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There are many who love to tell a story and many more who
love to listen to one. And each time a stary is retold, it acquires
a newvy colour and a fresh dimension.

The grandmﬂfher who heard a story as a little girl from her
grandmaother, tells t'he same. story to her grandchild but with a
few embellishments of her own. The traveller from a distant
land who happens to hear a story in the course of his travels,
later tells it to his own . people, modifying it to make it more
dramatic or more acceptable to his audience. That is how
staries which had first been told centuries ago have been kept
-aliue and why we find recurring themes in the tales told in
different regions separated by hundreds of miles.

This Amar Chitra Katha retells two stories from John Dorairaj's

‘Miraculous Conch’, a collection of folktales published in the
Echo series of India Book House Publishing Campany, Bombay.
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| GNCE LFON A TIME THERE WHS
AMAN WEHO W9S POOR BT GENEROLS)

— " HIS ONLY COMPANIONS WERE

A CAT Aanve A Poa.

OH, THERE'S
SOMEONE AT

COME. IN.
R COME M.

USE THE WATER IM
THAT POT IF YOU WANT :
T0 HAVE A WASH FIEST.
I'LL GET YOU SOMETHING

THE MAN GAVE HIS GUEST
{1ALL THE RICE HE HAL

L
J{\_ " | coorer For mis

N COMPANIONS AND Hit—
L

-, SEIF: =




amar chetra katho

THE GUEST ATE &P EVERY GRAIN OF IT.

EARLY NEXT MORNING —

NOW IF | COULP
LIE [POWN
SUMEWHERE ...

MAKE
YOURSELF
COMROETABLE
OM THIS COT,
5= . :

¥ )| FEEL

THE CAT, THE POG AND
THEIR MASTER WENT
MHUNGRY THAT NIGHT.

REFRESHED., | AM
GRATEFUL TO YOou
FOR YOUR
HOSPITALITY.

; | B B L
[ BEFORE /| GO, FUfIRER ! } } f PROP THAT CONCH
| H'Fkﬁﬁﬁ]EFﬂ E-E el S b INTC THE POT THE
: : . |'# NEXT TIME vYou
| : COOK RICE,
v
- ,,i":/-;-\ E 1
.- (‘ ) | :
3 I i & : f_ﬂh :
oo e,
- i :-. / -"- 3
:Il-:-'l g ___.."

NHOW IF IT HAP BEEM
MONEY, OUR MASTER
COULE HAVE BOUGHT
US SOME FOOD. | AM
STARVING.




THE MIRACULQUS CONCH

) A PELICINIS AROMA
ROSE UP FROM IT

THAT AFTERNOON AS THE OLD MAN ; \ ||1- J%
WAS COOKING A MANGFUL OF RICE Ik /
WHICH HE HAD BORROWED FROM A P{F |

'
L]
%a COMCH IN AND? SEE WHAT §1 b ,
= ikl J .,

HAPPEMS .- IT MAY

- IMPFROVE THE TﬁrﬁTE -
i S

S

A e
TN .
1 _ \ ; T u‘!.'f
ke 14

L ._'I:g_'-

1
11k
Lk
L}
(i

THE MOMENT HE
PROPPED THE CONEH
INTE THE PET ...

, T T,
R
:',:,.'-'I""*_' 1.' ke |9 | .: r

| WONDPER
WHAT THE OLDP MAN -

IS COOKING ! e

e




aiviar chitra katha

MAY WE

WHAT
! ARE You
COOKING ,
FRIEMD 2

HAVE SOMET

CERTAINLY -
AS S00M AS
IT'S POME.

BUT THE APPETIZING b
AROMA KEPT ATTRACTING [y
MORE AND MORE PEOPL f;
AND THE GENEROUS o=

oL MAN 2IE NOT =
HAVE THE HEART
TO SENE ANY OF
THEM AWAY . ;
=1 Ryt Lo -
=i
o
+

80 WHEN THE RICE WAS RERADY
THERE WERE A LOT OF PEOPLE

I'LL BE ABLE
TO GIVE OHLY 4
A FEW GRAINE
T EACH OF




THE MIRACLILOUS CONCH

/ WE'LL HAVE TO GO
HUNGRY AGAIN . ALL
THIS FASTING IS BAD

FOR MY HEALTH-.-
MY FUR 1S BEGINMING

TO FALL OFF.

