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VWhen you buy a
Chitra Katha

make sure 1t .18

The Legend of
LALITADITYA

Of all the kingdoms in ancient India, Kashmir
alone has the unique advantage of possessing a
a written history from very early times. This
Sanskrit work in verse called RAJATARAN-
GINI (RIVER OF KINGS) was written by
Kalhana in the 12th century. Our Chitra Katha
on Lalitaditya is based on Kalhana's records.
Lalitaditya ruled over Kashmir from A.D. 724
to 760. During his reign the kingdom of
Kashmir became the most powerful empire in
India. If Lalitaditya had not ascended the throne
of Kashmir in the 8th century, India probably
would have been owverrun by alien marauders
much earlier.

Very little is known about his end. After he left
Kashmir all links with him were severed. Accord-
ing to the speculations recordedin RAJATA-
RANGINI, however, Lalitaditya either froze to
death in Afghanistan or ascended a burning pyre
to protect his honour in a moment of crisis or
entered the land of the Gods.

OUR NEXT RELEASE ON

August 15, 19856

Mahabharata-b
ENTER KARNA

Over 3 30 titles
now on sale
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BROKE UFP INTC MINOR FPRINCIPALITIES WHMICH

Kyl 3 T T vl
LALITADIPYA (| vec o a7 wis i o snomes.

.. WHILE IN TIBET THE BHAUTTS* | soes=mrl | pND ON THE WESTERN FRONT, THE
WERE TRAINING FOR INVASION... =1 | ARAB MARALUDERS WERE PLANNING FOR
== T M MHUNDER.

=t - - R —
4 GOLP AND RICHES .- BUT FOR ONE MAN —LALITADITYA
AWAIT US IN HINDUSTAN. ; THE RULER OF KASHMIR . LALITADITYA
THEY ARE QURS .FOR HAD IN HIS MINISTER, MITRA SHARMA,
THE TAKING. 'éﬂ; A WISE AND ALERT APVISER.
OM TO : i -

MAHARAJ, MUMMUNI
THE ARAB 1S ABOUT
TO ENTER KANGRA.

HINDUSTAN! (=

. e /
P it = T r_' T '5_ £l "\. Jl '
MUMMUNI, THE MOST ADVENTUROUS | Yoo i
AND CRAFTY OF THEM, WOULD HAVE
HAD HIS GOLD AND RICHES... e

!i% TIBETANS



ANE THERE 1S NO

SlGMN OF THE HELP
THAT WAS TO
COME FROM

CHINA. THEN, WE

SHALL DEPEND
OM OUR OWN
STRENGTH AND
COURAGE —MEITHER
OF WHICH WE

!.

amar chitra katha

JUST THEN A MESSENGER
ARRIVED .

MAHARAJ, MUMMUNI
HAS SENT ONE DIVISION
OF HIS AEMY TO
KANYARUBJA™ AND 15
MARCHING TOWARDS

QUR CiTY WITH THE
OTHER.

E’?’ﬁoap, THAT WILL MAKE

OUR TASK EARSIER. WE

SHALL ATTACK HIM AND
MAKE SURE HE THINKS
TWICE BEFORE SETTING J

FOOT ON OUR S0IL

# KANAUJ




LALITADITYA
THE VALIANT KASHMIRI SOLDIERS ROUTED | _},/S e
E UPERS IN NO TIME. g ] =
THE MARA .o GLORY TO ;ﬁﬂ
LR T RAJA o =¥ -
3 : LALITADITYA! 3 —
-.'ﬁ - gf SL\ :—-:-'5'—’_._;_ " ’
.-": - - _-_-_._-_-_-‘._-‘.—’___-.
= = : 5 '
- e v
.!-.i.." ! =
7O COMMEMORATE HIS VICTORY, | THERE 1S NO CITY
LALITADITYA BLILT MANY CITIES; IN THE LAND AS
BUT THE ONE HE WAS PROUDEST MAGNIFICENT
OF WAS PARIHASAPUEA. AS THIS ONE. : =
bk : u__::fm‘!"-. r‘.—-‘j{‘}
.}ﬁ S S = e
i e sl ooy ¥ - | ;
- ‘ ——— T
| B b \Q . i il
£ 5, e L J
--' Il.\ \'-. ot e : .E £
| - - :
V' MAHARAY, HAVE You X NO, NAGARSETH.
SEEM PRAVARAPURA, | BUT | SHALL
THE CITY BUILT BY MNOW . o
; YOUR "WINE
IS EACELLENT,

