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~ Children love to hear stories—se do adults, if the story has rele-
vance to their. lives. It is this leve which has kept alive for
genaratinns'stories that have been handed down by an oral
tradition.

Every time a story is retold it acquires a new colour and a new
dimensien. The grandmother who heard a story as a little girl
frem her grandmether will relish telling it to her grandchildren. A
traveller from a distant land, whe happens to hear a story during
his journey, will later tell it to his own people, madifying it or
adding to it little details to suit the change of place and context.
This is how stories travel from one part of the weorld te another
and why some stories of Aesop and Vishnu Sharma who wrote
the Panchatantra, heve much in common.

This Amar Chitra Katha retells two folk tales popular in Bengal.
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1 70 BEHOLE AND HER LAUGHTER WAS
| L/KE THE BABALING BROOK.

e ; | [ My BARDS WiLL |
WHERE WILL WE G5y FIND pggﬁ EA
FINPA PRINCE GOOP e R HAN e
ENOUGH FOR OUR 5 _ PRINCE .

PARLING
PAUGHTER Z

THE BARPS WERE SENT TO Kfms NEAR ANP FAR IN SEARCH OF A

mﬁ ﬂﬁ J'HEIR H'?JNGE&E'# HWEN ?WEF RE?HMEF —

YOUR MAJE iTY, WE HAVE
BROUGHT P.ORTRAITS OF THE
MOST HANL>SOME OF THE
PRINCES WE sAW. LET THE
PRINCESS CHOOSE FRO,




HING AN EEN

WE LEAVE THE

CHOICE TO %0d,
RUPAMNJALI . TELL US
WHO AMONG THESE
PRINCES 40U WISH
TO MARRY.

rrrrr

WELL 2 WHICH
ONE PO Ol
LIKE THE MOST?2

NONE !
NOT ONE
OF THEM

15 WORTHY
OF My HANE,

PRINCE |
MARRY SHOULE
BE AS HAND-

SOME AS
THE RAIM-
BOW .




W“”m A STRANGER APPEAREL" IV (/e ‘it 7+ | ST T

THE STRANGER WENT STRAIGHT
= Wy

; W WY HEARTIEST WEL-
i '-\m.\ § COME TO Yol . THIS |15
\ Al INPEED A FORTUNATE

O KING, | COME
FROM THE LANE
OF THE RAINBOW .
| HAVE BEEN LOOK - | |}
ING FOR A BRIDE

. WORTHY OF OUR
PRINCE . | HAVE JUsT
RUPANJALI ANP HAVE
COME WITH A MAR-

. RPIAGE PROPOSAL .




" WAIT ! BEFORE Y0U
PO , THERE IS ONE THING
| MUST TELL YOU. SOME

® =

, TO OUR LANZ. . . " :




OUR PRINCE WILL
NOT AWAKE UNTIL

N Ta

o

WHEN THE NEWS REACHEL
RUPANIAL!, HOWEVER —

| WILL MARRY NO ONE
BUT THE RAINBOW
PRINCE . ANP HE MUST BE
AROUSEDP FROM HI® SLEER
S0 | MUST HAVE THE REP

) { i .. -

e
g
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£/ BUT, My CHILD,

WE PO NOT KNOW
WHERE IT HAS FLOWN
AWAY -

HOW CAN |
MARRY MY ONLY
PAUGHTER TO A
PRINCE WHO MAY °
NEVER WAKE
A LUP AGAIN 2

5

BIRP IN THE
KINGPOM MUST
BE CAUSGHT. YoU
ARE CERTAIN TO
FINE THE RED
PARROT AMONG
THEM.




BUT WE CAN
PO THAT , CHILP.
IT WouLlP? BE

CRUEL .

BIRP 2HOULP
ESCAPE.

PON’T CARE .
IF 40U LOVE ME,
FATHER , YOU

WiLL PO IT.

ALL
RIGHT ,
My CHILP,

AL
g o
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NILANJANA , RLULBCANJALIS X W MY POOR PEARS, |
MAIL, HEARD THE CRIES—| W\ | WILL GO TO THE PRINCESS
T W : L R ¢ ) AHF PLEHP FOR "’aa-n
G N\ N VW VA SHE IS KINEP AND? GENTLE .X
SHE WILL SET ¢0uU




amar ch.rtm katha

B o |

OH KINDP
PRINCESS, SET
THE POOR BIRDPS
FREE ! PON'T 40U
SEE HOW WRETCH=-
ED THEY ARE 2

YoU QUESTION
MY ACTIONS,

You
WRETCH/!