HERE You
ARE, SIR.

WHEN THE CLD MAN HAD SERVELD ALL

OF THEM — | _

] = EoY wnHv, THERE'S
9 STILL A LOT
LEFT!

ANP A LITTLE
FOR YoU.

HAVE SOME | | CouLP PO THE OTHERS TAaD ASKED FOR MORE. WHEN
MORE. J/WITH A SECOND| |ALL OF THEM HAP BEEN SERVEP —
HELPING TOO. : - |
THIS RICE IS
SIMPLY
PELICICUS! WHAT ! :
THE RICE 1S 4+, "\
NOT OVER

YET !




amar ¢chira katha
IT COULEP OMLY

{ BE PUE TQ THE
B COMCH. IT MUST

BE A MAGICAL i

'( QUANTITY DOES NOT "=
' SEEM TO HAVE g
; PECREASED AT ALL. )

l [ £ FacT THE ‘

EAT AS MUCH AS YOU

] HERE, MY FRIENDS. )
I'M SORRY | KEPT WANT. THERE ‘II'IJIIE.‘J:._ HJ?EE
- YOU WAITING FOR ENOLKEH RICE AS
l AS THE cONCH IS 1IN -

S0 LOMG.

pIP ¥OU HEAR
THAT 2 WE NEED
MEVER STARVE




THE MIRACULOUS COMNCH

|
EVERY TIME THE OLD MAN ﬂ’, .. PEOPLE

WOULED FLock To MIs HOUSE.

COOKED RICE.. | 5 1 :

e

COME M,
MY FRIENDS.

SOON THERE WERE S50 MANY PECPLE COMING
EVERY PAY THAT HE BEGAN TO CHARGE A
SMALL PRICE FOR THE RICE. T T 1 1.1

T
A r

gﬁah 7 | THE PEOPLE PARID
: Al T e - WILLINGLY AND HE
A : | MADE A LOT OF MONEY.

THECAT ANE THE D06 Too
BECAME FAT WITH THE GOor
FOOE THEY ATE.

f THIS 15 THE SORT
OF LIFE | LOVE.

PAYS AND WEEKS FPASSED. ONE MORNING HIS
FIRST CLUSTOMERS WERE SOME TRAVELLERS.

) 11




amar chitra katha

THEY BOUGHT A LOT OF RICE FROM HiM AND Took IT AWAY
WITH THEM . |

WHEN HE HAD TAKEN OWT A FEW
MORE LAPLES — |

[} THERE CAN BE
NO DPOUBT ABOUT

=

ARE.MY EYES 12

PECEIVING : IT HNOW. THE
ME & THE W QUANTITY HAS
RICE SEEMS ' GREEATLY

TsHING. PECREASED.

S b,

CONCH 185 GONE ! -
IT MUST HAVE
GONE WITH THE
RICE | FOLEF
AUT TO THOSE
TRAVELLERS.

e ’r- z Il
OH, MY GOD | THE i o
o ! )

THE CONCH!
WHERE IS THE




THE MIRACULOLS CONCH

THEY CAN'T

ol HAVE GOME FAR.|

= o5 | MUST FIND

THEM.

TR
o

WITH OUR
MASTER © HAFFEMEL.

HE MAY MEEL?

i

‘I
i

)

Ut 5=
Ay

THE TRAVELLERS!
LOOK FOR THE
TRAVELLERS |

MAN ANEP POG BEGAN TO SEARCH
FRANTICALLY FOR THE TRAVELLEFES.

BUT THOUGH THEY SEARCHED ALL

AFTERNOON THEY

COLILE FING NO

THEY SEEM TO
HAVE VANISHEDR
INTS THIN AlIR.




aginar chitra katha

THAT CONCH

I"LL MEVER SEE

oH, WHAT
A SAD DPAY!

