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ULOOPI

Uloopi was the daughter of Kauravya, king of the Nagas. The Nagas
are a historical race and there are many references to them in the Puranas
and Mahabharata. According to mythology, Nagadwipa was one of
the seven divisions of India. There were Naga kingdoms in Mathura,
Padmavati and Eastern India. Perhaps like the Asuras, Daityas and
Danavas, the Nagas, too, offered strong resistance to the spread of Aryan
culture. The favourite theory is that the Nagas were so named because
they worshipped serpents (Nagas) and held them in awe. Mythology
describes them as having the face and torso of human beings but the
lower extremities of serpents.

Of the various racial groups that inhabited India at the time of the
advent of the Aryans, the Nagas seem to have been in a sufficiently
advanced stage of civilization. There are accounts of many Aryan
princes marrying Naga princesses. Arjuna met Uloopi when he was in
exile. Uloopi wielded great influence on Babhruvahana, the king of

Manipur, who was her step-son. Hence her story assumes importance
in the Mahabharata.
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HIS FIRST HALT WAS AT GANGOTRI, THE SOURCE OF THE RIVER GANGA.

|WHEREVER HE WENT, ARJUNA PERFORMED THE FIRE SACRIEICE. HE LOOKED UPON

WHERE WILL WE 60 % 2 - -ln% \L'Sg
FROM HERE?2 TN
PLACES OF
47 THE LAND.

= -. amE

THIS AS HIS SACREP DUTY. SOMETIMES, A FIRE SACRIFICE CONTINUED FOR MANY DAYS.
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ONE DAY, AS USUAL, ARJUNA WENT TO BATHE IN THE
GANGA BEFORE BEGINNING THE SACRIFICIAL RITES.




AS HE WAS ABOUT TO STEP OUT—| (THE BRAHMANS RUSHED FORWARD TO HIS RESCUE.
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ARJUNA WAS DRAGGED DEEP DOWN INTO THE
RIVER TILL HE CAME TO A BEAUTIFUL PALACE.
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THE

| AM ULOOP!I
DAUGHTER OF THE

SNAKE

KAU

J

-KING,
PEOPLE

-

YOU ARE IN THE UNDER
SNAKE-

-~WATER CITY OF THE

FIRE! PERHAPS 1T 15

MEANT FOK

AND TO WHOM
BELONGS

| WONDER
WHERE | AM,
A THI PALACE

-

WAS WATCHING HIM.
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HE SAT BEFORE THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE AND PERFORMED HIS RITES WITH PEVOTIO

UNSEEN BY ARJU.
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WHY HAVE YOU
BROUGHT ME HERE?

| LOVE YOU ) [/ - A 7@ | POSSIBLE?
PLEASE (40 ' \/ |AMAN
“ | 1 " <\ EXILED

W RS

MY FIRE 3

SACKIFICE AT
GANGOTRI 15

INCOMPLETE.

T 12 THE
DUTY OF A PRINCE TO

RELIEVE
THE DISTRESSED-
IF YOU PO NOT AGREE
TO MY PROPOSAL,
| SHALL SURELY PIE.

L

| WILL TAKE
YOU BACK TOMORROW.
BUT PLEASE BE WITH ME
TODAY.

ARJUNA WAS TOUCHED BY ULOOPI*
PLEAPRINGS.

-

’LL DO WHAT
YOU WISH, DEAR ONE !

..........
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THROUGHOUT THE HOURS OF HIS STAY, ULOOP! LOOKED AFTER HIS
1 EVERY NEED WITH TENDEE’NE$5 ANP AFFECT/ON

NEXT MORNING— |YOUHAVE SAVEP My | | ULOOPI LED ARJUNA BACK TO THE 5POT
LIFE. |AM GRATEFUL TO | | FROM WHERE HER MAGICAL POWERS HAP |
| 7 [ YOU, MY BELOVED PRAWN HIM. [ _

8 | HUSBAND.ISHALL | [P<

“5 TAKE YOU BACK, omnde
‘ Y&l | HE WILL 500N
-;_:: FORGET ME.

| | T_ _, -\_"*H‘

—— H" Li: M BT

T ni

15Ng __.;’*‘", " WHERE 15 SHE? I /uaa) ¢ 70 BEAR THE GRIEF OF

WH%%E'\,EH;f* HE 1 PARTING, ULOOP! HAD DISAPPEARED
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O PANDAVA?
WHAT HAPPENED?

