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THE MARCH TO FREEDOM— 2
A Nation Awakes

Lord Curzon partitioned Bengal and united the people
of India. When appeals and petitions failed, the people
of Bengal resolved to fight. The weapon they chose was
swadeshi and the blow was aimed at European
business interests. The movement spread across the
state boundary and soon the cry, VANDE MATARAM,
came to be heard from Kanya Kumari to Kashmir.

The swadeshi movement exposed the inherent
weakness of a foreign power govermning India. It also
helped the people to discover their strength. Swadeshi
enterprise and national education were the direct
offshoots of this movement.

The movement caused a vertical split in the Indian
MNational Congress. The extremists—those who be
lieved in agitating for their rights—parted company
from the moderates, who continued to believe in
petitions to the government. This period also witnessed
a spurt in revolutionary activities. And perhaps, a more
tragic development was the communal colour given to
the conflict between the landlords and peasants in

Bengal.

In spite of these internal differences, the people of India
continued the struggle till the partition of Bengal was
annulled. : '

We have referred, among others, to the following
books in preparing this volume:

1. Communalism in Modern India—Bipan Chandra 1984.
2. Gopal Krishna Gokhale—T.V. Parvafe 1959.

3. History & Culture of the Indian People, Volume XI—
Gen. Ed. R.C. Majumdar, 1969.

History of the Freedom Movement in India Volume Il —

Tara Chand, 1972.

India Under Morley & Minto— M.N. Das, 1964
Indian Unrest— Chirol Valentine, 1910 -

India Wins Freedom —Maulana Azad, 1959.
Lokamanya Tilak— Dhananjay Keer, 1959

Muslim Politics, 1906—1946—Humayun Kabir, 1969.

Speeches of Gokhale, 1966.
- he Swadeshi Movement in Bengal, 1903-1908, Sumit

Sarkar, 1973.
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OUR NEXT RELEASE ON:
May 15, 1986
Mahabharata—15
A HALL FOR YUDHISHTHIRA .
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E MARCH TO FREEDOM |~ A NATION AWAKES

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY BENGAL
PRESENTED A PICTURE OF UNITY IN DIVERSITY . RICH AND

| POOR, EDUCATED AND UNEDUCRTED, BROARD-MINDED AND

| NARROW-MINDED BELONGING TO BOTH HINDU AND MUSLIM
COMMUNITIES WOULD SINK THEIR DIFFERENCES AND
WORSHIP VILLAGE DEITIES - -

« WORK IN THE FIELD TRANSEPLANTING e AND OFFER PRAYERS AT THE DARGAS OF
WE SAPLINGS - - [ . Birs™ J I
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SOURCE . IMPERIAL GAZETTEER OF INDIA, 1909 PG. "~
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THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

AND BENGALIS WERE A HIGHLY POLITICALLY CONSCIOUS
PEOPLE .

WHEFRE 1S THE INDIAN
g GOVERNOR OF A BRITISH
STANDARD FROM THE PUNJAB | [ PROVINCE ? WHERE IS THE
IN THE EAST TO KABILL IN INDIAN COMMANDER QF R

THE WEST, BECAME A smnan DIVISION ? WHERE

HINDU GOVERNOR IN THE § IS THE INDIAN ADVIGER
OF A BRITISH
VICEROY T

RAJA MANSINGH, WHO
CARRIEP THE MUGHAL

HEART OF A MOHAMMEDAN £
PDPU LATION.

LORD CLURZON, THE BRITISH VICEROY, 1
HAD OF COURSE NO INTENTION OF
APPOINTING OUE COUNTEYMEN TOD
HIGH PH.ELJE OFFICES.

-+- THEY POSSESS
PARTIY BY HEREDITY,
PRRTLY BH UPBRINGING,
PARTLY BY EDUCATION,
THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE
PRINCIPLES OF GOVEENMENT,
THE HABITS OF MIND, AND |
THE VIGOUR OF CHRRACTER ,a'
WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL
FOR THE TASK .

THE HIGHEST

RANKS OF CIVIL

EMPLOYMENT IN INDIA
MUST BE HELD BY

ENGLISHMEN FOR
THE REASON THAT:...

SURENPREANATH BANEERJ! —
FORPULARLY KNOWN AS

‘SURRENDER - NOT- BANERJI'
THUNDERED —

| PROTEST
AGARINST THIS
ASSUMPTION OF OUR
FACIAL INFERIORITY.

ARE INDIANS INFERIOR
TO EUROPERNS?

N —
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A NATION AWAKES

—

THE GROWING EXPECTATIONS OF ' THE BRITISK OFFICIALS REVIVED
R COUNTRYMEN CAUSED THE PROPOSAL OF REORGANIZA-
WSMAY AMONG BRITISH TION OF PROVINCES.

WFICIALS.

BENGALIS!
THEY ARE THE
CHIEF
CULPRITS.

TRANSFER ERST BENGAL
TO ASSAM AND FORM A
NEW PROVINCE OF EASTERN
BENGAL AND ASSAM.
L5 MUSLIMS WILL FORM
e THE MAJORITY IN THE
s NEW PROVINCE.

THE REAL PANGER TO
UR RULE IN IN[AA
COMES FROM THE
EPUCATED INDIANS
WHEN THEY ADOPT
WESTERN IPEAS OF
AGITATION -+

ﬁuh

IN THE OLD

PROVINCE
BENGALIS WILL BE

OUTNUMBERED BY
BIHARIS AND

OUR BENGALI BRETHREN HELD PROTEST MEETINGS. TNEY
SENT A PETITION SIGNED BY OVER 75,000 PEOPLE TO
THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT IN LONDON. THEY TOOkK OUT
PROCESS/IONS.

=

el A UNITY W
&= |5 STRENGT H
-

BENGAL \
INITEDR? 1S A
MIWER. BENGGAL
HIDEL wWiLL
FULL IN SEVERAL
RECTIONS.

