS LIFE... ¢

Aam 4.

L

e AND HE
HAS SAVED
ME T00... FROM
THE SIN OF
SHEDDING
AN IHHDCEHT‘E

THE TEACHER KNEW THAT THE
BAG CONTAINED GOLD AND THAT
SOONER OR LATER THE FARMER
WOULD FIND IT, AND gu
WOULD FIND HIME:ELF 6
N TROUBLE. A

THAT'S WHY
HE WENT TO HIS
FIELD IN THE
MORNING -

REVERED TEACHER

| AM GRATEFUL TO
“OU FOR SAVING THE
FARMER AND FOR
SAVING ME.

| LATER THE CULPRITS WERE FOUND
B AND SUITABLY PUNISHED .

e — 2 = —



THE THREE EDITIONS OF THE SUTRAS §

WHEN THE SUTRAS WERE ONLY AVAILABLE [N CHINESE ,TETSUGEN.,

A YOUNG JAPANESE ZEN DEVOTEE DECIDED TO PUBLISH THEM IN 77
5 4 e | WILL NEED A \
¥ GREAT DEAL OF MONEY
FOR THE WORK.| MUST
= TRAVEL AND COLLECT
= : , AS MUCH As |CAN.
4 DD .
/ 1
L
W

A

£

HE WANDERED FROM VILLAGE 10 VILLAGE ACEPT=| [17 700K Hift TEN vEARe
. N VEARS TO COLLECT
ING WHATEVER THE PEOPLE GAVE HIM. AMOUNT HE NEEDED FOR THE FEGJE?.E
AH !
NOW | CAN =
RETURN HOME & ﬁ"ﬂﬁ\
AND BEGIN 523 f
WORK. o g TR

L F ]

A B

| ON #is HOMEWARD TREK— NERINTACEE ~ WHAT THE RIVER UJI
:*:":'J}'I'r“!"“"ﬂf..' e - %'}%ﬁ; = _il:ﬁi CAUSED EVER SINCE sHE
X : : BN IS MISERY TOOK AWAY OUR CROPS
Mﬁ\\;ﬂ‘ 4? _ BROTHERZ AND DESTROYED OUR ||

— _ e S : : = \\"‘"—'
N S Nl B, “— \\
L) ) o o ;

HOMES, IT HAS BEEN
LIKE THIS.




amar chitra katha

TETSUGEN DIPFED His HAND INTO HIS SACK GO, BUY YOURSELF
AND — = SOME RICE.YOU MUST

NOT STARVE LIKE
TH
5 .
-h..\

HERE,BROTHER,
YOU COULD BUY SOME

AND SO, N ONE SINGLE DAY, TETSUGEN DISTRIEUTED THE
WEALTH THAT HE HAD TAKEN A WHOLE DECADE TO CQLJ'.ET

R s VY ﬁg ;{ﬁ"‘." : <
2.

)
=l}) g )

| MUsT
BEGIN ALL OVER )




TRE THAREE ELITIONS OF THE SUTRAS

AND ONCE AGAIN TETSUGEN
DISTRIBUTED THE AMOUNT.




amar chitra katha
BUT HE DID NOT GIVE UP His VENTURE. HE BEGAN COLLECTING MONEY AGAIN.

 ——

|

-
-

-

-

- -
-

=L

-
-

gt sy
\
} &
2\ W
411!
% n
2 —

[ ===1 \RRBN

o -'__--' H L F‘ A — . =) ..
) ‘..' o I;_dtl"" B ..
Y10 4 A A

witisal s ZZAM" " 5

AND TWENTY YEARS LATER HiS DREAM OF PRINTING THE
SUTRAS IN JAPANESE CHARACTERS CAME TRLUE.

THE WOODEN BLOCKS,MADE FOR THE PURPOSE,CAN BE SEEN TO THIS DAY IN THE OKAKU MONASTERY ¥

THESE ARE THE THIRD P ]
BLOCKS OF TETSUGENS WHAT DO You ‘ i
THIRD EDITION OF MEAN ? : - )

THE SUTRAS. /& - ' r' K

" A
LB |

-——

- &5
2,
TO THE JAPANESE, TETSUGENS ACTS,0F FREELY DISTRIBUTING TO THE NEEDY THE MONEY HE HAD SO LABOR

; -
5" 4
\
OUSLY COLLECTED,ARE IN THEMSELVES SUTRAS AND FAR SURFPASS THE LAST,HIS PRINTEDP WORK.




THE ALL-COMICS FORTNIGHTLY
LOVED BY CHILDREN! APPRECIATED
BY PARENTS! APPROVED BY TEACHERS!
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- Published by
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m ma 1Y MISKVLITIRLS T [=ee
NGNTU THE TMHAKIH i | ? c“'
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He pops his favourite Maha Lacto
mn his. rn-:rulh

: Munl,u I.nnl:!sarnurh:l 1o see if ¢ an\rﬂnn (1
watching, because he's got a little secrat. §

He runs after the ml:lrs
“who taok his cycle.

n exciting prizgg

Konica Eamara
Junior POP

Video Game.

Maha Lacto
School Bag.

Maha Lacto Eﬂps.o

‘The best Lacto in town,

CUNTRALT /25007082



MARCH TO THE STORE AND

GETTHE SEES ALy STICKER

THAT COMES FREE WITH TWO
BIG BABOL MONO-PACKS. . - 3"

View from the lefi: Did the egg come before? View from the right: Or was it the chicken?

Get a 3-D See-Sow sticker free with wo mono-packs of Big Babol. All you have to do is shake
your head lo the left, then to the right. And the image will change in front of your eyes. So do
the quick march to your nearest Big Babol dealer & buy two packs of Big Babol.

223309

SOFT NON STICKY BUBBLE GUM

MeCann/BO'817/08

%

Mono-packs withoul this offer alse available. Offer open in select Indian cities Hill stock lasis.
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