


~ To Yalmiki we, Indians, owe a deeper debt of gratitude than to any other

poet. He gave us the Ramayana, one of the most fascinating stories of all

time. No words can describe the hold the Ramayana has had on the people

of India from ancient times to the present day. It has affected the life and

thought of our people and played an important role in shaping Indian

culture.. Valmiki was the Adikavi, the first poet, and his Ramayana the

Adikavya, the first poem. While remembering the man’s work, we must

not forget the man. How he wrote the Ramayana, and under what condi-

tions, is itself an absorbing story. This version is based on Valmiki Rama-

yana and VYallathol’s Malayalam translation.

SAYINGS OF VALMIKI

The wise honour their guests even though they are of the common folk.

Mind is the cause for the direction of all senses leading to good and

evil acts. :

Cheer leads to prosperity. Cheer is happiness. All actions done with
enthusiasm lead to good results.

Honour the wives of others and protect them, O Ravana, as you
will your own. Set an example by loving your own wife.

Kindness is a supreme virtue.
Great men when they undertake to do a great deed, are never upset.

A man who has done both good and bad deeds cannot simultaneously
reap the fruits thereof. He will enjoy for his good deeds and suffer
for his sins only by turns.

They are the blessed who, by their wisdom, can control their anger,
even as water subdues a conflagration.

Whoever does anything with enthusiasm rarely fails to achieve his
object.
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 VALMIKI WAS THE ADIKAVI OR FIRET POET AND

- -

IS FIRST POEM OR APIKAVYA WAS THE LAMAYANA.




ROAMING THE JUNGLE HE SHOT
DOWN HALML ESS B/RHS

oo AND BROUGHT THE CARPCASS F<
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STRANGELY, VALMIKI WAS A HUNTERL AND

ROBEER N HIS FARLY (/FF.
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HE ALSO WAYLAID AND ROBBED [ ONE TRAVELLERS (N THE JUNGLE.

| HAND OVER THAT [N =t
BUNDLE OR ELSE &&eiiyll HAVE MERCY.
Ve Y SPARE ME.

’gilf'*' BE PATIENT
A GROUP OF RICH"
MERCHANTS WILL BE
A\ PASSING THROUGH THE /
I JUNGLE TOMORROW. /
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ONE DAY HE SAN ELOM A

CRIME.
DISTANCE THE SAPTARISHIS OR SEVEN GREAT SAGES.

TIHUS HE LIVED A LIEE OF VIOLENCE AND

r

ALL THE WEALTH
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1S MY

I HAVE TO MAINTAIN MY WIFE
AND CHILDREN. ROBBERY
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l YOUR EAMILY LIVES ON THE FRUITS, =2 | 7
OF YOUR SIN. WILL THEY PARTAKE
. OF YOUR SINS AS WELL 2
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OF COURSE,
THEY WILL.
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) Y co AND Ask THEM. W
Uy COME BACK WITH Iy AL

\ THEIR ANSWER . ¥
ALL RIGHT. Y

e A BUT IF YOU RUN
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THE ROBEER WALKED 7TOWARLPS /5
HUT WHILE THE RISHIS STOOL
WAT CHING HIM.

YOU WILL
SHARE MY SINS;
WON’T YOU 2
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l INSIDE THE ~AUT7_

DEAR WIFE, YOU BENEFIT FROM MY
SINFUL LIFE. DON’T YOU ¢

OF COURSE,
| DO. WHAT OF
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CERTAINLY NOT!
YOU ARE THE SINNER.

WHY SHOULD |
SHARE YOUR SIN?
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7?%’:' ROBEER TURNED HOPEFUILY TO HIS SO

W  LEAST SHARE My

i el

WON’T YOU AT

SIN, MY
DARL ING?

THE ROBBER COULD NOT BELIEVE
S EARS. HE STOOD STUNNED AND

EEA@/J@ UNDER THE WEIGHT OF SORROWY,
HE WENT OUT WITH FALTERING STELS
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AS AE CAME NEAR THEM HE BURST

INTO TEARS.
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COMPASSIONATE
ONES.

g7

4
i

THE ROBBER TOLD THEM, AND THEN THEEN HKM?ELF AT THEWR FEET WO
i X | Y

F I RRGSE=Y

_‘:}h_




|

THE RISHIS TOOK PITY ON /HIM.