F W1 = | JI. e (1] # ¥
amar chitra katha 3




THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

BUT LoRD CURZON REMAINED UNMOVELD BIPIN CHANDPRA PAL, ONE OF THE LEADERS, WAS

_ A BITTER MAN. | T
IF WE SHOW OUR "

WEAKNESS BY YIELDING
O THEIR CLAMOUR
WE SHALL NOT BE
ABLE TO DIVIDE

IF ANYTHING COULD PROVE THE
UTTER FUTILITY OF OUR S0 -
CALLED METHOQPS OF LB
CONSTITUTIONAL POLITICAL
AGITATION =+« THE HISTORY OF
THE AGITATION AGARINST THE

PROPOSAL TO PARTITION
BENGAL HRS DONE IT.

TURN AWAY FROM OLD-STYLE
- _ POLITICS, TRYING IN VAIN T0
IF A TREE WERE gﬂ PLACATE THE FOREIGN RULER
PLEAD WITH THE MAN — AND TALKING BIG IN A FOREIGH
YOUR BLOWS WILL .
LANGUAGE . GO TO THE

KILL ME — WOULD IT VILLAGES

BE SPARED? :

i
o
§

L TILL THEN THE USUAL PRACTICE WAS TO
i MEETINGS IV CALCUTTA AND OTHER TOW

* | SUBMIT PETITIONS IN ENGLISH AND DELI
- | TALKS IN ENGLISH.

VOLUNTEERS BEGAN TO MOBILIZE PUBLIC OPINION
IN VILLAGES AND SMALL TOWNS. |

s n . : e e BOYCOTT
*/ FIRANGEES ARE A NATION I g - MANCHESTER
OF MERCHANTS.THEY _ e AN 2 CLOTH. PRACTISE
UNDERSTAND ONE ﬂ}' A e SWADESHI ... WE
k. ; g b

LANGUAGE. BOYCOTT.

WILL UNITE
DIVIDED BENGAL.

da e chatro Foaotblae




A NATION AWAKES

PRAYERS AGAINST PARTITION WERE HELD IN
ISQUIES IN MYMENSINGH, BARISAL AND

==~ AND AT KALIGHAT TEMPLE, CALCUTTA —

/;THEE,ETHMD:MG

BEFORE 40UR HOLY
PRESENCE | TAKE A VOW
TO BOYCOTT FOREIGN
GOOPS AND APHERE TO
THE PRINCIPLE OF

SWADESHI.

—_

A =

e

i
r[!‘_lhlfllfdﬂ!.

WNDL ANG MUSLIM STUDENTS

F CALCLITTA MAEBCHED HAND

IEADER, ABDUL RASL/IL
VECLARED —

AT |

i

,._r.‘,rl

“l":: O " |

IV HAND AND HELD A 10,000 —
TRONG RRLLY WHERE THEIE

WE,BOTH HINDUS AND
MUSLIMS, BELONG

T0 THE SAME MOTHEPR —

THE
PARTITION WILL
COME INTD

EFFECT ON
SIXTEENTH
L. OCTOBER>®

IN THE YEAR 1905

AND POET RABINDRANATH SPOKE FOR ALL

BENGAL— <
b

WE WwWiLL OBSERVE
SIXTEENTH OCTOBER |
NOT AS PARTITION

DAY BUT AS UNITY

Ll i
= N

=L el




THE MARCH TO FREEDOM
PABINDRANATH TAGORE PASKHED INTO

THE NAKHODA MASJID --.

-

16TH OCTOBER, 1905. MEN AND WOMEN, RICH ANP POOR,
HINDUS AND MUSELIMG WALKED BAREFOOT TO THE BANKS OF

THE GANGHA AND EXCHANGED RAKHIS.

BROTHERS,
LET US REMAIN
UNITED!

N LY TRTN 4 Vanrmmy A, —
- - -

'l: t'l_,ﬂ'ﬁ

RAKHIS WERE TIED TO THE POLICEMEN
AND EVEN TO THE EUROPEANS,

e EMBRACED THE MULLAS AND TIED RAKHIS
TO THEIR WEISTS. |—

: TARAN
' 7 BROTHERS, BgHPE MA

\\ LIVE
. UNITED.

BROTHEKS,
LIVE
UNITED!

amar chitra katiha




A NATION AWAKES

EOPLE BOYCOTTED FOREIGN GOODS. MiLL CLOTH FROM BOMBAY AND AHMEDABAD COULD NOT
it ! e MEET THE DEMAND. OUR PEOPLE APPROACHED THE
f NO,SIR e VILLAGE WERVERS .
¥ = -

MANCHESTER

CLOTH 1S NOT ‘ z WHAT! 90U WANT
FOR ME.SHOW |l Frepract=— HANDLOOM

! : i) i N . CLOTH!
 ME SWADESHI |12 SR (NG -

A e 5
| ol o | L 1ES
bty e Ful | : TONS AND

......

THIS MILL '
9ARN 1S COARSE!
| WISH 1I'D
FRESERVED THE
CHARKHA.

[

CHARKHA WITH WHICH

LB “arN WAS SPUN WAS

B HARD TO FIND. WEAVERS
B 1AD TO USE MiLi-MADE
SREN,

WS MEN AND WOMEN DISCARDED CHEAP GIVE THE PLACE
0 FINE MANCHESTER CLOTH IN FRAVOuR OF OF HONOUR TO THE
ARGE HANDLOOM FABRICS. COARSE CLOTH,

SISTER.THIS IS
THE GIFT OF THE
MOTHER T0O
POOR TO OFFER
A BETTER ONE.

90U SAY IT 1S COARSE.
I SAY IT IS BEAUTIFUL.
IT 1S OURS!

# .-"....I 'I} l

THYS THE SWADESH] MOVEMENT FE WUED THE
INDHYGENOWLS HANDEOOM INDLISTRY.

amar chitra katha B ;




THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

| PRIESTS REFUSED TO TOUCH l

WOMEN REMOVED THEIR BANGLES.

THIS 1S
THE VILAYATI

GOD WILL BE DISPLEASED
BANGLE.

IF 90U OFFER VILAYAT!
MATERIAL. 3

WHAT TO RO. AND THEY REFUSED TO

SWADESHI CIGARETT-| | TOUCH ROREIGN LIQUOR. /
d{ ES ARE ALWAYS IN :

SHORT SUPPLY.