PON'T TELL ME
SOMEONE RAM OFF

WHAT'S GOING ONT 18

WITHOUT PAYING. &

you STUPID CREATURE! PO YOU \
THIMK OUR MASTER WOULD RUM e

| THE COMCH 1S GONEY THE) |
b TRAVELLERS mUsT HAVE
! GOT IT ALONG WITH i
THE RICE. {{
.~ il

[

WHAT ARE

IF THE COMCH 1S
GONE, WE'LL HAVE
TO STRARVE !




THE MIRACULDUS CONCH

THE VILLAGERS WONDERED WHY THE LB
MAN HAL STOPFPELR COOKING MIS PELEC-
TABLE KRICE. SOME OF THEM WHE WENT TO
ENQLUIEE CAME BACK WITH FUZZLED
LEOKS ON THER FACES.

HE'S GoiNG
MAD, POPR
FELLOW.

— HE KEEPS MUMBLING
B, ABOUT SOME COMCH.

WHAT DOES A N
CONCH HAVE
To PO WITH

| THE MEWS SPREAD THAT
THE CLEL MAN HALZ
TAKEN LEAVE OF WIS

SENSES AND EVERY-
BOPY BEGAN AVOID-

ING HIS HUT.

S

HE GOT ON FAIRLY WELL IN THE
BEGINMNING . HE HAD MONEY AND HE

BUT IN COURSE OF TIME
His MOMNEY BESAN T2
FEEN T . =

COULED BUY THE FOOP HE WANTED.

SEE HOW LITTLE
WE'VE GOT

JUST WATCH.

IT'S NO USE
GRUMBLING ANDP
COMPLAIMIMG .

WE'LL GET LESS T-::'mﬂﬁm_:ﬂp

i, S

IT'S TIME WE DI
SOMETHING TO HELFP
OUR MASTER.

11




amar chifra katha

] T r l I.-ﬂ.l'i"l. AoIMG TO SEARCH FO
- : THE COMCH. YOU
M.FH COME IF

HE ALWAYS WANTS
> 10 PO SOMETHING .
WHY €cAN'T HE
JUST WAIT ANE
SEE WHAT HAPPENS:

THE DOG6 TOOK THE CAT To A RIVER.

| HAVE A FEELING | ;
THE TRAVELLERS B, _ B2
CROSSED OVER TO THE _»7_\_/_(_\_"- :
OTHER SIDE. THAT'S o

_ WHY OUR MASTER

AHE | COULEP NOT
FINF THEM THAT

BACK. I'LL TAKE
Yl ACROSS.

THE DOG SWAM WITH THE
E:""T TO THE OTHER SIPE.

MOW WE'LL
SHIFF EVERY
HUT IN THAT
VILLAGE.

. r':-;.“_-
R A




THE MIRACULQUS CONCH

AS THE CAT AND THE DOG WENT ROUND — 5{.—

| CAM GET A
FAINT SMELL OF
THE RICE THE
CONCH UsSEDR
TO PRODUCE.

£ et

TO BE COMING
FROM THAT
WOODPEN TRUNK.

YES, | CAN
TOO ! | THIMK WE HAVE

FOLIMD THE COMCH!

SMELL 1T

WHAT ARE

YouU WAITING CAN'T You

FOR 2 GET

SEE THAT

WE'LL HAVE TO
BREAK INTO IT
SOMEHOW . DO Youl
THIMK You coulLp
CATCH A RAT 2

THE TRUNK




amar chifra katho

OF COURSE, | couLD |
| AM OUT OF PRACTICE
BUT ... HUSH!

¥ THERE'S ONE
ves COMIMG
OUT OF THAT

WE WON'T HARM YOU IF |

ToLP. |

HAVE MERCY ON
ME, FRIEMD? CAT.
| HAVE A LARGE
FAMILY TO

LOOK AFTER.

e :-__-:'._j'}

yoU PO A5 YOU ARE |2 lSa” =

14




THERE'S A COMNCH
IN THAT TRUMK.WE
WANT YOU TO TAKE JB
IT OUT FOR US. il

THAT SHoULD
MOT BE
A PIFFICULT.

THE MIRACULOUS COMNCH

THEN GET TO WORK,
WE WILL SET YOu

FREE AS SOON AS
You FINISH.

el Bis
iy o e I
e e N S

THE RAT BEGAN TO
GMNAW AT THE TRUNK.

