THE PARIJATA
TREE

AND OTHER TALES OF KRISHNA

THE PARIJATA TREE

When Satyabhama, Krishna's fiery wife, gets offended by the
behaviour of Indra’s wife Shachi, the two gods come to war over the
lovely Parijata tree.
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The princess Lakshmana is determined to marry Krishna. Her father
must ensure that during the swayamvara only Krishna will win his

daughter.

Sage Narada provokes Satyabhama info agreeing to give him
“Krishna, unless she can find something heavier than him. But all her
possessions fogether prove to be lighter than Krishna.
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BRAVEHEARTS INDIAN CLASSICS FABLES & HUMOUR

Buy online at www.amarchitrakatha.com

Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute fo India’s rich cultural heritage. These books
have been an integral part of my children’s early years, as they have been for mony
other families across India. Comics are o great way of reaching out fo children, inculcat- HII “
ing reading habifs and driving their quest fo learn more about our roots.” L T

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS
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THEIR CELESTIAL CITY. THEY WERE WAITING
AT THE CTY GATES TO RECEIVE HIM.

NARAKASURA AND WAS ON HIS WAY TO

NEWS HAD REACHED INDRA ANDO THE DEVAS
THAT KRISHNA HAD SLAIN THE EVIL

i

" KRISHNA
HAS

PARIJ

ARRIVED!

INPRA RUSHED FORWARPD TO GREET HIM.

You FOR SLAYING
NARAKASURA -

WELCOME, KRISHNA |
WE ARE GRATEFUL TO

X




AMAR CHITRA KATHA THE PARIJATA TREE

/ WHAT A RELIEF [T \ | m— SHACHI 15 F e i
A 15 TO KNOW THAT L e PELIBERATELY DALY
n%\ HE WILL NEVER | HAVE l ‘ IGNORING ME >
- (] AGAIN & BROUGHT BACK y -
/=i~ TROUBLE us! MOTHER >
| wb/ ADITI’S OH, THERE MOTHER ADITI
' & EARRINGS. SHE 15 | 1S5 WAITING |
: FOR YOU,
' - - KRISHNA.
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COME,
KRISHNA.

| WOULPDP
LIKE TO

MEET HER.
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SHOULD HAVE
BEEN HERE TO
RECEIVE ME

I PID HELP
KRISHNA IN
THE FIGHT.

BY HIS SIDE, FELT SLIGHTED

BECAUSE SHE WAS BEING ]
IGNORED . (= ,

/FMAY YO0U REMAIN
INVINCIBLE

FOREVER, KRISHNA.

HERE ARE
THE EARRINGS

NARAKA SNATCHED
FROM You.

—




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

AT LAST, SOMEONE| T
1S GOING TO SAY
SOMETHING

ABOUT MY ROLE
IN THE FIGHT.

==~

MAY YOU ALWAYS
REMAIN
BEAUTIFUL.

MOTHER,
WE MUST NOW
RETURN TO
DWARAKA.

»
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AND SEATED ON GARUDPA KRISHNA AND

SATYABHAMA TOOK OFF.
- |
T "

THE PARIJATA TREE

AS GARUDA FLEW PAST INPRA'S GARDEN,

S0 THEY LANDPEPD AT NANDANA .

NANDANA —

KRISHNA, LET'S
SPEND SOME TIME
IN INDRA'S GARDEN.

PARIJATA

74" R VT Yo, 1}
(774 Two went B QRNSVHNINTG
KRISHNA ROUND THE DIVINE ',{:‘; 4;}" 7\
’ ’ .
LOOK | THE | TREE. = .| "
' ISN'T IT

I ! ,

WONDERFUL ?

GOLDEN BARK ! COPPER
LEAVES | AND SucH
FRAGRANT FLOWERS!

KRISHNA,

LET’S TAKE
IT TO

DWARAKA !

NO MORTAL
MAY TOUCH
THAT TREE!

A

IT WAS THE CHIEF OF INDRAR'S GUARDS.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

THIS PARIJATA
TREE BELONGS TO
SHACHI|. KEEP OFF
IF YOu DO NOT
WANT TO PROVOKE
INDRA'S HOSTILITY.

5.
HAVE You

FORGOTTEN THAT
KRISHNA 1S THE
SLAYER OF

NARAKA ©

- .

lui’il“ .

