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This Chitra Katha is adapted from a Tamil book written by
an Iltalian priest, Fr. C. J. Beschi. The book is one of the earliest
prose works in the Tamil language.

Fr. Beschi, or Veeramamunivar as he was known, came to
India in the 17th century and settled down in Madurai. He
studied Sanskrit, Telugu and Tamil and became proficient in  all
three languages.

Besides Paramartha Guru he has several other books to his
craedit. He also wrote the first dictionary in Tamil and a treatise
on Tamil grammar.

Whatever might have been the intention of Fr. Beschi in
writing these tales, over the years they gained increasing
popularity in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, The

Guru is known by the name Paramananda in Andhra Pradesh
and as Gampa Guru in Karnataka. In Kannada several stories,

skits and essayvs have been written with the Gampa Guru as the

central character. In fact a distinct schooal of humour named
Gampa Sahitya has come into being in Kannada,
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THE FOOL’S DISCIPLES
R i | iy k_II!;I_I""'Ig.‘]'_}II.- .

ONE PARY, AS ME WRS
WALMING ALONG THE ROAL~

BLESS US, MAY GOP’S
O MAHATMA. A GRACE BE
WITH 40U,

4oL BLESSEP US
JUST ONCE THOLIGH
WE ARE FIVE, MAY
| ASK FOR WHOM
THE BLESSING

WAS P

_‘T
/-

ME, BUT | TOUCHEP
OF COLRSE ! HIS FEET

FIRST!

N

THE ONE, YOUR
HANP WAS RIGHT
ABOVE MY

FOR
F Co
N




FRIENPS! LET'

NOW; NOW,

QUARREL.,

S NOT

AH, THERE ! WHAT
PP | TELL YoU P
| WAS THE ONE.

WHO SAYS S0P
| AM THE GREATER

‘lil ER T f ELESSEF
THE MOST FOOLISH
AMONG 40U,

O HOLY ONE,
you TELL UsS.
WHO PIP 4ou
REALLY BLESS?P

A

T

FOOL.HE BLESSEV
ME |

WAIT. ALL
MEN ARE FOOLISH.
THEREFORE | HAVE
BLESSEP ALL
OF Hou.

.

0 MAHATMA, NEVER
HAVE WE HEARP
SUCH WORPS OF
WISPOM.

GREAT WORPS
CAN COME ONLY
FROM A GREAT

Y

WE WiILL
FOLLOW 40U ANDP
LISTEN TO 4OUR

WORFPS OF
WISPOM.,

e T T e




THUS, OVERNIGHT PARAMARTHA, THE SIMPLE TON, BECANE
BURL PRRAMARTHA, HE NAMEP HIS FIVE FOOLISH LISCIPLES,

MAPL), MADHAYR, MILECHR, MOOLHA AND PELES, AND
SINCE ALL GURUS ANP THEIR PISCIPLES LIVIE IN ASHIRAMS,

THE SIX OF THEM BULT ONE AND STARTEP LIVING NV /T, {1
< " A : ; b I"ﬂ e

ONE PRY, THE GLURL ANP HIS PISCIPLES SET
OUT FOR A TEMPLE IN A NEIGHEOURING
VL AGE, ON 7THE WRY —

WHAT IS LIFE P

. SIMPLE.,
Y~ N LIFE IS WHAT| | i

ol --__ ALL LIVING
THINGS |

— oH, GREAT
GURU, YOU EXPLAIN
THE MOST PIFFICULT
THINGS IN THE -
MOST SIMPLE

NOW, LOOK
AT THIS TREE.
ITS LEAVES MOVE,
L IT'S A LIVING
~ THING,

FORTUNATE TO BE
YOUR PISCIPLES,




LATER IN THE EVENING, THE GURY ANP
WIS LISCIRLES HAP TO CROSS A RIVER.

[ 15 THIS RIVER
A LIVING

THING P

i

OF COURSE, CAN’T]
you SEE IT
MOVING P

IT MOVES, EVER
SO LITTLE,BUT

IT MOVES.