AFTER SOME TiME —

i LET GO OF My
ITAIL. | CAM GO
B IN NOW,

SURDENLY —

SOMEOMNE'S
COMING .
I|'."""---_

THAT RAT
POING 2

FUSHING
IT OUT.

15

GOING ON
HERE?




WHAT'S THAT
IN HIS MOUTH 2

amar ¢hitra katha




THE MIRACLILOUS COMNCH

il VI, -

ST THE cAT ANEG THE Dda
POPGEDR THE VHLAGERS ses

=er AND REACHED THE RIVER.

WE'VE DPOME
IT! WE'VE GOT
THE COMCH.

&N MY BACK
AND HOLD
THE COMCH

AS THE DOG WAS SWIMMING TO i m T

THE OTHER SIDE WITH THE CAT— S T

HEY, LOOK AT
THOSE TWo !
PON'T THEY

LOOK, FUMNY &




amar chfro kathaoa

=

HA HAHAT )} 1
W
Nora =

HEARING THE CHILDREN LAUGH, THE
CAT TOO FELT LIKE LAYGHING .

HEE HEE ...

THE POG WENT AFTER THE CONCH,
LEAVING THE CAT To FEND FOR
HERSELF.

SHE DID NOT RNOW HOW TO SWiM.
BUT SHE BEAT HER LEGS WILDLY IN

ALL CIRECTIONS ... 1

y |' A E m
L322 [l THIS 1S WHAT i)
L AND BSOMEMOW MANAGED | HAPPENS WHEM

T REACH THE OTHER SIPE. YO TRUST
e 5 A POG.




AT ] (% gl

NOW | PARE MHOT

G0 HOME. HE'LL
BLAME ME FOR THE

LOSS OF THE

THE CAT CLIMBED A TREE ANE HID
HERSELF IN A HOLLOW.

- e
RN d

b

e

f,
i,

I'LL STAY HERE FOR
A FEW DAYS TILL HIs
ANGER DIES Pownw.

_,_.anﬁ (... AND RETURNED To HIS MASTER.

MEANWHILE THE DOG HAD NOT BEEN - e e |

-:
e T

et o

ABLE TO RETRIEVE THE ONCH. HE SWAM 2 : =3 _ =

|1| HAS SHE FOUND
ANOTHER MASTER ?
OH, WELL | PERHAPS

WHERE DID
You GO 2 AND
WHERE 1S THE

SHE HAS [PONE
THE EIGHT THING.
A

et Ly |l
e LY 11 pleretty TEY |
THE XL MAN AND
THE DOG SETTLED
COWN TE THEIR LD
LIFE,




amar chitro katho

SEVERAL DAYS PASSED . THEN ONE b e

THERE'S MO FOOD
AT ALL IN THE '
HOUSE TORPAY.

HERE, TAKE THIS
TO YOUR MASTER.

THE FISHERMEN MAD CALGHT
PLENTY OF FiSH THAT PAY AND
WHEN ONE OF THEM SAW

OB, ) |

T0 THE RIVER AMND
SEE IF | CAN GET
A FISH FROM ONE
FISHER -

MEM .

whHaT a Bla N [7HE ole man was INDEED DELIGHTED.

= ( FISH HE HAS |
. pdf»;*; oy aIVEH ME . THE
LN e MASTER WILL
J :~ BE PLEASED.

I| Y| PON'T KNOW
WHAT | WouLp
HAVE [POME

WITHOUT You |




THE MIRACULOUS CONCH
THE MAN CLEANED THE FISH. WHEN HE CUT IT OPEN —

—

MOW LET's CLEAN

AMD CO0K, THIS

MAGHIFICENT FISH.
& I"

{-1| MY M 1 THINK
‘J il gmmdai! |4 1T'S THE SAME

g CONCH WHICH| ||

1S MY MOSE
PECEIVING ME




amar chitra katho

I Tvr i
i

THE OLFP MAMN HAS BEGUN ONCE AGAIN PECPLE yea W) =
TO 00K THAT SPECIAL BEGAN TO FLOCK To = 7 | i
RICE AGAIN | THE QLD MANS o &6 L {Fﬁ' ’ PLEASE
T CUARIES e e ‘. NEVER STOP
1< ] 1 e L COOKING THIS
i gy : i PELIGHTFUL
T ' RICE AGAIM.