A
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WE ARE

THE PARIJATA TREE

2 Y you Are

{[ RIGHT, KRISHNA.
THERE HE 18]

INDPRA WILL
COME HIMSELF
AND OFFER THE
TREE TO YOU,

BUT HE SEEMS

TO HAVE OTHER
INTENTIONS.

TAKING AWAY a

THE TREE . STOP
us IF You CAN.

e A
-AND REPEATED SATYABMAMA'S WORDS:

HE WAS ANSWERED BY A SHOWER
OF ARROWS...

A —

AND SHACHI IN TURN SPOKE TO
/NDRA- ! / l .2

,‘l

INPRA MARCHED TO
NANDPANA WITH THE
CELESTIAL ARMY.

1

b |
. 4
58
MERE MORTALS N\

—PARING TO CARRY
AWAY THE CELESTIAL
\ TREE ! 5TOP THEM!




AMAR CHITRA KATHA THE PARIJATA TREE

.. WHICH HE CUT INTO PIECES FASTER |— THEN A DEVA THREW A — WATCHING THEM RUN AWAY,
THAN THEY WERE SHOT. YAMA STEPPED FORWARD ALL
"z SET TO WURL M5 MACE.
BEFORE HE COULD PO 50,
HOWEVER ...

-

\

e AND ALL THAT WAS LEFT OF
YAMA’'S MACE WAS THE STUMP IN

HIS HAND . : T 7 7 m
x;\\\‘ ;\\' oh"a . .;;//— ///]
\ | .'i ‘

\\ 5

v s KRISHNA HURLED HIS ...

SEETHING WITH ANGER o AND AIMED HIS THUNDERBOLT AT

THEN HE TURNED UPON THE DEVAS...
INDRA MHIMSELE NOW NRISHNA . -

h

\
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STANDING WHERE HE WAS AS
THE THUNDPERBOLT CAME
HURTLING TOWARDS HIM. ..
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

-

-«. KRISHNA MERELY
RARISED AN ARM...

INDRA WAS HIMSELF ALL
SET 7O FLEE, WHEN —

THE PARIJATA TREE

FINDR/? SLOWLY TURNED TO FACE
KREISHNA AND SATYABHAMA -

YOou ARE THE LORD
OF THE CELESTIALS.
YOUu MUST NOT

SUFFER

HUMILIATION.

AT THAT VERY

MOMENT GARUDA
ATTACKED INDPRA'S
MOUNT AIRAVATA.

| STARTED THIS FIGHT
TO TEACH SHACHI!I A LESSON.
| KNEW SHE WAS DELIBER -~
ATELY IGNORING ME AND
THE PART | PLAYED IN THE
BATTLE WITH NARAKASLUEKA.

THE STARTLED ELEPHANT
RAN AMUCK CAUSING
PANDEMONIUM IN WHAT
WAS LEFT OF THE

CELESTIAL ARMY.

FORGIVE ME. LET THE

PARIJATA TREE REMAIN
WHERE |T STANDS.

YES, INDRA. THE
PARIJATA SHALL
REMAIN WHERE

IT STAND S. AND
PARDPON ME FOK
THE OFFENCE

| HAVE COMMITTED.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

.

| SHOULD

LAKSHMANA

HERE 1S HAVE OFFERED
YOUR . You THE
THUNDERBOLT, PARIJATA.

i 9 \

THE HAND OF FAIE
LAKSHMANA WAS SOUGHT

BY MANY A MIGHTY KING
OF THE LAND.

7'\F You HAVE TRULY | HER FATHER , BRINATSENRA, 3 T ,‘ Tvaua SUITORS ' ’
INSTEAD | CHOSE PARDONED ME, TAKE HAD ASKED HER TO | ARE GETTING | !
TO FIGHT YOU ! WELL, THIS PARIJATA TO | HHOOSE ONE OF THEM. | | IMPATIENT FOR '}
IT 1S NOT TOO DWARAKA | YOu " ﬂ | AN ANSWER |
CANNOT REFUSE! LAKSHMANA! T0 THEIR |

B

PROPOSALS.

(| — B /n DO NOT
AND 50, KRISHNA AND SATYABHAMA FLEW | R Y | == WANT TO
TO DWARAKA CARRYING THE v | l & { mppE up | \ L MARRY ANY
' gl | | et ——\_OF THEM.
«{ .




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

MY HEART
IS SET ON
MARRYING ...

\

\

p
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DISAPPROVE,
FATHER 2

OF ALL THOSE
KINGS, EACH ONE
OF WHOM WANTS

l

.-+ KRISHNA.