7> 4 12 ) ¢

WOMEN WANTED SWADESH! MATCHES.

CHILDIREN WANTED SWADESHI PAPER,
SWADESHI INK AND SWADESHI NIBS.

— ——

=———' ISTEN TO ME, CHILD.
' THESE NIBS BRERE.
4OUR HAMDWRITING
. WILL BE SPOILED.

490U"'D BETTER

GET ME SWADESHI
MATCHES. OTHERWISE
40U MmAY HRVE 10
G0 WITHOUT
FOOD.

WHAT | WRITE
WITH SWADESHI
MIB IS THE MO%

BEAUTIFUL

WRITING.

E

amar chitra katha




A NATION AWAKES

A CHAIN OF SWADESH! STORES CAME INTO TO PUT A STOP 70 MALPRACTICES SEVERAL SAMITIS
SCRUPULOUS TRADERS DID NOT HESITATE TO | | GOODS AT COBT PRICE.
HIKE THE PRICE OF SWADESHI GOODS THAT :
| GOD BLESS 40U, SON.

WERE SCARCE. T
' i e AT LAST | GOT THE
il 40U HAVE TO PAY '\ : o SWADESH! GO0DS
MORE IF 40U WANT = ! E we A FRIR PRI
SWADESH| GOODS. - . j J1 -
2N l Lt | NSV 7, '
.' r ¥ ‘ -y [
-9 o Liw | M : n
\ ——
E SAMITIS ORGANIZED
TINGS, TOOK OUT .
ESSIONS , DISTRIBUTED
TOTIC LITERRTURE.
| [
i b RSN il E
- M;{TP\ L
@I
\\i 15 ' -
gy
] oy H g }
[
\\ f & & !
- - =
ER, THE LT. GOVERNOR OF JHE NEW THE HEADMASTERS OF SCHOOLS e l
INCE OF EAST BENGAL, WAS ALREMEDR RECEIVED CIRCULARS FROM THE o
GOVERNMENT ASKING THEM TO || ===l =
STUDENTS ARE THE \ TAKE STRICT ACTION AGAINST | ——
BACKBONE OF THE OFFENDING STUDENTS.
SWADESHI MOVEMENT. = Q.
WE MUST PEREVEMT

THEM FEOM JOINING
IT.

amar chitra katha



THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

KBLIPCASANNA DASGUPTA, THE HEADMASTER OF
MADARIDLIR SCHOOL, CALLED A MEETING OF HIS

THE GOVERMMENT
HAS BANHNED THE
RAISING OF THE
SLOGAN—

BRANDE MATAREAM.

| PO HOT KNOW
WHAT 40U HAVE TO
Shy. AS FAR AS | AM
CONCERNED | HAVE
ONLY TWO WORDS
TO SAY.

Al
;:l:ll"l | 3

STUDENTS CHEERED THEIR HEADMASTER AND
RESPONDED IN SIMILAR WORDS.

THE SCHOOL. |

g

¥ NOW |IN BANGLA. DESH

X AT U LT = - -
AT RANGPUR™ 263 BOYS WHO :F'T r;';“"t“ WE WANT SWAPESHI
DEFIED THE GOVERNMENT ORDER (ERW . .oc 1pppy SCHOOLS WHERE |
AND ATTENDEL SWADESH! { WE DON'T HAVE TO PATRIOTISM 1S NOT $
MEETINGS. WERE THROWN OUT OF | ATTEND THE CONSIDERED 111
L | /R GOVERNMENT A CRIME- _~

amar ¢hitra katho

§ - CANGDUR HAD THE DISTINCTION
—_ | oF seTrinG up THE FIRST
| NATIONAL SCHOOL.




A NATION AWAKES

MIONAL SCHOOLS SPRANG UP| | ... AND IN DHALGRAM THE
|CITES, TOWNS AND NATIONAL SCHOOL WAS
IGES. AT RAMARA IN THIROWN OPEN 70

.:'....r.r. K, CLASSES WERE HHMHE;HHEEHS‘.*

BELD AT THE HOLUSE OF A
: GLiM s

I

-

COME , =

CHILDREN,

COME .
L

D POET RABINDRANATH CONTINUED
6 WORK AT SANTINIKETAN.

i

L]
3

IN CRALCUTTR TWO INSTITUTIONS
CAME INTO BEING — THE NATIONAL
COUNCIL OF EDUCATION AND THE
SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF
TECHNICAL EDUCATION. THOUSANDS
OF STUDENTS BOYCOTTED OFFICHAL
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND
SOUGHT ADMISSION TO NATIONAL
SCHOOLES AND COLLEGES.

OUR COURSE IS | HAVE NO
NOT RECOGNIZED INTENTION OF
BY THE GOVERNMENT, | BECOMING A
90U WILL NOT GET GUMASTR IMA
JOBS IN THE GOVERNMENT
GOVERNMENT. OFFICE, SIR.

THE BRAHMAMNAS.

A SECT OF SHUDRAS wHO WERE ELEVATEP IN THEIR SOCIAL STATUS BY THEIR LONG ASSOCIATION WITH 1';




THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS MET AT VARANAS!|
IN 1905. SURENDRANATH BANERJI RECEIVED A

STANDING OWMATION. -

{ LORD CURZON HAS
sOUGHT TO BRING RBOUT
THE PISINTE GRATION
OF DUR RACE. HAS
HE SUCCEEDEDR?

NO!

