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MAARTHAAN

.-« THE GROUFP OF EIGHT — POWERFRUL,
REBELLIOUS , FELHDPRL LORDS WHO
WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE

] |
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| | N

B

DA VARMA

"W THE FIRST QUARTER OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY,
TRAVANCORE WAS A HOTBED OF INTRIGUE. IN TRIVAN-
M, AT THE HOUSE OF KUTAMAN, THEIR LEADER...

TROUBLE IN THE LAND— WAS
PLOTTING AS USUAL .

T o i i e
i

OUR MAHARAJA HAS GONE TO |
I\ TRICHINOPOLY* WITH PILLAI.

e

T | [ e
PR AR R ]

PO YOU KNOW WHY 2 HE HAS
PLANS OF BRINGING IN
MERCENARIES FROM

MADURAI TC SUPPRESS us./

|
|

|

1
;

BUT MOTHING 15 LOST.
THE MEN HAVE TO BE
PARIP. WE WILL SEE

THAT THE ROYAL TREASURY

POEEe HOT HAVE THE
MONEY.,

HENCEFORTH NO
OME SHALL PAY

ATTEND
TO THAT.




amar ch'rim_kmhcl

IT WAS NOT
HIS [PEA.

S  YET, | WisH
THE MAHARAUA HAD
NOT THOUGHT OF
TAKING SUCH A
S5TEP.

e

EAEEE T | Ly g7

< i o HIS NEPHEW, YUVARAJA

==

MAARTHAAMPA VARMA 15
TJO BLAME.. IT IS HE W
- IS5 THE REAL ENEMVY.

AND HE
s GOING

TOEE L,
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THAT 18 OUT OF
THE QUESTION.
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PADMANARBHAMN
THAMPI, THE
MAHARAJA'S
ELDEST SOM
WwiLL BE THE

MNEXT MAHARAJA.

WE CAMNOT BREAK THE TRAPITION
OF OUR LAHNCE. THE PEGFLE WILL i
NEVER ACCEPT IT. THEY WILL
RESIST US.

# MATRILIMEAL RIGHT TO INHERITANCE ¢



IHAS RESISTED ANMY-—.

MAARTHAANDA VARMA

WHICH PEOFLE € WHO THAMPFI HIMSELF
MAY RESIST
THING WE HAVE THE IPEA.

PONE SO FAR €

HE WOM'T. IM FACT HE
SECRETLY ¢OVETS THE
THROMNE. | HAVE IT FROM
HIS COMPANION AND
COUNSELLOR, SUNDARAM.

[HAMEI HAD HIS OWN SCHEMES TO ACHIEVE HIs END.
LHIS PALACE IN PADMANAABHAPLRAN —

[WHAT'S THE PROGRESS, [ PATIEMCE,SIR. PILLAI'S
| SUNDARAM & WHEN ) ¥ SOM, AMANMTA,AND THAT
3 WILL ... § BODYGUARD FOLLOW

R MARRTHARNDA LIKE
B SHADPOW.

e

g

BUT OUR VELU HAS FOLLOW-
ED THEM TO NAGERCOIL.HE
IS WAITING FOR THE RIGHT
MOMENT TO STRIKE.

UST THEN, VELU CAME IN FEELING QUITE
EASED WITH MHIMSELF. f—* el

WARTHAANDA ESCAPED.
UT | FINISHED ANANTA.

4YOU BUNGLER ! YOU FoOL |
You LET MAARTHAANDA LIVE

KILLED PILLAI'S S50M.GET

AND PROUDLY TELL ME YOU

P

auT!
' }:* B\




amar chitra katha

wWHO SAYS You

I?_11."..'"2 WILL BE PILLAl'S
FIRST SUSPECTS.WHAT
SHALL | DO2 HOW
SHALL | FACE HIS

HAVE TO FACE IT, /o

IT'S MAARTHAANDA WHO
WILL FACE IT—AND LOSE
A POWERFLIL FRIEND!

HEH THEH ! PON'T YOUu
SEE 2 AS FAR AS WE KNOW,
MAARTHARNDA MURDERED
ANANTA.

PAH ! PILLAI WILL NEVER
¥ BELIEVE THAT | NOBODY
WILL . HE'LL MARE EN-

o QUIRIES.

