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Wsavadaﬁf.a,

KING PRADYOTA OF USJAINI
NAS A VAIN MONARCH .




| e \
y MINISTER, i ¥ EX@USE

$ IS THERE A Y ME, YOUR

KING WHO IS | | ™MAJESTY!

GREATER | THERE IS ONE




[ AH! | KNEW | | YOUR MAJESTY
[ 1'wouLD GET | | 1S DISPLEASED |
THIS I’M SORRY.

NEXT PAY IN THE COURT - MINISTER, | WANT KING
4 UDPAYANA CAPTURED AND
BROUGHT
BEFORE ME.

¥

IS NOT

POSSIBLE 4
YOUR

MAUJESTY !




WHY NOT ? OUR
MILITARY IS
STRONG. WE
@AN DEFEAT
HIM IN

{ KNOWS THE
ART OF
; CHARMING *
\ ELEPHANTS.

; YOUR MAUJESTY !
\ PLAY ON HIS VEENA
AND DRIVE OUR

W THAT TO DO
WITH THE
BATTLE?

THAT EVEMN/G - | PRINGESS , | WANT "W.‘""'""”""mm"m"""/(,

TO SEE HIS MAJESTY Sl ‘

4 ON A MATTER OF i} ‘!HLJ,\“ J
! U

GREAT Al
IMPORTANGE . (ISESSENN f <

[ =Bk, Y

L
260




| HAVE A PLAN
TO LIGHTEN

THAT BURDEN.
PLEASE TELL
HIM SO.

DO YOU BNOW
WHAT IS

WORRYING ME,

MINISTER?

I KNOW, YOUR MAJESTY !
YOU WANT KING UDAYANA

GAPTURED SOMEHOW. AND
’ | HAVE THOUGHT OF A
\ PLAN. \




THERE WAS A THICK FOREST BETWEEN THE KINGPOMS OF UDAYANA
ANMD PRADYOTA . ONE DAY, A FOREST DWELLER SAW A 8IG WHITE

LEPHANT . -
5 I 30\
2

— JUST
THE SORT OF




e
YOUR MAUJESTY,
| HAVE SEEN
A MAGNIFICENT
WHITE ELEPHANT
IN THE FOREST.

HE WENT TO THE COURT OF KING UDAYANA .

QS
TN

P =

A
il

et
M

UPAYANA COULDP HARDLY
WAIT TO SEE AND OWww IT .

TELL ME
WHERE
EXACTLY
1T IS,
WE WILL

HE MOUNTED HIS ELEPHANT AND
SET . OUT.

A
>
I

i

7?ps

) , i
< r/‘;ﬁr
O




THE &DIES OF ﬁING F&QADVOTA WERE ALERT .
THERE HE IS.

F RN
‘ %) ‘ EXA@TLY AS
// b ; OUR MINISTER
FORE@AST. WE
MUST REPORT
THE MATTER
IMMEDIATELY.

coor! you
WILL BE REWARDED
A FOR BRINGING

THIS NEWS. /4

DESPATGH OUR MEN,
S [ LET THEM SURROUND
V4 THE ENEMY. AND .
| TAKE @ARE | UDAYANA
A SHOULD NOT .
SUSPE@RT ANYTHING. SN




MEANWIHLE , INSIDE THE ELEPHANT -

@

f7/1]

AT THE SIGHT OF THE MAJESTIC WHITE ELEPHANT, UPDAYANA
GALLOPED FASTER ,LEAVING BEHIND HIS MEN .




WHAT A
BEAUTIFUL
ANIMAL !
I AM LURKY .

BUT HOW STRANGE !
\ MY SPELLS SEEM TO
\ HAVE NO EFFECRT

SUPPENLY s PRAPYOTA’S MEN POURED OUT OF THE WHITE ELEPHANT .

m e

GAPTURE HIM '}
TAKE HIM TO
OUR KING .




WHEN THE MEN OF KING UPAYANA REACGHED THE SPOT -~

: THIS
¥/ SEEMS TO HAVE
/"BEEN A TRAP. OUR
{ KING HAS FALLEN
INTO THE HANDS
OF THE
ENEMY .

\

==

BUT, KING UPAYANAS MINISTER WAS NOT A MAN 7O LOSE HEART
EAS/ILY . .