P SWADE SHI
HE HAS BUILT BETTER YES. THE ENTIRE NATION TOOK U
THAN HE KNEW.HE HRS fﬁﬂ BOYCOTT OF EUROPEAN GOADS. -
MADE US A NARTION. THE .
MOST REACTIONARY OF THE
INDIAN VICEROYS WILL GO jﬂ'ﬁ'l : o= ey
POWN TO POSTERITY AS [ s ¥
a THE ARCHITECT OF S
THE INDIAN LIFE. % . 3
5 B
I /]
4 1.5 AND EVEN IN SOME AREAS OF
IN MADRAS WOMEN OPTED FOR W IN PUNJAB, U v EV " AL A Ao
SWADESHI FABRICS AND SANG THE SOUTH, VANDE MAT, Rﬂﬂh i A
SONGS IN PRAISE OF SWADESHI. gEE 2

&
Ik
A MATARAM.
7 =\ -.:‘_, "

amar chitra katha



A NATION AWAKES

%

HEN LORD CURZON WAS SUCCEEDED BY LORD LORD MINTO’S REPLY MADE PEOPLE EVEN MORE
T, OUR BENGALI BRETHIREN HOPED THAT

FRUSTRATED AND ANGRY. A HUGE FIRE WAS LIT
HE NEW WCEROY WOULED TAKE NOTE OF POPULAR | | AT fﬂdE@E SEIARE IN EH&CHT?’H
WSCONTENT AND ANNOUNCE ANNULMENT OF

PRARTITION. HOWEVER WHEN A DELEGATION CALLED
v HIM

| AM EXTREMELY
S0RRY, GENTLEMEN:.
PARTITION 1S A SETTLED
RCT. WE CANNOT
PEOFEN THE

GUESTION.

THE ONLOOKERS THIREW .—::anw mm THE F:-EE
CHUDDARS, SALWARS, SHOES, CIGARETTES —
ANSTHING MAMNUFACTURED BY THE BRITISH.

——

EOPLE INTENS/FIED THE AGITATION. THE GOAL NOW WAS FREEDOM FROM THE BRITISH RULE AS
ONTED OUT 8Y BIPIN CHANORA PAL AND AUPOBINDO.

THE NEW MOVEMENT 15
NOT PRIMARILY A PROTEST
AGRINST BADP GOVERNMENT.

ITIS AR PROTEST ASRINGT
THE CONTINUANCE OF BRITISH
CONTROL, WHETHER THAT
CONTROL |S USEDR WELL OR
ILL, JUSTLY OR UNJUSTLY,

IS A MINOR AND

INESSENTIAL

CﬂNBiDEEHTT;/

OUR IDEAL 15
FREEPOM WHICH
MEANS ABSENCE
OF FOREIGHN
CONTROL.

amar chitra katha



THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

A LARGE NUMBER OF WORKERS EMPLOYED
IN BRITISH FIEMS STRUCK WORK, MUSLIM

DRIVERS OF THE EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY
TOOK A PLEDGE ON THE QURAN AND WALKED I}
YT TO JOIN THE SWRDESHI MOVEMENT, 4

R = [ § mauy po et M v,

=1 1
|

.

F

[THE BOWCOTT MOVEMENT WAS INTENSINED. IN CASE THEY SAW GOMEONE COMING
W LINTEERS BEGAN PEACEEL. PICKETING IN OUT OF THE SHOP — 'J
FRONT OF SHOPS . o ’ i |
I !f]fy BEEGJSEEE'E;H’T SISTER, HAVE _. =8
LES -_ . : 40U BOUGHT [T 3
|- . ' Huqﬁﬁgﬂ VILAYRTI  fe— =i

b, GOODS...

e '
.-"_ -

1

B0
v T ’/"r’
e | F 8

| o 7 _

I THE SHOPKEEPER REFUSED TO TAKE BACkKk THE GOO

(1! 1S I?IFFIEULT\IIK/ WE WILL ARRANGE

TO GET il IT FOR 90uU. PLERSE SOLD. THE VOLUNTEER WOULD BPAY FOR THE GOODS
. SWADESHI. - l\ RETURN THE | | AVD CONSIGN THEM TO THE FIRE- j ﬂ}-’ 3
h.‘-.h- ?i- i = \-\1..‘_ 4 } : - . ;:r -I .

= NO,PLERSE . THIS 1S (&
THE PRYMENT THE LAST TIME | '
FOR §OUR.... je== TOUCH VILAYATI

PR

£ m __ -y
7 i )/ £

14 . amar chitra katha




A NATION AWAKES

SOME YOUNG MEN WOULD GET
WNro AN ARGUMENT WITH ,.L_
THOSE WHO WISHED TO BuUY e

FOREIGN GOOPS —

IF 40U
YOUR MONEY MUST STILL INSIST
60 TO OUR POOE ON BUYING 40U COULD

WEAVERS , NOT TO
THE MANCHESTER
BARONS -

/~ PLERSE

,___( STAND ASIDE

WALK ON

Our
BODIES:

B

+ VILAYATI
: GOOPS--

—1  AND LET ME 1
- 1
| Sh=—
3¢ i Al
E L
g’

AT WAS THE SIGNAL FOR THE POLICE LI
1 COME RUSHING == —

\

T A ;
L-,.rl
m— - 3
Fl A
- -"f ﬁ% =
| ) RSy
—_— o)
fie : = v
o [ - .:-...--l' ¥
e = = /1
- 4 A
=N 4
r 3 l:.*_.'] I“'I-'J'i , b "':":"{ i
R = e
=2 e ] . : ATy
e, R e b 7 A
Taiti ::‘l T3 Tt 3 R
T 3 i o,
.| . :Il._ X et : - . 1 3 1'|
R . SER et -
: fi 1 e 1) .
. -?i} Ir-... :.-I- 1 F I"_.£|l_:_,... : =, o
iR gl - i’
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THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

FULLER, THE LT. GOVERNOR OF THE NEW

PROWNCE OF EAST BENGHL, Di0 NOT HESITATE
TO ADOET RUTHLESS MEﬁSMI?EE TO BREAK THE
AGITATION. j

-

YOU WILL SEE TO IT
THAT NQO ONE RAISES
THE CRY
BANDE MATARAM.