-

WHERE WERE YOU, \

=== = | THE MOMENT ARJUNA APPEARED, ONE OF THE
===/ BRAHMANS WHO HAD Accommmea HiM, CAME

-h-

2z

| FOR WARP

AFTER ;55 L maw?;;/em IN BRIEF WHAT BEFELL|
A PLETE THE HEEI '
SACRIFICE. [ e J"

CONTINUE
STAYING HEKE IF
YOU WISH. |
INTEND VISITING

\ THE HOLY PLACES
P\ IN THE EAST.
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AsHE
H WANDERED ON |
W HE CAME UPON |
il A PALACE.
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N AND SUDDENLY STOPPED
] & - ;

BEFORE HIM 5TOOD A VERY HANDSOME GIRL. I
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HE WENT CLOSER STILL.

NO, SHE 15 NOT UL00PLYEI /o

WHO ARE YOU, FAIR MAIDEN?

2/
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| AM
PRI CH TRANGADA,
- ) THE DAUGHTER

${ OF THE KING
OF MANIPUR.

| SHALL SEEK AN
o AUPIENCE WITH THE |

KING. s
AP/

" —
THEN CHITRANGADA SUPPENLY TURNEP HER
L_FACE’ BLUSHING IN CONFUSION.

»

WHAT POWER 15 IT THAT YR
DRAWS ME TOWARDS HER? z

R

LATER, AT THE COURT— - 0 KING! | AM A NOBLE
_ . % KSHATRIYA’S SON. | WisH
£37 TO MARRY YOUR
B DAUGHTER.




[ WHOSE 50N ARE

L
T

| ARJUNA!
THE PANDAVA!
YOU SHALL CERTAINLY Y,
MARRY MY PAUGHTER /(V

BUT...
\
IT 15 THE GREAT |
PANDAVA, ARJUNA
HOW FORTUNATE
| AM!

| AM ARJUNA,
THE SON OF
PANDU.

..GHE 15 MY ONLY CHILD.
THE SON BORN TO HER
MUST BECOME MY

+ SUCCESSOR AND RULE

MY KINGPOM AFTER
ME.

1T SHALL ..
BE ASYOU | A
WisH,0 KING. A [}

ARJUNA
MARRIED
CHITRANGADA
AND LIVED
HAPPILY
WITH HER

AT
MANIPUR.




PLEASE STAY ON
FOR SOME MORE

'MONTHS LATER A HE SHALL BE
SON WAS BORN 0 (CALLED BABHRUVAHANA

TIME FOR METO & /= & | W AL Al A w} i
PILGRIMAGE.
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WHfN BABHRUVAHANA g —— . N\ r';,_;
WAS OVER A YEAR B Beelecivmey N
OLD, ARJUNA LEFT | FRSlE— Sl (A )| \ S
MANIPUR. Y e o KEE Bl B ' :
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| MEANWHILE, ULOOPI HAD BEEN VERY UNHAPPY

SINCE SHE PARTED FROM ARJUNA.

!

/" ARJUNA DOES NOT )
N 00 LOVE ME. THEREFORE |
o PON’T WANT T0 GO TO
DA LIM. BUT | CAN SPEND MY
AR _ _  TIME WITH CHITRANGADA
ANTn - g T H Ay AND BABHRUVAHANA,
==L Doill T\ 2.7y /0N HE LOVES.




uLoOP! PE cmzp TO VISIT CHITRA NG‘A DA [ wHo age you, -
Y ULOOPI,THE

D EAR m AI D EN?
- e W PAUGHTER OF

THE SNAKE-KING,

KAURAVYA,
\YOUR CO-WIFE.

ok 2

ULOOPI HAD CHANGEP HER FORM BY HER MAG/CAL POWEE;—[
,.g--_-.f : — I

' ISUPPO5E,THI$
5 OUR SON.

WHAT’S YOUR

o
g 3

HE SHALL BECOME A Q1 WE SHALL AWAIT
VALIANT PRINCE AND \| YOUR VI5ITS WITH

A\ THE UNEQUALLEP 1 HAVE TO LEAVE  \M PLEASURE, DEAR
KING OF MANIP NOW. BUT | SHALL JA\ sisTER.

OFTEN COME TO
VISIT HIM.




A% BABHRUVAHANA GREW UP, ULOOPI, TRUE TO HER WORD, OFTEN VISITED.