LET US BUILD A STOCKADE
UTSIDE UJJAINI AND PLAN TO
FREE OUR KING .



A STOGKADE WAS BUILT OUTSIDE UJJAINI AND THE MINISTER SENT
MEN TO OBTAIN NEWS OF KING UPAYANA .

GUARD! |
HAVE BEEN
| HERE. FOR
THREE DAYS.
WHEN DO |
SEE YOUR

| DON’T
KNOW. HIS
MAJESTY
HAS BEEN BUSY
GELEBRATING
HIS VIGRTORY
OVER
YOU .




PO YOU ‘[ll""' KING HAS
@ALL THAT A BROUGHT DISGRAGE ON

N VIeTORY ? YOUR KSHATRIYAS . HE' OUGHT
B\ KING HAS BEHAVED [
LIKE A @OWARD . 4

THE KEEPER REPORTED THE MATTER TO KING | 7

PRADPYOTA.
‘ O HOW DARE A o ™Y
Ji: @APTIVE SAY THIS - Y ’
5 /A OF ME ? TAKE ME 2

) ‘x /,
oL
v N

[l
i
u

A
i i
L
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> TO BE SURE, KING PRADYOTA REPENTED.
p IS IT 1 DID.
TRUE THAT WAS YOUR ACGT
YOU SAID BEFITTING A
KSHATRIYA

RELEASE YOU.
BUT ON ONE
CONDITION .

YOU MUST
TEAGH ME THE
SECRET OF

TAMING
ELEPHANTS.




THAT
I WILL , BUT
ONLY IF | REGEIVE
DUE SALUTATION

FROM YOU .

WHY DO YOU LOOK
SURPRISED ? ISN’T
IT GUSTOMARY
FOR A PUPIL. TO
PAY HOMAGE TO
HIS TEAGHER ?

| WON’T

PAY YOU BY ALL
HOMAGE . ¥ MEANS. YOU
AND IF l ARE THE LORD

YOU -DON>T
TEAGH ME,(
| WILL
HAVE
You
KILLED !

OF MY BODY,
BUT NOT

=

\i



KING PRADYOTA LEFT THE AT THE @OURT, THAT DAY - ||
PLAGE IN A RAGE, : '

ATTEND TO ANY-
THING . LEAVE
ME ALONE .

UPSET
OVER THE
WORDS OF
KING \:
UDAYANA . |

THE MINISTER SOUGHT THE HINGS AUDIENGE IN HIS PRIVATE RHAMBER)
ON HIS WAY, HE SAW PRIMCESS VASAVADATTA .

A nAaY ourt
OF THE KING’S
PREDICAMENT
@AN BE FOUND 5IFL 0
PRINCESS VASAVA-
DATTA LEARNS
THE SECRET FRUM
KING UDAYANA .

OUR KING WWiLL K /
BE SPARED THE £ \
HUMILIATION OF \ V|
PAYING HOMAGE
70 A PRISONER;
THE SECRET
WiLL BE SAFE
WITHIN THE




THE KING TOO HAD THE SAME IDEA.

MINISTER, WHAT
DO YOU THINK OF
VASAVADATTA LEARN-

ING THE SEGRET OF I
TAMING THE ELEPHANTS
FROM KING UDAYANA ?

IDEA! | TOO
1 HAVE THOUGHT
. \ ABOUT IT.
N

HING PRADYOTA
WENT TO THE PRISON .

MUST ENSURE
THAT THEY
DON®T SEE

WILL YOU
TEACGH THE
@HARM TO




WE HAVE A 4
HUN@H - BARKED
WOMAN. SHALL
| SEND HER
TO You ?

BE SHE

% HUNGH-BACKED
¥\ OR @RIPPLED,
I WILL TEAGH
. THE ONE WHO

THE KING WENT TO SEE HIS DAUGHTER.

/ VASAVADATTA | | Fow b
THERE IS A LEPER WHO "
KNOWS A PRICELESS
@HARM. WILL YoU
LEARN IT FROM HIM
FOR MY SAKE ?

OH
FATHER,

FROM A

LEPER ?

| KNOW IT IS
DIFFIGULT. BUT
.YOU @AN SIT
BEHIND A
QURTAIN. THEN
YOU WILL

OT SEE HIS

) REPUL SIVE

S

IF
THAT IS
YOUR WISH,
FATHER ,
L. DO IT.