URCHING WHO SHOUTED BANDE MATARAM
WERE GIVEN A CHASE:--

PO 904 SEE . o

WHAT IS WRITTEN 1‘* '
oM THE WALL..
PULL Dﬂwr-.l

%’rﬂ

TH -F'l'T

amar chitra katha

IN SEITE OF SUCH HARSH MEASURES PEOPLE
REFUSED TO Bow Eﬂ?ﬂi’.-"b’ BEFORE FULLER. AT

BARISAL — |
/WE WILL HOLD

A PROVINCIAL
CONFERENCE ON
APRIL 14TH AND

et



A NATION AWAKES

0N THE M TH THE DELEGATES TU THE OOWNFERENCE TOOK
0uT A PROCESSION. BARRISTER ABOLUL RASUL WAS TO

BE THE PRESIDENT. HE WAS IN A CARRIAGE WiTH HIS
ENGLISH WIFE. SURENDRANATH AND OTHERS

THE POUCE RLLOWED THE LEADERS TO PASS
UNMOLESTEL. HOWEVER THEY RAISED THEIR

LATHIG AS THE YOUNGER DELEGATES PRSSEP
84. -

B VOLUNTEER CALLED
UHIT TRARANJSAN WAS

BOLVLY THROWN INTO A
ANK FILLED WITH

o AND LATHI BLOWS WERE SHOWERED ON THE

HEARING THE COMMOTION AT THE BACK
SULENDRANATH TURNELD BRCK:

NG MAN STRUGGLING IN THE TANK.

wWH4Y ARE 4OuU
THRASHING THEMT | AM Y
RESPONSIBLE FOR
THEIR BEHAVIOUR.
ARREST ME, IF 40U

el

s

“40U ARE Y 89
MY PRISONEER, | B8

Sl 2

amar chif iu::t . | 19



THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

SURENDRANATH WAS TAKEN
PRISONER AND LATER SET
EREE . ON HIS WAY BACK TO
CALCUTTA HE RECEIVED AN
ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME AT
EVERY STATION- WHEN HE
REACHED CALCUTTA IT WAS
JUST BEFORE DAY-BREAK.
OVER TEN THOUSAND PEOPLE
GREETED HIM.

WHERE HE APDRESSED A MEETING .

THE EXCITED YOUNGETERS UNHORSED THE
CARRIAGE AND DREW IT TO COLLEGE GERMARE

THE BARISAL INCIDENT ELECTRIEIEDR THE NATION.
AND LORD MINTO RECEIVEER A STRONG NOTE FR{
THE GOVERNMENT IN EM?_:. AND.

FULLER
1S A FOOL.

20

WHAT WAS THE CASE ¢
PARTITION WAS UNPOPULAR.

HOW COULD 90U PROCURE
AN ABATEMENT 2 CLEARLY
BY TRYING TO GIVE AGITATORS

AS LUTTLE TO CRY OUT
ABOUT AS POSSIBLE.

HOWEVER, THE SITUATION HAD GONE OUT OF CONTROL.,
LORD MINTO ISSUEL AN ORDINANCE RESTRICTING THE

RIGHT TO HOLEMEETINGS. BUT THE AGITATORS WERE
RERDY WITH AN ANSWER. '

ONLY MEETINGS ARE

amuar chitra katho

BANNED. NOT SINGING.
NOT FEGTIVALS.

> NOT PLAYS.
’_-_._,_ﬁ""'.-“




A NATION AWAKES

BOYE TRAINED BY LIAKAT
HUSAIN, HIMSELF A MELODIOUS
GER, WENT ROUND SINGING

= IAS = -\.-_-H"-'""" ’ E i

&

{ THE TIGHTER THEIR N
NOOSE, THE EASIER
WOULD IT BE TO BRERK f/
THE EASIER FOR US TO BE
FREE// THE MORE THEIR
EYES TURN RED, THE
MORE OUR EYES WILL
OPEN/MORE OPEN WIiLL
. | OUR EYES BE/

T -'J. Fpl'

|
‘:l":.l.-u-“;i. .'.. Lflr?"- .fJ"

| i
il

=22 WHICH THE COMMON FOLK

BEGAN TO HUM. |

ARE 40U 50 STRONG
TO SEVER THE CHAIN OF
PESTING ZfOH ! 4ou THINK
40U ARE S0 STRONG L THE

PRIDE TO BREAK AND

MAKE OUR LIVES AT witLfl
OH! TO BE S0
PROUD 40U LONG \J|

F,
-----

LET THE EARTH AND
THE WATER AND THE
RIE AMDP THE FRUITS

my LORDL Y/
LET THE LIVES AND
THE MINDS OF ALL

OF BENGAL BE HOLY,

THE BROTHERS AND
SISTERS OF BENGAL

BE ONE , MY LORDYY/

LET?SG ACCEPT WITH
REVERENCE,
CLOTH THAT OUR MOTHER
GIVES Us 1/
SHE IS PRAINED OF HER
RICHES, MY BROTHERS §/
THAT®S ALL SHE CAN
AFFORD TO GIVE US )

THE COARSE

-
TR i
IIIIi an

THE BEAUTY, THE SHAPE »
THE LOVE, THE TENDERNESS
IN THY LOVING ARMS
BECKONING TO US,SPREAD
FOR US//UNDER YOUR
TREES AND ON THE BANKS
OF 40UR RIWERS!)

amar chitra kathao



THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

FOLK TALES AND DRAMAS WERE SUITABLY AND HANUMAN
- = SET THE WHOLE
LANKA ON

MUKUNDA DAS

COMPOSED
JATRAS ® WITH

0 SERVE OUR
MOTHERLAND ERCH
ONE OF US MUST
BECOME A
HANU MAN.

A AN FOLK POET MOFIZUDDIN Bf
el COMPOSED SWADESHI SONGS IN
BAIRAGIS ANO. VAIS BEGAN T0 SING SWADESH/ SONGS. | | rRADI TIONAL FORM.