WOULP IT BE

ANGRY IF WE
CROSSEP 4
IT?P

THEN J’LL GO ANP
SEE WHETHER IT’S

WE MUST CROSS IT

lI-f:

ONLY WHEN IT’S

‘‘‘‘
ar

I'LL PROP IT
WITH MYy




My
copP! IT’s
h  AWAKE !

ey

| HEY THERE{ THE
.  F \ RIVER IS VERY
)\ MUCH AWAKE e

.« AND IT I'M AFRAIP WELL
15 ANGRY. @ HAVE TO WAIT TILL
| =) IT'S ASLEEP, e R

5.":r'-..-., . ' | i
I"=.'.'.|r.|':F f At
i LY l_..- IO =

HEY ! “YoU THERE !
PON'T CROSS THE |
RIVER NOW !

WHILE GURL FARAMARTHA ANEL HIS
LISCIPLES WERE WAITING FOR THE
RIVER TO FALL ASLEER, A MAN
RICING A HORSE CAME ALONG.

IT IS
AWAKE ! IT IS
ANGRY 1




LOOK | THAT MAN 1S CROSSING
THE RIVER {
¥

. TO SLEEP.

MUST HAYE GONE
]

THEN THE RIVER YWY V 5

= ,
e |

LET’S NOT
TAKE ANY
CHANCES. I'LL
FING OUT IF IT
IS REALLY
ASLEEP,

" NOW IS THE TIME TO
CROSS IT. OCNE CAN

NEYER TELL WHEN
IT MARY WAKE UF

IT’S SAFE |
COME ON, LET’S
CROSS IT,
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MARLHATR STARTEL COUNTING .

HEY 1 ONE OF US

[LareR, N THE ORPPOSITE BANK—

! MADHAYA,

+« THREE,
PEPPA

IS MISSING !

ARE HERE

SEE IF ALL OF Us

AT LAST

Y F]'F,'H'El’ .
MAL | #ee




IT CAN'T
BE! LET ME
COUNT.

PARAMARTHA LIKE MAPHAYR, COUNTEL

EVERYONE EXCERPT MIMSELF. T

%

i
i LR
i,
TR
-
-

WHY ARE “od
|\ WAILING, MY FRIENPS?
WHAT’'S THE MATTER?

B

|

_—

WE WERE
51X, WE ARE
ONLY FVE

ALAS, MY PEAR
BOYS{ THE RIVER
HAS TAKEN ITS
ToLL. WE HAVE
LOST HIM, HE
WON'T COME

LS T

o % L "'.'--

_——

Y <ES, WE WERE SIX.
e s

ONE OF US,

THE RIVER CLAIMEF

L

N

FOOLS! BUT
3), / WAa|Tee+ | CAN

e

PROFIT B4 THEIR
FOOLISHNESS.

YoU ARE LLJC.'-{%\
My ERIENPS. | AM

A MAGICIAN. | CAN
BRING BACK YOUR
ERIEND, BUT WHAT

wILL 40U GIVE ME
N IN RETURN P :

P




FORTY PIECES OF
SILVER.,

Akl RIGHT.

CLOSE YOUR EYES
ANP STANP IN

NOW, THE MOMENT | HIT
EACH OF YOU, CALL OUT YOUR
NAME. ANP THE MISSING

FELLOW WILL APPEAR.
e
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"
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YoUu HAVE BROUGHT
BACK OUR FRIENP
PLEASE ACCEPT

THIS WITH OUR

THANKS.

LIFE WouLP
BE EASY

IF | MET
SLUCH FOOLS
EVERY PAY !

NOW LET’S
BE ON OUR wAY ¥
BEFORE THE SUN

THE GURL ANE HIS LISCIRPLES RESUMEP
THEIR JOURNEY. TOWARZPS Ih"ﬂﬂﬁ" - —:

HOW MUCH MORE

PO WE HAVE TO
WALK P WE ARE




| HAYE ALWAYS
WANTEP TO RIPE
A HORSE.

o] WE HAP A HORSE.\ .

1 1T wouLP MAKE |

=\ TRAVEL MUCH
> EASIER.

e =

. _ | WISH o

LOOK ! HORSES {
AND HORSES'
EGGS TOO!