YOUR ANCESTOR,
PRAVARASENA 2

NAGARSETH. A |

7 FPRAVARA- ool
PURA SERVES TESa
THE BEST ey
WINE IN THE
LAND, MAHA-

™ | NAGARSETH OF PRAVARA-
| |PURA WAS A NOBLE IN
| | THE COURT OF LALITA-
e Pk B |
% THE CHIEF OF THE MERCHANTS® GUILD

L L
20
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..-EVEN POETS SAY
THERE |S NO CITY ON
EARTH LIKE
PRAVARAPURA .

B FILL IT TO THE BRIM.YES, PRAVARA- |
eeees FPLURA 1S9 A FINE CITY ,INDEEDR. BUT Eaee————
. |7 CANNOT COMPARE WITH MY
PARIHASAPURA.

I

BUT
MAHARAY...

|||||||||||

GENERAL ! BURN OH GODP ! WHAT WELL ...
POWN THIS CITY ! NOW, MITRA PIDN'T You
REDPUCE 1T TO SHARMA HEAR THE
ASHES BEFORE KING'S

CITY wWILL HAVE

e COMMAND 2 THE
L

\ TO BURN.

4




LALITADITYA

WAIT, GENERAL.
@GO BACK TO YOUR
REVELRY. | WILL
SUPERVISE THE
OPERATIONS.

COME ON! \
WE HAVE WORK
TO PO. THIS CITY
MUST BE BURNT
TO ASHES BEFORE
DAWN.

THE GENERAL WAS DPELIGHTEL AND
M|TRA SHARMA TOOK CHARGE . SOON —

e / )
. £ f" )
r”- iy -
4 é e
THING THAT MET A

‘ALITARDITYA'S EYE

WAS SMOKE RISING
INTQ THE SKY AND
THE FIRST THING HE

REMEMBERED WAS
HIS ORPER.,
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f./-

HE SENT AT ONCE FOR MITRA
SHARMA .

WAS... WAS THE

ORDER | ISSUEDP e e
LAST NIGHT e
CARRIED OUT ¢ ! ‘%:a i MAHARAY .

=Rl il L [

|= | SUPERVISEDP THE OPERA-

TIONS MYSELF, TO MAKE
SURE THAT NOTHING
WENT WRONG,

| ONLY KNOW THAT

THE KING'S ORPERS
MUusT BE OBEYED.

NO ! NOT WHEN
WINE HAS

DEPRIVED HIM |
OF HIS SENSES,|

| WAS NOT MYSELF...

IT WAS THE WINE ...
You SHOULD HAVE
KNOWN BETTER,
MITRA SHARMA ...

e



LALITADITYA

IS THIS
A DECREE,
MAHARAYJ ¢

BUT, OF WHAT
USE 1S ANY PECREE
NOW £ IT CANNOT
UNMDPCG WHAT HAS
BEEM DONE.

MAHARAY,
PLEASE
LOOK OUT OF

N THIS
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e {’ MITRA SHARMA,

:\._'I' BUT“-. BHT"“'
| SAW THE

. | You HAVE sAvED
. FLAMES. .

THE CITY —AND
MY HONOLIR Y

WHAT YOou
SAW WERE ONLY
HAYSTACKS IN
FLAMES,

MAHARAJ.