DOWN AND
RECITE ‘MA-RA"
i’@ | PUT YOUR HEART

(P '.--_,__,..-l".-'

. S\ AND sOUL INTOIT. .
DON’T STOP FOR ™
() A MOMENT TILL

WE RETURN.

GOP BIEESS/OU,

THEREULON THE ROBBER SRUAT TEDL ON THE CROUND., CLOSED HIS EYES, AND

FORGETTING HIMSELE BEGAN RECITING MA~LA? WHICH «4{:‘7’0,44 LY WAS
‘RAMA’ INVERTED, -
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MONTHS FASSED INTO YEARS, AND STIH.L HE SAT UNMOVING. ;4?00#0 M AN ANTHIL L
WHS FORMING (TSELF. TIME ROLLED ON AND THE A/VTH/LL C’QVE?E& A C’Wﬁéf 7TELY.
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NOW COME OUT
INTO THE -OPEN.

TO LORD
RAMA THE MIRACLE
1S DUE, AND TO
YOUu, O GREAT

AMONG THE
GREATEST RISHIS YOU

ARE ONE., O VALMIKI.AND
GREATER GLORY NN TN . :
AWAITS YOU. y A\ \\'SY%E /

/ / t\ W T . ME OUT OF “VAL

L
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MIK " MEANING ANTHILL.
AND SO THE RISHIS CALLED HIM BY THE NEW NAME OF “VALMIKIZ
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THEREAFTER VALMIKI BECAUSE OF HIS SPIRITUAL POWER AND KNOWLEDGE

EARNED THE RESPLPECT OF HOLY MEN EVERYNWILERE. '

LONG AFTERWARDLPS MAMHA RIGHI NALALA
PAD KA A WSl7.
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N WELCOME,
O NARADA.
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YOU, O HOLIEST AMONG

| RN
MAY GOD BLESS |
HOLY MEN. o
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LET ME TELL YOU
THE WONDERFUL
STORY OF RAMA

THEY ENGAGED THEMSELVES (N CON-
VERSATION. |

| :

WHO AMONG MEN, SN RAMA WHO
IS THE MOST PERFECT / IS THE

ONE, O NARADA? “PRESENT KING
<\ OF AYODHVA.

PLEASE BEGIN.
| AM IMPATIENT TO
HEAR IT.

......

S0 VARADPA NARRATED LAMA’S STORY. l

{ | HAVE TOLP
A YOU ALL | KNOW. [ | _,,
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WHAT A FASCINATING =
STORY. | AM GRATEFUL

i TO YOU »
BB\ O NARADA. £
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e CALLED ONE OF AIS PUPILS
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ELSE. STRANGE
INDEED.

THINK OF NOTHING

N,

AlLL THE TIME [ CAV
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EVER AFTER, THE STORY REMAINED
FRESH IV VALMIKL'S 2AIND, JUST

AS HE HAD HEARD IT-
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LOOK,

AFTER THEY HAD COVERED SOME DISTANCE




O THE BRANCH OF A TREE SAT TWO BIRDS » HUSEBAND AND WIFE BILLING AND
CooIe.,
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BT SEE HOW BLISSEUL

ﬁ% i THOSE TWO BIRDS ARE, AND

W HOW INNOCENT AND PURE
IS THEIR LOVE FOR
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CRUELTY!
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IV HIS GRIEF (VAL MIKY
HUNTER.

R AT T

CURSEL THE

YOU HAVE SLAIN
A HARMLESS
CREATURE.
MAY YOU
NEVER
PROSPER,

VALMIKI'S UT TERANCE WHICKH wAs V7%
SANSKE/ 7, CAME OUT IN VELSE ity 7H
MELOLY AND X/ 7H44.

T

NS

- THE WORDGs!
THE FORM!

SOMETHING
QUITE NEW

THUS CAME INTO BENG THE FlosT
STANZA EVER. AS IT AROSE FEOM fis

SHOKAOR GRIEFHE CALLED 1T S OKA™

16

| A SHLOKA!
A SHLOKA!




THAT PAY HE HAL A VISITOR — BLAKA
THE CLEATOR MHIMSEL A :

/ BLESSED \
INDEED ARE
YOu .