WE MUST
GO ANP BUY
ONE.

BOY, WE MUST. WE
COULP GET A BABY
HORSE OUT OF
1T

THOSE MEN
SITTING THERE
MUST BE THE

OWNERS OF

THE EGGS.




F WE WANT TO BUY ONE
OF THOSE HORSES? 4
EGGS. o

&0 ANP o
ASK THEM THE S

WILL YOU SELL US ONE P
WE HAVE FIVE GOLP
COINS WITH US.

i ? - HOR SES’
7

S THESE EGGS ARE
S\ SPECIAL. THEHY
=\ ARE NOT FOR ,

EGGS P THESE
MEN MUST

WON’T

“OU SELL US I ;

JUST ONEP IT'S |Sagf
FOR OQUR N

THANK 40U Y \ HERE IS YOUR
S0 MUCH. MONEY,

FOR THE GURU, PIP
4oU SAY P ALL RIGHT. i
| SHALL LET 40U £ 7" 5a
HAVE ONE. ﬂ 5%




WEVE GOT THE

THAT WAs AN
EXCELLENT BARGAIN. }
NOW LET US REST /
FOR A WHILE., 4+

HATCH IT P
————al

EGG. BUT WHO WILL

7

s

% &

Y ONE OF US

N WILL HAVE
A TO PO IT,OF
B COURSE.,

EACH ONE OF THE LAZY [
DISCICLES HAL MHIS OWN
—

EXCUSE.
| HAVE NO TIME. I'M

_ ALWAYS BUSY WITH

THE

(2

PREPARATIONS FOR k&
THE POOJA. u‘

| ANP
e MAPDPI HAVE THE
&i)| GARPEN AND THE

GRCCERY TO
ATTENFE TG,

I AM BUSY

WHOLE

PAY COOKING

o« ANP | HAVE
TO ATTENDP TO

[ DON’T WORRY, MY

BOYS. | AM FILWH"?'E)
I\ FREE. | WILL HATCH

IF THE EGG IS
HATCHEP BY 4o,
O MAHATMA, A FINE
HORSE 1S SURE TO
COME OUT,

o)

)
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GLRL PRARAMARTHA ANE HIS
DISCIPLES TOOK LEAVE OF
THE ‘EGG ~SELLER

LUCK THAT WE SAW
THOSE EGG&S.

IT WAS A REAL PIECE OF

Z7UN

=

by

Bl Sk

IT?S ALL GOP’S WORK. |

HE KNEW HOW MUCH J
| LONGEP FOR |
A HORSE.

Ty =] )
Rl
A

O0OO0H !
HELP{ OW! THE

OH, NO 1 IT?S
BROKEN 1




[UsT THEN A FRIGHTENED
RABSIT RAN OUT OF [
ITS HOLE NEAR /
THE FALLEN
PLUMPKIN.

IT's THE BABY HORSE !
PON'T LET IT GET
AwA4

WHERE HAS IT GONEP WE MUST
EIND IT. WE'LL GO THIS WAY.
YoU GO THAT WAY, QUICK

IT'S NOT
HERE !

NOT HERE
EITHER, LET’S GO
BACK TO THE
OTHERS.

| THINK WE’VE LOST IT
AFTER ALL. WHAT
A SHAME!

.

¢ GURU, PLEASE PON’T
BE CROSS WITH US.

THE LITTLE HORSE
wWAS ToO QUICK
FOR LIS,

/[P

Y




MINP,; MY PEAN
BOYsS, IT'S ALL
FOR THE BEST.
YOU'VE JUST
SAVEP MY

/' you WOULD B
THROWN OFF H
GET Hll.r-EF'

—!:'|""~.-": -:-DF'

WE LOST THE

CAN YOU IMAGINE
WHAT WOULP HAPPEN
IF | HAP TO RIPE
THAT HORSEP

W Y <.
' THANK HIM WITH

(J ALL YOUR HEART

\ AND SOUL.

|

(S
v

N/ =/ |Ang THE GURY ANZ HIS -
=] |PiScIPLES CONTINUED
)l Z] |THEIR JOLRNEY.