’

i

==

| Bl MITRA SHARMA, ALL CELEBRA-
*::g fgﬂgf:a PfEE EHFH 58 : TIONS MUST CEASE NOW. IF
953 “I“Iﬂ'I A KSHATRIYA'S SWORD REMAINS

(k! 9 g f o, YNUSED FOR LONG, IT GATHERS
o] i 1 [ = RUST, =

U s lI T e S . l"ﬂ’ s % : "._ 7 .

e {143 I
lﬂl 4] 7 !

-----------

AND WE cAN'T
{ AFFORD THAT.
MUMMUN] MIGHT
HAVE BEARTEN A

HASTY RETREAT.
BUT HE WILL
RETURN.

.- A PREAM OF
COMQUERING
THE WORLD!

BEFORE HE
POES, | MUST
FULFIL A PREAM
DF MIHE#!*




LALITADITYA'S DIGVIIAYA *BEGAN
WITH THE BUBJECTION OF THE HILL
TRIBES OF KASHMIR LIKE THE
PARADS , THE KAMBHOJAS |
AND THE TUKHARAS. :

o M B R A

y L G '._ 4 !
i %. } : .; #r-' o

T

LALITADITYA

IN THE LAND OF THE TUKNARAS OR TURKS,
LALITADITYA cAME REROSS AN EXTREMELY
INTELLIGENT TURK BUDDHIST NAMED
CHANKUN . T '

&

—

IT WOULD
BE AN HONOUR
TO SERVE A
MOMNARCH
LIKE YOU.

WILL YOu

BECOME ONE
OF MY

MINISTERS,

CHANKUN?

AFTER THIS CAMERIGN
LALITARITYS TURNELD HIS
ATTENTION TOWARDS
THE KINGS OF THE PLAING,
OF WHOM YASHOVARMAN,
THE KING OF KANYAKUBYA,
WAS THE MOST POWERFUL.

OUR ARMIES ARE WELL
MATCHED, MITRA SHARMA.
WE HAVE THE UPPER
HAND, NO POUBT. BUT THE
SOLPIERS OF KANYAKUBJA
ARE NO MEAN
WARRIORS.

ISN’T IT A

HAVE TO BE
SLAIN 2

.- iy

* CONQUEST OF THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE

PITY THAT THEY

=)
i

¥

THAT LIES IN
OUR HAMDS.AS
| PECLARED WAR

50 SHALL | cALL
FOR FEACE.

Wy

g

WORLD



S -\.W
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A MESSENGER CARRIED LALITA-
DITYA'S PEACE PROPOSALS TO
THE OPPOSITE CAMP.

EMPERORE LALITADITYA
URGES YOoU To SIGN A
TREATY OF PEACE AMND
FRIENDSHIP TO PUT
AN ENP TO THIS

..!\‘-THTDH BLOODSHED.

B 4OuU WILL
HEAR
FROM US
{ ?_:I TOMORREOW.

. THE WILL TO FIGHT-

YASHOVARMAN TURNED

TC HIS

LATER , WHEN YASHOVARMAN cONFERRELD

WITH His GENERAL —

Y LALITADITYA HAS A
POWERFUL ARMY, NO
POUBT. BUT HE LACKS

THAT MAY BE
TRUE , MAHARA.
BUT OUR ARMY
MAY NOT BE
| ABLE TO HOLD
8\  ouT MuUcH
LONGER.

MINISTER . e —

LET US SIGN
THE TRERTY ,
MAHARAY. | WILL

DRAFT IT T0 OUR

ADVANTAGE.

WHAT PO
You .
SUGGEST?

10




LALITADITYA

THE NEXT DAY —

| BEG YOUR PARDON,

MIMISTER . SHOULDN'T IT
READ : BETWEEN MAHA
LALITADITYA AND MAMNARAJA

YASHOVARMAN ... QUR
!l EMPEROR BEING THE MORE

»«» THIS BEING THE
TREATY OF PERCE
CONCLUDED BETWEEN
MAHARAJA YASHOVARMA

|
|

AND MAHARAJA =" & B POWERFUL OF THE TWO ¢
LALITADITYA... B -
oo B |'I o

5

-\.'_J'E:.::- z +
S '
& ¢
p—— >

THE REQUEST FORE A
TREATY CAME FROM
HiM. HE CANNOT HAVE

PRECEDPENCE.

