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The Kathasaritsagara, Somadeva’s Sanskrit classic, is as its
title indicates, an ocean of tales—tales of romance, adventure
and humour. Of the tales of humour the best is perhaps the
story of Manduka on which the first story in this Amar Chitra
katha is based. '

The se {istory is adapted from a pupular Hindi folktale
which was evrd nt’lv mspnred ‘by the story of Manduka, For story-
tellers arid- bards, ther Kathasatitsagara was an endless store-
house of themes. For, that matter, not only the humble bard but
even scholarly poets and playwrights like Bhasa and Kalidasa
had often turned to Somadeva's classic for a plot.
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MANDUKA- THE LUCKY A%ROI.GGER

OME Bay A POOR BEAHMANA HﬂEH‘?SEM-'EE?' ??EﬁWEE«ﬂ:ﬁMEEEHﬂNT e

THERE'S 4
A WEPPING
GOING ON _LJ

NO ONE WHO TELLS ME AN THING P
EVEN BOTHEREP - EVEN WHEN | WAS 8 CHILP J
T TO TELL ME EVERYBODPY ISGNORER
| ABOUT IT.

e g

o 3, W

\ vou ARE AS PULL AS
A MANPUKA® IN

EXCEPT FATHER, OF Wiy
COURSE, WHO NEVER FAILEP It

TO TELL ME ONE THING
EVERY SO OFTEN.




amar chitra katha

THAT!S WHAT I'VE
BECOME, A MANDUKA!
ANP I’'M TIREDP

| WiSH [ COULP PO
SOMETHING #++
ANYTHING *2+ WHICH
WOULEP MAKE
EVERYONE»»

«++ SIT UP ANP
TAKE NOTICE

ch‘lﬁrl e

THE BRAESMANS REN

0s TO THE PLACE WHERE
THE WEPLING WAS GOING

v AND QUIETLY LED SWEe
THE HORSE O WHIGH THE

L ee e Il_,,L_.- ||| =
e )

BRICEGROOM AL COME.




BANDUEA — THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER %,

THE NEXT MORNING—

MASTER, THE
HAS PISAPPEAREP |

HOW COULP IT

PISAPFEARF GO
AN L.C;GH EOR
T

WE ALREAPY
HAVE, MASTER,

T HAS
VANISHER
WITHOUT
A TRACE.

OH, THIS IS
TERRIBLE!

THERE'S A WOMAN
OUTSIPE WHO SAYS
WE SHOULP SEERK
. THE HELP OF HER
N HUSBANP.

SCHETINE LATER —

THE ASTROLOGER 1S B
N\ HERE, MASTER.




amar chitra katha
COME IN, é HOW WELL MY PLAN [S YOLR SERVANTS TELL

COME N, WORKING ! ALREAPY I!M BEING ME YOU HAVE LOST
SR, TREATEP AS AN HONOURED | ||\ ‘A HORSE.

i

GIVE ME A FEW LL HAYE TO

MOMENTS AND STUPY THESE
| SHALL TELL 40U | |cHARTS AN =»-
EXACTLY WHERE
HE IS,

| SHALL REWARD
Y0U HANPSOMELY
IF 40U CAN HELP
US FINE HIM,

L

1 P~

“OULL FIND

THE HORSE NEAR
THE STREAM. BUT
MAKE HASTE, HE
IS IN PANGER OF
BEING STOLEN.,




PAA MO A,

THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER

| CANT
BELIEVE

C 80 THE

ASTROLOGER
Was RIGHT.
‘A_ vl X ,-

THE MERXCHANT WRS OVERLOYEZ TO
SEE THE HORSE AGAMN.

.. YO HAVE
=2/ HELPED ME
SAVE MY
FACE,

|'{ wHaT A eREAT e e

| CAN NEVER THANK
90U ENOUGH,

T wAas
NOTHING ++¢ ALL

\

ASTROLOGER

THE MECCHANTS SERLVWINTS

BEGAN TO TALK ABOUT WHAT

THE SRAHMANG AR5 CONE,

e ANP HE TOLRF US

THE EXACT SPOT AT
WHICH WE couLp
FING THE
HORSE !

| HAP ALWAYS gou
THOLIGHT HE WAS 4 SHOULP NEVER &O
A HALF=-WIT, BY APPEARANCES,




SOON FPEOFLE EVERYWHERE
T SHOW MM RESFECT.,

E;! ! I-

LHTILT LFWE NG Wating

AT LAST THE
MANDUKA HAS
JUMPEP OUT OF
THE weLL!