NILANJANA WAS SHOCKEDR 7O SEE

THE CHANGE THAT HA? C&HE OVER

MHER PRINCESS .

THIS | NOT THE

PRINCESS | APMIRER !

THIS 1 NOT THE GENTLE

RUPANJALI WHOSE sSMILE

HELP THE COLOURS OF
THE RAINBOW .

PEAR PRINCESS, HOW
CAN ¥OU FINP YOUR
LIFE’s HAPPINESS AT
THE cOST OF SUCH
BAIN TO THE POOR
CREATURES 2 SET

THEM FREE .




WELL - SPOKEN, \
MERCIFUL ONE } |

4OU LOVE THOSE
BIRPS, PON'T

YES,
PRINCESS.
M& HEART

| GOES ouT
A TO THEM . 4

THROW HER INTO THE
CAGE. LET HER BE IN THE || =
COMPANY OF THE BIRPS OUT WHETHER
. SHE LOVES : THE REL PARROT

: =1 | 15 AMONG THE
\ BIRDS CAUGHT.




NLANJANA !
WAKE UpP,
NILANJANA /

N BERA AT el
Sel e PRRE, NONOOA L] ONE 7 HOow wou

aE o e er |8 St L/\ HAVE SUFFERED!
SEE HOW THE O : ,
THREAD HAS DNOCOAY _
BRUISED MY WINGS.

HOW CRUEL “0u

HUMAN BEINGS




| HOPE THE

REP PARROT

HAS BEEN
CAUGHT .
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| WILL CUT THE
THREADP ANP ©ET

You FREE.

WHAT HAPPENS
TO ME .
o

PON'T CARE
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PARROT FREE ! YyoU
THIS!?

sHALL PIE FOR

YOU HAVE SET MY

/ vou WICKEDP GIRL !

NILANJANA, !

( WHAT ARE
\ YOU POING 2

OH, MY RED
PARROT !




| ONLY sAW
HOW IT SUFFERED.
! KNOW IT wouLP
A\ HAVE PIEP IF |
A HAD NOT SET IT A

AR
j WA

4  AND YOod

f_??f&- FEARS AND PLEAS OF HER | |
VED.

| THE PARROT \\\§

MAID LEFT RUPANJAL/ GNMO

e E-. BT EVEN AS SHE FELL ,
S SrRone Amms PROTECTES

"




/ THE RAINBOW PRINCE !
OUR PRINCESS WILL
| BE PELIGHTED - AT
. \ LAST HER PRINCE
.\ HAS COME FOR HER!

INMOCENT BIRPS
FOR YOUR SELFISH

|
d

AH, MY PRINCE!
I HAVE BEEN
WAITING FOR

E;__-"‘ .

L




(| AM THE RED PARROT |
AND | BELONG TO Y0U, ,
NILANJANA . '-

/~ NO ! SHE 12 '
ONLY A MAIP. | AM N,
THE PRINCESS yoU Y
ARE LOOKING FOR ....f

LR

CRUEL RUPANJALI 12 Y
A PRINCESS ONLY BY
BIRTH. BUT You, MMy |
KINEP, BRAVE , LOYAL [
GIRL, ARE A PRIN-

CESS AT HEART !

IGNORING RUPANJALI, THE RAINBOW
PRINCE GARLANLPEL NILANJANA .

e You ARE MY
- { QUEEN. | TOOK

_/ THE FORM OF

~| THE REP? PARROT

b ONLY TO TEST

' THE WORTH OF

 THE GIRL |

| WouLDP CHOO%E

, TO MARRY .

vou GLOW WITH AN '\
INNER BEAUTY .
RUPANJALI'S
BEAUTY 1S ONLY
sKIN-PEEP. COME,
LET Us 60TO  _
THE LANEP OF
THE RAINBOW.




ALREADPY

SET THEM
FREE.

. LOOK!