OUR PROPOSAL STANDS
WITHDRAWN. LET THE
BATTLE CONTINUE
AND LET IT BE
FOUGHT TO THE

THEN, | MUST
HAVE A WORD
b WITH THE

\ EMPEROR

| BEFORE WE

PROCEED
ANY
FURTHER.




- TR
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YASHOVARMAN WAS DEFEATED AND F* I
TAKEN CAPTIVE. ] /|

SEE WHERE YOUR CRAFTIMESS HAS LED
vOU , YASHOVARMAN. YOuU, WHO WERE

OMCE SERVED BY THE ILLUSTRIOUS |

\ POETS BHAVABHUTI AND VAKPATI, MUST
A NOW SING EMPEROR LALITARITYA'S
e PRAISES LIKE A

F[ LR
I :

OUR EMPEROR

: MOW BECOMES THE
: OVERLORD OF ALL
THE KINGS WHO
ACCEPTED
YASHOVARMAN'S
SUZERAINTY.

>
e
TRUE. T
BUuT ARE ==
THEY
AWARE
OF IT2

CHAMKUN 15 RIGHT.
THEY MAY CONSIPER
THEMEELYES

BENGAL WAS OVERRUN WITHOUT A FIGHT.
AFTER CONQUERING: KALINGA™ AND ANNEXING
ALl THE TERRITORY A5 FAR AsS THE

INDEPENDENT NOW.

WE MUST MARCH
OUT AND ESTABLISH
OUR AUTHORITY.

=ORISSA

EASTERN SEA ... [




LALITADITYA

s

. Ty
.. LALITADITYA TURNED S0UTH-WEST LEAVE IT
‘WHERE QUEEN RATTA OF KARNATA* TO ME,
SURRENDPERED WITHOUWT COFFERING ANY PRESENCE HERE MAHARAJ.
RESISTANCE . p— = ; MERITS A | SHALL
E==IIF | AM GRATEFUL TO YOU, o==3 BEGIN WORK
[ GRACIOUS QUEEN.BY YOUR T ON IT AT

ACT, YOU HAVE PREVENTED =
UMNECESSARY LOSS OF ‘“, .
1R Semms

g Feictaki,

(e

W A

N

!

ot

s
)

]

yil
ji

A TEMPLE IN

CHANKUN CcHOSE TO BUILED A TEMPLE —
RARE DEVICE.

BN

iy

THE IPOL LIES IN
M -AIR11T'S

WHICH HE EMPLOYED A it
IT 15 NO MIRACLE, st
-/ QUEEN RATTA. THE gl
A MIRACLE! A PULL OF TWO POWER- e f
4l FUL MAGMETS, ONE E ik
IN THE ROOF AND =

THE OTHER 1IN THE
FLOOR , KEEP THE
\)\ 1POL SUSPENDED
N IN MID -AIR.

-

i

THE 1DOL
REPRESENTS
LORD NARASIMHA
KILLING THE ASURA
HIRANYAKASHIPU...

NEITHER ON THE
EARTH NOR IN THE
SKY — MARVELLOUS!

e;?;u' I

* KARNATAKA

13
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FROM KARNATA, LALITADITYA TURNED NORTHWARDS.
ON. THE HOMEWARD MARCH HE ANNEXED THE
KINGDOMS OF THE KONKAN AND DWARKA ON THE

WESTERN COAST.

L]
A
L

.Lrj!.'{ ] L‘l..lr AL

A TEDIOLUS MARCH FURTHER
NORTHWARDS BROUGHT LALITA -
PITYA's FORCES TO THE BORPERS

THE STRONGHOLD OF
THE PESERT CHIEF LIES
STRAIGHT AHEAD. BUT
THIS PESERT 1S

OF THE GREAT DPESERT. I

PEADPLY .