SHE WIELDEP A GREAT INFLUENCE OVER HIM.

IF YOU DO NOT
PRACTISE YOUR
ARCHERY, YOU WILL
NEVER BECOME A
GREAT HERO LIKE
YOUR FATHER,
ARJUNA.
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ULOOPI TOLD HIM STORIES ABOUT

YOU MUST I ; _
LEARN TO CONCENTRATE. i b s B

YOUR FATHER ACHIEVEDm
MUCH BY HIS POWER
OF CONCENTRATION.

/]

2/ /  151T REALLY TRUE \

/ THAT HE HIT ATTHE )
EYE OF THAT FISH BY  Hi Ui\ |
LOOKING AT ITS IMAGE /oLl |

A

oL
L =
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ANP WHEN BABHRUVAHANA BECAME KIN&.AFTER HI5 6EANDFATHEF’5 PEATH

HE BECAME A FIT 5UCCZ"5$OE

L =i

&' YOUR FATHER AND

ONE PAY—

NOW YOUR FATHER
15 PREPARING FOR THE
BATTLE AGAINST THE
KAURAVAS. IT IS TIME
|"LEFT.

UNCLES HAVE LOST

H  THEIR KINGDOM TO

THEIR COUSIN%, THE
KAURAVAY, IN A GAME

OFDicE. |

-----




MEANWHILE, AT THE BATTLE OF
KURUKSHETRA, ARJUNA, SHIELPED -
BY SHIKHANDI,SHOWERED AVOLLEY
OF ARROWS ON BHEESHMA, THE

COMMANPER OF THE KAURAVAS,

e ——— ek c— T TR el

ALL THE CELESTIALS HAP

. BHEESHMA FELL, WOUNPED.

AMONG THEM WERE THE VASUS, THE BROTHERS OF
BHEESHMA. ' |

THAT WAS UNFAIR.

ST | E g B
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THE VASUS WENT TO GANGA,THEIR MOTHER.

ARJUNA HAS SINNED. )Y
FOR THIS HE SHOULD (&%
60 TO HELL WHEN /%
HE DIES.

 ULOOPI, UNOBSERVED, HEARD EVERYTHING.

SHE WENT TO HER FATHER, KAURAVYA.

-

1

£\

A MY HUSBAND DOES NOT

DESERVE SUCH A FATE.
& WORSE 5INS HAVE

SO \BEEN COMMITTED ON
pEs THE BATTLEFIELDOF,

KURUKSHETRA.

KAURAVYA PROPITIA

LET THE GURSE ON
ARJUNA BE LIFTEP!

FATHER, PLEASE

SAVE MY HUSBAND
FROM HELL.

PON’T WORRY,
MY CHILD.

B\ SEEK,KAURAVYA? £ 8 N \—




THE CURSE WILL
BE REPEEMED IF

ARJUNA 15 KILLED IN
BATTLE BY HIS 50N,
BABHRUVAHANA.

MEANWHILE, THE PANDAVAS HAD WON THE
WAR AGAINST THE KAURAVAS...

F1

.os AND YUDHISHTHIRA, THE ELDEST OF THE
PANDAVAS,WAS CROWNED KING.

i

KAURAVYA CAME BACK TOHIS
DAUGHTER AND TOLD HER ABOUT IT.

THAT 15 BAD.

| | WHEN THE TIME
| COMES, | WILL HAVE W
TO BE THERE TO SAVE |\

MY HUSBAND..




| 500N AFTERWARPS, YUDHISHTHIRA, DECIDED T0 PERFORM THE HORSE SACRIFICE. ol
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| WHEN THE HORSE FOR THE SACRIFICE WAS
SELECTED—

HORSE WANDER \ & |
ATWILL OVER THE \oaeg
. WHOLE EARTH, T2 -
PROCLAIMING YOUR 1 l

. - e

| YOU WILL
PROTECT THE
HORSE.YOU |
ALONE CAN

PO 11

GLORY, O KING!