HE TALKS TO
HIMSELFT

ALL GREAT
MEN HAVE SOME
FPECULMRITY OR ||
OTHER.

THE BRANVANA'S FAME SFPREAF
SO AND WIDE., TMHEN ONE PRy —

ARE

YOUR PRESENCE IS
KEGQUESTER AT THE 1
PALACE. PLEASE
COME WITH

LATER, AT THE PALACE— [

THE QUEEN’S
NECKLACE HAS |.
A BEEN LOST-+0R /5
STOLEN=




RANDUKSA — THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER

L7 1 am sure NE
DY wou cAN TELL
1l us WHERE THE

| HAVE

HEARP THAT

#OL ONCE TOLP .
h A MERCHANT

% WHERE HE COULP

§ FIND HIS LOST

' HORSE.

faer | NEEL?
TIME,

7ou

CAN TRKE
AS LONG AS
HOU WANT.,

BUT 40U MUST NOT LEAVE
THE FPALACE TILL THE
NECKLACE 1S FOUNE.

| WONPER WHAT THE KING WILL

PO TO ME WHEN HE PISCOVERS

THAT | AM NOT A REAL oo
__ ASTROLOGER,

THIS IS THE
ENP OF THE ROAP
FOR ME.




amar chitra kathao

THE BRAHMANA SHUT HIMSELE LB IN MG
CHAMBER ANP FRESSRED FOR THIE WORST,

WELL==WHY PIP | CLAIM
TO BE WHAT | AM
NOT P NOW | WILL
JUST HAVE TO
Pay FOR IT,

IT'S MY TONGUE

WHICH HAS &0T
ME INTO ALL THIS
TROUBLE,

HE IS A GREAT
ASTROLOGER.

HE WILL SOON
KNOW THAT IT IS
| WHO STOLE THE
NECKLACE,

WHY, OH, WHY
PIP | PO SUCH
A FOOLISH

SEE WHAT HE
IS FOING.,

-

K rONGLE CSANGHRYT)

THE BRAHMANE, LNAWARE THAT THE MAIP
WAS PEERPING THROUGH THE KEYHOLE,
BEGAN TO SCOLD HiS TONGLE, |

PONE, JIHVAH"? wHY

WHAT HAVE 4OU |

PIP You po
TR =




MANDUEA — THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER

O HOLY SIR,
HAVE MERCY 1
ON ME

| PIP 1T IN | AM JIHVAH, THE

A MOMENT OF == . MAIP. | HEARP
\ WEAKNESS. WHAT P WHO ‘
: . ARE youpr

l=s] PON'T KNOW |

WHY | STOLE THE

NECALACE. =
/’ 3
7N\

Y

SHE THOUGHT PLEASE
| WAS TALKING | I\ PON'T TELLiTHE
KING §

s
)

i
7




amar chitra katha

LATER THAT EAY%, A5 THE MiMs WAaS
STROLLING IN THE GARPEN—

Bl | KNOW WHERE THE
NECKLACE IS, MAHARAJ.
il PLEASE FoLLOW ME.

YOU HAYE COMMITTER
A GREAT SIN.BUT Yo
| SHALL FORGIVE YoU | ¢
THIS ONCE. NOWY :

WHERE IS THE

L Lo i Bs

==
= 1
5 T
erem
i,

A
By A GARDENER BEGAN
- TO PIG LP THE EARTH.

i "“.‘1

[

SOON— 40U ARE -
WITHOUT POUBT NOW TELL
NECKLACE! | THE GREATEST | |/ mE wHO HIp e ARE SOME
: ASTROLOGER| |\ THE NECKLACE THINGS WHICH
| HAVE EVER EVEN | MA
MET THAT i HQT HNDT';-'Z
MUST REMAIN : :
—Gn 3 q MBHARA U,
.l"'l"'.'t i
@fq: : ! / .‘.
g . = ¥ .I"I{"‘
.-'_;, -.'l. i
_" =E
.. & 1
-:-_:;-néa