AND HISTORICAL PLAYS THAT
INSPIRED PATRIOTISM WERE g

STAGED. THEY INCLUDED
SIRAJUPDALILAN, CHHATRAPAT!
SHIVAJ, DURGADAS, PRLASIR
PRAYASHCHITTR .SABASH
BANGALI, MEWAR PATAN,

MIR IcASIM AND OTHERS. S

T -----n-.--—nr
o
i

il
— A T /& l ' | oF THESE WERE BANNED,
= — e e E il i y .
#* A EORM OF FOLK-THEATRE |N WHICH PERFORMERS COMMUNICATE FREELY WITH THE AURIENCE. -




A NATION AWAKES

AROUND THIS TIME PEASANTS NOW THESE FIRANGEES,
JRKING FOR ZAMINDARS WEREA | sONS OF DEVILS, DIVIDE THIS
RETCHED LOT ESPECIALLY GOLDPEN BENGAL..- WE HINPUS

BECH 'mr : :EIMET?; AND MOHAMMEPANS JOINTLY
BENTS FORC IP THE FEET OF THE
M BE CIRCULATEDP AMONG S

! : NOT PRY EMHEHCED

! EM' 5 L '1. 'h"i' IR o
e i o) S . .

PISCONTENT AMONG | BELIEVE THE
HE PEASANTS — A MOHAMMEDANS WILL
AJORITY OF THEM UNITE TO A MAN

WAPENED TO BE AND WILL ABSOLUTELY

WSLIMS — IN THE NEW BOYCOTT HINDUS, IF

WOVINCE MAGE 50 ORPERED BY THEIR

1. GOVERNOR HARE, LEHDEFE‘ﬁ-/
ER'S SUCCESSOR, i

RepYy. HE WIROTE TO — Ir’f

0P02 MINTO —— { i

o

WRE MET SEVERAL AS CURZON SAAB SAID THIS NEW

s/IM ZAMINDARS | PROVINCE IS CREATED SPECIALLY
NZ MULLAS TO SAFEGUARD “OUR INTERESTS.
40U MUST SPEAK UP IN

FAVOUR OF PARTITION.

amar chitra katha




THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

THE COMMON PEASANTS WERE
NOT INTERESTED IN THE
POLITICS OF PARTITION.

ALL NEW SCHEMES
BEMEFIT ONLY ONE

PERSON— THE
' ZAMINDAR ,BE HE A
HINDU OR A MUSLIM.

@y | roree. Bur musTIRN, f |
WE PAY ENHANCEDR [l s i
RATES? CAN WE
AFFORD IT<

THEY REE
MOEE LIKELY TO
FIGHT THEIR HINPU

THE ANGER AGAINST ZAMINDARS WAS ALREADY THE
IT NEEDEP ONLY A SPARK TO EXPLODE. AND EXPLODE
IT DID. MUSLIM SERVANTS DEFIER THEIR MASTERS

—

LANPLORDPS IF SO
PIRECTED.

a7

s AND PIOTS BROKE OUT IN COMILLA, MYMENSINGH Al
A COUPLE OF OTHER PLACES.

e

WERE RANSACKED, GRAIN LOOTED ANG
PROMISSORY NOTES SET ON FIRE.

HOUSES OF ZAMINDARS ANP MONEY-LENDERS

IN SEVERAL PLACES PEASANTS HAPPENELD TO BE
MUSLIMS AND THE LANDLORPS HINDUS . HOWEKE
HINDL! PEASANTS ALSE JOINED IN THE PLUNDER
AND MUSLIM PEASANTS DIP NOT HESITATE IN
LOOTING MUSLIM LANDLORDS.

| IT WAS A CASE OF PLUNDE
OF THE RICH BY THE POOR

amar chitra katha



A NATION AWAKES

W HEARING THE NEWS OF THE RIOTS,
NLIAKAT HUSAIN RUSHED TO MYMENSINGH.

NO)-

WE WILL NOT
PERMIT 90U TO
TALK TO
ANYOMNE . FIFST
WE HAVE TO

THE POLICE FOUND URDY PAMPHLETS.

THESE URGE THE
MUSLING TO STOP
ASSAULTING HINDUS
ANDP INSTEAD UNITE TO
FIGHT THE COMMOM
EMEMY — THE

THROW HIM
AINTO
PRISON.

THE BRITISH OFFICIALS WERE HAFPY.

SEVERAL NATIONAL LEAPERS BLAMED THE
GOVERNMENT FOR INCITING THE MUSLIMS.

THE RIOTS PROYE
ONE THING. MUSLIMS
ARE IN FAVOUR OF

PARTITION.

L
e e T TR

———
. * =
B e e

e

=

THEY WANT TO
DIVIDE US S0 THAT

THEY CAN FULE.

Pl gl [

I|II

ll
|
¥

MGORE DECLARED —

THAT THE MUSLIMS COULDRP
BE USED AGAINST THE
HNDUS 15 A FEALLY
NOREYING FRCT. WHO

USED THEM 1= NOT
IMPORTANT.

A GPFREAT OCEAN
SEPARATED Us
EDUCATEDP FEW FEOM
MILLIONS IN OUR
COUNTRY - - - COME POWN
INTO) THE MIDST OF THE
PEOPLE ... S0 THAT
HIGH AND LOW, HINDUS
AND MUSLIMS ANP
CHRISTIANG CAM COME
IOGETHER, MINGLING
HEART WITH HERET,

amar chitra katha 25



THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

MAD TOD FACE SOCIAL OSTRACIZATION .

TWE BOYCOTT OF EUROPEAN GOODS CONTINUED. THOSE WHO REFUSED TO OBSERYVE SWADESH y

NO, BABU. |
WON'T WASH
VILAYATI
CLOTHES.

THIS IS A VILAYAT! SHOE,
ISN*T IT 2 SORRY , SIR. |
==\ CAN’T TOUCH IT.

'/ .ﬂ!ﬂf
—

= ;
P— A

..'-;""-"

| AM SORR4.8IE. |
CANNOT GIVE 90U A HRIR
CUT. 4OU PO NOT

WERARE SWAPESHI.

T

e'e

s
L

L}

JHARES
iﬁll“-l"i |

™ 4 e

AMMA, | HAVE NO FRIENDS.
NO ONE WANTS T0 PLRY
WITH ME. THEY SRY

WE USE VILAYATI GDODS.
AMMA . .. PLERSE.

i)

MARRIAGE ALLIANCE
WITH 40UR FAMILY 7

/" 4OU PON'T OBSERVE
SWRADESGHI , PO 40U 7

—

L

-

HOW CAN WE COMSIDEE A

| S

l

THERE WERE CASES OF POOR PEOPLE SUFFEFRING
ON ACCOUNT OF THE BOYCOTT.