WE WILL HAVE
TO SKIRT IT TO
REACH HIS BASE
ON THE OTHER

SIDE.

o

\

————— }
i

=1

THAT WILL TAKE US OVER A Y
HUNDRED DAYS.THERE IS A
SHORT, SAFE, ROUTE RIGHT
THROUGH THE DESERT, BUT IT
1S NOT KNOWN TO ME.

il |/ WE WILL LEAVE OUR
ELEPHANTS BEHIND.
WATER 15 SCARCE EVEMN
ALOMG THE LONG ROUTE.

—

" WE HAVE AN ARPUOUS

JOURNEY AHERD OF US.
WATER THE ANIMALS
AMD LET THE SOLDIERS -
TAKE SOME REST.

YES,
MAHARAY.




THE CAMFP WAHS PITCHED AND THE
ATTENDCANTS WATERED THE
MHORSES ANLD ELEFPHANTS .

ity 5

LALITADITYA

WHO 1S THAT
STAGGERING OUT
OF THE DESERT®

SOLDPIERS
ARE YOu 2

ME TO HIM
IMMEDIATELY.
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THE MINISTER OF THE
PESERT CHIEF.

WHY ARE
4OU HERE 2
AND N THIS
CONDITION 2

i gm DHARMAFPRIYA,

i

| ADVISED
MY KING TO
SURRENPER
TO 40U, IN HIS

INTEREST.

i R iy i

{ 5O HE LABELLED ME A
TRAITOR,, MUTILATED

INTO THE PESERT TO
PIE A POG'S DPEATH

ME AMND HAD ME THROWM

THE THIRST FOR

REVENGE KEPT ME

ALIVE . WITH MYy
HELP YOu CAM
PEFEAT HIM WITH
EASE.

THERE 19 A LITTLE

KNOWMN ROUTE

THROUGH THE DESERT. :
WITH MY GUIPANCE =
You CAM TAKE THE

ENEMY BY SURPRISE %

IN FIFTEEM DAYS. fJ P

e g

16

LET mY
PHYSICIANS
SEE 70 YOUR
WOUNDS.

r}




LALITADITYA

- I.::--:!:.
' |: i Ir‘/',% .
1 :
5H§gé.é:=PTwE M F:y HE 15 R
, ! STRANGER,
PHARMAPRIYA'S Y ’ | WOULD :E
OFFER :
CHANKUM. A 1 o
: ) E\ MAHARAY.
= | y e ;
= \ @ _
| |

HE L T

THAT WAS -"il".d'. f.ﬁ.{.-* THEIT'J"H NEEDED.

HE 1S OUT FOR REVENGE .| THINK
WE CAN TRUST HIM, MAHARAY.
\ BESIDES OUR SOLDIERS ARE

GETTING RESTLESS.THE SOONER
WE FINISH OUR CAMPAIGH
AND RETURMN HOME THE

ALL RIGHT, wE
MARCH THROUWGH THE
PESERT wiTH

DHHRMHFRI‘:‘H KEEPIMG
A CLOSE WHT::I'I
ON HIM.

DPHARMAPRIYA LED LALITADITYA'S
ARMY INTO THE DESERT. :

VT 72 .
# — -
Lﬁﬂ‘-lm#ﬂ'hu;m Lk __

15,
rad -

e
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ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY — M_,..-_ S e

WE HAVE RUMN OUT OF
WATER. BUT, THE END
OF THE DESERT IS
NOWHERE M
SIGHT. ;

PO YOU MEAM THE
REALM OF MY
CHIEF OR THE
REALM OF
YAMA ©

PHARMAPRIYA, FIFTEEN
DPAYS HRAVE GOME BY. HOW
FAR 15 IT FROM HERE 2

L

T

I WILL NG, YOU - WILL
KiLL THE NOT. | APMIRE
DPECEIVEE., HIS LOYALTY

TO HIS CHIEF.