MAaRDUEA -

THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER

THERE 15 SOME MYSTERY HERE,
MAHARAU. IF HE IS SUCH

A GREAT ASTROLOGER WHY

L. CAN'T HE TELL LS WHO A

s THE THIEF IST e

-
e Ly

HE MUST HAVE FOLUNL

THE NECKLACE IN THE
PALACE ANP HIPPEN IT
., HERE HIMSELF, _{;

bl
-
T — e e e e

PO You
THINK SOP

LET LS TEST}
HIM ONCE

I AM AMAZEP
By YOUR POWER,
O PANPIT, AND
g0l SHALL BE
AWELL REWARPEL
FOR YOUR
SERVICES.

BUT PO

NOT LEAVE THE
PALACE AS

| S
| WONPER
WHAT HE HAS
IN MINE.

L TR ]

AFTER SOME TIME, THE |
BRAHMANS HWAS SLMMONES|
TO THE KNGS CHAMEER.

..-l-'_'_.

—

CAN “oU TELL
Us WHAT IS IM

THAT JARP

NEATLY
HE HAS
TRAPPEP

11



amar chitra katha

s AND THAT
| FOOLER HimM ANE
EVERYBOPY

| HELL SURELY
= PUT ME TO
PEATH !

~——{ NOW FLL HAVE
To TELL HIM THAT
| AM NOT REALLY
AN ASTROLCGER:

o

0 MANPUKAT “ou WELL DONE! | SHOULD ) THERE
WERE BETTER NEVER HAVE POUBTEP | 15 INCEEP
OFF IN THE YOUR POWERS., J\ A MANPLIKA IN
WELL . THE JAR.

S,

e KNG REWAREED THE BRANMANA| |eeANE HE RETURNED HOME 7o
A HERO'S WELCONME. |

WiTH. COSTLY GIETS " |
L—/— L I
e E"n 4 i =

——




| THE HIDDEN MEANIN(_;rr
S "-.J.-..ﬂl#i

=

(_'S' : e ; .

=

T

| THERE WAHS OACE A FARMER. HE
| WAS HARC-WORKING BLT NOT

S| TOD BRIGHT AND EVERYONE

= CALLES Hidl SLEOHLIRAM ., HE

T | WES 8 CONTENTES SOLL NS
. T mAP NO AMBITIONS.

IS WIEE HOWEVER WAS
EXQCTLY THE OPPOS/TE,

f/ : : OUR NEISHBOUR’S
|

Fi
o / EVERYONE 15
) - US.

SON=[N=-LAW HAS
BOUGHT TWO
BUFFALOES|

N e
i S

MAKE MONEY
SOMEHOW.




amar chitra katha

SOMETIMES | FEEL

OVER HIS THICK

LIKE BREAKING A POT

MATTERS CANME TO 8 HERF WHEN ONE
L9y THE NEGRBOUR EXCITEFLY SURST
INTC THE HOUSE, ——T—TTi
oL WON'T |
b BELIEVE
:..:"".-.._ T -'

;
A
S
I".I
311 o

THE KING 1

MY HUSBANP HAS
BEEN HONOUREP By

ARE YOU ALL yES, vES 1 PON'T
RIGHT P WORRY ABOUT ME+
IT’S THE

HIM P

OH, WHAT MARVELLOUS N\
NEWS »ER, FOR WHAT
PIP THE KING HONOUR

= ¥
' S " ht - 1
5 W ) rl
L k O 3 T
e e [ Ak
1 . I | s i
] P e R | i
L - R Er e
. o o gl
it B ¢
P b P
! e 1
; 3 -..1_
e . LUl
T
B ol Bk R
& B -4
i ) | |
L |
=l
|
N
A ‘T L5

FOR HIS Y




THE HIDDEM MEANING

POETRY P

P"r"“ THE KING WAS SO PLEASED
| [WITHIT THAT HE PRESENTEP |
| [M¥ HusBANP WiTH TWO

YES. HE RECITEP
ONE OF HIS FOEMS
TO THE KING.