¥

AS THE PARY GREW
WaRkMER —

PHEW !
I AM PYING
OF THIRST.

YOU SOME
WATER.

.

THE PISCIPLE RAN TO

A POND NEAR 8% TO
FETCH THE WATER.




MOOPHA MAPPI
MAPHAYA

IT MOVES !
IT'S A WILP BEAST!
IT’S SHAKING WITH
ANGER{EEEAH!

(|l WHAT’S THE
MATTEER P
WHAT IS 1T,

AN ANGRY
BEASTen THERE-"
IN THE F’GHP

’Q/L.r"

ALL OF THEM RUSHEDP
TO THE FONZ,

IT HAS
CALMEP POWN,
NOW, THANK
GoP 1.

IT IS |
FRIGHTENING !
LOOK, IT’S GOT

FOOLS!

A HORSE, 40U

RIGHT, IT'S
A HORSE!




| 5AY
WHY PON’T WE
TAKE THIS HORSE
TO OUR GURU?

JUST THEN A STRONG BREEZE RIPPLEP
THE WRTER: THE HORSE !

WATCH OUT!IT’S
crwwei
A~
==

IT'S
ANGRY Y [ eee
| THINK IT
HEARP US

b

THAT WAS
A NARROW

sl NO,WE MUST GET i
&5 THAT HORSE /&




IT’S ABSOLUTELY
STILL NOW.

SAME WE CAN'T
JUST GO ANP
GRAB !T. IT WILL
KNOW WHAT WE
ARE UP TOO.

WE MUST THINK
OF SOME OTHER
PLAN TO-:+

| HAVE IT!
LET!S CATCH IT
LIKE A FISH,

WE COLILP

BUT WE PON"
HAVE A FISHING
ROP,

USE OUR GURU’S
WALKING- STICK

A SICKLE
FOR THE HOOK!
BUT WHAT ABOUT
BAIT ?

SIMPLE,
WE HAVE OUR
FOOP PACKET.

My ! AREN’T WE CLEVER!
WHAT WILL OUR GURU

SAY WHEN HE HEARS
ABOUT ALL THIS !

LET’S
SURPRISE HIM
WITH THE HORSE
ANP THEN TELL
HIM HOW WE

CAUGHT IT. \ \-N-\u




| CAN’T

NOW LET’S

WHEN THE STRANGE FISMHING=TACKLE WAS REALY—
WAIT TO Y NOT WASTE TIME. |
SEE HIS LET’s GET © g i &
FACEY WORK . rr" SsH! ‘*-.\
. NOT A SOUNP )
\. NOW, ./

FBHIPLL L
7 5AY “PULL” WHEN
I : THE HORSE TAKES
A J_I

A _ ‘

AS LUCK WOULDP HARVE /T, THE ENP OF THE

SICALE GOT ENTANGLEP IN A BUNCH OF
THE BAIT. ALL OF WEEPFS.

“oU MUST THEN/

A

COME

£ [ ON! HARPER!
HARPER!




THEY PULLEDP SO HARE THAT TH.
SICKLE CAME LOOSE ANC —

J

it
fﬁf/flnxﬁ‘-ﬁ

THEY TOLP THE STRANGER ALL
ABOUT THEIR *FISHING EXPEPITION'Y

YOU POOR FELLOWS!
WHAT 40U SAW WAS
ONLY A SHAPOW {
wAalT !

IT’S GONE! THE
CLOTH MUST HAVE
FRIGHTENEP IT.

| HAYE NEVER
SEEN SUCH
SIMPLETONS !

¥ WHAT A SHHME!\
WE WANTEP IT FOR
OUR LEARNEP GURL.
WE WANTEP TO
SURPRISE HIM

W




I HAVE AN OLP HORSE TO | |GURE FPARAMARTHA ANEC HIS LISCIPLES
SPARE=+-- YOU CAN COME | |WENT WITH THE STRANGER*+*
AN TAKE IT IF 40U - .

WANT. /< Lok

OHy THANK 4OU,
THANK 4ou, siR, I’LL
FETCH QUR GURU.