Fr a f Al

h I .-'-'-'#"""-. L
; Hi S J) - 0

I
: P O COMQUEROR,

; , OF THE WORLD,
' =7 | MUTILATED MYSELF To ¥

; TRICK YOU.UNTO ENTERING
THE JAWS OF PEATH.] AM T
LOVED BY MY MASTER AMD
| AM WILLING TO LAY
DOWMN MM LIFE TO SAVE
HIS. BUT WHO WILL
SAVE YOU,0 EMPEROR
OF THE WORLPD?2

| AM INVINCIBLE .
1T 1S YOU WHO
wiLL BE WITHOUT
A SAVIOUR FOR
ALL YOUR
LOYALTY.

P




IN THE NEXT FEW DRYS THE SCORCHING
HEAT OF THE DESERT STARTED TAKING
TS TOLL: T Fta

LALITADITYA

WATER ...
WATER...

OH GOD, WE WILL
ALL PERISH HERE.

Sy
il . oy S B
e
¥ - .

&

PON'T LOSE
COURAGE , MY MEN.
IF WE HAVE TO

PIE, WE WILL DIE
MARCHIMNG.

CAUGHT LALITADITYA'S ATTENTION.

GOADED BY LALITADITYA, HiIS ARMY TRUDSED ON.
L THEN , AT THE FOOT OF A SAND DUNE,SOMETHING

PRIED BLADES
OF GRASS | HERE
IN THE DESERT?Z

ALL THE FORCE HE COULD MUSTER.

LALITADITYA HURLED A SPEAR INTO THE GROUND WITH
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A FEW PARTICLES OF SAND WERE STUCK
TO THE BLADE OF THE SPEAR .

NOT STICK UNLESS
IT 1S DAMP.

"/ DIG UP THE
GROUND AT | =
A\ THIS SPOT. /

QO WATER!
EWEET
WATER |




LALITADITYA

G ! | CAN'T BELIEVE IT.
MY LOYAL
ENEMY. 8 \| No onE EVER FOUND
WATER IN THIS
DESERT.IT IS A
MIRACLE.

-

HAVING SLAKED THEIR THIRST, LALITADITYR'S
IT 1S HOT SOLOIERS MARCHED OUT OF THE DESERT WITH

A MIRACLE. RENEWED VIGOLUR . |
IT IS ONLY -

A QUESTION
OF KEEPING
YOUR WITS
ABOUT You.

5/_/

DESERT ALIVE, THE CHIEF MEEKLY SLAVE SHALL USE

SURRENDERED HIMSELF. e HIS SWORD IN THE
- SERVICE OF THE

EMPEROR RALOMNE.

] STUNNED TO SEE THEM COME THROUGH THE | THE EMPEROR 'S

......
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B A

THE CAMPAIGN HAD BEEN A LONG
ONE AND HIS MEN WERE WEARY, BUT |{H5
HOW-OM 10 LALITADITYA WAS RELENTLESS.
PANCHANADA? =
T

g‘r\/‘\,\j"‘\- Rt '_1 i 13 -
S N7 A

HE SPURRELD THEM ON TILL THEY cAME ToO

BUT LALITADITYA HAD NO INTENTION OF
LETTING A MERE RIVER cOME BETWEEN

QENEL: MAHARAJ, THE RIVER IS TOO
2 DEEP. WE CANNOT CROSS IT
WITHOUT BOATS. WE WILL
HAVE TO ABANDOM
THIS CONQUEST.

HiM AND THE SUCCESSFLL
COMPLETION OF HIS
DIGVILAYA .

PANCHAMAPA HAS
TO BE TAKEM.IT LIES

TO0O CLOSE TO OUR
BORDPERS TO BE
IGNORED.

BUT HOW ARE
WE TO CROSS

CHANKUN RECONNOITRED THE RIVER. A FEW
MILES UPSTREAM

A

THE RIVER 2

O
#* PUMJAB

/ LOOK | LOOK AT THOSE

5 o

RIPPLES ! THE RIVER
MUsST BE SHALLOW
HERE.

A=

AVaikivy.: -

7 T T b, O
: VAR ']1?~'. i

ma"

s 0t
s I

S




LALITADITYA

S R —

AFTER CAREFULLY TESTING —e, - -
___..-I—l;______d_--"""'

THE NARROW SHALLOW STRETCH,
CHANKUN LED THE ARMY 3 e = R

ACROSS THE RIVER. | _///
- -'_'-F'-- S

] WAS RIGHT.