' L§ e e 1

B L e g e s

You ARE
BRILLIANT!
WHAT WoULD

| PO WITHOUT

WE WILL CONVINCE
HIM AND THE :
PEOPLE THAT THE
TWO QUAREELLER
OVER A DAMCING
GIRL AND MARR- B
THAANDA HKILLED /=
AMANMNTA. -

I'LL MAKE YOU MY DIWAN
WHEN | ASCEND THE
THROME._ |

==

WHY ELSE PO
You THINK. I'M
DOING ALL THIS?

=

WHILE VELU KEEPS TRACK OF

MAARTHAANDA, | WILL GET BUSY
TALKING TO A PERSOMN OR TWO.




MAARTHAANDA VARMA

. i _—

! oo youHeEAR Y [/HE wAS MURDERED >/ vou cAN'T
ABOUT AMANTA 2 ' BYA MEMBER OF THE ) mMgAN MAR...
WHAT A HASTY WAY ROYALTY. AND OME F] THE_“:"“VH"

0 DIE — DEVOURED
B4 A NEELEE™!

[\, WHOM THE FAMILY _A RAJA... ARE
Ny TRUSTED! g £\ You SURE?
--' = .“

o

MEELEE? i S
DONIT
YOU KNOW

THE TRUTH?

r

1ERE WERE MANY WHO REFUSED TO BELIEVE
HE RUMOURS . BUT THERE WAS ONE AT TRIVAN—
UM WHO REFUSED EVEN TO BELIEVE THAT
¢ / TA WAS DEAD.

You YOURSELF
‘it HEARE VELU
TELLING US...

CHILD +.-

- y NO, MOGTHER . WITHOUT
ANY PEFINITE PROOF
| WILL NOT BELIEVE
. THAT HE IS DEAD.

R | e ¢ T ) | & : -_'_F
..‘ 5 EH;’:’WT'L THE NIECE OF ONE OF - .
MT, AND ANANTA’S BETROTHED, = THE

ik

A STRANGER 2 AT THIS HOUR 2
HERE IN OUR PRIVATE ROOMS 2




amar chitra katha
You MAY MNOT KHOW ‘ WHEN PAARRUKUTTY'S MOTHEER LEARNT WHY

ME . BUT THE MASTER

OF THE HOUSE DOES.
‘ | AM SUNDARAM,

THETﬁTPTT oF )» i3

HE HAD cOME T TRIVANDRUM SHE WHAS
PELIGHTELD. F

THE MAHARAIA'S SON SEEKING ¢
THE HAND OF M4 DRAUGHTER!
I CAN'T BELIEVE OURE
LUCK |

..-'._.i':-. I._!'I o

3 ey I

a' 2

kbl

(=T

MEANWHILE , VELU HAD KEPT MAARTHAANDA ON HiS TOES. WITHOUT MEN OR MONEY A
ONLY HIS FAITHFUL BODYGUARD FOR COMPANY, HE WAS ALWAYS ON THE RUNM.

{ HE HAD NO TIME TO WONDER ABOUT ANANTA'S WHEREABOUTS . AND HE WAS BLISSF
| UNAWARE OF THE VILE RUMOURS BEING CIRCULATED BY SUNDARAM AND HIS MEN,

THE YUVARAJA HERE?
AND IN DISGUISE ? HE
MUST BE IN DANGER.

AT LAST HE MANAGED TO RERACH THE HOUSE OF KURUP, A
POWERELUL INDEPENMDENT CHIEFTAIN.

-




MAARTHAANDA VARMA

YUVA ... P-
PLEASE GET
INTO THE
SHADE... INTO
THE HOUSE, |
| HAVE
SOME
& WORK

A LITTLE LATER — T

WHERE 15
KURUFP &

e i

T
o
T4

7 HE's BusVY.
| HAVE COME TO o
SHOW YOU TO THE |
BATHING -POND. :

|

MY BROTHERES HAVE BEEM SEMT
OMN PIFFERENT ERRANDS. ONE
TO TAKE THE WOMEN AND
CHILDREN AWAY; ONE TO
ROUND UP THE GUARDS;

GONE

. ONE HAS

PADMANAABHA -
PURAM . DON'T
ASK FOR WHAT.

TO

IS HE GO- 4
ING TO [
BETRAY ME?[]

BFTER A BATH, MAARTHAANDA HAD HIS LUNCH
L THE TEMPLE AND RETURNELD TO THE HOUSE.