ISN'T ITP IF FROM NOW ON
YOU'LL EXCUSE | WON'T HAVE
ME, | MUST RUSH| |A MOMENT’'S s
_ - REST. EVERYONE | |52
WILL WANT TO /L8 s 1 1
MEET M A ' ;
HHEEHNP g :

- T ML
1] 85 | .l. . .
A
e R P e I
T i
L B
o
R e |
P
B i ) e f
-.. I} F" L ] III

pritepis IT’S ALL BECALISE
- O=3) OF THAT PIM-WITTEP
~ M\ HUSBANP OF MINE 1IF
ONLY HE WOULP
PO SOMETHING
= SPECTACULAR!

ANP FROM Now on sHE'LL ikl
BECOME EVEN MORE 1 it
INSUFFERABLE. ‘ |

il

= e £ J
] =

—

15



amar chitro katho

-;_::_"—: HAVE YoU HEARED
; S e

TComEs
i

CUR GOOF NEIGHBOUR
HAS BEEN HONOLURED
e SEEN HONC

COINS FOR A POEM HE

HAZ WRITTEN §

. r/—"f’f

—
_‘nih-:-:h .

ol
coNel
oINS !

. PEOPLE ARQUNP US
/ﬁ;: HAVE BECOME RICH
. BN FAMOLS
I ..- = AN 22

i

AT
HAVE 70U
COOKED

ok




IIIHW
ALL YOU CAN
THINK OF IS
Focp !

THE HIDDEN MEANING

5 WELL, | HAVE HAP =

[ ENOUGH! 940U ARE GOING

TO SIT POWN ANP

WRITE A POEM
TOC !

BUT | PON'T MNOW
HOW TO REAP ANP
WRITE.

IF HER HUSBANE CAN
WRITE POETRY, S0
CAN You Y -

LL TEACH YOU THE
- ALPHABET FIRST, WE'LL
- BEGIN RIGHT
Now !

YOU’LL GET YOUR FOOP

AS SOON AS 70U HAVE
LEARNT THE FIRST

LETTER OF THE
ALPHABET.




CIOr LR kAt indg

| THE FIRST LETTER |
OF THE ALPHABET /

TS WRITTEN V|
LIKE +s 4 i : NOW GO TO THE RIVERSIPE
» e ] ANP PRACTISE WRITING
ITINTHE SANP !

Mw THEN SHE WOLLEL SENP MM TO THE
ERSIPE TO PRAICTIEE WRITING /7. ep———

!'r‘—‘lr’; - -

AR

r

LRy S WIEE WOULED TEACK HiM
OME LETTER OF THE ALDMHGEET s+
1

% L
Z

® ThiE FIRST LETTER OF THE SANSHRIT ALPHABET ST



THE HIDDEN MEANING

NOW WHAT PIP SHE
SAY THE THIRD
LETTER WAS P

BUT POOR BUPPHLIRAM HAP A BAZ MEMORY. | =)

,..?t

. .
. L]

WHAT E Fou
POING MY GO0
MANP

m

,«r‘"ﬁ“'

" I'
T
1::[ =

i g )

IH/ f HM X EE
[ LEARNMNING THE
—— '\ ALPHABET SO THAT
| CAN WRITE
POETRY,

- ANP PO YOoU -\

THINK EVERYONE WHO

HHI‘.'!W"E THE ALPHRABET
CAN WRITE

= \ POETRY P




T L PTG TR

HYOU NEEP NOT WHO,; WHAT.
INSPIRATION TO INSPIRATION 1S
WRITE POETRY, A FEELING! WHEN
MY FRIENP Y HOUl GET INSPIRER
% INSFIRATION! A THRILL RUNS
' THROUGH 40UR

Te WSEN HE RETLRNEES HOME

Y| |\ HE HE2 TO RECITE ALL
THE LETTERS ~H/S WiFE
MG TALUGHT MiM.

| HOPE MY
WIFE POESN'T KNOW
ABOUT INSFIRATION OR
SHE'LL MAKE ME
STUPY THAT

THE THIRD
LETTER--- 4

WHY POESN'T SHE LEAVE
ME ALONE P | WAS

HAFPPY JUST BEING
A FARMER,




THE HIDDEN MEANING

| CAN'T B0
ON LIKE THIS T
PLL ENP MYy
LIFE IN THE

RIVER !