7A BEGAN HER LESSONS WITH UDAY,

EXAGTLY AS
| SAY IT.

YOU
VILLAIN
OF A
SUNGE OF A LEPER |
DUNGE OF A HOW DARE
HUNGH-BAGK | 7 oA
ARE YOUR 1o
LIPS THI(;,K,




\UDAYANA LIFTED THE FRINGE OF THE RURTAIN ..

% =
O

WIWWW§ i

< AND WAS ASTONISHED TO SEE THE BEAUTIFUL PRINGESS .

e

/[ VASAVADATTA,
DAUGHTER
OF KING
PRADYOTA .
AND YOU ?

I




-I°’M SORRY. | [/ | AM
YOUR FATHER . | [ [ ®ING
LED ME TO | [\ UDAYANA.

THE INEVITABLE HAPPENED. BOTH FELL IN LOVE WITH EACH OTHER
AND STARTED MEETING SECRETLY WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF
KING PRAPYOTA .

S
Cn)




ONE DAY, KING PRADYOTA GAME TO |
VASAVAPAT 7A°S CHANIBER . i

DEAR DAUGHTER,
HAVE YOU
MASTERED
THE @HANT ?

NOT YET,
FATHER.

NEEDP MY HELP,
‘ YOU HAVE ONLY
TO ASkKk

NEXT LAY , VASAVALATTA FOUND
UPAYANA IN A PENSIVE MOOPL.

LOOK SO SAD ?
WHAT IS THE
MATTER ?

HOW LONG
@AN | REMAIN
A @APTIVE P
BESIDES YOUR
FATHER WILL NOT
HESITATE TO
KILL ME IF HE
LEARNS OF
OUR LOVE.




GAN | YOUR FATHER WILL ve TELLL HIM-\l
BE OF DO ANYTHING T2 YOU NEED AN
HELP YOU MASTER ELEPHANT
THE GCHANT. TO PUT YOUR
KNOWLEDGE

TO TEST.

THE KING READILY ACCEPED TO HIS PAVGH TER’S REQUEST AND AN

ELEPHANT WAS QPLA@ED AT HER DISPOSAL. 2

=11 1|
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MY FATHER
MAY NOT AGREE
TO THIS

REQUEST.

I HAVE ONLY
ONE MORE

REQUEST TO
MAKE. | WANT
A CITY GATE

THOUGHT OF
AN EXCUSE.

TELL HIM, THE
LEPER WANTS TO
PICGK A RERTAIN

TELL HIM , I'LL TRY
IT 1S A MY BEST TO
CONVINCE

LUMINOUS HERB
AND GAN ONLY
BE DETERTED
IN THE DARK.

HiM .

l! SO OO 00 o)




! THINK , THIS
MUST BE A RUSE |,
WORKED OUT B8Y /f
UDPAYANA TO Lot
ESCAPE FROM
HERF .

=/
BUT WHEN KING PRADPYOTA HEARD TH_E STRANGE REQUEST.. % o

‘5‘?’\ 3 /(‘(7.

N0

0
8
!
o3
== ,.%

==

LISTEN
@AREFULLY .
DON®T LET KING
UDAYANA KNOW
THAT HE IS BEING
FOLLOWED.
@APTURE HIM
ONLY IF HE
TRIES TO
RUN AWAY.

WISH, YOUR
MAJESTY.




HING ULAYANA MOUNTEDL THE ELEPHANT ,

RS | AM BEING ‘

8" OBSERVED. | WILL
HAVE TO BE
RALEFUL. .

SO FOR THREE SUGRESSIVE MGHTS ., UPAYANA PRETENDED 7O
LOOK FOR THE HERBS . — 2 ;

THE SPIES WERE THROWN OFF THEIR GUARD
AND WERE NOT ALERT ANY MORE.

REALLY MEANS
TO ROLLE@T
HERBS .




ON THE FOURTH NIGHT s KING PRADYOTA WAS AMUSING HIMSELF
\ IN THE PALACE GARDEN.

o~ ’
=i

UDPAYANA IVAS QUICK TO VASAVAPAT TA ALSO MOUNTED THE
ELEPHANT .