KRISHNA,
THE
YADAVA 2

D

HIM AS A
PERSON.
, 1| HAVE A
. GREAT
| REGARD FO
HIS PROWESS
/' IN ARCHERY.
| WAS ONLY
WORRIED

LAKSHMANA

—

WITH A CONT

WE WILL HOLD
A SWAYAMVARA

EST.

14

BUT, PON'T
WORRY, LAKSHMANA]
| HAVE FOUNP
A WAY OouT.

|

A CONTEST IN
WHICH ONLY ONE
CAN EMERGE
VICTORIOUS AND
CLAIM YOUR

YOUR KR;@

|

OH,
FATHER/!

EXPL RINED THE RULES.

.r" v r"'
@ff

INVITATIONS WERE SENT TO ALL
THE SUWITORS AND TO KRISHNA.

WHEN THEY ASSEMBLED FOR Ag
THE CONTEST, BRIHATSENA

~LJ
-

0\

o

#'% .

REVOLVING MACHINE.
40U HAVE TO LOOK
AT ITS REFLECTION

IN THE WATER
BELOW...

THE FIsH IN TH
MACHINE.

=)

\

l

15
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

[
THE CONTEST TURNED OUT TO BE

EXTREMELY DIFFICULT. MANY COULD NOT

— A ——

r THOSE WHO COULD, FOUND IT IMPOSSIBLE

TO SIRING IT. I

EVEN LIFT THE BOW.

THOSE WHQO SUCCESSFULLY
STRUNG IT coudLo NOT

SHOOT STRAIGHT.

WITH A SMILE ON
HIS FACE HE
LIFTED THE BOW
WITHOWT ANY
EFFORT, STRUNG
IT WITH EASE...

...LOOKED AT THE REFLECTION, {I—AB
TOOK AIM... ol 14 |




LAKSHMANA

FiISH CAME DPDOWN IN PIECES.

|...AND LET GO | = ]
THE ARROW. ,’//’% ‘,"s
ST e

‘.\‘3\\

— —‘b——*

HIS AlM WAS PERFECT AND THE

| AFTER. TAKING LEAVE OF HER LOVING, | r

. TO DWARAKA , WHERE ;

 RESOURCEFUL FATHER , LAKSHMANA GOT | | RUKMINI AND SATYA -
INTO KRISHNA'S CHARIOT, WHICH —w—— |BHAMA WERE WAITING H

TOOK THEM... [T 7 o TO RECEIVE THEM.

[ —— . A
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e WHEN — |
o ! i
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NARAYANA) )
NARAYANA ¢

SAGE Y0
NARADA! |

PLEASE DO ME
THE HONOUR OF

ACCEPTING A
. GIFT FROM ME.

|

" TULA = WEIGHING SCALES; BHARA = WEIGHT

TULABHARA'

—" & —.é.

ONE MORNING ,5ATYABHAMA
WAS GIVING AWAY ALMS...

YOU HAVE

AT AN AUSPICIOUS J |
MOMENT !

COME ¥

O T T W — .

Y PLEASE TELL ME i ?—3
WHAT | CAN GIVE YpUu

THAT IS WOKTHY
OF BEING
ACCEPTED B4 You.

—




TULABHARA

WILL YOU GIVE
ME WHATEVER
| ASK ©

THEN GIVE ME
WHAT IS MOST

PRECIOUS
TO you !

[ saTyaBHAMA
TOOK NARADA
T0 A ROOM.

-

THESE ARE ALL N
MY MOST PRECIOUS
ORNAMENTS AND

JEWELS.

LA AP AT

a8y il
v !?m:x

T r

——

—

WHICH ONE WOULD
YOUu LIKE TO HAVE,
HOLY ONE ©

| TOLD You
TO GIVE ME

WHAT 19 MOST
PRECIOUS...

MOST PRECIOUS

...OR THIS
CELESTIAL
GEM 2

IS THIS NECKLACE

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

WHAT DO
YOU CONSIDER
MOST PRECIOUS

l...WELL...
WHAT 15 MOST
PRECIOUS...
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~ %

ISHNA |

/' THERE YOU ARE, )

-~

. SATYABHAMA. MY

1

\ QUESTION 1S

ANSWERED.