" [ Now You MAY GO AND : t
== HAVE YOUR. FOOD WHILE ' |
THE MASTER RESTS. |

THE BODYSUARD LEET H.F.ﬂr Weg
IN THE POOM .. [ - 4184




amar s.Mm katha

YUVARRAUJA ! | Am PHIHED
HOW CAN YOU MISTRUST
OME OF YOUR MOST :
LOYAL SUBJECTS T

. AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE
OM MY LIFE AT NAGERCOIL -
JUsT BEFORE | REACH=-
ED:-HERE | HAD '
AMOTHER NARROW
ESCAPE. WHILE MY .i"
PERSE CLUTORS

WERE CLOSE LPOM %
ME::- 1

PARDON ME,KURUP,
IN MY PRESENT PLIGHT,
| CANNOT BE TOO CARE- L

oY

... AND MISDIRECTE
THEM.

.. A MAD CHRANNAAN®
SHOWED ME WHERE
TO HIDE...

# LOW=-CASTE TRIBAL




MAARTHAAN

IM ALL THESE WEEKS THE
ONLY SUPPORT WE'VE BEEN
PROMISED 1S5 FROM THAT
RiCH OLD PATHAAN TRADER.

DA VARMA

- [ THE MERCENARIES ON
WHOM WE DEPENDED
ARE TURNING FACE
BECAUSE WE HAVE
NOT BEEN ABLE TO
PAY THEM.

IF YOU'LL PARDON MY
SAYING 5O, WHAT ELSE
PO YOU EXAPECT OF
MERCEMNARIES 2

ANYWAY, WHEN YOUR LOYAL
SUBJECT® ARE RERDY TO DIE
FOR yOu, WHY BOTHER ABOUT

MERCEMARIES @ WHICH
SIDE IS PILLAl ONT

- AT TRIVANDRUM.

g\

I AM ON MY WAY THERE

* TO SEE MY UMCLE, THE
MAHARAJA. HE IS
SERIQUSLY ILL-




amar chitra katha

MINE DAYS FROM
TOPAY, | WILL
COME TO TRIVAN-
PRUM — WITH AN /
ARMY — TO PAY
MY RESPECTS
TO You.

THEN WE ARE
SAVED | THE EIGHT
WILL SHIVER, WHEM

THEY SEE YOu. /

FROM TODAY, PON’T

| SHALL LOOK, | FLATTER
WP TO Yyou As | A HUMBLE
SERVANT, |
A YUVARAJA

THAT EVENING —

7 THE SUN HAS SET
AND THE BOY I SENT B

A\ TO PAUMANAABHA- T
i PuRAM HASH'T YETER '
= RETURMED. g8

ARMED MENM
e VELU Leee
OUTSIDE...

THE |
VUVARAJA ! i

KURUF RUSHED INDOORS AND —

MASTER,,
SOMEONE'S

LOCKING
US IN.

=

Vs

b, IT'S AN ATTACK '] HERR
- \) THE CLASH OF SWORDS!

|

N i
!| =

|/ >

W |




MAA_HTHAF.NDA VARMA
~ i |oursioe —

MAARTHAANDA FPACED THE ROOM
LIKE A CRAGELD ANIMAL.

HOW COULD HE PENY
ME THE PRIVILEGE OF
FIGHTING BY HIS SIDE | || [ISeS
TRY THE DOOR AGAIN. | il
HACK IT DOWHN | -

[ MAARTHAAMDA HAS

{ NOT COME OUT TO FIGHT,
WHICH MEANS KURUFP
HAS LOCKED HIM IN. A

FIRE ! OH, GOD!
THE BRRHMAMA
GUEST | SOMEONE
SAVE HIM 1

'._ws CRY WAS HEARD .THE MYSTERIOUS
|EHAANNAAN APPEARED ONCE MORE.

HOU AGAIM 2
WHERE'S
KURUP @

(g,K f
A /|

IGNORING THE GQUESTION, 'rHE EHA,
GRABBED A SWORD FROM W.#M?HH

1




amar chitra katha

T
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MAARTHAANDA VARMA

Hm—ﬁﬁé THE COMBINED W# mmmm,
AND THEY mﬁ%w ﬂ m.snt ﬁ ;]

[ WHERE'S THE
- | CHAANMNAAHN 2

AT THE PALACE OF THAMPI— SUNDPARAM  WILL
- v

THAT IPIOT VELU HAS \ M=eremrmr—ly e % THE THRONE
BUNGLED AGAIM. N | EVER BE MINEZ|
MAARTHAANDA HAS  J "W | .