SEIZE HIS OPPORTUNITY,

PRINGESS !
NOW IS
THE TIME




HERE! TAKE THESE

SACKS.THEY
WERE BROUGHT

A //M/ “'“\

{

il
|

¢ ARE YOU
GOING TO PO
WITH THESE
SA@KS ?

il “ \H‘,I:‘ g
LN

THEY ARE
HEAVY. WHAT

THIS ONE
IS FULL OF
SILVER @OINS.
THE OTHER

YOU WILL
KNOW SOON.

T/




AFTER SOME TIME THE SERVANTS SEARCHED
A NMAID-SERVANT WENT TO THE FRANTICALLY .
CHANIBER OF VASAVADATTA.
= WE MUST

REPORT THIS
TO THE KING
IMMEDIATELY .

= . | NO, SHE
SHE ISN°T \ e ) ISN®T
IN! WHERE ! HERE
GOULD SHE

EITHER!

WHEN THE FING HEARD IT -

T GO QUIRKLY
{ AND BRING THEM
TO ME , DEAD OR /"

ALIVE !




AT PAWN - THEY HAVE CGOME IN
SEARGH OF US.

IT°S SILVER!
LET US PICK

SOME OF KING PRAPYOTAS MEN , WHO CARED MORE FOR THEIR
ouTY s CONTINUEDP THE PURSUIT. THEN -

THEY WILL
SURELY PICK
UP THESE.

IT’S GOLD!
REAL-GOLD.




BY THEN KING UPAYANA HAD REACGHED THE BORDERS OF
UJJAINT .

IT IS OUR KING !
LET US RUSH
TO HIS HELP.

UPAYANA’S MINISTER WHO HAP BEEN
IN TOUCH WITH HIM ALL THESE PAYS
WAS THERE 7O RECEIVE HIM.

THE TIRED AND EXHAUSTED SOLDIERS OF KING PRADPYOTA WERE
FASILY OVERPOWERED BY KING UPAYANA'S MEN .




BACK IN KAUSHAMB! »
KING LIDAYANA WAS GIVEN A WARM WELCOME BY HIS PEOPLE.

T kY
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by children and accepted by schools.
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501 Krishna

502 Hanuman

510 Buddha

511 Savitri

512 Tales of Vishnu
520 Tales of Narada
524 Indra and Shibi

525 Toles of Arjuna
531 Karna

533 Abhimanyu

547 Garuda

565 Drona

566 Surya

567 Indra and Shachi

Amar Chitra Katha is a collection of illustrated classics that retell stories from Indian mythology,
history, folktale and legend, through the fascinating medium of comics. Over 400 fitles have
been published in the Amar Chitra Katha comic series that are approved by parents, appreciated
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571 Dhruva and Ashtavakra
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592 Ghatotkacha
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507 Nala Damayanti

523 Raman of Tenali

543 Joicka Tales: Monkey Stories
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535 Mirabai 608 Bhagat Singh 650 Mahatma Gandhi

539 Rani of Jhansi

544 Subhas Chandra Bose
548 Rabindranath Tagore
551 Tulsidas :
563 Rana Pratap

611 Babasaheb Ambedkar
613 Soordas

631 Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
636 Krishnadeva Raya

645 Lokamanya Tilak

678 Veer Savarkar

679 Swami Pronavananda
693 Jayaprakash Narayan
700 Jawaharlal Nehru
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Illustrated Classics From India

Vasavadatta

The story of King Udayana and Princess Vasavadatta was very well known in ancient India. Early writers were
inspired by this story and made it the subject of poems and dramas. Bhasa wrote Swapna in Sanskri
which is unique for its literary value. Vasavadatta by Subandhu is another great work on the same theme.

This popular story was re-echoed in Pali and Prakrit literature. In Dhamma-pada-atthakatha (5th century AD), on
which this illustrated classic is based, we get an elaborate account of the story of Vasavadatta and Udayana.

King Pradyota of Ujjaini is disturbed to learn from his minister that King Udayana of Kaushambi is a greater king
than he is. He tricks Udayana into captivity. Pradyota then wants Udayana to teach him the secret of taming
elephants. Udayana refuses to do so until Pradyota himself pays him the homage due to a guru. As Pradyota’s pride
does not permit this, he sends his lovely daughter Vasavadatta to Udayana for the lessons, with a curtain screen
separating them. Vasavadatta is told her teacher is a leper, and Udayana is told that his pupil is a hunch-backed
relative of Pradyota.

What follows thereafter is encapsulated in this romantic tale.
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