WHAT A FINE,
NOBLE ANIMALS

WILL 90U HELP
ME MOUNT

«0e TO HIS HOUSE, |
HERE! HE’S \

ALL ﬁ'nuﬁs ._ ﬂ"i:.l 1 &
o S e
P e X <IN | \2 AT
HTCE {j Y. h&gﬁﬁj '?,-_ -

— = | i

SOME TIME LATER —

o THE TEMPLE § WE'VE
REACHEP THE
TEMPLE!




A FEW PRY'S LATER, GURY PARAMARTHA
BMD S DISCIPLES WERE LISCLSSING
A MARTTER OF GREAT MPORTANCE.

| WE CAN'T SIT HERE AND

WE HAVE
HARPLY ANY
~UNPS LEFT.

’ ARE VERY MISERLY, \ il
THEY BRING US NEITHER | >
GIFTS NOR MONEWY.»

LI

WAIT FOR THEM TO COME
ANP PONRTE GIFTS.WE
MUST GO TO

AS YoU
COMMAND,

O CUurRLU.

SO NEXT MORNNG, GURL FPARAMARTHA
AND HIS CISCIPLES SET OUT
ON A FUNC-RAISING TOUR,

"'.I &

ON THE WAY, THE GURLS TURBAN
SLIPPEL FROM HIS HEALP ANP
FELL,

WHAT : RAETER A LITTLE WHILE—
A NUISANC
- IS SURE TO WHERE 15 MY 2 A IT MUST BE
PICK IT UP TURBAN P EAR BEHIND




=
hl

TO PICK IT UP P

oQoLS ! PIPN'T You
AVE THE SENSE

)

FORGIVE
Us, GURU, I'LL
RUN BACK
ANP PICK
IT UR,

THEN GO. ANP IN

FUTURE PICK UP
ANYTHING THAT’S
PROPPED ON THE
WAy aNP GIVE
JT TOME,

THE TURBAN WAS _ _ .
THE GURL AND THE GROUP WALKEP OV, [

SOON RESTOREL TO |

*M\rﬁfdw

AFTER THEY HAD COVERED SOME
PISTANCE, THE GURLS HORSE
PROFPFED SOME PUNG, ——

e

GOP HELP ME |
NOW ISN’T THIS
THE LIMIT Y

THE
HORSE PROPFEPD
THIS ON THE




YOU ASKEP US TO PICK UP
WHATEVER WAS PROPPED
ANP | OBEYEP 4“OU,

IF WE PON’T PICK
UP WHAT IS PROPFED, \
OUR GURU IS CROSS, IF
WE PO, HE'S CROSS. I'M
UTTERLY CONFUSEPR,
HOW ARE WE TO
SERVE HIM?P _

FPON’T WORRY. YOU'LL LEARN B
EXPERIENCE ANP | AM ALWAYS
THERE TO GUIPE «olu,

pseunps IE 40U GIVE US

A LIST OF ALL THE THINGS

UR, WE COULP SERVE
“OU BETTER.

GURL PARAMARTHA MALE THE L/ST
ANE GRVE IT TO HIS L/SCIPLES.

SEE THAT 40U FOLLOW
IT STRICTLY, GO BY
THE RULE. ALWAYS,

/ "\lE'Ir ER BREAK

PON'T WORRY
GURU, RULES ARE
RULES aNP WE WILL

AS THEY WENT FURTHER RLONG THE

Eau&ul

ROARL, THE HORSE STUMSBLEL.

MAPPI, MOOPHA, PEPDA
HOLP ME! HOLP ME,
SOMEONE




WHAT ARE You
GAPING AT P
LIFT ME OUT {
QUICK |

L

1)

’Jr‘q_:t‘ 4 ?,'l, ' ‘{

-

WE MUST
NEVER REPEAT
MISTAKES, LET’S
CHECK THE LIST
AND SEE IF HIS
2 NAME IS IN IT,

aﬂfil
Lﬂ u‘ .‘
. “ vz L P‘ "-' b 'l'.
15 L # b

— -

gl i L
k]
&
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g
o iy .ldrll'
. el Pt S T
= bk ; "r

YOUR NAME

WAIT: LET ME SEE—
TURBAN; SANPALS,

STICK: e+ P%ING.