ESCAPEPR]

DESPAIR WHEN |
| AM THERE 2 WAIT
TILL WE GET TO

TRIVANDRUM AND H




amar chitra katha

A WEEK LATER AT TRIVANDRUM —

WITH THE SKILL AND VALOUR
OF KURLIP'S MEN | SHOULD
BE ABLE TO SUBDUE THE

CONSPIRATORS:

BUT THAT WILL MERN
BLOODPSHED - IF OMLY
THAMPFI . ..

AH! HERE HE (OMES;, IF

OMLY HE ACLEFPTS MY
OFFER OF FRIENDSHIP
AND GOODPWILL...

]
Tt
; ) |
E.T :
4 N T f fﬁ
| CANNOT WAIT TO SEE
FPECTS TO HIS FATHER BEFORE PAARUKUTTY, HOW
LEAVING FOR FPAARUKUTTY'S HOUSE. ;
BUT AB HE LOOKED UP — DOES SHE LOOK 2
PESCRIBE HER
OH!HE'S THERE! \ TO ME . .
LET's TURM -
il _-:]
=
: o)
TN ﬁ
"-_-—""I? Il’
I 5



MAARTHAANDA VARMA

THAMP! HOWEVER RETURNED FROM FAARUKUTTY'S HOUSE BEFORE LAWN
|\THE NEXT ME?EN!NG .L{?-'J:'?HJHE FPALE ANE DPRAWN . THAT EVENING —

|| MASTER , THE
CRUCIAL MEETING
WITH THE EIGHT
I& AT 7 O'CLOCK.,

| sHouLpM'T WE
LEAVE 2

NOT "WE" YOoU GO.
| AM NOT FEELING

Y= f‘i

S0 SUNDARAM LEFT FO& ':- er MEETING ALONE.

| THAT NIGHT AFTER THE fé?f-f'H:’.'JL e WHEN THE EIGHT HAD DIBPERSED AND
KRUTAMAN WAS ASLEERF, RARMANAAMADHEM
HERE . THIS cOPY OF THE : STOLE INTO AN INNER CHAMBER OF THE

RESOLUTICNS |2 FOR

SUBHADRAAL Y 18 YOUR

YOUR MASTER. ARE YOU [ MEETING
& OVER? TS

ALMOST

MIDMI GHT.

|SUBHADRAA WAS KUTAMAN'S UNFORTUNATE s SHE PRETENDED NOT TO BE INTERESTED.
NECE, WHOSE MOTHER HAD DIED SOON AFTER
HER BIRTH, WHOSE FATHER REMAINED tiNKNown | OH' YOU'VE TAKEN THE | NOINO! THE OATH

BND WHOSE HUSBAND HAD DESERTED HER. OATH OF SECRECY | 1S FOR OUR
L'_ QOU GUBHT 10 NEVER MIND. EMEMIES. YOU

|
'ﬂh : HAVE BEEN GOOD WNIGHT ! ’A FEE. OME OF Us, |
. . THERE., -

WHAT
DIl YOuU

'WHEH HE BID Har EEFH..-

15



amar chitra katha .
‘Mm ‘BH ﬁmmpwmmmmrmm
e HEM#WWHME HE'E LOYALTIES |

THOUGH SHE WAS KUTAM, E
'mé wy;ﬂnk*rmmm AND :ﬁE‘ .Lavsn .Wnrrr AS A S(STER.-

(. THE EMSHT HAVE

? PECIDED THAT
THAMP! WILL ASCENHD

THE THRONE AFTER //=
\ HIS FATHER'S

MAARTHAANDA WILL BE ASSASSIN-Y WHAT A
BORE ALL

ATED AFTER HIS UNCLE'S DEATH,
WHEN HE GOES TO THE ANCESTRAL THIS
PALACE. IT 1% PANGEROUS TO \ TALK 15
TOUCH HIM HERE [N e ;
TRIVAMDRUM .

THAT'S ’EH;EJETEIEE = ./ WELL vou
- ) AN [ mpy LEAVE

i . NOW. I'M

SLEEPY.

SN
e

-
'i;."q.".-

(5255, 0 0
Al I TTITT I

y

z .HH{ MF T0 GET. M&Lﬁ” mm




MAARTHAANDA VARMA

[THE NEXT MORNING , AT THE PALACE, MAARTHAANDA WHO HAD LEARNT OF THE COUNCIL , WAS
|PiscussiNG THE SITUATION WiTH HIS COUNSELLOR. |

" | WONDER.
- WHAT THEY
DISCUSSED ».r

ITS EASY TO GUESS.
IF ONLY YOUu'D LET ME
FINISH THE EIGHT
ANP THAT EVIL

RAAMANARAMADPHAM.

