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"Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage. These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India. Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 

ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots." 
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THE SILENT TEACHER 
King Brahmadatta of Varanasi was terribly upset. His son, Prince 
Abja, could neither walk nor speak. The disabilities did not trouble 
the queen to whom her son's silence spoke much more than words 
but the king was distressed. He summoned every physician in the 
land to diagnose the malady but no one could. What was ailing the 
prince? 

Buddhism took root in Tibet in the 7th and 1 Oth centuries. The sacred 
books written in Sanskrit and Pali were translated into Tibetan by the 
14th century. Today a number of stories from those earlier years are 
available only in Tibetan translations. This Amar Chitra Katha is 
based on one of them. 
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BRAHMAPA7Tfi, THE KING OF VARANASI HAP ALWAYS BEEN A LOVING HUSBAND- 
BUT NOW HE FELT EVEN MORE CONCERNED ABOUT H/S QUEEN’S HAPPINESS AND WELL-i 
FOR, AFTER YEARS OF LONGING FOR ONE, THEY WERE AT LAST GOING TO HAVE A CHILP. 

OURS SHALL BE THE 
HEALTHIEST ONE EVER 
BORN . I HAVE NEVER 
FELT HAPPIER OR 
HEALTHIER. 
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MCK 

HOW STILL ANP 
CALM THAT LAKE 

LOOKS » 

/ i 

HOW P LOVE TO 
ABSORB SOME OF 

ITS SERENJTVI 
JlWWM 
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THAT WISH TOO we KINO SOON FULF/LLEP 

777 

THE SILENT TEACHER 

AOJf) PIP EVERYTHING A CHtLP WAS EXPECTEP TO PO... 

THE NURSE TRlEP PROPPING HIM AGFUNST A 
NALL. ---- 
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&UT THE KING WAS IN FOR. ANOTHER 
A FEW WEEKS LATER — i-- 

CHILPREN OF H/S AGE SPEAK 
FLUENTLY. ANP THE PRINCE 
HAS NOT UTTEREP EVEN 

^_ONE WORP. ^ 
MAHARAU, COULP YOU 
ASK A PHYSICIAN TO 
EXAMINE THE PR|NC£? 

WHY ? 
WHAT’S 

WRONG? 

IS THAT TRUE ? A CRIPPLEP KING, 
PEOPLE MAY ACCEPT 
3UT WILL THEY 
ACCEPT A PUMB 

k ONE ? > 

LAME OR MUTE 
HE IS MY SON . 

I ACCEPT HIM 
v AS HE IS. 

THE KlNd, HOWEVER t BEGAN TO TRY NEW 
PHYSICIANS. ONE AFTER ANOTHER THEY CAME 

...SOT WENT AWAY WITHOUT BEING 
ABLE TV SUGGEST A REM ED V. 
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WHAT CAN 
A P64M& 

CHILD 
LEARN <1 

THE SILENT TEACHER 

MEANWHILE THE QUEEN HAP ENGAGED SCHOLARS TO REAP OUT THE BOOKS OF WISDOM 
TO THE MUTE PRINCE. 

WHEN THE PRINCE WAS SIXTEENA CELEBRATED 
PHYSICIAN FROM A FAR-OFF LAND CAME TO 
VARANASI, r 

WHAT CAN ONE WHO 
CANNOT WALK AND 
CANNOT TALK PO? 

...AMP WHAT THEY SAY 
FILLS ME WITH PEACE- 
LIKE THE SILENT 
FOREST... THE 
STILL LAKE — 
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. YOU MUST VO AS I TELL 
SOU. LISTEN CAREFULLY.. 

LA7£R — 

...TMAT^ WHAT THE 
PHYSICIAN RECOMMEf**- 
EP. YOU MUST NOT 
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you woulpn’t. if you 
UNPER6TOOP, VOU WOULP 

NOT TRy SO HARP TO 
MAKE OUR 
SON TALK. 

WHAT PO yOU MEAN ? 
I PON’T UNPERSTANP. 