ME OUT. | AM

IS NOT IN THE

THREOW AwaY
THAT LIST ANP
NELP ME OUT.

HOU CAN’T
MEAN IT! WE KNOW
4OU ARE ONLY
TESTING US.

ME. PULL ME

HAVE PITY ON

BELOVEPR
GURU, WE ARE
SORRY BUT
RULES ARE
RULES.




40U, OUR GURU,
HAVE SET THEM.
WILL GOP EVER

FORGIVE US IF WE /
BREAK THEM P

o WHAT
IS THE WAY

OUT OF THIS

) CRISIS P WHO
CAN HELP

| CAN, GIVE ME
. THAT LIST,

A

WITH GREAT LPIFFICULTY
GLRU PARAMAR THA SOMEHOW
MANAGEL TO APP HIS OWN
NAIME TO 7THE L/ST. ™

HERE TAKE
THIS ANP PULL ME
OUT FOR GOP’'s

<\ TRULY WISE!

-

IT’S MARVELLOUS HOW HE
FINPS A SOLUTION TO THE
MOST PIFFICULT
PROBLEMS.

ALWAYS AT
YOUR SERVICE,
O GURU.

.ft’f‘ STOP
S APMIRING ME
o ANP PULL




THAT BRAHMANA'S
PREPICTION YEARS AGQ e«
THAT M4 ENP WOULP BE
BROUGHT ABOUT B4

p—

AH YT ALL COMES
BACK TO ME
Now ! &=

.li.'. L

_________

e

YN (745 piscirLes cBEYEL HM ANP GAVE
N |HmM NEITHER FOOP NOR WATER TILL
ONE PRY HE COLLAPSEL.

V| THINK THE RN HE S ONE
ENP HAS atcdd] WITH GOP
'-_‘. NDWI

LEAVE ME ALONE,

PEAR BOYS. | MUST
A WAIT FOR MY
D ENP

=

|

7 HusH{ FRIENPS!
THIS |S NOT THE TIME TO \
CRY, ARRANGEMENTS HAVE
To BE MAPE FOR THE
LAST RITES.

BOO - HOO-HOO!
OUR GURU HAS
LEFT usf
WE ARE
ORPHANEP!




THERE’S \,/ THE GREAT
A LOT TO BE | MAHATMA MUST
HAVE A GRAND
FUNERAL.

SOLEMNLY THEY CARRIEL THE |gf

BOPY TO THE CREMATORY »+-

-

v ANDP PLACERP IT ON THE

CHANTING AHYMNS.

PYRE. THEN THEY BEGAN Shan s AS THEIR VOICES GREW

A SPIRIT
HAS POSSESSED
HIS CORPSE!

LOLICER ANP LOLLER —

WATER! \/ HE MOVES.
(| |\ GIVE ME AHE IS NOT
( WATER., PEAPY

“OUR SERVICE,

ALWAYS AT




A MIRACLE( THE
PEAD SAINT HAS
COME ALIVE,

HE IS TRULY
HMHHHTMH!

SUCH MEN ARE BORN
8  ONLY ONCE IN MANY
@y, GENERATIONS.

CURU PARAMARTHA WAS TRAEN BRACK TO THE
ASHRAM WITH POMPL aaL CEREMONY,

e LoNs LIVE GURL PARAMARTHA ¢
o LONG LIVE THE MAHATMA ¢

ANP GURY FPARAMABRTHA ANEL

HIS LOYAL BISC/PLES LiVEp

IN PEACE ANC PROSFERITY
FOR A LONG TIME TO COME.
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WhenYyou turn ten
turnto
Bank of Baroda

Bank of. Baroda has a
surprise for those over 10.
You can operate

your very own

Minors® Savings Account.

A Minors’ Savings Account
can be opened at any age,
with just Rs. 5.

And when you turn 10,

you can deposit and
withdraw money on your own.
Doesn’t the idea sound

great to you?
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At Bank of Baroda we know growing upis a special time.