THE RIVIER WAS ICY COLEZ SNE —
BULLHLIRAM BEGAN TO SHiveER. =

WHAT?’S HAPFENINGP 4 e PERHAFS THIS IS WHAT
WHY'S MY WHOLE BOPY = THE PANPIT MEANT By

TREMBLING P = INSPIRATION 1




amar chitra katha

WHAT A STROKE
OF LUCK!BUT NOW
THAT | HAVE GOT
INSPIRATION | MUST
WRITE A POEM {

AH, THAT CROW+-{ Y}

HE |15 SHARFENING
HIS BEAK IN

EXPECTATION OF

YO0U PIP IT IN WATER
ANEP SHARPEN [T+ AGAIN
ANE AGAIN.

Oy KALIA

| CAN REAP
YOUR
MINPT




THE HIDDEM MEAMIMNG

YOU PIP IT IN WATER ANP
SHARPEN IT, AGAIN AND
AGAIN. O KALIA, | CAN
REAP “OUR MING.

OH; WHAT A POEM?
MY WIFE WILL BE
ASTOUNPEPR |

|| BUAPHLRAM BAN HOME . WIFE |

WIFE! | HAVE
COMPOSER

iy
Ef‘u POEM!

il

YES! | ENTERED .
THE RIVER AND
SUPPENLY

e INSPIRATION 1
SEIZING THE OFPPORTLUNITY »
I-IMMEPIATELY COMPOSEFR
=== A POEM, LISTEN-

i




amar chitra katha

YOU PIP IT IN WATER
ANP SHARPEN IT
AGAIN ANP AGAIN,

O KALIA,
| CAN REAP YOUR

WHAT
Fo you
THINK OF
TP

FPERMHAPS IT IS

OF COURSE, IT IS !
| HAP INSPIRATION

| TELL You !

{ A POEM. WHO CAMN
i TELL” PERHAPS

THE GOPPESS
HAP PITY ON

ON ME ANP
M THE wavy

_ THE KING,

WELL, NOW THAT 40U HAVE
A FOEM; 70U’P BETTER GO
TO THE PALACE ANP

RECITE IT BEFORE




THE HIDDEN BAEAMING

WHEN HIE GOT THERE —

| HAYE COME
TO RECITE

BEGUN.

BLPLHLRAMN WENT WV ANE TOOK H/S PLACE
AMONG THE FPOETS. ] =

i

:

SOME OF THESE MEN WERE FAMEL )
THROLSHOUT THE LANE ANP THEY RELEP THE
ALPIENCE SFPELLBOUNS.

BLIPLHLIRAM WAITED IMPATIENTLY FOR HIS TLRN, BNVALLY || & NOW THE#LL
THE LAST MAN FINSHED HiS REC/TATION. | —— | KNOW WHAT REAL

POETRY IS,




amar crutra I-.ut

COMPOE!TION W A LOUEP SOOVMING VOICE,

BUELHLIRAM CLEARED MIS THRORT, THREW
OUT HIS CHEST ANZ BEGAN TO RECITE HIS

]

AND SHARPEN IT
O KALIA,

] P 2h
2 ? ""-'i'-.j"'-l':‘a.l E:'i"-

h.

A

= iy
TN

YOl PIP IT IN WATER =
AGAIN ANE AGAIN. "=

THE WHOLE AUSYENCE BLURST

e BUT THE HING MAINTRINER |
A FISCREET S/ILENCE,

OLT LARLIGHING r++ Jiis

NO ONE WOULP
PARE TO COME HERE
ANP RECITE SUCH
NONSENSE UNLESS
THERE WAS SOME
MEANING IN THE
WORPS.

ANP THE
MAN APPEARS S50
CONFIPENT. HE’S
SURELY MNOT

| Ty WELL;

—— WHAT DIP You |
— THINK OF THE
POEM P




THE HIDDEN MEANING

HE PIPN’T LAUGH
WITH THE REST
OF US. PERHAPS
THE WORDPS
HAVE SOME
SIGNIFICANCE
| WHICH THE
REST OF US
MISSEP.