(THEN THE PRINCE PLACED NILANJANA 1Yy HIS GOLDEN CHARIOT AND SET OFF FOR
| THE LAND OF THE RAINBOW. RUPANJAL! WAS LEFT BEKINDG, A SADDER AND WISER

rm‘ re—iy e BT - g T
= IF ONLY ¢0u HAL? AT L '

BEEN A LITTLE MORE CONSI-

PERATE , RUPANJALI . ANY-
*| WAY, BE KIND ANDP GENTLE
TO OTHERS IN FUTURE.
THEN OU ARE SHIRE TO o
FINP PEACE ANE? 4,




“THE FAITHFUL |

THEY SPENT A GREAT PEAL OF TIME AND yOU

TOGETHER , PLAYING AND ROMPING WiLL NOT vou ARE MY
ABOUT. R FORGET BEST FRIENDP.
= N ME 2 | WILL MAKE
4 M (i WHEN 40U GROW wou MY

UP ANI? BECOME MINISTER .

KING 40U WON'T
LET PEOPLE
SHOOT POWN
THESE BIRDP®,
WiLL YOuU €

INPEED,
I WILL




FRIEND,
HAVE TO &0
AWAY TO THE
GURUKULA® \
. FOR MYy STUPIES |
AND TRAININC. /O

PON'T vOU KNOW YOUR

FRIENP HAS RETLURMNELRP?
HE I TO WEDP
PRINCESS KANAK
MALA TOMORROW.

/S MU PRINCE HAS A
RETURNELD/ HE WILL

SURELY COME ANDP '

VISIT ME SOON, JUST

As HE dsSECP TO .

COME BACK S0ON,
FRIEND. THE BROOK,
THE HILL , THE BIRPS

ANP | WILL BE

WAITING -




[MANY MONTHS PASSED, BUT THE 0| | waie THE SHEPHERD WAS
DRINCE DID NOT COME. =1 earwEmve FLOWERS TO
| | TAKE TO IS FRIENE

3 THE PRINCE
MueT BE VERY
Busy. | WiLL
G0 AN MEET

HIM .

My FRIENP
WILL COME
OUT MOW. A




IT%S THE SHEP-
HERP ! HE

WisHES TOTAKE
APVANTAGE OF
A CHILDHOOP
FRIENDSHIP. |

ANE THE KiING WALKELD FAST THE
SHEPHERD WITHOUT EVEN GLANCING

A iy

2
}:r.

et
i L

THE SHEPHERD WENT AWAY QUIETLY
WITH TEARS IN HIS EYEs .




BUT IF HE WERE A
GO0 FRIEND? HE WOULP
HAVE UNPPERSTOOR MY
PLIGHT. HOW CAM A
SHEPHERTDP? APPRESS

A HKING AS

FRIENP” IN

1

BRI W T T

IT WAS A PITY | HAP

TO SEND HIM AWAY .
PERHAPS | sHOULP
_HAVE TOLP THE




| WILL PLUCK
OUT THESE
NEEPLES —
EVERY ONE
OF THEM [/

1 e COVEREDP WITH
b NEEPLES !

OH, KANAK
MALA , WHAT
SHALL WE PO 2
| CAN’T EVEN
SEE! A

LORD. | WILL
KEEFP ON
PULLING OUT
_ THE

. NEEPLES.




NO, YOUR HANDS
MUST BE BATHEPD IN

BLOOP. PLEASE A PIP IN THE

RIVER WILL
TAKE SOME REST it v |

NOW . 0. K

PO Y0U NEEP S & WILL $OU HELP
A MAIP, FAIR - : EWIN . W ME PLUCK OUT
QUEEN 2 | HAVE ﬁ THE NEEDLES
NO FAMILY ANP | [/ ON THE KINE'S
NOWHERE TO -

GO. | 2HALL PO
ALL YOUR
oPr JOBS.

THEN ¥Ou
MAY COME
ALONG WITH ME
\ AFTER | HAYE
BATHER.




THE RIVER WHEN SHE HEARDP AN

HANAKN MALA HADP JaeT GONE INTO

HANAK MALA LOOKEDR dRF AMAZELD. :'
3

ARROGANT VOICE.

Lo

WOMAN ! YOU'VE
TO GET TO THE
EPALACE ANP
\ PO ALL MY

VAN il e Esﬂum

WHAT !/ HOW PARE \
YOl ! PLUT BACK \
MY CLOTHES ANP
ORNAMENTS !

THE GIRL ONLY LAUGHELD .