PLEASE»MUST VOU 
alwavs talk in 

V RIPPLES? v' 

/«1\| • :. \jj 

/ TO HIS \ 
l SILENCE. A o 4 
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THE SILENT TEACHER 

PRINCE ABOA, THE 
MAN WHO SITS ON 
THIS THRONE AFTER 
ME HAS TO RULE 
A VAST KINO POM. 

NEITHER WALK NOR 
SPEAK, VOU CANNOT 

RULE EITHER. 
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THEY TURNED THE CART AND SPED ! 
TOWARD^3 THE PALACE^♦ |-1 

MAHARAd,THE 
PRINCE 

. SPOKE... 

AND THEY REPEATED WHAT THE 
PRINCE HAP UTTERED. 
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THE EXECUT! ONERS TOOK THE PRINCE BACK 70 
THE FOREST. |- 

15 THIS CORPSE THAT 
OF A PEAP MAN OR 
A LIVING MAN? 
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THE RELUCTANT EXECUTIONERS TOOK THE 
PRINCE WITH THEM. t 

WHEN THEY REACHED THE FOREST THEY 
GOT DOWN... 
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WHY POH’T KXJ 
WALK ANP SPEAI 
AHP SAVE US 
FROM COMMITTIN 

THIS CRIME? 

THE SILENT TEACHER 

YOU HAVE AGREEP TO 
GRANT HIM HIS WISH, 

WITHOUT KNOWING 

THE Lfi/HE PRINCE WALK HOME 
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WHAT PO SOU WANT ? 
LET ME HEAR SOU 

s SPEAK. > 

^jwJT l 
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HAVE I L0N6EP TO HEAR 
SOU SPEAK ONLV FOR j 

THIS ? NO* NO j NO* J 

HEARTLESS WOMAN 
HOW CAN SOU PART 
SO EA6ILV WITH 
A SON SOU CLAIM 

v TO LOVE ? 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

' * V 1 A m 

THE SILENT TEACHER 



AMAR CHITRAKAIHA 

MY SON, YOU ARE WISE 
BEYONP YOUR YEARS. 
I GRANT YOU YOUR 
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me oiucmi io\oncr< 

THE PRINCE DISCARDED MIS PRINCELY ROBES 
AND FELL AT THE FEET OF MIS PARENTS, 

... TURNED HIS SACK ON THE 
ROYAL LIFE... I-^VT—-5 
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Tibet, the Roof of the World, »s a land 
or Buddhist shrines, monasteries 
and monks. 

jokhang, the holiest and also the oldest shrine in Tibet 
houses the Buddha image brought by the Chinese princess., Devotees from all over I ibet visit the shrine 

with their offerings of butter candles. 
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There are several hundreds ot Tibetan 
books and Buddhist m nptures - hand¬ 
written as well as blot k*printed One of the 
treasures is the Buddhist canon written on 
palm leaves 

Dunng annual festivals, people gather in the 
courtyards ot monastenes, to watch masked 
dancers enacting scenes from Buddha's life. 
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Believing that prayers need not be uttered to be 
heard, the Tibetans continuously spin the prayer- 
wheel The prayer-wheel contains strips of paper 
on which are written the words OM MAN I 
PADME HUM* which mean - The jewel is within 
the lotus 

According to the Tibetans, Cbenrezi, the Buddha of 
Mercy, took earthly form in the first Dalai Lama and was 
reincarnated in each subsequent Dalai Lama. 

rhe Potala Palace in Lhasa is the oftK tal residenceof the Dalai Lama. It is the most majestic building in 
the whole of Asia 

^ ^ln'T,00k " over'Tibel was ,uled by the 14th Dalai lama and a hierarchy of monks. 
The Dalai Lama sought asylum in our countiy and now lives at Dalhousie in Himachal Pradesh. 
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DAD, DID YOU TAKE 
My TINKLE? . 

I did...but youe 
MOTHEP SPA88ED 

IT PPOM ME 
BEPOPE I COULD 
. FINISH/ ✓ 

I WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW TOO/ 
IT'S MISSINS/ MOM, WHEPE'S My 

TINKLE/ 

TINKLE IS THE 8EST 
STPESS-8USTEP... 

^ HOOHOOHOO/ . 

WHIilfg «aii(i?^ (F4JW 