O VALMIKI.
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/| | EVERYTHING
| | HAS HAPPENED

WHAT AMAY

YOUR PURPGSE
BE, LORD?

AS DECREED BY

. ‘-
L |/ YOU HAVE HEARD RAMA’S
\ STORY FROM NARADA. WRITE
1\ WHAT YOU KNOW AND ALSO WHAT
IS UNKNOWN TO YOU.
F
|
. BUT LORD,
HOW CAN |
WERITE ABOUT
THINGS




.~ WHMATEVER KNOWLEDGE YOU DO NOT POSSESS T et
SHALL BE REVEALED TO YOU. AS LONG AS MOUNTAINS A = B i
L AND SEAS EXIST ON EARTH, SO LONG WILL S e

. YOUR RAMAYANA  —

VALMIK! SAT (N YOGIC MEDITATION. HAE
SAW EVERY INCIOENT N THE RAMAYANA
AS I 17T WERE HALPPENING JUST IV FRONT

OF . K 2




A TERWARLS HE WROTE 7THE GLOR/IOUS
ELPICs LANMATYANA, (W VERSE.

AN

i

% o
I

THE SHLOKAS HELDP THE LISTENERS
SPELL-BOUNP.

P77
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MASTER HAS
FINISHED THE
RAMAYANA.
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YEARS LATER, SOME DISCIPLES WENT DEEL INTO THE WOODS. THERE THESY FOUNVD A

e

WOMAN (NG ON THE GROUND AND CLRYING
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THEY HURCIED BACK 7;#5 HERMITAGE.

TPIT AT 2 R . 200 A\ 5

>
WQOODS., SHE 15 WEEPING WITHOUT A

. HE S BEAUTIFUL!LIKE GODDESS

) M, LAKSHMIL

rrrrrr

BEAUTIFUL
LADY. IS
SHE A

GODDESS 2

VALAMIKTS SOL/TUCAL INS/GHT
[OLD Hidd WHO THE ALY WwAS.

Ol GOD. SHE IS
SITA, LORL LAMA’S
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THE RISHI HURRIED TO THE PLACE WHERE SITA LAY

W

O SITA,CHASTEST AMONG
WOMEN ., DO NOT GRIEVE.,
[ AM HERE TO

N ' HELERPS G UE

'

SITA WHO HAD BEEN ABANPONED. | “ 4 S AN | O JEWEL OF
W THE FOREST BY CAMA FOUND | - 1 R V\WOMANHOODy
A BENEFACTOR N VALIIKS. . | W | £ l~P8 come wiTy
27\ ] = 7S e Z ME TO MY

HERMITAGE.
i £/ CONSIDER
W T YOUR
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VALMIKI ENTRUSTED SITA TO THE CARE OF FEMALE ASCETICS IV THE
- HERMITAGE. |

"

PLEASE TAKE SPECIAL
CARE OF SITA. SHE (5 GOING
TO BE A MOTHER.

e ".l'n'h'".."-.-" 1
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WV OUE COURSE SITA WAS BlESSED THE BOYS, LUV AND KUSH wEes
WHTE TN,

EROUGH T URP BY VAL ALK AND
A T T SSS L R W | co«cATED B8Y Him.
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AMONG THE TANY THINGS HE TAUGHT THEM WAS 70 RECITE THE LAMAYANA
70 THE ACCOMBPANIMENT OF THE VEENA.

CNVE PAY VEWS CAME THAT RAMA WAS FPERFORMING

7T J _ -’ THE ASHNWAMELAA OF
“ e HORSE -~ SACRIFICE.

SING THE RAMAYANA

MEET RAMA AND

BEFORE HIM.

o

LUV AND KUSH WENT TO NAAIISHA,
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IF RAMA ASKS YOU
ABOUT YOUR

FATHER, MERELY
SAY YOU ARE
VALMIKI’S
DISCIPLES.
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WONDERFUL
POETRY AND
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CHILDREN, WHO
COMPOSED THIS GREAT
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MASTER

VALMIKI!

O IS YOUR FATHER @

=7 WE ARE DISCIPLES
S\ OF VALMIKI.