I AND HAVE ME WERAR ISN'T THAT BETTER THREATENED BY THEM,

| THE CROWN OF A THAN HAVING A PEOPLE HAVE STOPPED |

i NURPEROUS TYRANTE |BUNCH OF SCOUN- PAYING TAXES. HOW Yy NOT BY

. NEVER ! PRELS HOLD THE \_ CAN WE RULE THE... INDULGING
: A STATE TO RANSOM? A | ¥ <[ 1IN SIMILAR

LAWLESS

LET's SEE WHAT
KURUP ADVISES
WHEM HE COMES.

WHAT THEY
PO WILL BE

i WILL BE
| REMEMBERED
"FOREVER.




amar chitra katha

THE NEXT DAY FOUND THAMP! IN A JUBILANT
MOOD .. HE HAD THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE EIGHT

I B T vou cap!

AH, MY LOVELY

SUBHADREA | 50 YOu

HAVE COME AT LAST.

IS IT BECAUSE THE EIGHT
HAVE DECIPED TO
SUPPORT MY CLAIM

TO THE THROME &

B NO. IT'> BECAUSE ) HEARD | | ... HAD STAYED THERE,
: THAT You HAD BEEM TO EMTERED HER ROOM

faes ) 21D, B
J;I | PIDM'T... i

PRAARLIKUTTY'S HOUSE THE AT MIGHT AND
CAY BEFORE YESTERDAY... FRIGHTEMED HER.

OHI| WALKRED
UP T© HER

18




ME AWAY .

{ ANOTHER ENTERED THE |
ROOM ... AMD DRAGGED

gea EM

- e
T T

llHER LNCLE @

?.-..__ e ey
i HER. cOUSINZ
wa& IT YOUR,

NO!

WHOM
po You
MERMN 2

“Nof

L ENEMY ?

NO ! IT WAS
MY OTHER
ENEMY.

WHO 2 WHICH
ENEMY € DON'T
SPEAK IN
RIPDLES.

FORGET IT!
IT FRIGHTENS




amar chitra katha

YOou KMNOW
HE's PEAD 2 WELL
I'M GOING.

HIS GHOST !
IT TOUCHED ME]
| KNOW HE'S

DEAD.

PP You COME HERE
ONLY T2 GET ALL
THIS OUT OF ME?

NO, TO ARVISE YOU
DON'T RESORT
TO MURDER.

S0 YOU KMOW
WHAT PASSEDR AT

THE SECRET
MEETING ?

oy r:u-rnmnn*a

[ WHAT AM

GO ON,

) POING @ SHE'S ) KILL ME.

NIECE!

BECAUSE YOU
ARE A BLACK-
GUARRD: A

COWARD .

ANDP YOU WANT B8
TO RULE THE LA
ENTRUSTING THE

STATE TO You
WouLD BE LIKE

ENTRUSTING A
LAMB TO A WOLF

Do

AND SUBHAPRAA LEFTA




| MAARTHAANDA VARMA
FHE NEAXT DAY WAS A RESTLESS ONE FOR HER

OR 1S AMANTA ALIVE?
IF HE 18, HAS HE FOR-
fl GOTTEN PARRUKUTTYE

FOR MY SAKE,} MUST SPEND
THE MEXT FEW DAYS DOING
SOME. INVESTIGATING .

AT EVENING ——Tf THAMFPI HAS ORDERED VELU SUBHADRAA HURRIED INTO NER
WHAT'S THE Y| TC ASSASSINATE MAARTHARN-| |ROOM, CUT A STRIP OF PALM
LATEeT2 Jll DA THIS VERY NIGHT. AND NOT | |LEAF AND SCRATCHED OUT A

. . Y1\ AFTER THE MAHARAJA'S o N
PEATH AS WE HAD RESOLVED, W

L

ARM YOURBSELF WELL,
AND RUM WITHOUT
STOPPING TO THE
YUVARAJA. GIVE THIS
TO HIM AND OMLY
TO HIM .

Yyou 60 TO THE
PATHARN CAMP
AND FIND OUT...




amar chitra katha
MEANWHILE AT THE PALACE , MAARTHAANDA WAS

ALONE . HIS COUNSELLOR, LEARNING THAT KURUP YUVARAJA!
MAD BEEN KIDNAPPED BY THE CONSPIRATORS, :

HAD GONE OUT TO INVESTIGATE . AND HIs BODY-
== GUARD HAD GONE OUT ON AN ERERAND.