THE ARMY CAN
CROS5S AT THIS

TAKEN BY SURPRISE, THE RAJS OFFERED NO
RESISTANCE WHATSOEVER. | :

e

¥
ﬁh'—. 2

=T SRR e Sy Tt e

THOSE FARMERS
LOCK ILL-FED,
CHAMNKUN .

HAVING FULFILLED HIS DREAM
WITH THE MINIMUM OF BLOODSHED,

LALITADITYA RETURNED TO _
KASHMIR . BUT IN S
KASHMIR —
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TO THE CITY TO

WORK AS LABOURERS,
MAHARAL. THE RAINS
FAILED AND OUR
CROPS PERISHED
FOR WANT OF

WHERE ARE
You GOING T

=

wHY DON'T THE
EARMERS IRRIGATE
THEIR FIELDS WITH THE
WATERS OF OUR RIVERS-
A\ THEY NEVER GO DRY.

BUT THE
FIELDS LIE ON
A HIGHER
LEVEL,
MAHARAJ .

i cAN'T THE WATER
{ BE TAKEN UP TO
% THE FIELDS?

THERE ARE
DEVICES FOR
THAT, MAHA RAJ.
| HAVE SEEN
THEM IN OTHER
LANDS. BUT..

BUT NOT OF THE

STATE, SURELY ! LET
MONEY FROM THE
STATE COFFERS BE
USED FOR THE

... THEY ARE
FAR BEYOMD
THE MEANS
OF CUR

FARMERS.

THE DEWCES CHANKUN HALD IN MINDG WERE
ARAGHATS® BUILT ON RIVER BANKS TO LIFT

OUR EMPEROR HAS FORE-
s|GHT AND A FINE SENSE
OF PRIORITIES . OUR FARMERS

NMEED HO LONGER FLOCK

WATER To THE FIELDS.

TO THE CITIES TO

LIVE AND WORK |N
INHUMAMN CONDITIONS.

# PERSIAN WHEELS

24




LALITADITYA

NOR DID THEY HAVE TO | WHAT A FINE CROP|
BOW To THE WHIMS oF |AGRICULTURE 1S THE
. MAINSTRAY OF A COUNTRYS

NATURE. e
e VRO ( economy, AND THE TILLERS
Y A Pat A 1™ -

o I

OF THE SO0IL,ITS MOST
FPRECIOUS SUBJELTS.

| HERRTILY
AGREE,
MAHARRAJ.

ONCE, WHILE LALITADITYA AND
CHANKUN WERE RIDING
THROUGH A FOREST —

we ARe N [We po NOoT know whY, X THE ANSWER To
SISTERS, BUT FOR GENERATIONS | THIS MYSTERY

MAHARAJ. )T HAS BEEN A RELIGIOUS |PROBABLY LIES
». . A1 | TRADITION IN OUR FAMILY /BURIED UNDER
TO DANCE AT THIS SPOT.

WHO ARE
You, FAIR
MAIDENS 2

% FR ponce
“ AR, HERET L
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AS THE MEN DUG AWAY,
THEY UNEARRTHELD AN
ANCIENT TEMPLE.

LALITADITYA HAD THE MOUND EXCAVATELD.
| o 3 R -

| KNEW THIS CouULDP
BE THE OMNLY EAPLAMA-

LALITADITYA HAL THE TEMPLE
RENOVATED AND THE WORSHIFP
OF THE 10OLS WAS RESUMED
IN THE TRADITIONAL FORM.

TION FOR THE TRADITION
THE DAMCERS SPOKE OF.
THEIR ANCESTORS MUST
HAVE BEEN TEMPLE
DANCERS, 50 THERE HADR
\ To BE A TEMPLE AROUND
. THIS SPOT-




LALITADITYA

LATER —

BAD NEWS,
MAHARA ...