. s e i 1W S
- PAMA GAVE AN ORDER 7O HIS I s || | |5
MINISTER. |

, WE DO NOT
| ACCEPT MONEY. WE
ARE GOING.

| AM MIGHTILY PLEASED WITH THE
PERFORMANCE OF THESE BOYS.
GIVE THEM EIGHTEEN

. THOUSAND GOLD

....
7 1§y o
''''''

I LATER THE TIRUTH DANWNED 1 " MEET VALMIKI
ON. RAMA. : AND GIVE HIM THIS
- MESSAGE.
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THE BOYS ARE My Y~ E7
NOWIN SONSLSITA 15 THEIR
 MOTHER. (| WILL. SEND
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THE MESSENGER MET VALMIKI AT IS HERMI TAGE.
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SITA, RAMA
IS PREPARED
TO TAKE
YOU BACK
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SURPRISING.




urt | AM
ESS.

BLAMEL
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==l HOU WILL
SWEAR. BEFORE THE
ASSEMBLY THAT
YOU ARE
BLAMELESS.

| wiLL DO
ANY THING MY
HUSBAND COMMANDS

COME, LET
us GO.
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MERELY TO AFFIRM

YOU 60 WITH

YOUR PURITY IN
pPuBLIC. WILL




THE

THEY ARRIVED AT THE VENUE OF RAMA

SACL/L/CE,

°S ASHWAMEDHA
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ALL EVES NOW TURNED TOWARPS
VALMIKI AND SITA.

I A
MONOURED BY
YOUR VISIT,
O GREAT
SAGE.
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O RAMA. | TAKE FULL RESPONSIBILITY
ON BEMALFE OF SITA. | DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR
THAT SHE IS PURE IN |
MIND AND BODY. =
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[ WILL BE

DELIGHTED IF
SITA HERSELF

SWEARS.

/r

AS WITNESS | SWEAR THAT |
HAVE ALWAYS BEEN FAITHFUL

WITH EARTH, MY MOTHER,

TO MY HUSBAND.

| BEOOMI DEVE SIT TING ON HER THELRONE.

T

SITA, MY DEAR DAUGHTER,
O\ HMAVE COME TO TAKE P
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(HE GOPPESS OF EARTH LIFTED SITA 70 THE THROMNE AND DISALPPEAREL LoV

VH HEL
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AND VALMN/IKE LEEFT THE SCENE OF THE SACRIFICE
FOR HIS HERMITAGE 70 CONTINUE IS ASCET/C
LIFE. §
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IHE SAME AS WHEN HE
WROTE (T FOR MHIS QW

SUCH WAS VAL
AUTHOR OF THE RAMATYANA.

(HEROUGH THE CENTULIES
MS WORK KAS (LIVED,

PLEASURE AND THAT OF
GCENERLATIONS 70 COME,
AND 1T WiL.L LWVE, AS
BLAHMA SAD, T L THE

MOUNTAINSG AND THE
EALTH.

SEAS EX/ST ON

THE




THE SONS OF RAMA

MAHABHARATA

'''''''

SHIVA PARVATI
VASAVADATTA
SUDAMA

KRISHNA -
Ny TITLES ON SALE:
THE PANDAVA PRINCES KARNA
SAVITRI KACHA DEVAYANI
TEE STORY OF RAMA  VIKRAMADITYA
NALA DAMAYANTI

| HARISCHANDRA Rs. 1-75
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PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH, HINDI, MARATHI, GUJARATI, TELUGU,
TAMIL, MALAYALAM, KANNADA AND BENGALL

GURU GOBIND SINGH
HARSHA
BHEESHMA
ABHIMANYU
MIRABAI
ASHOKA
PRAHLAD
PANCHATANTRA
TANAJI
CHHATRASAL
PARASHURAMA
BANDA BAHADUR
PADMINI '
JATAKA TALES

AVAILABLE AT ALL BOOKSTALLS OR |
INDIA BOOK HOUSE SECUNDERBAD 3 (For V.P.P. orders cnly)
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Price: Rs. 2 to Rs. 4 Werite for our free catalogue
Available at all booksellers or at |

INDIA BOOK HOUSE, Bombay 26 Calcutta 16 New Delhi

Madras 2 Bangalore 9 Hyderabad 29 Patna4 Nagpur1 Lucknow