*

SWAPESHI MAAL
IS EXPENSIVE. |

CANNOT AFFOED IT.
HET | HAVE TO BUY
IT OUT OF FEAR.

26
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A NATION AWAKES

MEANWHILE A FEW YOUNG MEN WEFE THE FIRST EVER BOME WAS
GETTING IMBATIENT. THEY FORMED EXPLODPED BY KWUDIFAM BOSE
NPEVOLUTIONARY GROUES AND DECIDELD TO ON APRIL 30, 1908 -
pInE ALTHOUGH THEY KNEW THEY WERE

ks / o

WANY REVOLUTIONARIES WERE ROUNDED uP AND | | IN PUNE , TILAK WROTE AN : |
WIROBINDO GHOSH WAS ALSO IMPLICATED IN THE | | EDITORIAL ON THE BOMB CASE. %
(ASE . WIS FRIEND C.R.DAS SAID IN THE COURT. e

1 MY APPEAL TO 90U THEREFORE

IS THAT A MAN LIKE THIS ..- STANRS
TRIAL MOT ONLY BEFORE THIS BAR,
BUT BEFORE THE HIGH COURT OF /o
HISTORY. LONG AFTER THIS CONTROVERSY '
15 HUSHED . - THE WORLP WILL LOOK

. LIPOM HIM AS A PROPHET
@), OF NATIONALISM AND ':?

8 A LOVER OF Humnmw

GOVERNMENT ARRESTED f

e
ik ON THE CHARGES OF s /
TION. i

?:,.
ﬂ
f'
4754

L
-
waill

ﬂﬂ""'_

}.FOR ME IT CAN ONLY BE A
WATTER OF A FEW YEARS, BUT Q
UTURE GENERATIONS WILL A
0k TO <OUR VERDICT AND SEE / N
WHETHER 40U HAVE JUDGED '
WROMG OR RIGHT. THE
IERDICT MAY LIKELY BE A
ME MORABLE ONE IN THE
RSTORY OF THE &
FREEDOM OF THE ,@
HDIHM PRESS.-- _{H
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THE MARCH TO FREEDOM

TiLAk WAS SENTENCED TO
Six YEARS® DEPORTATION. ON
THE DAY THE JUDGEMENT WAS
ANNOUNCED, MILL WORKERS
IN BOMBAY DECIDED TO STRIKE
WORK. THE STEIKE LASTED

* VANDE MATARAM * WPOTE

TiLAk WAS DPEPORTED TO MANDALAY.

e

P e S

i

+ |

)

GO, TILAK, WHEREVER 40U MAY BE

SENT TO CRUSH S0UR BODPY . .-
THE CAMKER OF THE CHRINS WILL

NOT ONLY ERT INTO 90UR A
LIMBS BUT ALSO INTO EVERY
HEART OF THE COUNTRY TU &
STIR IT UP TO ITS DUTH.

40l HAVE FULFILLER HYOUR

MISSION -

| e
o 5

SIMILARLY NINE REVOLYTIONARIES OF BENGAL
WERE DEEBGRTED. BUT THE REVOLUTIONARRIES
BETRAVED NO EEAR. WHEN ULLASKAR DUTTA ON
TEIAL FOR LIFE BEOKE OUT INTO A PRTRIOTIC SONG

THE WHOLE Courer 5 L2 IN HIS HONCGUE.

BLESSED 1S MY
LIFE,; FOR | LOVE

BLESSEP IS MY
BIRTH THAT | AM
BORN IN THIS LAND,

40U, 0 MY
MO THERLAND.

ANOTHER REVOLUTIONARY, HEMACHANDRS)
LEFT FOF THE ANDAMANS WITH A SMILE M|
HID FACE. |




— e e

[ -

Ig

HOWEVER, THE SIVADESHI
MOVEMENT GRADUALLY LOST
5 VIGOUR. IN JUNE 1909

WUIROBINDO STEPPED OUT OF

E PRISON « - -

[

A NATION AWAKES

[

e AND PRUSED FOR R
WHILE. ONLY SILENCE
GREETED HIM .

(ATER NE SRID — | ———

WHEN | WENT INTO JAIL THE
WHOLE COUMTRY WAS ALIVE
WITH THE CRY OF * BANDE

MATARAM" + - WHEHN | CAME
OUT OF JAIL | LISTENED FOR

THE CRY BUT THERE WAS

INSTEAD, SILENCE. Wy

OF COYRSE THE SWADESH! MOVEMENT YD ACHIEVE
TS OBJECTIVE WHEN LORD HARLCINGE, THE NEW
WCERDY, REVOKED PRARTITION ON ASSUMPTION OF
OFFICE. THE SPIRIT OF SWADESHI AND BOYCOTT

% WOULD LATER BE REVIVER BY MAHATMA GANDHI.

MEANWHILE POET RPABINDRANATH URGED —

MOVE , O TREADERS e
OF LONG AND D!FFFELIL_ .
PATH, .. = {
MOVE BY DAY AND Fa N
MOVE BY NIGHT—
CARRY OM WITH
YOUR k | 2
VICTORY - MARCH .7
.

"'H..___‘___.
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The
Swadeshi
Enterprise

The discovery of the steam engine
which could haul railway carriages
and run textile looms, marked the
beginning of the Industrial
Revolution in Europe in the
eighteenth century. The British killed
indigenous industry in India so that
their manufacturers could find a
ready market in our country. And
they tried their best to keep India
industrially backward and dependent
on European countries for its
requirements. However, in spite of
their best efforts to keep India off
the map of the industrial world, an
industrial revolution, on a much
smaller scale no doubt, did take
place in 1905. If it was the power of
steam that launched the Industnal
Revolution in Europe, it was the
power of swadeshi which launched it
in India.