;{J AM THE QUEEN
NOW. | HAYE TRICKEDR?
YOU CLEVERLY, HAVEN'T
| 2 NO ONE WILL KNOW [ =
THAT | AM NOT THE
REAL @UEEMN f HA,

AS KANAK MALA WAS A BRIDE , SHE USUALLY
WORE A VEIL . ONLY THREE PERSONS COULD
HAVE RECOGNIGED THE OTHER GIRL TO BE
AN IMPOSTOR . [———— —_—

BUT THE OLP KING ™S
ANDP THE QUEEN ARE
AWAL ON A PILGRIM-
AGE . MY HUSBANDS
EYES ARE SEWN
UP WITH NEEPLES!
WHO ELSE CAN
EXPOSE HER 2

BUT | WILL 6O TO

THE PALACE AS HER

MAIP. | MUsT BE

NEAR MY HUSBAND.
HE NEEPS ME .

ST Wiy ARE v0u
WASTING TIMEZ COME

N\ & _ OUT OF THE RIVER f
Gy QUICKLY!. A5
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B BVREE R — -

CANNOT
&0 INSIPE .

AND PULL THE NEEPLES \
OUT @ NO. IT WOULP NOT J
BE IN MY INTEREST TO / ST
LET YoU PO 20! {8 ; N
Cl e PR J— ME ! HELP MY

HUSBANP !

n=| HAD A HUNPREDP NEEPLE
| WOULDP BUY A CROWN .
IF | HAD A THOUSAND NEEPLES
| WOULP BUY A TOWN .




WHO 15
SINGING ABOUT /¥t | ; .
) NEEP‘LEE? H'm i 3 4 - : : ot .. | - LK N | :
| PREAD THAT [ _ . o | ;‘

IF | HAL? A MILLION NEEPLE®S
| WOLILD DANCE ANP SING.
IF | HAP A BILLION NEEPLES...

MANAK MALA GOT UP AND LOOMED AROUND FOR

co l wouLP DA Hs
|\ BE A KING !

PO 04U REALLY
WANT A BILLION
N EPLEsS '-! IF
YOuU ARE WILLING
TO PLUCK THEM
ouT YOURSELF,
YOU CAN HAYE
THEM . COME,




CAN 40U GET
IN THROUGH THE
WINPOW 2 THE
KING l& LOCKED
IN THAT ROOM.
His BOPY IS
FALL OF
NEEDLES .




[ COME ,THREAD, BE | | 7THE NEXT MOMENT THE THREAL ||
QUICK AT LAGT BWUNS OUT . - . T

S \ND PALL OUT
=g, EVERY NEEPLE

v v . AND THREADPING ITBELF THROU/GH |
THE EVES OF THE NEEDLES . . .

[ 5 r
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s s o« PULLED THEM ALL OCIT AT
mimms'._j '

MY FRIEND {
YOU HAVE
SAVEDP My
LIFE !

5 t

= @Y ) T




OWN CONSCIENCE
| WHICH PUNIGHEDP
YoU . THEN PES-
TINY TOOK A
HANE?, TURNING

INTO ACTUAL
NEEPLES.

! TELL ME, WAS

IT ¥0U WHO
PUNISHEDP ME
WITH THESE

. NEEPLES?T

7~ NO,NEVER! |
AM YOUR FRIEND. HOW
| couLP | HURT woU ?

PESTING BROUGHT
YouU ABAIN TO




HOW STRANGE |
LET Ue BREAK
OPEN THE LOCK
ANDP FINDP oUuT

"WHAT ARE
-~ | vou poinG )
-\ HERE® /

WHO ARE 40U 2
WHERE 15 MY
QUEEN 2 BRING
HER TO ME AT




TREMBLING ALL OVER , THE /MPOSTOR
WENT TO FETCH KANAK MALA . THE |
KING AND THE SHEPHERD FOLLOWEDR HER.

OH QUEEN /[
SAVE ME /
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16.Tales from the
Mahabharata
17. Tales of Gujarat
18. Valiant kings of
Ancient India
19. Folktales of Bengal
20 Heroes of the
Mahabharate
21.The three Gurus

Distributed by ;
INDIA m(_uguse

23. Men who fought for

.. 3b. Legends of

Katha titles :

22.Tales of Revolutionaries

Independence-1.
24. Great sons of Bengal
25. Tales of Valiant Queens.
2B6.Tales of Krishna
27.Tales of Love and Devotion
28. Exploits of Arjuna
29. Tales of Indra
30. Buddhist Legends
31.The Great Mughals-I
32.The Great Mugha!s—ll
33.Heroes of Punjab
34.Tales of Sanjeevani

rissa

Rs.14 /- each
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