[ Y AN
il (1 SHCATEN 5 1Y -I I .! | | [
|I’-=’ : ﬁiﬁifi@ q}fﬂ}}[ﬂ 3 |I| III.T

PON'T TELL '\,
ME THAT ! You
MUST HAVE
SMELT THE
. RICE.

THE CAT, THE DPOG AND THEIR
MASTER LIVED HAPPILY.
| EverR ArTER.




A GAME OF CHESS |

= i ol ] y
i . LR .
P = Rl
- - E -l
S
- Kt
R, - R L ey
i 2 )
i -
Ll » iy - n
3 e o g
I Y,
LS '.

N\ ONCE UPON A TIME THERE WAS A KING, HE
Was A PESPOT ANE HE MAD A STRAMNGE
METHOD OF ACQUIRING SLAVES.

ANYBOPY WHO NEELCELD MHIS WELF
HALZ T2 FLRY A GAME OF CHESS
HWATH HIM.

/1 AM NOT VERY

I | Gcoor AT THIS
GAME , YOUR
MEJESTY.

IT'S HNOT YOUR SKILL,
BUT THIS CAT'S THAT
WILL DECIDE THE QUTCOME

OF THE GAME. )

THAT POESH'T
MATTER.

IF SHE MOVES AND
PROPS EVEN OME OF
THE SEVEN LAMPS
BEIMG PLACED OM
HER TAIL, | SHALL
GRANT WHATEVER

7 40U REQUEST. ‘
G
F o

BUT IF SHE SHOULD
SIT WITHOUT MOVIMNG
TILL THE ENP OF THE
GAME , YOU SHALL

BECOME MY SLAVE.




amar chifra katha

LNFORTUNATELY FOR ANYONE WHO |
PLAYED AGAINST THE KING, THE CAT |
WAS WELL TRAINED. 5O THE KING |

NEVER LOST- T[T @g
iy i /

Yol ARE HOW
MY SLAVE ...

YV oH,¥ES ! | AM

ONE DAY A MERCHANT From |/
A DISTANT CITY CAME TC

VERY GOOP AT IT,
IM FACT. BUT WHY

| HAVE CAM YOu

THE FPALACE. |

s ‘

COME TO ASK
PEEMISSION
T0 TRAPE

PLAY CHESS?2

PO YOU ASK 2
N

EXPLAINEDR WHY —

WHEN THE MINISTER

WHAT

ILG

A STRANGE RULE!
YOu HAVE TO

PLAY CHESS WITH
THE® KING BEFORE
YOU CAN ASK




A GAME OF CHESS

| HAVE COME A LOMG
PISTAMCE AMDP

| CAMNOT GO BACK
EMPTY -HAMDED.

HE DI EVERYTHING POSSIBLE T2
PROLONG THE GAME .

SOME TIME LATER, THE MERCHANT
SAT POWN TO PLAY WITH THE KING.

=" ILL HAVE TC SEND }

| HAVE WOM.THE
GAME 1S OVER AND

THE CAT HAS
MOT M

| AM DONE |
FOR. -

L~ A MESSAGE TO MY
WIFE EXPLAINIMNG
MYy PLIGHT.




amar chetra katha

THE MERCHANT'S WIFE WAS A BRAVE ... ANP TEACH
AND CLEVER WOMAN. WHEN SHE GOT : THAT WICKEP KING

THE NEWS OF HER HUSBANE'S A LESSON. HOW
MISFOR TENE — PARE HE LET A AT

3 PECIDE MY
T
s

]

| MUST SECURE
HIS FREEDROM
SOMEHOW. ..

HUSBAND'S FATE! Y

PRESSING HERSELF UF AS A MAN, THE
WOMAN WENT T8 THE PALACE WITH
ONE OF HER SERVANTS.

