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The story of Rama and Sita is a part of Indla. it was first
, set down by the sage Valmiki in his epic poem in Sansknrit,
‘Ramayana ’.

Rama was the eldest son of Dasharatha, the King of
Ayodhya. The King had three wives-Kaushalya, Kaikeyi
and Sumitra. Rama was the son of Kaushalya, Bharata, of
Kaikeyi and Laxmana and Shatrughuna of Sumitra. As
they grew up so did their fame as valiant and brave prin-
ces. Sage Vishwamitra came seeking the help of Rama
and Laxmana in killing the demoness Tataka. On the way
back in the land of King Janaka, Rama succeeded in win-

ning the hand of Sita, the King’s daughter. Dasharatha
decided that this was the time to crown Rama King. Jeal-
ous Kaikeyi persuaded an unwilling Dasharatha to banish
Rama into the forest and to crown Bharata the King. Sita
and Laxmana opted to follow Rama. While in the forest
the Rakshasi Shoorpanakha accosted Rama and even-
tually had herself disfigured by Laxmana. The angry
female went and complained to her brother, Ravana, the
King of Lanka. Ravana with a cunning typical of him
carried Sita away. Rama and Laxmana in the course of
their search for Sita came across the monkey king,
Sugreeva and struck a bond of friendship with him. One
of Sugreeva'’s assistants, Hanuman discovered Sita’s
whereabouts and Rama led the army of monkeys against
Lanka. In the terrible battle that ensued Ravana and his
associates were killed. Accompanied by Laxmana, Rama
and Sita returned to Ayodhya where they were welcomed
by Bharata and crowned King and Queen. But their
troubles had not ended. How the suspicion of his subjects
forced Rama to banish Sita even though she was
pregnant and how his sons Luv and Kusha brought up in
the ashram of Sage Valmiki were ultimately united with
him is told in colourful pictures in the following pages.

Based on “"UTTARAMACHARITA" of Bhavabhuti.

Printed by H. K. Nasta at IBH Printers, Marol Naka, Mathuradas Vissanji Road,
Andheri East, Bombay-400 059 and published by H. G. Mirchandani, for
India Book House Education Trust, 29, Wodehouse Road, Bombay-400039.
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PULSE/ECHO-1

BUILD

YOUR CHILDREN
A

HOME LIBRARY
OF

- L
"'h.'f

ILLUSTRATED
WITH ATTRACTIVE COVERS

ECHO speaks of India to your child
in many ways. Mythology, Folk—
tales, History, Biography, General
Knowledge, Animal Stories, Poetry,
Science, Mystery and Fiction.

Over 80 titles now on sale
Price Rs. 3.00 & Rs. 4.50

PUBLISHED BY :-

INDIA BOOK HOUSE EDUCATION TRUST
RUSI MANSION, 29 WODEHOUSE ROAD,
BOMBAY-400 039.

Reprint: Angust 1977: 10,000



JATAKA TALES

ELEPHANT STORIES
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3A, Rashtrapati Road
Secunderabad-3 '
(For V.P.P. orders only)