/

\

Long before the swadeshi movernent
launched, our leaders like Romesh Cha
Dutt had been advocating swadeshi

- enterprise. Kishorilal Mukherji started the

Sibpur Iron Works in 1867, and in the sa
year, a Hindu Mela was held in Calcutta
exhibit and sell swadeshi crafts. In 1893
Prafulla Chandra Ray started his company
Bengal Chemicals. Later, he said, "Our
educated young men, the moment they
came out of their colleges were on the
out for a situation or a soft job under the
Government, or failing that, in a Europe
mercantile firm. The professions were
becoming overcrowded. A few came out
the engineering college, but they too we
helpless seekers after jobs. ... What to
with all these young men? How to bring
bread to the mouths of the ill-fed, famis
young men of the middle classes?”

Prafulla Chandra Ray made a beginni
providing jobs for educated youth when i
launched Bengal Chemicals. And a few
which produced cotton yarn were functi
in Ahmedabad and Bombay long before
1905,

The swadeshi movernent came as a
in the arm for swadeshi enterprise. Our
countrymen were convinced that they
patronise swadeshi goods in preference
foreign goods, even if they were more
expensive and of inferior quality. With
boycott of foreign goods, there was a spu
in the demand for swadeshi goods, and
with ideas, money and enthusiasm, rose
the occasion. A chain of swadeshi
emporiums started marketing swadeshi
goods. There was a great demand for the
mill yarn of Bombay and Ahmedabad. B
and bell-metal utensils edged out those
made of imported enamelled metals.

In the war of nibs, swadeshi nibs em

" victorious. Swadeshi teacups, saucers,

pots, inkpots and dolls, not only captured
hearts and purses of our countrymen, th
also entered the foreign market! When
mind was full of swadeshi thoughts, could




he body be cleansed with foreign soap? No.
So foreign toilet soaps hastily made way for
swadeshi soap. And sacred fires in sanctum
sanctorums and the fires in Kitchens came to
he lit with swadeshi matchsticks. Even
smokers chose to ‘burn’ swadeshi cigarettes!
faper, candles, sugar, bicycles began to be

anufactured in our country without any
upport from the foreign government, Qur
ntrepreneurs also entered the field of
panking and insurance.

But the well-entrenched European
ompanies put up a stiff fight. When
\chamed Kalamian launched the Bengal
Steamn MNavigation Company in 1905,
European navigation companies drastically
reduced the rate for passengers. Jute mills
wned by Europeans refused to buy cargo
arried by swadeshi ships! Lack of technical
inow-how, lack of sufficient capital, stiff and
inscrupulous competition from European
ompanies and the apathy of the

government, all combined to bring pressure
on swadeshi enterprise. Many of these
enterprises died. A few survived. Despite
heavy odds, new indigenous companies did

surface. One such was the Tata lron & Steel
Company in Jamshedpur.

On the political front, the swadeshi
movement proved that Indians could fight
injustice. On the economic front, it was
proved beyond the shadow of a doubt that
Indian scientists, engineers, technologists

and workers were in no way inferior to their
counterparts in Europe and America. Yet
India remained industrially backward because
the British rulers saw to it that it remained

so. Our entrepreneurs realized that business
and industry could not flourish unless the
country became independent. What
independence means to industrial growth

and prosperity can be judged if we compare
the state of our industry under British rule with
the progress it has made since independence.

/




Swami Vivekananda played a
significant role in shaking his
countrymen out of their deep
slumber and inspired them with the
ideals of freedom and liberty. In his
whirlwind tour of the country from
Kanya Kumari to Kashmir, he took
the country by storm and his

A cloud of impenetrable darkness has at
present equally enveloped us all. Now there is
neither firmness of purpose nor boldness of

. enterprise, neither courage of heart, nor
strength of mind, neither aversion to
maltreatment by others, nor dislike for slavery,
neither love in the heart, nor hope, nor
manliness: but what we have in India are only
deep-rooted envy and strong antipathy against
one another, morbid desire to ruin by hook or
by crook the weak, and dog-like to lick the feet
of the strong. Mow the highest satisfaction
consists in the display of wealth and power,
devotion of self-gratification, wisdom in the
accumulation of transitory objects; yoga, in

r Vivekananda taught Self-Esteem 1

Excerpts from Swami Vivekananda’s writings:

Strength, take away my weakness, take away

countrymen responded to his call—
ARISE! AWAKE! STOP NOT TILL
THE GOAL IS REACHED. Although
he attained samadhi in 1902, his
words continued to inspire his
countrymen and the courage he
instilled in their hearts found express-
ion during the swadeshi movement.

hideous diabolical practices; work, in the
slavery of others; civilisation, in base imitation
of foreign nations; eloquence, in the use of
abusive language; the merit of literature, in
extravagant flatteries of the rich or in the
diffusion of ghastly obscenities!

.. .When | see Indians dressed in European
apparel and costumes, the thought comes to my
mind, perhaps they feel ashamed to own their
nationality and kinship with the ignorant, poor,
illiterate, downtrodden people of India!

.. . India! With this mere echoing of others, with
this base imitation of others, with this
dependence on others, this slavish weakness,
this vile detestable cruelty—wouldst thou, with
these provisions only, scale the highest
pinnacle of civilisation and greatness?.. . wouldst
thou attain, by means of thy disgraceful cowar-
dice, that freedom deserved only by the brave
and the heroic? O India! Forget not. . .

...that the lower classes, the ignorant, the poor, 5
the illiterate, the cobbler, the sweeper, are thy
flesh and blood, thy brothers. Thou brave one,
be bold, take courage, be proud that thou an
an Indian, and proudly proclaim: 1 am an
Indian, every Indian is my brother.” Thou, too,
clad with but a rag round thy loins, proudly
proclairn at the top of thy voice: The Indian is
my brother, the Indian is my life, India's gods
and goddesses are my God. India's society is
the cradle of my infancy, pleasure garden of
my youth, the sacred heaven, the Varanasi of
my old age.” Say, brother: “The soil of India is
my highest heaven, the good of India is my
good,” and repeat and pray day and night, "O
Thou Lord of Gauri, O Thou Mother of

my unmanliness, and make me a Man!’ ‘