' |

HOW PO
EXACTLY AS
I'VYE TOLD

cAT ! THAT
GIVES ME
aM IPEA .

| HAVE COME TO
Rt RAVOUT, HgguHJTﬁH:ﬂR
OF THE KING.' |
ANYTHING, @
B @,
i =

el 1



& G SE OF CHESS

HAYE TO

BUT FIRST YOU'LL

CHESS WITH

CHESS 15 MY
FAVOURITE

FLAY

CHESS & HOW
PELIGHTFUL!

WHEN THE MINISTER HAD
EXPLAINEER THE CONGITIONS —

e ——

15 THAT ALL? %
OH, THAT CAT
WILL COLLAPSE

BEFORE THE
GAME ENDS |

',..-—-—___H_\ < P_?_ ,1[} I

THE MINISTER LED THE
WomanN TO THE KING.

L OoYo e 5O

FOUR MAOJESTY
Jﬁ MAN HAS COME 7\
/ To FLAY WITH Yo :
i & 3]/ ] =il

a
pr—— =

T B

GOOP | SENP
HiM M.




OITYEaT O FWyIa ELILE Rl

AFTER SOME TIME, THE SERVANT WG WAs
STANDING OUTSIPE+» e b A

THE GAME BEGAN . THE KING FLAYED
CONFIPENTLY . .

THIS MAM TOO
WILL S0OM BE
mY SLAVE .-

ON SEEING THE MOUSE , THE CAT STIFFENED
AND PRICKED UF HER EARS. |
- i

... RELEASED A MOUSE
INTO THE PLAYING ROOM.

| | |4 eirree LaTeR, THE
- Vi ET ouT
‘I BUT THE KING GLARED| | oemrts e
FIERCELY AT HER AND
SHE MADE HERSELF
IMMOBILE AGAIN .

|
s
///

T




& GAME OF CHESS

AGAIN THE CAT MOVED
RESTLESSLY ...

' BETTER EMNMDP THE

- AND ALMOST PROFPPED A LAMP. )

GAME FAST. SOMETHIMNG
IS WRONMG WITH
THAT CAT TOoDAY.

=
N7

HUSBANL?
TAUGHT ME

THE KING IS
PESPERATE . NOW

| MUST BE ALERT.

THANE GO0 MY

ALL THE TRICKY

AS THE KING TRIED FRANTICALLY
TO FINISH THE GAME ...

[—=
@

29



amar chitpa katho

THIS TIME THE CAT COULG NOT e ]
RESTRAIN HERSELF . SHE JUMPED
FORWARD, UPSETTING ALL THE

e — I

| HAVE WOM.THE
CAT HAS MOVEDR AND
THE GAME HAS
I\.,.'____."“":;‘-l' EH,DEPI

WHAT PC You
WANT FROM

ME 2 | WANT You 10
' RELEASE ALL TLE
\ MEN YOU HAVE

’ LN ENSLAVED.

-"." ' .——-'
—_— -
-
: [ F T s -
THE KING HAD TO GRANT MER REQUEST [= | L= =l
AND THE WOMAN WAS S0ON REUNITED J{ v
WITH HER HUSBAND. R & =

(=1 i |
= o =
| - - i




Butterfly, butterfly come and see
My garden, my flowers and good old me
Butterfly, butterfly here are some Gems

For you, for me and all our friends. -

Qﬁm&
Chocolc
Anvthing’s possible with Cadbury’s Ges

:
5



FOR OUR YOUNG READERS

BHAGAVAD GITA or the song of the Divine One, has inspired Indians for
centuries. Its teachings are as relevant today as they were when Krishna gavi
discourse to Arjuna on the battlefield of Kurukshetra.

Now for the first time, an introduction to this great poem has been provided
the Chitra Katha form—continuity pictures full of colour and action—which
makes the message of the Gita intelligible to one and all.

ANMAR CHITRA KATHA

Available at all bookstalls or Published by :

1A 1] E. 2

3-A, Rashtrapati Huacll?uﬁlaﬂunﬂdgnhudlflﬁgélﬂsﬂﬂ- | H INDIA BOOK Hﬂ“ﬁ-E FD“EHT!GH
- ifor V.P.P orders anly] 29 Wodehouse Road, Bombay-400 033,
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