AS THE HORSE WAS LET LOOSE
AND ARJUNA PREPARED TO FOLLOW
HIM-

o THAT 15 THE HORSE.IT WILL ROAM
Ly s ABOUT IN DISTANT LANDS.IF

@\  ANY KING 5TOPS IT, HE WILL

y)" . HAVE TO FIGHT WITH ARJUNA _

AND IF A KING €&X; '

AND HIS ARMY. e
PERMITS THAT Q¥ {

HORSE TO ROAM

N HI$ KINGDOM, W - :
it acknowLences Jilk ~ E A=) o W K
YUDHISHTHIRA AS O =" — N N
HI$ SUPERIOR. , Ve s @

18



AT LAST, THE HORSE ARRIVEP AT THE
KINGDOM OF MANIPUR.
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A GREAT KINGPOM' MY SON

15 IT5 KING. | HOPE ,HE
PREPARES TO FIGHT WITH
ME LIKE A TRUE
K‘)'HATRIYA

ARJUNA FOLLOWED THE

W SACRIFICIAL HORSE AS IT WANDERED

AT WILL THROUGH VARIOUS KINGPOMS
EITHER WINNING OR CONQUERING
ALLIES FOR THE PANDAVAS.

19

BUT BABHEUVAHANA CAME FORWAER To WEL COME M. FATHE? | AM PROUP TO BE

YOUR ‘50N | WELCOME
YOU TO MY KINGDOM.

& |
\,u > J /
<o)
OH KING!
THIS 1S5 NOT

PROPER.YOU HAVE

FAILED IN YOUR
—\  DUTIES,




| HAVE COME HERE
A% THE PROTECTOR OF
YUDHISHTHIRA’S HORGSE.

IF YOU DON’T FIGHT,YOU
WILL BE CALLEDP A

| sasHRuvAHANS WAS STUNNEDBY
| THESE WORDS. e
I__- :

HOW CAN | FIGHT mY
BELOVEP FATHER?

| JUST THEN, ULOOPI ARRIVED ON THE SCENE. .

., DO AS | TELL YOU, MY SON.
DO NOT HESITATE. FIGHT
YOUR FATHER. IT I5 THE
ONLY RIGHTEOUS AND
DUTIFUL THING FOR YOU

1= BTN

RESLEAL

BABHRUVAHANA THOUGHT FOR A
WHILE,

| HAVE LOST MY
FATHER’S RESPECT.

| CAN WIN IT BACK ONLY
BY FIGHTING HIM. | WILL
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HE PUT ON HI5 ARMOUR, MOUNTED HIs CHARIOT, DROVE UP TO THE SACRIFICIAL HORSE

'ﬁ.'_

SEIZE THE HORSE
OF HASTINAPURA!

AHI MY SON!
MY S0N! MY
WORTHY SON!
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AN ARROW SENT BY BABHRUVAHANA 'WEAK WITH PAIN, ARJUNA RESTEP
PIERCED ARJUNA THROUGH THE $HOULDER| | ANHILE LEANING AGAINST HIS BOW,
R e T LOOKING ALMOST DEAD.

NOW FACE MY ARROWS
AND FIGHT WITHOUT
RUNNING AWAY.

¢ . EXCELLENT!0 50N
LE:9F OF CHITRANGADA!




ey
—

INFURIATED, BABHRUVAHANA GOT DowN | | ARJUNZ ATTACKED HIM RELENTLESSLY
FROM  H15 CHARIOT AND' FOUGHT i3 ...

FATHER ON FOOT. . *

e ——— =S TR T s o




oo BLINDED
HEART. i

s e =

AT THE SAME MOMENT PARTLY THROUGH EXERTION BUT MORE OUT OF GRIEF
BABHRUVAHANA FELL, UNCONS CIOUS.




 AND ALL THE TIME uwon sroop
A PICTURE OF 5ERENITV '

| 4 mEssEnGER RAN TO CHITRANGADA.
e

| HAVE SAD NEWS ]
FOR YOU. YOUR g
| HUSBANP HAS
| BEEN KILLED
BY THE KING .
| WHO HIMSELF J

NOW LIES IN ,; Y 4|

78

CHITRANGAPA TURNEP PALE.

PEEESSIESEESSS

TAKE ME TO THE
BATTLEFIELD. 4

‘!r
':...-"@

N
WHEN 5HE_C'A-ME TO HER SENSES, p @
SHE SAW ULOOPI

v , '
‘,“D '/ 0 uLooPI!
"/ | KNOW HOw |
/1 DEVOTED You
R ARE TO OUR
HUSBAND. |
YET | DO NOT
FIND YOU
GRIEVING.




| WHEN ULOOPI SHOWED NO 516N oOF

EMOTION, CHITRANGADA WENT TO
ARJUNA. 7

RISE, DEAR HUSBAND.
HERE 1[5 THAT

REVIVE ARJUNA WERE IN VAIN, 50 SHE
TURNED ‘TO ULOOP].