EXPLAINED |
THE 5/;%%;05 : ] WILL DO
oy WHAT You

WHEN NARADA |8

T

WANT ME TO,

| —

| &

‘1)

ME TO GO
AWAY Wi

DO Yyou WBNT}
™™
NRRH[)Ay

[ ol

I05)

(o

—

— ——

<

PLEARSE DON'T |
ASK ME FOR [ i
KRISHNA. /4

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

r

PLEASE ASK
FOR SOMETHING
ELSE. ANYTHING
BUT KRISHNA.

WELL IF YOU LOVE
HIM S0 MUCH, GIVE ME
SOMETHING WHICH 15

EQUAL IN WEIGHT ToO
HIM.

THANK You,
O SAGE.

=

KRISHNA
CANNOT WEIGH
MORE THAN ALL
THE GOLD | HAVE.

o

Os N
D &
Sadpy |
>

N

L

A BALANCE WAS BROUGHT.

/ KRISHNA , PLEASE
SIT ON ONE OF
THESE PANS.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

TULABHARA
[ T L | HEN RUKM | i
(SATYABHAMA PILED HEAP | 4 _ | B G s | B
|\ AFTER HERAP OF HER JEWELRY | JA 5 - KRISHNA'S SENIORMOST
| 5'!‘7::" THEVOTHER PRN : ':J' CONSOQT HP'DEHPEO ON THE _ Lr
'% ' ir — \.\\:- ‘a- SCENE. r a
: - M H
KRISHNA! !
£ —
4
‘:—-<:;

- —
» Fsm YABHAMA TO
T
BHAMA | WHAT HER ALL .
1S GOING ON
HERE
EVERY SINGLE '
PIECE THAT
ECE TH ... AND | HAVE
NO MORE
ORNAMENTS,

\ o gl
-
._/

,&(1

| \ 8 LITTLE LATER — ] SHE HAD PUT ALL THE GOLD,JEWELS AND

| - - ORNAMENTS SHE HAD ON THE PAN.BUT HOW COULD

| THE PAN ON WHICH KRISHNA SAT DID YOU USE GOLD SATYABHAMA ,
NOT MOVE EVEN A HAIR’G BREADTH OFF AS A MEASURE ! EITHER HONOUR

THE GROUND .

Y WHAT DO
| DO NOW @

W 259

JOUR PROMISE...

/,
=




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

WITH ME.

TULABHARA
r 1
KRISHNA !
...OR ALLOW
ME TO TAKE
KRISHNA

KRISHNA IS NOT A

COMMODITY TO BE

POSSESSED,
EVALUATED

AND DISPOSED
OF,

TO BID HIM

WAIT ! REMOVE
ALL THE GOLD AND
JEWELS FROM

THAT PAN

MINI'S ORDER WAS OBEYED.

1Rux

l‘ |

T

\

IF AT ALL HE HAS 1O BE
EVALUATED, ONLY THE POWER
OF HIS OWN NAME UTTERED
WITH SELFLESS LOVE
P m—— g v

KRISHNA ...
KRISHNA...

RUKMIN! THEN PLACED A Tulsi!
LEAF ON THE EMPTY PAN.

D ———— gl

7 1

‘ |




TULABHARA

[ 4s x&isna sTEPPED DOWN,

NARARDA PICKED UP THE
TULS! LEAF AND TURNED

}:TO SATYABHAMA.

JINNING OF AN EPIC SAGA
BALA KAND

Yy

THIS WAS WHAT
| BOUGHT, SATYABHAMA.
THIS SYMBOL OF DIVINE

LOVE AND DEVOTION.
| NOW TAKE LEAVE
OF You.

V-7 The divine story of

// a - v - o
8 g | Rama's birth
' ‘ ] \ OH, SISTER ! UNTIL TODAY _".' %
| WAS PROUD OF ALL M % ok
-2 C == WEALTH ... PROUD THAVT :IL l|[:§ mfr ‘dventures

IT COUuLD BUY ME
ANYTHING | WANTED.

With Eakshr ana

Tha Stirring legend
of Shiva's how =

&
.-o
4

-
+

. ._‘i;..‘ .-}.r\-.
. _"‘.':"'":'\\ |
. - »’ ' _~'.“
‘Ama ( i_l_thm' :
4 ) ¥ '_“:".}

NOW | KNOW BETTER. ALL Y

o, A4 o S =4
~ presents the seven

MY WEALTH 1S MERE DUST ) -l k' o g fv l -k-;
COMPARED TO THE WEALTH 28 anas orfr Vaimiki s

YOU POSSESS... THE 7, . D/ . - ) R

WEALTH OF SELFLESS amayana.