POEM 15++ER** PREGNANT WITH

( IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE
MEANING, MAHARA,

CAN 40U
INTERPRET
I

UH#=es HJ:F,
MAHARAJ.

CAN ANYONE
INTERPRET
THE POEMP

INTEEFPRET P
| THOUGHT

T WAS JUST
NONSENSE.

LET THE POEM BE
WRITTEN ON A BOARE
IN THE COURTYARP.

INTERPRET THE
POEM, HE SHALL

BE REWARPED COINS!
WITH TEN S0LP
COINS !
N - | ot
| I \9
| =
o {:;I 5 r
' .f 3 =
IS C pr—




LAFIT™ P Ly RLIE Ll

WHAT ABOUT ME;
MAHARA P

TOO WILL GET
FOUR REWARP=

—

q

BUPLHURAM'S COMPOSITION WAS WRITTEN
ON A HUGE Boargs AND THE B8 WaEs
SET UP IN THE CRTYARE.

Fod

BUT IN PUE

MANY FOETS ANG
SCHOLARS PLUZILEP

NER THE RHYME---

vs BUT NO ONE COULP SEE ANY ||
SPEC/AL MEANING N THE WORPS.

1

lrou P! TN WHTERIF

NP GHARPEN IT5 |-

AGAIN AND AGAIN.
O KALIA,

PAYS PRASSEL, THEN ONE MORNING,
AS THE ANG WAS BENS FREFARELD
FOR A SHAVE By HIS BAREER —

THE BRAREER FICHER
P IS RAZOR ==

I

WHAT’S THE MATTER,
KALIA P ¥0U SEEM
RATHER NERYOUS

Jase | 740
ALL RIGHT,
MAHARA.].

o2 LURERPELR [T INTO A CLR

OF WATER - [




THE HIDDEN MEAMING

s ANP BEGAN TO S5ARCEN /T,

YoU PIP 1T

SHARPEN
[Tewe

IN WHTEEHHF‘. I—-r—l— =

T

———

<=« ASAIN ANP AGAIN.
O KALIA: | CAN REAP
TOUR MINE.

FORGIVE ME,
MAaHARAJ!

-' N
IT WAS NOT MY PO WHAT P
IPEA AT ALL!
THEY ASKEP 3
ME TO PO IT!
LY

CUT YOUR
THROAT.




THAT POEM WAS
A PROPHELCY ANE
ALSO A WARNING

TO THE BARBER.

I AWM FORTUNATE

NOW.

| RECITEP IT JUST

amar - chitra Ratha

ARREST THIS MAN
ANP TAKE POWN HIS
STATEMENT.

.- 5 \ .-I-E_:L |.'

ANP SUMMON THE
POET HERE ! HE 1S
A TRUE POET. HE
\-& SEES ALLY

/T WAS THAT BLUPLHURAM BECAME A GREAT | OH, WHAT
HERO, THE MING REWAREPEL HiM HANPSOMELY | A WONPERFUL
N ME RETURNER HOME, RICH ANE FAMOLIS. MAN MY

HUSBANE 7

"-,,‘-'1.";.

T

T

'-._7?"--:}.\




Jeevan and Hanu meet the human-est creatures
THE TH'NGS DOLPH'NS DO '

- mischi §

g ' the company

- of men: Many sclentists
balmfpmat dolphins

may be among the most

intelligent creatures on

earth_ . . as intelligent as

man, L’r nat more 50, -
Anclent Greeks believed = poal.

that they were actually e
mrgarns who exchanged 1.
OF 588, assuming o -
the form of fishes. - - Eﬁ- N
e [

“Dolphins can be trained
o perform amazing
tricks. Such asg
caomplicated leaps and
jumps, spins, dives,
splashes — often in time

i to music. Or pulling 8
‘. dog on a surfboard. Or
+,.,*-. n playing basketball.

& 'HF.I

.

e~  One dolphin-trainer
e == trained his pets to tidy up
~ their pool. He would

*"‘t ©reswvand thes with Hish for

trying to mm-mun-i 3
with man%an’ﬂsis are .
studying their
language 50
that they " #g
can reply. . o=
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