TO LIFE, PEAR
2.\ ULOOPL. | KNOW
RS\ YOU CAN.

__*

—

HORSE OF YOURS, 44

BRING HIM BACK

| SHE FOUNP THAT ALL HER ATTEMPTS T0O l

—

| HAVE SET IT FREE. YOU
MUST FOLLOW IT AND PROTE
IT. RISE, DEAR HUSBAND, AND
_JFULFIL YOUR DUTY.

‘ o
g vy
L ) L
l ,

P I

CHITRANGADA SAT AT ARJUNA’S FEET, , B




JUST THEN BABHRUVAHANA REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS. | ALAS! WHAT A PAINFUL SIGHT! MY

— MOTHER WHO HAS BEEN BROUGHT
UP IN LUXURY, SITTING ON THE

< NAKED EARTH BE-
| SIDE MY DEAD

FATHER. AND |

KILLED HIm!

&

O MOTHER!I YOUR HEART
SEEMS TO BE VERY HARD.

IT POES NOT BREAK EVEN

ON SEEING YOUR HUSBAND
LYING PEAD BEFORE YoU!

| THEN HIs GAZE FELL ON ULOOPI. |

WHY SHOULD IT?
BY KILLING ARJUNA
IN BATTLE | HAVE
PONE. WHAT You

WANTEP OF ME. £ %

I

-
'
r
3} '/ |I|f
_— ‘r

"'-":ilnlll\\'-.h. e .. |

|

BUT FOR ME THERE

1 NO REPEMPT!ION.

| SHALL HAVE TO SINK
INTO HELL.S0
PREAPFULLY HAVE |
2INNEP IN KILLING
MY OWN FATHER.

/

e /

— .+|:
f
F,
¥
|II

/ .
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LISTEN MOTHER,
IF MY FATHER POES
NOT COME BACK
TO LIFE, ) SHALL
FOLLOW ‘HIM.

| SHALL STARVE MYSELF TO PEATH
RIGHT HERE ON THE BATTLEFIELD,
NEXT TC MY FATHER. REJOICE
MOTHER! YOUR 50N TOO WILL
DIE BEFORE YOUR EYES.

TO HIS PARENTS.

| AND BABHRUVAHANA SAT NEXT




—

WHICH COULD REVIVE

THE PEAD.

-_—-E_-"‘_""""-—-..‘-.

SHE CLOSED HER EYES AND THOUGHT OF THE GEM OF THE $NAKE PEOPLE,




... AND DROPPED INTO HER PALMS.

:r HE HAD BEEN CURSED

- BY THE VASUS T0 G0
WHELL.

—

RISE, 0 SON! YOUR
FATHER HAS BEEN
KILLEP BY YOU FOR

T e s s e ——

ULOOP! WENT TO BABHRUVAHANA.

HI> OWN 600D.

THE CURSE COULD
BE REPEEMED ONLY
[F YOU KILLEP HIM

IN THE BATTLEFIELD.

BABHRU

VAHANA.

ST SS .

e —

THI> MAGIC GEM OF THE SNAKE

PEOPLE CAN REVIVE THE DEAD.

PLACE IT ON YOUR FATHER'
WOUND. HE WILL ARISE,AS

U= VALIANT A% BEFORE.

: - g T
i 'y




PEAR MOTHER, HOW COULP
| HAVE EVER POUBTED YOU?
PLEAE FORGIVE ME.| AM
EVER GRATEFUL TO You.

F

ARJUNA WOKE UP RUBBING HIS EVES

LIKE ONE WHO HAD BEEN EAST ASLEEP
FOR A LONG TIME.

T———— — -

| HE WENT UPTO ARJUNA AND PLACED
THE GEM ON HIS CHEST WHERE THE
ARROW HAD PIERCED HIM,

e ——

e —— — -—

HE SAW BABHRUVAHANA LOOKING
AT HIM IN WONDER. .

MY SON, | AM PROUPD
OF YOU. YOUR VALOUR
15 UNMATCHED!
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RE YOUR

=

i MOTHERS POING ON
HEAD

THE BATTLEFIELD? /—

WHAT A

5

BABHRUVAHANA BOWED Hiz

RESPECTFULLY,
MOTHEK ULOOPI

WILL EXPLAIN ALL
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