. i e
T Fr Ll e i
- g e il 10 s
AL

SUBHADRAAR'S MESSENGER
HAD REACHELD THERE [N THE
NIiEK OF TIME . |

BN N
Ay Yl
(B

WHO couLp St
THIS LOYAL,

BRAVE, 40UNG ?g
MAN BE?P

‘ N H" > }
WAL Y/

i f
L-LETTER... K f (//
e e 4




MAARTHAANDA VARMA

RTHAANDA SERRCHED THE SERVANT ANC
WIND THE LETTER .

n( A MURDER !

ROYAL HEADS SHOULP
GUARD THEMSELVES
MIGHT AND DAY...

THAT'S JUST WHAT I'VE
BEEN SAYING . WHY ARE
YOU OUT HERE MAKING
A TARGET OF YOURSELF |
FOR VELY'S sWORD?2

M-M-M.THE UNENOWHN FRIEND
IHO SENT THAT LETTER SEEMS
0 KNOW THE MOVES OF THE
(OMSPIRATORS.

WHAT THEY'VE

IF ONLY | KNEW

PONME WITH
KURUP,

ERE WAS ONE WHO DID KNOW, THE

SOON —

AANNAAN . [

OME DOWN YOU ROGUE AND
FACE THE WRATH OF KURLP.

ff : Ny

sH!iT's Y | YoU
| A FRIEND! |
5y

r

| oFf, TO
ME YOU ARE
THE PEAREST




amar chitra katha

IF YOU ADVAMCE ,yOou'LL
FALL DEAD.THIS 1S A
PAMGEROUS WEAPON.

[ knowiNG NOTHING ABOUT FIREARMS, VELU
IGNORED THE WARNING AND CHARGED WITH

HIS SWORD.

HEY, YOUu | LISTEN
TO ME AND HAND
OVER THOSE
WEAPONS.

THEN LET'S || [ BE REASONABLE.

KiLL HIM. M | IN THE INTERESTS
'. 7 OF THE STATE

.-_i!.--._: -I._Ih: '-.':. WE' I‘;HHH{JT

e L

e T
et g

o

you WILL HAVE TO
REMAIN 1H cusTOoDY
TILL THAMPI], THE
EIGHT, AND PILLAI

ALL RIGHT, WE'LL REMAIN IN JOuf
| cusToDY, BUT MY WERPONS REMA
WITH ME. You cAN TRUST ME.

=, | WON'T HARM FIH"-*EIJ

AGREED.
| TRUST YOU.




MAARTHAANDA VARMA

PARAM WAS 4P BEFORE DAWN THE NEXT
& 2 ALONG WITH HIS& MEN WALKED
IONGST PEOPLE , WHISPERING INTO THEIR

¥ IT SEEMS ANANTA'S
FATHER HAS FOUND
EVIDENCE TO PROVE
THAT THE MEELEE

HE ESCAPED BUT HIS
SERVANT WAS KILLED.

5. AND BY MIDDAY —

PIP YOU HEAR?
THE YUVARAJA
AND HIS SOLDIERS
MHRPERED VELU.

WHO ATE HI® SON
WAS NONE OTHER,

OH,YES! AND

| BELIEVE
RAAMAN AAMADHAM THAN THE YUVARA -
JOO WAS JAl
ATTACKED.

KNG ADVANTRGE OF THE
HARAJA'S ILLNESS, THE
ARAJA HAS

ROLIGHT IM DHC'DPFE
\ HFIF-"-'.E - SPITTINGS In
EAPONS TO KILL THE 1 ._1
MAHARAJA'S
50N

-
P
=

{ TO THE

OH ! HAS POWN
F’."!lLFI'l’.E1

HE‘r.? WE'LL WITH THE
HILL HIM muEEERER!

| CANNOT HIDE
PEN THE
gn WE'LL ;}g—fzi BEHIND BOLTED

THE PALACE.

NO, YUVARAJA.
YOU WILL NOT
STIR OUT!

DPOORS. | WILL
SPEAK TO THEM.




amar chitra katha

INSIDE THE PALACE — | PLEASE DON'T, [ THEY'VE BROKEN
YUVARAJA | 1'LL DOWN THE MAIN

OPEN THE GATE FOR \ HAVE THE GATE GATE |

THEM OR | WILL |

WALK DOWN

AND THE COUNSELLOR WALKED out. i §~

=

g

a B | SUDDENLY —

THE VEMNERABLE
MAHARRAJA! STAND
BACK 1 OH SHAME

NOT A STEP
FORWARD!