IRy PR
e — ol 00 ) S

-+« THE BHRUTTS ARE
PLAMNIMG TO ATTACK
US.

/ THEM WE SHALL
HAVE TO
FORESTALL

SO, LALITADITYA MARCHED TO
THE INHOSPITABLE LAND OF
TIBET... Ioae—as —

T T

s AND, IN ONE FIERLE FORAY, WIPED
SUT ANY DREAMS OF cONRUEST THEY

GLORY TO KING

MIGHT HARBOUR. [~

__,.--'"

LALITADITYR!




e i o ———— T T——— e B S - - e T
- — - "

amar chitra katha

LALITADITYA SPENT HIS ENTIRE LIFE
IN RELENTLESS ¢RUSADES TO PROTELT
HIS LAND , ITS PEOPLE AND ITS CULTURE.

WE SHALL MOUNT
AN ATTACK ON HIMm,
IMMEDIRTELY.

MAHARAJ, WHEN YOU
WERE AWAY IN THE LAND
OF THE BHAUTTS, WUMMUNI, THE

ARABE HRING ADVANCED TO

PARNOTSA®* HOW HE 1S
PLANMING TO ATTACK US. WE SHALL S
FORESTALL | |=ff

HIM TOOD.

o o :'. 0 5 .
- L] Ii.l;:t

mummunt’s Horoes | C
COULD NOT WITH -

STAND LALITADITYA'S

WELL - TRBINED ARMY.

i

WE'D BETTER TRAKE

SHELTER IN THE CITY. THEY

WILL NOT ATTACK US THERE.
THEY WILL ONLY FIGHT

us O A BATTLE-
FIELD. :

- - L)
Lo o 1

#* POOMCH
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LALITADITYA
| | KSHATRIYA DOES NOT LET MUMMUNI
ATTACK THE DPWELLINGS ESCAPE, HE

OF PEOPLE .OUR PHARMA / WILL RETURN.
FORBIDS |IT.

LET THEM GO.
THEY ARE MHOT
WILLING TO

CHANKLUN WAS RIGHT. MUMMUNI
RETURNED AGHIN ANL AGAIN.
LALITADITYR HAD TO FIGHT

THREE BATTLES BEFORE HE
COULD FINALLY SUBDUE HIM.

T

A FEW MONTHS LATER —

NO, A LIFE HF

OF REST 15
NOT FOR ME.

AT LAST — ———

MAHARAJ, YOU MAY NOW

| REST YOUR SWORD.THERE

(| ARE NO MORE BATTLES TO

f| BE FOUGHT. YOU HAVE

1| BROUGHT ALL THE MINOR

| | KINGDOMS UNDER YOUR SWAY
| ANDP HAVE ROUTED THE ALIEN]

-Er INVADERS AND MARAUDERS
- FOR GOOD. __,/J

MITRA SHARMA,
| AM HAPPY FOR
THE PEACE IN OUR
LAND. BUT | FEEL

RESTLESS,

e



amar chitra katha

HE SENT FOR HIS MINISTERS.

pDON'T TRY TO
STOP ME, MITRA
SHARMA . | HAVE
MADE UP MYy

"fF HAVE DECIDED TO
LEAVE ON AN ERPEPITION
TO EXAPLORE THE L-IHHHEWI‘-I

BUT, MAHARAJ ! | Jl
AP Ol

ENTRUSTING THE
KINGDOM TO THE
CARE OF HIS
MINISTERS,
LALITADITYA
WALKED AWAY,
ALONE .

HIS TASK WAS OVER, HE CAME ?:-:3 THE FORE
AT A TIME WHEM THE COUNTRY NEEDED |
HiM . HE SUCCESSFULLY ROUTED ALIEN
INVADERS AND BY HIS (ONQUESTS
BROUGHT MINGR WARRING PRINCIPALITIES,
FOR # BRIEF PERIOD,UNDER THE SWAY OF
ONE AUTHORITY— THE EEHEUGLEHT '
THRONE OF KASHMIR. :
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