HAVE WE GONE Y
MAD? LET'S
TURH BACK.




MAARTHAANDA VARMA

TO00 WEAK TC SPEAK, THE AILING MANARAJA
) THE PECOPLE 7O DISPERSE WITH A

AND AS SUDDENLY AS IT HAD EVOLVED,
THE cROWED MELTED AWAY.

Lo
R e

MY NEPHEW couLD JER S "—\
NOT HAVE Ape B N :
BETTER : -l"f- H

COUN=— O o Y L
SELLOR :

THAN

You WILL FORGIVE
MY MISSUIDEDP SON
AMD SHOW -..
SHOW ...

%‘ : =, ¥ L
BUT THE MANARAJA DID NOT HEAR
FOR WE HAD BREATHELD HIS LAST.

3

oR OF THE PECPLE.
¥ ALL WARRIORS EMPLOYED

VARTHAANDA VARMA COULD NOT HAVE THE
UXURY OF INDULGING IN PERSONAL GRIEF.HE
i NOW THE HEAD OF THE STATE ,THE PRC-

BY THE STATE WILL HENCE-
FORTH REPORT HERE AT

THE PALACE FOR DUTY OR
ELSE FORFEIT THEIR
WAGES.

L]

THAT INCLUDES
THE MEN

SERVING THAMPI,

RAJA MAARRTHAANEGA VARMA HAP ISSUED
M!S FIRST ORPER AND ESTABLISHED WIS
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE STATE.




amar chitra katha

BUT THE CONSPIRATORS WERE NOT GOING

THAT NIGHT —

TO TAKE IT LYING DOWN. 1 THE DESPOT | IN

THE NERVE | HE HAD THE INTERESTS OF
THE AUDACITY TO THE STATE WE MUST

L WITHPRAW MY MEN! / po wWHAT 15 TO BE
s | PONE, THIS VERY

MNIGHT.
il (@

=,

MAHARAJA ! MAHARAJA !
N\ WAKE UP !

| AM KUTAMAN'S NIECE.

THIS VERY MOMENT.

THAMPI AND MY UMCLE ARE X YOU ARE THE

YOou muUusT FLEE THE PALACE ':'-|, HERE WITH A THOUSANMD SWORM ENEMY.
SOLDIERS. YOU MUST THIS 1S JUST

ESCAPE FROM TRIVANDRUM. My ANOTHER TRAP.

..... e
: )
< B\
e "":j' ‘('\
@ 5
) 0 ,
= paen \
EELIE\P‘E ME: MHHHRH'JH- '!,_.‘ : o 5“!.‘ Ha . | HHU’E FOUR MEN
IT WAS | WHO SENT THE B MORE.LETS :;:,}HHL.EHT% AT MY
.'.._. uﬂ-ﬂ-q!
e wggﬂmﬁ o H 7\ you TO THE
7 | N, »
| o
H . - ¥ -
i //1 : \ \ :

RAJA MAARTHAANDA VARMA , HIS BODY GUA
AND HIS COUNSELLOR, DREBSED AS PAID
LABOURERS LEFT THE PALACE WITH

SUBHADPRAA . NONE WOULD SUSPECT THE
SERVANTS OF KUTAMAN'S NIECE.




MAARTHAANDA VARMA

s THE FOUR NEARED SUBHADRAA'S MOUSE ,SOMEONE STEPPED
OF THE SHADOWS. guwwaws

WRAT ARE vou Do el
WITH THESE MEN IN THE [l 3l
STREETS AT THIS HOURZ LUl

N ARE YOU TO
A QUESTION §

Y PiLLAI! ANANTA'S T HOW GLAD | AM JBBY YOU...AND... HER € DID | HAVE
FATHER! g, TO SEE You ! il TO SEE THIS TOO ? THEN WHAT
- - __ . SUMNDARAM .. THE DANCING-GIRL

WELL )| HVE SEEN YOUu. \ WAIT! WE WHAT 1S THERE TO TALK | HE DID NOT

INEED NO FURTHER HAVE SO - WITH A MAN WHO MURDER. YOUR

PROOF.| WILL PEPART. J MUCH TO TALK MURDERED MY SON  J SON | .
; . FOR A WOMAN? 48




amar chitra katha

THE PERSONS WHO
pPID ATTEMPT IT,
ARE THAMPI'S

YES, SUBHADPRAA. | WAS MARRIED TO
YOUR MOTHER BUT HAD TO KEEP THE |

A WMARRIAGE A SECRET FOR POLITICAL j‘
REASOMNS. _4

THEN YOUR

HALF-BROTHER
LIVES!

MY HALF-
BROTHER 2

SUBHADRAA THEN DISCLOSED ALL THAT
SHE HAD FOUND OUT.

“AFTER VELW ATTACKED HIM AND LEFT
HIM TO DIE, ANANTA WAS RESCUED BY
THE PATHAANS." I = —t

% :

e

Y

FOR THE LOVE THEY GAVE HIM AND
THE SUPPORT THEY PROMISED, HE
HAD To PROMISE THE oLD PATHAARN
THAT HE WOULD NEVER PISCLOSE
: HIS IDENTITY

TO HIS OWN
h PEOPLE!

"'-__|_|_

MAHARAUA, HE OF TEN CAME
TO YOUR AID, DISGUISED
AS A CHAANNAAN.

WHERE 1S HE
MOW 2




MAARTHAANDA VARMA _ o

g ES B SUBHADRAA, | OWE MY LIFE TO

i A You.LET ME DO SOMETHING
3 FOR YOU IN RETURN .

L MAHARRJA, IF YOU MUST
il REPAY ME FOR WHAT __
| CONSIDERED MY (Ti
_ DUTY THEN... ot

-'q-'-‘-l—-.

I THE PATHAAN'S
iMP. HE 15 KNOWN }
HERE AS SHAMS— |
BoiN. KURUP IS
TH HIM . THEY
CAPED FROM THE

INGEON THEY (", :
JERE IMPRISONED 4
b IM. e

Ly

THE cLASH | MAHARAJA!
LET THE WOMEN OF MY _ OF SWORDS! /| THEY'VE
LAMD BE TREATED WITH . : _ad TRACED YOU
GREATER RESPECT... f ; : HERE )

SUPLPENLY —

PLERSE BE LEMNIENT
WITH MY OLD UMNCLE ..- 4

wE‘LL RESPECT YOUR
WISHES , SUBHADRAA.

Fco nsiDE, Y1 HAVE My
SUBHADRAA! A URUMI™ LETS

3>
Fman ’_,..-"'/ ‘ e

§ SWORD -BELT



amar chitra katha

.«« THE PATHAANS LED BY ANANTA AND
KURLP ENTERED THE FRAY.

TS
T

AS THE FORCES OF THAMPFPI AND Mﬂ.ﬂ'ﬁ‘mﬁ#—
DA CLASHED ... e :

e 15
5 -

SUNDARAM LOST HIS LVE
LIFE !N THE BATTLE. S

THAMPI AND THE EIGHT AND RAAMANAAMA — AT PAARUKUTTY'S HOUSE — s
P £ . BUT—
DHAM WERE TAKEN CAPTIVE . 8U e oL NEVER BE PARTED ¥ SUBHAD
SET KUTAMAN FREE, AGAIN,. | HAVE SENT A MAN | OWE THI
PILLAl. | PROMISED TO BRING 40UR MOTHER HAPPINE
SUBHADRAA I'D HERE, ANANTA, TO S0U.
FORGIVE HIM. _—— \
-
e, - % o -— T_,
; =
' 1
1#” ; [W SHP
al“N-. : -‘"i‘ \
/
3 —
. : 50 KUTAMAN WAS RELEASED. = - [
: o
UT AT SUBHADRAA'S HOUSE — | i WHEN MAARTHAANDA HEARD T
. —— i SHOCKING NEWS —
7 You g :
T " TRAITOR! ; MO LOVYAL .
g e LA 2 SUBJECT OF
7 -I_.l- ¢ ..f-:.-.!_ -_-f - - o :-__ :-'L.. ; } -.. M}NE EHHLL
i J i, g EVER SUFFER-
P \5} b L sl o YOUR ERUEL
: : ‘ : B Ly V4 —— UNJUST FATE
: . : © /8 _ Jo— —" IN MY REIGN,
il Sy (VT 2 o SUBHADRAA,

;‘T},J. g ﬁh?:f- \ \

v T
rf‘-l"?h‘l = — i N

— A AND KUTAMAN BROUGHT THE TRUE ENOUGH MAARTHAANPA VAR
~ 2 SWORD DOWN ON HER NECK. PROVED TO BE A dl5T, BENEVOLENT RULE
' 32




